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TOU,R 

THROUGH 

SICILY AND MALTA, 
in 1770, 

Br P. BRYDONE, Es«. F.R.S. 



^PHIS interesting tour, which unites animated de* . 
scriptions of places with just and philosophical 
remarks on men and manners, was originally published 
in the epistolary form, and addressed to William Beck* 
ford, of Somerly in Suffolk, Esq. To abridge such a 
work, and to preserve its spirit, is a difficult task* 
There is a freedom and variety in letters, which wijl 
ill bear the trammels of regular history. / 

Being at Naples*, in May IJJQ, our author* in 
company with Messrs. Fuller ton and Glover* formed 
the plan of visiting Sicily, a country little known tp 
scientific travellers., and therefore presenting a wide 
field for. novelty and observation. After wailing 
some days for a favourable wind, at last they embarked 
on the 15 th of May, and in a short time found them- 
selves in the middle ,of the Bay of Naples, surrounded 
by the most beautiful scenery in the world. 

.The bay is of a circular figure> in most place* 
Upwards of twenty miles in diameter* The whole of 
its circumference is wonderfully diversified by all 

* Mr. Brydone give* a very unfavourable account of th* 
climate of Naples, particularly when the sirocc, or south-east 
wind blows. This wind is extremely relaxing, and brings 09 
suck a degree of lassitude, that neither body nor mind can 
perform their usual functions* Even the natives do not suf- 
fer les* than strangers from its baleful effects, which are almost' 
sufficient to extinguish every passion for the time. 

rot. xrni. b 
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the riches of art and nature ; so that there is scarcely 
an object wanting to render the scene complete. Here 
is an amazing mixture of the ancient 1 and modern. 
Palaces reared over the heads of other palaces, and 
former magnificence giving w^y to pregeqt folly. 
Mountains and islands, ionce celebrated for their fer- 
tility, changed into barren wastes, and barren wastes 
into fertile fields and rich vineyards. In short, nature 
seems to have formed this coast in her most capricious 
mood, and to have devoted it to the. most unlimited 
indulgence of whim and frolic. 
, After contemplating this singularly delightful pro- 
spect till sun-set, the wind sprung up, and they soon 
found themselves off Capre, about thirty miles distant 
from Naples. The night was very dark, and the 
dreadful eruptions from Vesuvius alone relieved the 
-gloom. 

On the 17th, after spying Strombolo, by degrees, 
they came in sight of the rest of the Lipari islands., 
and part of the coast of Sicily. These islands are very 
picturesque, and several of them still emit smoke; but 
none, except Strombolo, have for many years had any 
eruptions of fire. The crater of Strombolo is on the 
tide of the peak, whereas other volcanos generally 
rise from the centre. Etna and Vesuvius often lie 
quiet for many months, even years j but Strombolo 
is ever at work, and for age3 past has been regarded 
as the lighthouse of these seas. 

The whole island of Strombolo is a mountain! that 
rises suddenly from the sea. It is about ten miles in 
circumference j and its crater is absolutely inaccessible. 
In clear weather it is discoverable at the distance of 
twenty-five leagues, so that its visible horizon canaot 
be less than five hundred miles, which requires a very 
considerable elevation j and in fact some may say that 
it is higher than Vesuvius. 

The island of Lipari, from which all the rest take 
•their name, is. by- far the. largest, as well as the most 
fertile. By the description of Aristotle, it appears 
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that it was in his time what Strombolo is in ours, 
the constant lighthouse of mariners, as its fires were 
never extinguished. , 

On the 19th, they were pretty close to the coast of 
Sicily, which is low, but finely variegated. The op* 
posit e shore of Calabria is high and covered with the 
finest verdure. It was almost calm, so that they had 
time to get a complete view of the famous rock of 
Scylfe on the Calabrian side, Cape Pylorus on (he 
Sicilian, and the celebrated straights of the Faro, that 
run between them. At the distance of some miles 
fhey heard the roaring of the current, like the noise 
of some large impetuous river, confined within its 
narrow banks. This increased in proportion as they 
advanced, till they saw the water in many places' raisect 
to a considerable height, and forming large eddies or? 
Whirlpools. 

When the weather is calm, there is little danger; 
but when the waves meet with this violent current,' 
it makes a dreadful' sea, in which Ships are frequently 
wrecked. Oftr siuthbr, however, does not think that 
t;his place comes up to the formidable description' 
uPhich the ancients have given of it 5 but he owns that 
he saw it in a calm, and therefore was incompetent'. 
£0 judge of its sublime effects when agitated by a 
storm. 

As soon as the ship entered the current, they were 
carried along with great velocity towards Messina, 
Which lies twelve miles from the entrance t of the 
straits. - The ^approach to Messina is the finest that! 
can be imagined 3 it is less grand indeed than that 
of Naples, but it is much more attractive. The key 
is very beautiful : it is built in the form of a crescent* 
and surrounded by a range of magnificent structures, 
four stories high, and exactly uniform, for the space' 
Of an Italian mite. The street between these and 
&e sea is dne hundred feet wide, and forms one of 
the most delightful walks in the* world. It enjoys 
b2 
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the freest air, and commands the most charming pro- 
spect imaginable. 

They cast anchor in this enchanting port on the 
afternoon of the 18th, but the felicity they expected 
immediately to taste on landing, was soon damped, 
by the discovery, that an unfortunate omission had 
been made of the name of one of their servants in the 
bills of health. Had this been detected, they would 
have been obliged to perform a long quarantine ; but 
by shutting the poor fellow up till the officers were 
gone, they escaped this unpleasant ceremony. 

Having got on shore, they took up their lodgings at 
one of the first inns in Messina, though they found it 
a very wretched place. However, after sea-sickness 
$nd tossing on the waves, any house appeared a pa- 
lace, and any dry land a paradise. 

The harbour of Messina is formed by a small pro- 
montory, or neck of land, that runs off from the east 
end of that city, and separates this basin from the rest 
of the straits. This neck of land, which is semicir- 
cular, is strongly fortified, by the citadel and four 
small fprts, placed to the best advantage, 

A number of galleys and galliots, ride in this de- 
lightful harbour. These vessels frequently cruise 
round the island, to protect it from the Moors, whose 
visits are often troublesome. The slaves who row 
them are chained to their oars, and sleep every night 
on the bare benches without the slightest covering. 
Every stroke of their oars seems to be ah exertion of 
their utmost strength ; and in tact the misery they 
endure, appears in every respect to be extreme. 
" After taking a general view of this ci ty t the English 
deputy consul carried them to'several convents, where 
they were received by the nuns with great politeness 
and affability. They conversed with them through 
the grate for some hours, and found them not defi- 
cient in knowledge or sprightliness. All pretended 
to be happy and cpntented, au4 declared they would 
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not change their convents for the twos t brilliant sitiia- 1 
tions in life. • However, some of them had a sorY 
melancholy in their countenances $ and our tourist is* 
of opinion, that Could they have been brought to a' 
confidential tete-&-tete, which was impossible, they' 
would have told quite a different tate. Some of them 
were extremely handsome, Or at least appeared so, 
from their simple and modest attire. 

After amusing themselves at the convent, they, 
observed a vast concourse of people on the top of a 
high hill, at some distance from the city. They were' 
told it was the celebration of a great festival in ho- 1 
nour of St. Francis, and worth seeing. Accordingly, 
they arrived just as the saint made his appearance. 1 
He was carried through the crowd with vast cere- 
mony, and received the homage of the public with a? 
becoming dignity ; after which he was again 16dged* 
in his chapel, where he daily performs a number of 
miracles, to those who have plenty of nioney and^ 
faith to spare. 

His minis terij however, a set of greasy capuchins/ 
did not seem to have enriched themselves in his ser-' 
vice.. St. Benedict, who does not pretend to hahf 
his sanctity, keeps his servants in far better plight. 

The devotees continued to dance in soft SiciliaA, 
measures till after sun-set, when they retired. Many 
of the country girls were extremely handsome, and r 
all, being in their holiday clothes, made a good ap- 
pearance. 

One part of the ceremony had a grand effect. 
About two thousand small iron cannon, not more" 
than six inches long, were planted in a triple row 
before the church, and rammed to the muzzle with 
powder. A train being laid between thtm, they" 
went off so quick, that the ear could not separate the ' 
reports, which were re : echoed for some time, after J 
the firing wa£ finished, from the high mountains on , 
either side of the straits. 

In their .per-ambuiatioQs round the city and its vici- 
b3 
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nUy ? their senses were recreated by the perfumes *f 
various aromatic plants and shrubs. Many beautiful 
flowers grow wild on. the surrounding mountains, 
apd the fields about Messina were covered with the 
richest white clover. Even the salt, produced here 
hy the heat of the sun, emits a grateful odour, resem- 
bling violets ; as was sensibly perceived on walking 
near the harbour. 

. The houses in Messina are handsome and extremely 
low rented. Provisions, especially fish, are likewise 
xtxy reasonable ; and our author thinks, as the climate 
is also very favourable, no situation is better adapted 
than this for valetudinarians, who annually leave Eng- 
land with the swallows, in search of warmer regions. 

On the 2 1st, they paid a visit of ceremony to the 
prince of Villa Franca, who received them with polite- 
ness, and offered (hem the use of his carriages. They 
observed that they were qbliged to leave Messina the 
following day, and only rpouested bis protection ou 
their journey, which he readily pre raised, together 
with mules and guards. He added, that they might 
-entirely rely on those guards whom he should assign 
them, as they were men ot determined resolution and 
approved fidelity. 

The men, whom the prince so highly extol led,are, 
however, the most daring and hardened villains on 
the face of the earth, and in any other country, would 
be brought to condign punishment ; but here they 
are publicly protected, and universally feared and 
respected. As they are certainly faithful to their 
engagements, though, in other respects, the most 
infamous banditti, the prince of Villa Franca has 
found it for his interest to patronise them, -to dress 
them in his livery, and to treat them with unbounded 
confidence, which it does not appear they have ever f 
abused. 

In fact, they have high and romantic notions of 
honour, and in respect to each other, and to those, 
to whom they have once pledged their faith, they av« 
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just and firm, however criminal they rnay be with re- 
gard to society in general y for. they, are the most 
determined robbers, and the terror of the whole coun- 
try. . . 

Such of the number as have enlisted themselves in 
the service of society, are known and respected alt 
over.tfce island; and the persons of those they accom-. 
pany are ever held sacred. For this reason, most 
travellers hire a couple of them from town to town/ 
and in this manner they are not only safe from dan*, 
ger, but imposition. 

Mr. Brydone says, except the harbour of Messina* 
there is little worth notice in the place. Some of the 
churches are handsome, and there are a few tolerable 
paintings; hut in general the works of art are not 
A'ery remarkable. 

In this vicinity, however, one of the most extraor- . 
dinary phenomena in the world is sometimes observed. 
Both the ancients and moderns have remarked, that' 
in the heat of summer, after the sea and air have been 
much agitated by the winds, and a perfect calm sue* 
ceeds, there appears about the dawn, in that part of 
the heavensjoyer the straits, a great variety of singular 
forms, some at rest, and others in rapid motion. These, 
phantoms, in proportion as the light increases, seem 
to become more aerial; till at last, before the rising 
of the sun, they wholly disappear. 

The Sicilians represent this as the most enchanting 
sight in nature. Palaces, woods, gardens, the figures 
ot men and animals, appear, or seem to appear, among 
these aerial objects. Perhaps fancy may have a con- 
siderable share in eking out the picture ; but the best 
authors agree in the fact, though they cannot account 
for its orign. Mr. Brydone is of opinion, that ia this 
country of volcanoes, where the electrical fluid must 
necessarily be so copious, a philosopher may find a • 
solution of the cause in this active .principle, and the 
jqcal situation combined. 

f bey left Messina early on the morning of the 22d f ; 
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with servants, guards, males, and arms. The* sea* 
coast of Sicily is rich, and the sides of some of the 
mountains are highly cultivated* and present the 
most agreeable aspects. Corn, wine, oil, and silk, 
are produced in great abundance. The roads are 
lined with flowering shrubs, and many of the in* 
closures are hedged with the Indian-fig or prickly 
pear. 

. The road from Messina to Gutardihi is extremely 
romantic. It lies entirely along the coast, and com- 
mands the view of Calabria and the intervening strait, 
covered with vessels of various descriptions. 

In 1 this route they passed the mountain of Neptune, 
celebrated for a gulph, or crater, on its summit, from 
whence, at particular times, issues a piercing cold 
wind with such violence, that it is difficult to ap- 
proach it. 

Taurominum, once so famous, is reduced to an 
insignificant burgh; yet its remains of antiquity still 
evince its former magnificence. The theatre is ac- 
counted the largest in the world, and is sufficiently 
entire to give a pretty correct idea of its parts arid vast 
extent. The seats front Mount Etna, wfrich makes 
a glorious appearance from this spot. Its ascent is 
computed at thirty miles on each side, arid the cir- 
cumference of its base at one hundred and fifty. ' 

After viewing the theatre of Taurominum, they 
went to examine the Naumachia, and the reservoirs 
for supplying it with water. About one hundred mid 
fifty paces on one side of the wall of the rfaumachia 
remain $ but its original dimensions cannot be ascer- 
tained. There are four reservoirs to fill it, one almost 
entire, and all upon a very grand scale. 

Having slept at Guiardini, at the foot of the Mount 
Etna, they set out early in the morning to ascend that 
celebrated Volcano. About half a mite from the com- ; 
mencement of the first region of Etna, they came- to 
the statue of a saint, erected tf> prevent tlie lava from 
running 4fc: tixvntf U&fcft»*of Tattrominuray which the 



THROUGH SICILY AVB> MALTA* 

country people think it roust have done, but for the 
interposition of the saint, 

Leaving the Catania road on the left, they began to 
ascend the mquntain, in order to visit the celebrated 
tree, known by the name of the Chesnut Tree of an 
hundred Horse, which for some centuries has been 
regarded as one of the greatest wonders of Etna. 
. As they advanced in the first region of Etna, they 
observed that there had been eruptions all over that 
track, though so far distant from the summit or prin- 
cipal crater. On their way to the village of Piedmonte, 
they noticed several very considerable craters, and 
stone* .of large sige, which had issued from them, 
scattered round. 

Though the distance from Guiardini to Piedmonte 
13 only ten miles, so bad were the roads, that they 
were nearly four hours in travelling it. An aqueduct, 
which supplies the last-mentioned plaae with water, 
was their guide for five miles. At the end of this, 
the ascent became much more rapid, till they arrived 
at the beginning of the second region of Etna, called 
La Regione Sylvana by the natives; because it i$ 
composed of one vast forest that extends a}l round the 
mountain. 

fart of this sylvan track was destroyed an 1755, 
by a torrent of boiling water, which issued, as it is 
imagined, from the great crater of the mountain ; 
and in an instant poured down to its base, overwhelm- , 
ing aad ruining every thing that lay in its course. 
The $ame kind of torrent, in the last century, swept 
away 6ve hundred persons, who were marphing in 
processioq, at the foot of the mountain, to implore 
the mediation of St. Januarys . 

Near this place they passed through some beautiful 
woods of cork *n4 evergreen oak, growing out of the 
lava j and proceeding about five miles farther, they 
came to the chesnut tree already mentioned, which, a 
in the old maps of Sicily, always makes a conspicuous" 
figure, Mr. Brvdqne, says he was rather 4Wappo\ote4 j 



m it ^ap^eared. father a cluster of five trees, growing 
together, than »one singte root; however, he was 
aasored tihat .they werd all once' united in the same 
stem, and that in days of old it was regarded as the 
beauty of lthe forest, arid visited from all quarters. 
It measured no less thaotwo hundred and four feet in 
rircumference ; and if, m it is pretended, it was for- 
merly one trunk, if must, indeed, have been a wonder- 
ful phenomenon in the vegetable kingdom. There 
an many other trees ' in this vicinity of extraordinary 
magnitude. Oar author measured one which rose in 
± solid trunk to a considerable height, that was not 
less than seventy-six feet in circumference, at two 
feet from the ground. 

The climate here was fflofe temperate than in the 
first regidno? Etna, and' Che barometer had fallen to 
25 deg. #| train, which indicated an elevation of very 
star fcurthousand feet. 

- They dined in the ruins of a hottse in the inside of 
the gtaftchestiut tree, with an excellent appetite; 
dnd being &mviri?ed that ft was in vain to attempt to 
reach the top of the mountain in that direction, they 
began t<* descend j and after a fatiguing journey over 
old lava, they arrived about sun-set in a fertile spot at 
Jaci, Reale, where they took up their lodgings ia a 
canvtatt of Dominicans, 

ftoft irrst lava tfoey passed in their way thither, was 
not lea* than six or seven 'miles broad. It had run into 
the aes, afed divert back the Waves for upwards of a 
milej andhad forrned a large black promontory, where 
it was deep- water before. From appearances, this 
seemed to have begn thrown out in a recent eruption; 
but on referring to Seignior Rectapero, the historio- 
grapher of Etna, it appeared to be the very lava that 
bum fc&to Ettfam the time of the second Punic war, 
as'tttooftted b^Btodotu* Sicuks. 

In the lowest part of the region of Btna, the harvest 
wjb already over 5 but in the upper parts of the same 
regicta, nqar the confines of the woody track, it was 
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not nearly ripe. The reapers as. tb^/ went along, 
abused them from all quarters, with <extraordin#rjr 
fluency. This rude custom of the Stetttan* has. been, 
mentioned by Horace. v . , , 

In their way tjjey passed the soured of ;the famous 
cold river, celebrated W the poets. ii> the fable of Acis. 
and Galatea. It was here that Apis w#* supposed to 
have been killed by Polyphemus; and that the gods, 
out of compassion, transformed him into this river, 
which rises at once out of the earth., a copious stream. 
It is so cold, and probably so much impregnated with 
vitriol, that it is reckoned dangerous to drink it ; and 
cattle have often been killed by it. 

A little to the east of the river Acts, is the mouth 
of the Alcantara, one of the most .considerable rivers 
in the island. It takes its rise on the nprth side of 
Etna, and defines its boundary for, about sixty miles. 
Its course has, inmany places, been interrupted by the 
lava. 

The city of Jaci, or Aci, and iadeed all the towns 
on this coast, are founded on immense rocks of lava, 
piled one on another, in some places to an amazing 
height. Many of the places on this shore still retain 
their ancient names, but the attributes which the clas- 
sics give them are no more. 

From Jaci to Catania their road lay over lava, and 
consequently was very fatiguing. Within a few miles 
of the last-named place, they counted eight mountains 
formed by eruption, with each its extinguished crater. 
Some of these are very high, and of great compass. 

At some little distance from the shore, are three 
rocks of lava, which Pliny takes frequent notice of, 
and calls them the Three Cyclops. It is pretty singular, 
that they still retain the same name. 

The fate of Catania has been very remarkable, and 
will even appear fabulous. It is situated immediately 
at the foot of this great volcano, and has been several 
times destroyed by i\. It would indeed have bee?) . 
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extraordinary had it escaped) but what signalizes 
it roost, it was always in great want of a port, till by 
an eruption in the sixteenth century, what was denied 
by nature it received from the generosity of the moun- 
tain. A stream of lava running into the sea, formed 
a mole, which no expence could have supplied. This 
answered for some time the purpose of a safe and 
commodious harbour, till, by a subsequent eruption! 
it was entirely filled up and destroyed. For the bene- 
fit of the port, the Catanians think themselves in- 
debted to St. Agatha ; and when N k was destroyed, 
they confessed they had given just cause of offence to 
that saint, whose veil they preserve, and imagine it 
capable of performing many miracles. Indeed, every 
thing that has touched this piece of sacred attire, is 
supposed to be impregnated with some, extraordinary 
qualities. Thus there are numerous little bits of cot- 
ton and linen fixed to the veil, which, after the 
bishop's benediction, acquire a reputed power to save 
a person's house or garden ; and whenever this expe- 
dient fails, it is ascribed to the want of faith in the 
devotee, rather than want of efficacy in the veil. 

On their arrival at Catania, they were amazed to 
find, that, in such a noble and beautiful city, there 
was no such thing as an inn. By the assistance, how- 
ever, of'Canonico Recupero, to whom they carried 
letters of introduction, they soon procured comfortable 
lodgings in a convent. The prince of Biscaris, gover- 
nor of the place, on whom they waited, soon after 
* xeturned their visit, and made them many obliging 
offers. 

Seignior Recupero, who has written the history of 
the mountain, acted as their Cicerone. He confessed 
that he was embarrassed in his enquiries, by the Mo- 
saic date of the creation ; for that it required two 
thousand years or upwards to form a scanty bed of 
soil on a surface of lava 5 and that a pit had been sank 
to a great depth near Jaci, in which they pierced 
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seven strata of lava, each covered- with a thick bed of 
rich earth? consequently, reasoning from analogy, 
the lowest roust have flowed from the mountain four- 
teen thousand years ago. He owned that he could 
not, in conscience, make his mountain so young a* 
Moses made the world ; and that his bishop, who i* 
a good Catholic, warned him to be on his guard, and 
not pretend to be a better natural historian than that 
prophet. 

On the 26th they went to see the house and mu- 
seum of the prince of Biscaris, which is extremely rich 
in antiques ; and what enhanced the value of diem 
to the possessor, they were chiefly brought to light by 
the prince himself. He had dug them out of the an* 
cient theatre of Catania, at an incredible expence ; but 
happily his pains were amply repaid by the number 
and variety of curious objects he had discovered. It 
i> impossible to enumerate them, as they embrace a 
wide field of ancient treasures. 

This prince behaved with the most engaging polite- 
ness to our travellers, and his own manners were more 
attractive than all the curiosities he possessed. 

The same afternoon they went in Company with- 
Recupero, to visit a splendid building at some distance 
from the town, which appeared more like a royal 
palace than a convent of benedictine monks, which 
in fact it was. These fathers possessed no less than 
fifteen thousand pounds a year ; and seemed deter* 
mined to make sure of a paradise in this world, how- 
ever they might fare in the next. 

Those sons of humility, temperance, and mortifica- 
tion, received and entertained their visitors with great 
civility and politeness, and even without ostentation. * 
Their museum deserved notice. But their garden was 
the greatest curiosity j though formed on. the surface 
of the ragged and barren lava, it is distinguished tor 
neatness and variety. The walks are 'broad and paved 
with flints, and the trees and hedges, though cut into 
vol. ivui. c 
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a number of fantastic forms, thrive extremely od the 
artificial bed of earth. 

The church belonging to this convent, would be a 
noble pile, were the whole plan executed; but being 
founded on the surface of the porous and brittle lava, 
several of the arches have given way before more than 
a fifth of the edifice is completed. The organ is par- 
ticularly grand. 

Our travellers next went to examine where the lava 
had scaled the city walls. The walls are near sixty 
feet high, and of great strength, or they could not 
have resisted the torrent, which, accumulating at the 
bottom, instantly mounted over the top, and car- 
ried every thing along with irresistible violence. 
In its destructive course it covered up some fair foun- 
tains? one of which was so much esteemed, that the 
inhabitants pierced through the lava to recover their 
favourite spring. 

Catania, notwithstanding its dangerous situation, is 
looked upon as one of the most ancient cities in the 
island. Some of the Sicilian writers pretend that it 
was built by Deucalion and Pyrrha, as soon as the 
waters subsided. It is now reckoned the third city in 
the kingdom, though since the fatal pestilence in Mes- 
sina it may justly be considered as the second. It con- 
tains upwards of thirty thousand inhabitants; and is 
the seat of an university and a bishopric. The bi- 
shop's revenues chiefly arise from the sale of snow on 
Mount Etna, one small portion of which, lying on the 
north, is said to bring him in one thousand pounds 
annually. 

It should be observed, that ice and snow are uni- 
versally used in Sicily by all ranks ; and Etna not 
only supplies that island, but likewise Malta and part 
of Italy with this agreeable luxury. A famine of snow, 
they say, would be more grievous than a famine of 
corn or wine. Without Etna, which keeps them cooi 
in summer and warm in winter, they are of opinion 
Sicily would not be habitable. So strong is-habit, ar:d 
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so variable are the articles of luxury in different coon* 
tries! 

There are many remains of antiquity in this ,city, 
though it has frequently been overthrown. Most of 
then), however, »re in a very ruinous state.. One of 
the most remarkable, is an elephant of lava, with an 
obelisk of Egyptian granite on his back. There are 
likewise considerable remains of a spacious theatre j a 
large bath almost entire j the rains of a vast aqueduct, 
eighteen miles long; the remains of several temples 
are dedicated to Ceres, and another to Vulcan. The 
church, called Bocca di Fuoco, was also a temple 5 
but the most entire of any of the antiquities, is a small 
rotundo, which demonstrates this figure to be the most 
durable of any. 

It is remarkable that many of the ancient temples 
are converted into Christian churches, and dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, who seems to have been Song 
constituted universal legatee of all the ancient god- 
desses, celestial, terrestrial, and infernal j and indeed 
little more than the names are changed \ fot many of 
the present rites are as redicubus as the Pagan. 

In some places the very same images remain under 
a new appellation. Thus, what was Venus, or Pro- 
serpine, is now Mary M!agdalene, or the Virgin. The 
same ceremonies are daily performed before the** 
images, in the same language, and nearly in the same 
ibrocu The saints are perpetually descending in person 
and working miracles, like the heathen gods of old: 
The walls of the temples are covered with the vows of 
pilgrims, as they were formerly. The holy water ifr 
again revered and sprinkled about with the same de- 
votion as in the time of Paganism. The same .incense 
is burnt by priests, arrayed in the same manner* with tjhe 
same grimaces and genuflections,. Ja short ,so nearly do* 
the rites coincide, that were the Pagan high priest, to 
come back and reassume his functions, he would only 
have to learn a few new pames and a few prayers, 
which would be easy to him, as they are in a language 
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he would understand $ while bis modern successors 

only repeat them by rote*. 

On the 27th of May, at day-break, they set off to 
visit Mount Etna, that venerable and respectable father 
of mountains. His base and his immense declivities 
#re covered over with a numerous progeny of his own $ 
for every great eruption produces a new mountain. 

Etna, as has been previously observed, is divided into 
three distinct regions ; the Fertile Region ; the Woody 
Region ; and the Barren Region. These three are as 
distinct, both in climate and productions, as the three 
zones of the earth 5 and might, with propriety, have 
been styled the torrid, temperate, and frigid regions. 
The first surrounds the mountain, and constitutes the 
most fertile country in the world, on all sides of it, to 
the extent of about fourteen or fifteen miles, where 
the woody region begins. It is composed almost en- 
tirely of lava, which, after a number of ages, is at last 
converted into the most fertile of soils. 

At Catania the harvest was over, and the heats almost 
insupportable ; while at Nicolosi, twelve miles up the 
mountain, the corn was yet green, and the climate 
temperate. The fruit of this region is reckoned 
the finest in Sicily, particularly the figs, of which they 
have a great variety. One of these, of a very large 
size and superior flavour, is pretended to be peculiar 
to Etna. 

The lavas, which from this region of the mountain, 
take their rise from an infinite number of the most 
beautiful little hills, which are every where scattered 
on the immense declivity. They are all of a regular 
figure, either conical or hemispherical, and are gene- 

* Even the sensible Catholics themselves cannot help seeing 
and ridiculing the superstition of their rites. As Huet, one 
day, was pawing the statue of Jupiter, in the Capitol at Rome, 
he puUed off his hat and made him a bow. A Jacobite gen- 
tleman, who. had fled from his country, observing it, asked 
why he paid so much respect to that old gentleman; For the 
same reason, replied Heuet, that you pay so much to the 
pretender; because there is a probability that his time will 
come round again. 
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rally clothed with trees and the richest verdure. Every 
eruption generally forms one of those hills. 

As the great crater of Etna itself is raised to sucfo 
enormous height above the lower regions of the moun- 
tain, it is not possible that the internal fire, raging for 
a vent, even round the base, and probably below it, 
should be carried upright to the height of twelve or 
thirteen thousand feet, the computed elevation of the 
summit. It has, therefore, generally happened that, af- 
ter shaking the mountain and its vicinity for some time, 
it at last bursts open its side ; and this is denominated 
an eruption. 

At first it sends forth only a thick smoke and showers 
of ashes, that lay waste the adjacent country : these 
are followed with red-hot stones and rocks of a great 
size, thrown up to an immense height in the air. The 
fall of these stones, together with the quantity of ashes 
discharged at the same time, at last form a spherical 
or conical mountain. Sometimes this process is fi- 
nished in a few days ; and sometimes it lasts for months, 
as happened in the great eruption of 1669, when a 
mountain, upwards of seven or eight miles in circum- 
ference, and one thousand feet perpendicular height, 
was raised. 

After the new mountain is formed, the lava gene- 
rally bursts out from the lower side, and bearing every 
thing before it, for the most part terminates in the sea. 
However, the volcano sometimes discharges stoneai 
and ashes from its crater, without forming any new. 
mountain, but only increasing the height of some old* 
one; till at last the lava, rising near the summit, burst* 
the side of thecrater, and the eruption is at once declared. 

Recnpero assured our author, that he saw, in an' 
•ruption of Etna, large rocks of fire discharged to the 
height of some thousand feet, with a noise more ter- 
rible than the loudest thunder. He measured' from; 
the time of their greatest elevation to their reaching 
the ground, and found it took up the space of twenty-! 
two seconds, wU'^aoc^dingrt^thotksual rule of coo»»: 

C 3 
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puling descents, must give a height of more than seven 
thousand feet. This requires a force of projection 
beyond what natural powers give us any conception of. 

Their landlord at Nicolosi gave them an account of 
the singular fate of the beautiful country near Hybla, 
at no great distance. It was so celebrated for its fer- 
tility, and particularly for its honey, that it was called 
Mel Passi, till it was overwhelmed by the lava of Etna, 
when, by a pun, its name was chauged to Mai Passi.* 
In a subsequent eruption, by a shower of ashes from 
the mountain, it soon recovered its ancient beauty and 
fertility; but in the unfortunate eraof lfjfjp, it was again 
deluged by an ocean of fire, which reduced it to tbe 
most wreched sterility. However, the Java, in its 
course over this fine country, left several little hillocks, 
or islands, which appear in all the bloom of luxuriant 
vegetation ; and, contrasted with the large fields of 
black and rugged lava, have a romantic effect. 

Mr.Brydone visited Monpelieri, which is of a sphe- 
rical shape, and perfectly regular on every side. Its 
perpendicular elevation does not exceed three hundred 
feet, and its whole surface is covered with the richest 
profusion of fruits and flowers. Its crater is as exactly 
hollowed out as the best made bowl, and rmry be about 
a mile in circumference. 

This beautiful mountain was formed by the first 
eruption that destroyed Met Passi, which buried a great 
number of villages and country houses ; and par- 
ticularly two noble churches, more lamented than all 
the rest, because they contained some statues of great 
celebrity. Many ineffectual attempts had been made 
to recover them, as the spot on which the churches 
stood could never be exactly ascertained, indeed it was 
impossible it should ; for these churches being built of 
lava, it melted as soon as it came in contact with the 
torrent of new erupted matter. 

Massa says that, in some eruptions of Etna, the lava 
has poured down with such sudden impetuosity, that 
ju the course of a few hours, churches, palaccs,and vil- 



TH»0U(M!8tCrfl,Y AND. MALTA. f$ 

hgm have bedn;entirely melted down and ran off in 
fusion, wttbomt leaving a trace of their former exist- 
ence. But if the lava has had any considerable time ta 
cool, this singular effect never happens. 

In the great eruption of. l66g } after the whole 
country had been .shook for four months, and several 
mountains of stones and ashes formed, the lava burst 
out like a torrent, about a mile above Monpelieri, and 
bearing against the middle of that mountain, made a 
deep impression ;, then, flowing round it, united on 
the farther side ; and. laying waste the whole country, 
scaled the walls, of Catania, and poured its flaming 
stream into the ocean. In its way it is said to have 
destroyed the possessions of thirty thousand people, ' 
and to have reduced them to beggary. It formed se- 
veral hills where thetfe were formerly valleys, and tilled 
up a large lake, of which not a vestige is to be seen. 

In this extraordinary eruption, a vineyard belong* 
ing to a convent of Jesuits lay directly in its way. The 
vineyard was over an ancient lava, with a number of 
caverns and crevices under it. The liquid lava enter- 
ing these caverns, soon filled them up, and by degrees 
raised the vineyard. The Jesuits, who expected every 
moment to see it buried, beheld with amazement the 
whole field begin to move off. It was carried to a 
considerable distance, and though the greatest part of 
it was destroyed, some of it is still visible. 

The mouth from which this dreadful torrent issued, 
they were surprised to find was only three or four - 
yards in diameter. Opposite to it is a vast cavern, so 
dismal and gloomy, thai thei» landlord informed them, 
some persons had lost their senses by advancing too far, 
imagining they saw devils and damned spirits \ for the 
notion is still very general here, that Etna is the mouth, 
of hell. 

Our travellers found a degree of wildness and fero? 
city in the inhabitants of this mountain beyond what 
they had been accustomed to. It Was with difficulty 
that the person recommended by Rpcupero could be 
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permitted by his countrymen to atten&them Thf* 
nan obtained the appellation of the Cyclops, from 
his intimate acquaintance with Etna. ^ 

It was no easy matter to convince these menu* 
taineer*, that they were Christians, and that they had 
sot for their object the discovery of hidden treasures. 
Every bit of lava, or pumice stone, they took up, was 
watched with a jealous eye; They asked what nstf 
they could be applied to 5 and when Mr. Brydbne, in 
jest, said, that some people in his country could ex- 
tract gold from them, they wished to acquire this secret; 
which, they observed, would make them the richest 
people on earth. 

Our author, at last, being apprehensive that he 1 
might have carried the jest too far, by pretending to 
say that gold could be extracted from lava, lest he 
should be importuned for a secret he did not know, 
pulled out some pieces of lava to the next party be 
fell in with, and told them they were at their service. 
But they refused, saying, they wished to the Virgin 
and St. Agatha that he would take away the whole of 
it, as it had ruined the finest country in all Sicily. 

One fellow, who assumed a superior air of wisdom 
and dignity to the rest, making his countrymen forma 
circle round Mr. Brydone, began to interrogate him 
with great gravity and composure. He desired to 
know, with truth and precision, what was the real 
motive for coming to visit Etna j and when he was 
told, in one word, curiosity, he observed, a Very pretty 
reason truly. 

He was then questioned as to his country, and 
whether he was a Christian. They knew not even 
where England lay, though one of them recollected 
that several liiglese had at different times paid visits 
to Mount Etna, and they could not find out the reason, 
< unless it was out of respect to an English queen*, who 
bad burnt in the volcano for many years past. JSfr. 
Brydone was anxious to discover the name of this 
queen, whom. sn|)«r«Ution had consigned to- such a 
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punishment; and with some difficulty, found it was 
the unfortunate Anne Bullen, whose imputed crime, 
in tbe eyes of the Catholics, was making a heretic of 
her husband. And what became of Henry VIII. asked 
oar author, surely he must be here too? Sicnro, 
"certainly," said the mountaineer, "and all his heretic 
subjects likewise; and if you are of that number, you 
neecWiot be in such a hurry to get thither, you will be 
sure of 'it at fast."' 

Soon after this curious conversation, they left Nico- 
losi, and in less than two hours, .travelling over ashes 
and lava, they came to the Regione Sylvosa. As soon 
as they entered those delightful forests, they seemed 
to be get into another world. The air, which before 
was sultry and hot, was now cool and refreshing, and 
every breeze came loaded with a thousand perfumes'. 
Many parts of this region are surely the most heavenly 
spots on earth $ and ifEtnfi resembles hell within, 
it may, with equal justice, be said to resemble para* 
disc without. 

The woody region of Etna ascends for about eight 
or nine miles, and forms a zone or girdle, of the 
brightest verdure all round the mountain. After pas- 
sing through half this track, they took up their lodg- 
ings for the night hva cavern, where they were enrap* 
tured with the prospects-, and seemed already to have 
- been elevated above earth. 

This cave, which has received the name of LaSpe- 
lonca dal Capriole, was surrounded by stately oak*, 
of the dry leaves of which- our travellers made very 
comfortable beds, and with their branches kindled a 
good five. The thermometer* here had fallen below 
sixty, and the barometer stood at twenty- four degrees 
two minutes. At one extremity of the cave they found 
alarge quantity of snow, which was avery fortunate cir- 
cumstance for them, as no water was to be had in 
the vicinity. 

After returning to their beds of leaves, their rest 
was somewhat disturbed by the noise of a mountain 



that lay a good way off, ou their right. It had ben 
formed by an eruption four yean before ; yet the fire 
was Dot yet extinguished, nor was the lava by any 
means cold. This lava spent its fury on a beautiful 
forest, which it laid waste to a great extent. . In their 
road, next day, they scrambled over part of this lava, 
the surface of which appeared cold and solid ; though 
it was certain, that the internal part of the mass was 
still hot and liquid. A solid body of fire, of some 
hundred feet in thickness, requires many years to cool, 
particularly as the external air is excluded by the in* 
crustation that speedily forms on its surface. 

By degrees they got above the region of vegetation, 
and looked back on the forests of Etna, which now 
appeared like a dark and gloomy gulf, encompassing 
the mountain. The prospect before them was wholly 
4 liferent. They beheld an expanse of snow and ice 
which alarmed them exceedingly, and almost stag* 
gered their resolution to proceed, though under the 
trusty guidance of the Cyclops. In the centre of this 
expanse, but still at a great distance, they descried 
the lofty summit of the mountain, rearing its tie* 
mondous head, and vomiting out torrents of smoke. 
It appeared, indeed, altogether inaccessible, from the 
yast extent of the fields of snow and ice that surrounded 
it. The Cyclops increased their apprehension, by in- 
forming them that it sometimes happened, that the 
surface of the mountain being hot below, melted the 
snow in particular spots, and formed pools of water, 
where it was impossible to foresee the danger $ that 
it likewise happened, that the surface of the water, 
as well as (he snow, was covered with black ashes, 
which gave a fallacious appearance of security; but 
he concluded by assuring them of his utmost caution 
for their preservation. 

Accordingly, after a conference, they determined to 
send back their cattle to the forest below, and to 
prepare to climb the snows. This was about eleven at 
nighty TheCyclppsU^acheeryjgQ^aughtofbrandr, 
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and bid them do the same, as they had seven miles of 
snow to pass before they could reach the summit. 

The ascent for some time was not steep; and as 
the surface of the snow sunk a little, they had tole- 
rable good footing ; but. as soon as it, began to grow 
steeper, they found their labour increase. However 
they determined to persevere, calling to mind that the 
emperor Adrian and the philosopher Plato had under- 
gone the same labour tor the same object, to see the 
sun rise from the top of Etna. 

After incredible fatigue intermixed with some pleas- 
ing prospects, they arrived before dawn, at the ruins 
of an ancient structure, called II torre del Filosofo, 
supposed to have been built by the philosopher Era- 
pedocles, who took up his habitation here, the better 
to study the nature of Mount Etna. By others, how- 
ever, it is said, to be the ruins of a temple of Vulcan, 
whose workshop, as all the world knows, was in Mount 
Etna. 

Here they rested for some time, and made a fresh 
application to their liqueur bottle. The sky was clear, 
and the immense vault of heaven appeared in awful 
majesty and splendor. They found themselves more 
struck with veneration than below, and at first were 
at a loss to account for the cause ; till they, observed 
with astonishment, that the number of stars seemed 
to be infinitely increased, and their lustre doubled. 
The whiteness of the milky way was like a pure flame 
that shot across the heavens ; . and with the naked eye 
they could discover clusters, of stars, that were invisi- 
ble below. 

This was. a natural consequence of having passed 
through ten or twelve thousand feet of gross vapour, . 
which blunts and confuses every ray before it reaches 
the surface of the earth. They exclaimed, what a glori- 
ous situation for an observatory. They regretted that 
Jupiter was not visible, as they think it probable they 
might have discovered some of his satellites with the 
naked eye,, or at least with a pocket telescope. 
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They observed a great way below them, a rnovm^ 
light, probably an ignis fatuus, and they likewise took: 
notice of those meteors, called falling stars, which still 
appeared to be as much elevated above them as when 
they were on the plain ; so that in all probability, 
those bodies move in regions much beyond the bounds 
that philosophers have assigned to our atmosphere. 

Having contemplated these objects for some time 
with delight, they again set off, and soon arrived at 
the foot of the great crater of the mountain. This is 
of an exact conical figure, and rises equally on all sides. 
It is wholly composed of ashes and other burnt ma- 
terials, discharged from the mouth of the volcano 
within its centre. This conical mountain is of great 
magnitude; its circumference cannot be less than ten 
miles. 

Here they found the mercury had sunk to 20 ite?. 
A\ mm. and they took another rest, as the most toil- 
some part of their journey still remained. The moun- 
tain now became excessively steep; and though it 
was externally black, it was nevertheless covered with 
snow, under a pretty thick layer of ashes> which much 
facilitated their footing on this frozen track. 

After about an hour's climbing, they get to the ter- 
mination of the snow, and found a warm and gratefol 
Vapour issuing fromthemouritain, which induced tbetn 
;to make another halt. Hvsre the mercury stood to 
19 deg. 6£ min. and the. thermometer had sunk to 
three degrees below the point of congelation. Before 
they left the summit, it fell two degrees more. 

From this spot it was only about three hundred 
yards to the highest peak, where they arrived in fail 
time to see the most wonderful and sublime sight 
that nature can present. . 

But here description must ever fall shoft, for no 
imagination has dared to form an idea of so glorious 
and so magnificent 4 scene. Neither is there on the 
surface of the globe, any one point that uukes so 
many awful and sublime objects. The itnmea* 
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elevation from the surface of the earth, drawn, as it 
were, to a single point, without any other mountain 
for the senses and imagination to rest on, and recover 
from their astonishment in their way down to the 
world* This point, or pinnacle, raised on the brink 
of a bottomless gulf, often discharging rivers of fire, 
and throwing out burning rocks with a noise that as- 
tounds, and a force that often shakes the whole island. 
Add to this the unbounded extent of the prospect, 
comprehending the greatest diversity and the most 
beautiful' scenery in nature ; with the rising sun ad* 
vancing in the east to illuminate the wondrous scene. 
The whole atmosphere, by degrees, kindled up 
and dimly shewed the boundless landscape. Both sea 
and land looked dark and confused, as if only Emerg- 
ing from their original chaos ; and light and darkness 
seemed still undivided, till the morning, by degrees 
advancing, completed the separation. The stars are 
extinguished, and the shades disappear* The forests t 
which just before seemed black, and the bottom tess 
gulfs, from whence no ray was reflected, to shew 
Uieir former colours, appeared a new creation, rising 
to the sight, catching life and beauty from every bright- 
euing beam. The scene still enlarges, and the hori- 
zon seems to expand itself on all sides, till the glorious 
orb of day, rising in the east, with his plastic ray, 
completes the mighty scene. All appears enchant- 
ment, and it is difficult to conceive this is earth. The 
senses, unaccustomed to the sublimity of such a view, 
are bewildered and confounded y and it is not Jill aftef 
some time, that they are capable of separating and 
judging of the objects that compose it. 

The body of the sun is seen rising from the ocean, 
immense tracks both of sea and land intervening j the 
islands of Lipari> Panari, Alicudi, Strombolo, and ' 
Volcano, with their smoking summits appear beneath 
the spectator's feet 5 and he looks down on the whole 
of Sicily, as on a map, in which he can trace every 
river through all its meanders, from its source to its 

VOL. XVIII. D 
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efflux. The view is absolutely boundless on every 
side, nor is there any object within the circle of vision 
to interrupt it> so that the sight is every where lost in 
the immensity ; and nothing bnt the imperfection of 
the organs of vision can prevent a prospect of the coasts 
of Africa, and even of Greece, which are certainly 
above the horizon. 

Such is the animated picture Mr. Brydone gives us 
of his pleasures and feelings on rhe summit of Etna, 
the circumference of whose visible horizon cannot be 
less than two thousand miles. 

At Malta, which is near two hundred miles distant, 
they perceive all the eruptions from the second region ; 
and that island is often discovered from about one half 
of the actual elevation of Etna. 

The most beautiful part, however, of the scene is 
certainly the mountain itself, the island of Sicily, and 
the smaller islands that spot the bosom of the sea. 
All these by a kind of magic in vision, seem as if they 
were brought close round the skirts of Etna > the dis- 
tances appearing reduced to nothing. 

The liegione Deserta, or the frigid zone of Etna, 
first arrests the attention. It is marked out by a cir- 
cle of snow and ice, which extends on all sides to the 
distance of about eight miles, in the centre of this 
circle, the great crater of the mountain rears its burn- 
ing head ; and the extremes of intense cold, and in- 
tense heat, seem to be united in the same point. 

This region is immediately succeeded by the Regi- 
oneSylvosa which forms a circle or girdle of the most 
beautiful green, presenting* remarkable contrast with 
the desert region. It is not smooth and even, like 
the greatest part of the latter j but is finely variegated 
with an infinite number of those delightful little moun- 
tains, that have been formed by the different eruptions 
of Etna, 

The circumference of this zone, or great circle, on 
Etna, is not less than seventy or eighty miles. It isevery 
where succeeded by vineyards, orchards, and corn- 



THROUGH SICILY AN© MALTA. 2? 

fields, which compose the Regions Culta^ or fertile 
region. This last zone is much broader than the 
others, and extends on all sides to the foot of the 
mountain. Its whole circumference, according to 
Recupero, is one hundred and eighty- three miles. 

This last track is likewise covered with a number 
of little conical or spherical mountains, and exhibits a 
wonderful variety of forms and colours, which make 
a delightful contrast with the superior regions. It is 
bounded by the sea on the south and south-oast, and 
on all other sides by the rivers Simetus and Alcantara* 
which almost encircle it. 

On the sun's first rising, the shadow of the mount 
tain extends itself across the whole island, and makes 
a large visible track, even in the sea and in the air* 
By degrees this is shortened, and in a little time is 
confined to the neighbourhood of Etna. 

The present crater of this immense volcano is about 
three miles and a half in circumference. It goes 
shelving down on each side,, and forms a regular hol-i 
low like a vast amphitheatre. From many places of 
this space issue volumes of sulphureous smoke, which; 
being heavier than the circumambient air, instead of 
rising in it, immediately, on its reaching, the verge of 
the crater, rolls down the side of the mountain like a 
torrent 5 till reaching a part pf the atmosphere of the 
same specific gravity with itself, it shoots off horizon* 
tally, and forms a large track in the air, in thedkeetk* 
of the wind. 

The crater is so hot, that it is dangerous, if not im-» 
possible, to descend into it, and in many places the sur-5 
face is so soft, that there have been instances of persons 
sinking down into it, and paying for their temerity 
with their lives. Near the centre of the crater is the 
great mouth of the volcano, that tremendous gulf, so 
celebrated in all ages, regarded both as the terror and 
scourge of present and future lite, by well-grounded 
fear, or gloomy superstition. 

It was with a fixture of pleasure and pain, that out 
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travellers quitted this awful scene. Bat the wind had 
risen very high, and clouds began to collect round the 
mountain's head. In short, they expected to have seen 
a thunder-storm beneath their feet, no unusual sight in 
this situation; but the clouds being dispersed by the 
winds, they lost this sublime prospect. 

A musket fired here had no louder report than that 
of a pocket pistol ; and in fact, the thinner the air, 
the less must the impression of sound be on the ear. 

When they arrived at the foot of the cone, they 
observed some rocks of an incredible size, that had 
been discharged from the crater, probably ages ago ; 
as the ruins of Torre del Filosofo, so near the top of 
Etna, prove that few eruptions of any magnitude nave 
risen so high in the mountain, for a period beyond his- 
torical evidence. 

Erapedocles, to whom this structure is ascribed, was 
a native of Agrigentum, and is supposed to have died 
about four hundred years before the Christian era. He 
is said to have thrown himself headlong into the gulf 
of Etna, to confirm the idea that he was a god, by pre-- 
venting people from accounting for his death ; but 
the treacherous mountain thre.w up his slippers, which 
were of brass, and announced that he was only a mor- 
tal. v 

Mr. Brydone, on leaving this stupendous scene, had 
the misfortune to slip on the ice, and sprained his 
ancle to such a degree, that he was obliged to be sup- 
ported for some way by two men. At last they reached 
their mules, and took some repose once more in the 
Spelonca del Capriole on a bed of leaves, which they 
thought a paradise after all their fatigues. 

It was about six in the morning when they left the 
summit of Etna, and it was eight at night before they 
reached Catania. They observed, with mingled plea- 
sure and pain, the change of the climates as they de- 
scended. From the region of the most rigid winter 
they soon arrived in that of the most perfect spring. 
Qn first entering the forests, the trees, were as naked 
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as in December $ but after descending aietv mites* thsy 
found themselves in the mildest and the softest of cli- 
mates j the trees in full verdure, and the fields covered 
with, all the flowers of summer. No sooner again had 
they left the woods, and entered the lower track, thaa 
the heat became altogether insupportable, and they 
suffered dreadfully from it before they could reach 
Catania. 

Though the want of a quadrant prevented our author 
from measuring the height of Etna geometrically, from 
the most accurate observations he could make, by 
means of the barometer, it did not exceed twelve thou- 
sand feet perpendicular, or little more than two 
pules. 

It seems that philosophers are much divided on 
this subject, some making it higher than the Andes, 
or indeed than any mountain on earth ; and in general 
the altitude appears to be reckoned too high ; though 
nothing would be easier, with proper instruments, than 
than to ascertain it with precision. 

The wind and our author's unfortunate sprain, in 
a great measure prevented their electrical experiments % 
however, they found near Nicolosi, and particularly 
on the top of Monpelieri, that the air was in a very 
favourable state for operations of this kind. Here the 
little pitb-balls,-when insulated, were sensibly affected, 
and repelled each other above an inch. It is ex- 
tremely probable, indeed, that upon these mountains 
formed by eruptions, where the air is strongly im- 
pregnated with sulphureous effluvia, great electrical 
experiments might be made. And perhaps of all the 
reasons assigned for the wonderful vegetation that is 
performed on Etna, there is none which contributes 
so much towards it, as this constant electrical state of 
the air $ for, from a variety of experiments, it has been, 
found, that the quantity of the electrical matter has a 
very sensible effect, both on vegetable and animal life; 
Electricity, indeed, may be considered as the great! 
vivifying principle of natnre, by which she carries on 
d3 
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her principal operations. It is a fifth element, dis« 
tinct from, and of a superior nature to, the other four, 
which compose only the corporeal parts of matter; but 
this subtle active fluid is a kind of soul that pervades 
and quickens every particle of it.* 

So highly electric is the vapour of volcano*, that it 
has been observed in some eruptions, both of Etna and 
Vesuvius, that the whole track of smoke, which some* 
times extended one hundred miles, produced the most 
tremendous effects; killing shepherds and flocks on 
the mountains, blasting trees, and setting tire to houses, 
wherever it fell in with them on an elevated situa- 
tion. 

The variety of waters about Etna is very remark- 
able j some are extremely cold, some are periodical, 
• and others are highly deleterious. Recupero informed 
them that about twenty years ago a rent opened in 
the mountain, which for a considerable time sent fortk 
"•such a mephitic vapour, that, like the lake Avernus, 
birds were suffocated in flying over it. 
- There are many caverns about Etna, where the air 
is insupportabry cold, which serve the peasants as 
ice-houses. Kircher speaks of one capable of contain- 
ing thirty thousand men, where many people have been 
lost by their temerity in advancing too far. One of those 
caverns still retains the name of Proserpine, from its 
being supposed, by the ancients, the passage by which 
Pluto conveyed her into his dominions. 

This mountain is likewise celebrated for its vege- 
table stores* Among others are said to be cinnamon, 

* There have been instances of the human body becoming 
electric without the mediation of any electric substance, and 
even emitting sparks of fire with a disagreeable sensation, and 
an extreme degree of nervous sensibility. It is not unlikely, 
indeed, that many diseases originate from an excess or defect 
of the electric principle in the constitution. The malades ixs- 
aginaires, or hypochondriac, having too small a quantity of 
this fire, should increase it by wearing some electric substance 
next their skin; such as flannel and silk. 
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sarsapariJla, sassafras, rhubarb, and palma christi, from* 
the seed of which castor oil is extracted. 

There were, formerly, a great number of wild beastr 
in the woody region of Etna ; butlhe number is now 
greatly reduced. They have still, however, the wild 
boar, the roe-buck, and a kind of wild goat. The 
race of stags, as well as of bears, is thought to be ex- 
tinct. 

The horses and cattle of Mount Etna are esteemed 
the best in Sicily. The cattle are of a very large size, 
and their horns are of such expansion, that they aye 
preserved as curiosities in some museums. 

Our travellers having satisfied their curiosity on this 
mountain, so. illustrious from remote antiquity to- the 
present times, on the 3 1st of May embarked on board 
a felucca for Syracuse. The wind was favourable, 
and they made a rapid progress. The view of Etna,' 
during the whole of this voyage, was wonderfully 
tine, and the bold black coast, formed, for nearly thirty 
miles, of the lava of that immense volcano; gave the 
most awful ide^ of its eruptions. 

The prospect, indeed, of this mountain from the 
sea, is more complete and satisfactory than any where 
on tbe island/ The eye takes in a greater portion of 
the circle ; ami the different regions are more distinctly 
marked out, by their different colours and proportions* 
t*xposi«g at once every climate and season : 

Where blossom, fruits, and flower* together rise, 
And the whole year in gay confusion lies. 

They passed the mouths of several rivers. The first 
and roost considerable was the Giarretta, or river of 
St. Paul, formerly the Si met us, and, uflder that name, 
celebrated by the poets. This river was navigable in 
the time o£ tbe Romans. It takes its rise on the n«rth 
side of Etna, and surrounding the west skirts of the 
mountain, tails into the sea near the ruins of the an* 
cient Morgantio. Near its month it throws up large 
quantities of line amber, which is carefully collected 
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Iff the peasants, and brought to Catania, where it .is 
manufactured into crosses, beads, saints, and other ar- 
ticles, and sold at high prices to the superstitious. 

The generation of amber has long been a contro- 
verted point among naturalists. It is generally sup- 
posed to be a kind of gum, or bitumen, that issues from 
the earth in a liquid state, and afterwards becomes 
indurated by exposure to the air. 

Not far from the mouth of the Simetus, are two of 
the largest lakes in Sicily ; the Beviere and the Pan- 
tana ; the first of which is supposed to have been form- 
ed by Hercules; and in consequence was reputed 
sacred by the ancients. They are full of a variety of 
iish, one species of which, called Molletti, is much es- 
teemed. 

In a few hours sailing, they came in sight of the 
city of Augusta, beautifully situated on a small island, 
that was formerly a peninsula. Both the city and 
fortifications appeared considerable. Within a few 
miles of this lie the ruins of Little Hybla, so celebrated 
for its honey. 

Some time before, their arrival at Syracuse, it fell a 
dead calm, and they spied a fine turtle fast asleep on 
the surface of the water. This prize they hoped to 
have secured ; but while they were in the act of seizing 
it, the turtle slipt through their fingers, aud deprived 
them of their expected luscious banquet. 

Soon after, the remaius of the mighty Syracuse ap- 
peared, the remembrance of whose glory, magnificence, 
and illustrious deeds, filled them with veneration. But 
how are the mighty fallen ! This proud city, that vied 
with Rome herself, is now reduced to a heap of rub- 
bish $ for what remains of it scarcely deserves the 
.name of a town. They rowed round the greatest part 
ofjtbe walls, without seeing a human creature ; those 
y®ry walU that, were the terror of the Roman arms ; 
from whence. Archimedes battered their fleets, and 
•with his engines lifted their vessels from the sea, and 
dashed th,ero against the rocks. 
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'they found the interior part of the city agreed but 
too well with its external appearance. There was 
no inn to be found ; and after visiting all the monas- 
teries and religious fraternities, in search of beds, they 
found them so wretchedly mean and dirty, that they 
preferred sleeping on straw. 

They had introductory letters to Count Gaetano, 
who made many apologies for not being able to ac- 
commodate them with suitable lodgings ; but, in other 
respects, tbey were under many obligations to him 
for his civilities. 

Of the four cities which composed the ancient Sy* 
ncuse, there remains only Ortigia the smallest, which 
is situated on an island, of the same n*»ne, and contains 
about fourteen thousand inhabitants. The ruins of the 
other three, Tycha, Achradina, andNeapoli, are -com* 
puted at twenty-two miles in circumference ; but 
almost the whole of this space is now converted into 
rich vineyards, orchards, and corn-fields. * 

The principal remains of antiquity are, a theatre 
and amphitheatre, many sepulchres, the Latomie, the 
Catacombs, and the famous Ear of Dionysius, which 
it was. impossible to destroy.' The Latomie now forms 
a noble subterraneous garden, and is, indefcd, one of 
the most beautiful and romantic spots in the world. 
Most of it is about one hundred feet below the sur^< 
face of the earth, and of an incredible extent. The 
whole is hewn out of a rock as hard as marble. The 
bottom of this immense quarry, from which the greatest 
part of Syracuse was probably built; is now covered 
with an exceeding rich soil, and being secure frorh 
every wind, produces shrubs and fruit trees of the ut- 
most luxuriance and beauty. . The orauges, citrons, • 
bergamots, pomegranates, olives and figs, are of a re- 
markable size and fine quality. 

fn this garden there is a variety of wild and romantic 
scenes, in the midst of which tney were surprised by 
the appearance of a figure under one of tjhe caverns, 
that accorded with the solemnity of the place. v It was 
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sin aged mat) with a long flowing beard, that reached 
to his wai«t. His hands were shook by the palsy ; his 
face was farrowed with years, and his locks scanty and 
grey. He supported himself on a kind of pilgrim's 
staff; and from his neck hong a string of large beads, 
with a crucifix appended. 

This venerable figure was the hermit of the place, 
and belonged to a convent of Capuchins on the rock 
above 5 but had now bid adieu to the upper world, 
and was determine! to spend the rest of his life in this 
solitude, in prayer and preparation for heaven. They 
left some money for him on the rock 5 for the Capu- 
chins touch ne money except with a pair of pincers, 
which convey it to their sack or cowl, to carry to 
market. 

The Ear of Dionysius is no less a monument of the 
ingenuity and magnificence, than of the cruelty of 
that tyrant. It is a huge cavern, cut out of the solid 
rock in the form of the human organ of hearing. | 
The perpendicular height is about eighty feet, and the 
length is not less than two hundred and fifty. The 
cavern was said to be contrived so that every sound 
was collected and united into one point, as into a focus, 
which was called the tympanum. Exactly opposite 
to this the tyrant had a small aperture, communicating 
with an apartment in which he used to conceal him- 
selt. To this opening he applied his ear, and is said 
to have heard distinctly every word that was spoken 
in the cavern below. 

No sooner was this apartment finished, and a proof 
made of it, than be put to deatiwll the workmen em- 
ployed in its fabrication. He then confined all whom 
he suspected to be his enemies ; and by listening to 
their conversation, determined as to their guilt, and 
punished or acquitted them accordingly. 

As this chamber of Dionysius is very high in the 
rock, and now totally inaccessible, they had pot an 
opportunity of making proof of this curious experi- 
ment. The echo in the Ear, however, is prodigious, 
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and superior to any thing they Bad evef ht&rd. The 
holes in the rock, to which the prisoners were chained, 
still remain, and even the lead and iron 1ft several of 
them. 

The amphitheatre is in the form of a very* eccentric 
ellipse, and is much ruined) but the theatre is so en- 
tire, that most of the gradini, or seats, still remain. 
Both these lie in that part of the city called Neapolis. 

They searched among the sepulchres, several of 
which are very elegant, for that of Archimedes, but 
could see nothing resembling it. At his own desire, 
it was adorned with the figure of a sphere inscribed in 
a cylinder^ but had been lost by his ungrateful country- 
men, even before the time that Cicero was questor of 
Sicily. That great orator and philosopher, with an 
enthasiastic admiration of the genius of Archimedes, 
undertook the search for his tontb, and had the felici- 
ty to discover it among some brakes. 

The catacombs are little inferior to those of Rome 
or Naples, and are constructed in the same style. There 
are many remains of temples. A few columns shew 
where that of Jupiter Olympius stood. The temple 
of Minerva, now converted into a cathedral, and dedi- 
cated to the Virgin, is almost entire. 

As the celebrated fountain of Arethusa has even 
been looked upon as one of the greatest curiosities of 
Syracuse, our travellers were anxious to visit it. 

This fountain was dedicated to Diana, who bad a 
magnificent temple near it, where great festivals were 
annually celebrated. They found a number of nymphs, 
up to the knees washing their garments in it ; but these 
were not of Diana's train, and they had no reason to 
dread the fate of Action and Alpheus. 

Arethusa is indeed an astonisiiing fountain ; and 
rises at once out of the earth to the size of a river. 
The poeucal^ctionscdhcarning it are numerous. Many 
of the people here believe to this day, that it is the 
identical river Arethusa, which sinks under ground, 
uearOlyrapia in<*Teece, and continuing its cdurse for 
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five or six hundred miles below the ocean, rises again 

in this spot. 

In confirmation of this, it is said that after the great 
sacrifices at Olympia, the blood of which fell into that 
river, the waters of Arethusa rose for several days 
tinged with red. This, like many modern miracle, 
was probably a trick of the priests. Those of Diana 
had the charge of the fountain of Arethusa} and uo 
doubt were much interested in supporting the credit 
of their goddess. 

At a little distance from Arethusa, is a large spring 
of fresh water, that boils up in the sea. It is called 
Occhi di Zilica,or Alpheus, and is fabled by the pueu 
to have pursued Arethusa below the sea all the wa> to 
Sicily. This probably did not exist in very early age*, 
as the most ancient authors do not mention it. 

Syracuse has two t harbours, the largest of which, on 
the south-west side of Ortigia, is reckoned six milts 
round. It is said by Diodorus to have run almost into 
the heart of the city 3 and the cntiy was so strongly 
fortified, that the Komah fleets could never peuetraui 
it. 

The smaller port is on the north-east of Ortigia, and 
is likewise recorded to have been highly ornamented. 
Near this port, they shew the spot where the house 
of Archimedes stood 3 and likewise the tower from 
whence he is said to have set fire to the Roman gal- 
leys with his burning glasses j a story long believed, 
but now generally exploded, Uuless the powers of the 
" ancient specula were much superior to any that mo- 
dern times have produced. Our author, however! 
thiuks this might have been effected by means of com- 
mon looking glasses, or highly polished plates of uie* 
tal. 

Our travellers were soon tired of Syracuse, which 

was the most wretched of all wretched places the/ 

had ever seen. To contrast its former magnificence 

. with its present meanness, is a melancholy task. Tbe 

mljhty Syracuse, the most opulent and powerful of 
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*H the) Grecian cities, which, by its single strength, 
w^s, at different times, a match for Carthage and Rome, 
and contained within Itsr own walls^ fleets and armies, 
that wens the terror of the world, is now reduced be- 
low the consequence of the most insignificant burgh. 
Even its -few retraining inhabitants are covered with 
tilth and disease, and miserable beyond description. 

The-want of any decent or even tolerable accommo* 
dation in* Syracuse, induced them to abridge their stay 
in it; and accordingly they hired a Maltese sporonare 
to carry them to that island. This is a small six-oared 
boat, made entirely for speed, to avoid the African 
corsair^ with which those seas are infested. 

On the 2d of June they left the Marmoreo> or great 
port of Syracuse; and though the wind was contrary 
and pretty strong, by dint of rowing they got on at 
the rate of four miles an hour. Soon after the wind 
became fetourable, bat speedily increasing to a hur- 
ricane, they were hi danger of being overset, and ran 
for shelter to Cape Passero. 

Cape Passero, anciently Pachinua, is the remotest 
and most southerly point of Sicily. It is a small island 
about a mHe in circumference, with a fart and small 
garriseo> to protect the* neighbouring country from 
the Barbery rover s. 

As there is no ©tfte* habitation of any kind on this 
steril spot, they refreshed themselves: in a small cavern ; 
and then sallied oat to examine the face of the country, 
when they found the soil and productions wholly 
changed. Neither corn nor wine grew here 1 ; but the 
fields tfere adorned with an infinite variety of flowers 
and shrabs, and the rocks were entirely covered with 
capers thtn fit for gathering. 

Here too they found, in the greatest perfection, 
that beautiral shrnb, the palmeta. resembling a small 
palm tffce, with a very elegant flower -, bat unfortu- 
nately tfee seeds were not ripe. 

As soon as it was dark, they got on board thek 
little ^vessel, and rowed out- about one^ hundred yanjs 
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to sea, that they might be safe from the attacks of 
the natives in the night, who were represented as 
little berter than savages. Still, however, they had the 
Turkish corsairs to fear, and on that and other accounts, 
they passed a very uncomfortable night. 

Li the morning an officer, from Cape Passero visited 
ths. m, who pretended to be weather wise, and assured 
them that they must relinquish all thoughts of getting 
farther till the full of the moon, which had just entered 
her second quarter ; however, in spite of his sapient 
remarks, the very same afternoon the wind became 
propitious, and they immediately got under sail. 

In a short time they came in sight of a sulphureous 
lake, the smell of which was so strong, that it was 
perceived at the distance of more than a mile. The 
water boiled up with violence in many places, though 
the heat at the banks is very' inconsiderable. Our au- 
thor is of opinion that this is the celebrated Camerina, 
which TEneas saw immediately after passing Pacby- 
nus, and which Virgil says the fates had decreed should 
never be drained. 

This collection of water is surrounded with a variety 
of fine evergreens and dowering sbrubs, of which the 
palmeta and the arbutus are the most beautiful. Here 
they saw a great many wild fowl j but could not get 
near enough to shoot any of them. They killed, 
however, a black snake, which Mr. Brydone thinks, 
answered the description of the asp. They dissected 
the tongue, and found the end of it sharp like a sting, 
and entertained little doubt but the animal used it for 
that purpose, though it is generally believed by natu- 
ralists, that the serpent race convey their poison 
through their teeth. This snake, howewr, had no 
• teeth, but only very hard gums. 

About sun-set the wind died away; the coast of 
Sicily began to recede, and they soon found themselves 
in the ocean. It was a dead calm, and the moon 
shone bright on the waters. The waves, from thelate 
storm, were still high, but smooth and even, and fol- 
lowed one another with a slow and measured flow. 
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In the morning, naland was in sight, save Etna, which 
is the polar star of those seas. They had now a-fiavi 
breeze, and about five in the afternoon, they reachoJ 
the city of Valetta. The approach of the island is very 
fine, though the shore is rather low and rocky. It 
i* every where made inaccessible to an enemy, by an 
infinite number of fortifications. 

The entry into the port is very narrow, ard com- 
manded by a strong castle on each side.* They were 
hailed from the shore, and obliged to give a strict ac- 
count of themselves. The English consul soon con- 
ducted them to an elegant inn, and they found them- 
selves once more in a land of elegance and splendor. 

The industry of the Maltese, in cultivating their 
little island, is inconceivable. Not an inch of ground 
is any where lost, and where there is not soil enough, 
they have transported it by ships and boats from Sicily. 
The whole country is full of inclosures of freestone, 
consequently has a naked aspect, and in summer re- 
flects such a light and heat as to be very disagreeable 
and offensive to the eyes. 

The island is covered with country houses and vil- 
lages besides seven cities; but Valetta and Civita Vec- 
chia alone deserve that appellation. Every village has 
a noble church, and indeed, the religious structures 
are eminently beautiful. 

Malta does not produce corn enough to support its 
inhabitants one half of the year. The crop they rnosi 
depend upon is cotton, which is sown and reaped id 
four, months. Their oranges are the finest in the 
world, and are in season for seven months in the year. 
Many of them are of the red kind ; and our author 
was told, that they were produced from the common 
orange bud, ingrafted on the pomegranate stock. The 
juice is as red as blood, and of a remarkably fine fla- 
vour. The greatest part of their crop. is sent in pre- 

^ * As Malta has already more than once fallen under our re- 
view, we »hall confine ourselves to what appears novel in re-» 
mark or description, 
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sentsto the different courts of Europe, and to the re- 
lations of the chevaliers. It was not without a good 
deal of difficulty that our travellers procured a few 
chest* for some- of their Italian friends. 

The eveningafter their arrival, they ventcntertained 
with the departure of a Maltese squadron, to astiat the 
French against the bay of Tunis, who had fallen under 
the displeasure of the grand monarqoe, because he 
refused to deliver up some Corsican stares. This squa- 
dron consisted of three gallies, each carry ins; from 
seven to nine hundred man ; with about thirty knights $ 
and several galliots and scampavias. Though these 
chevaliers are under vows of celibacy and chastity, 
they pay little regard to the latter j and kept making 
signals all the way ro their mistresses, who were la- 
menting their departure from the bastions. Number* 
of boats attended this expedition at ks our-settrog j 
the ramparts and fortifications wove crowded with 
company ; and the fort resounded with the discharge! 
or* heavy artillery, which wens answered by the galleys 
and galliots, as they left the harbour. 

The fortifications of Malta are chiefly cist out of 
the solid rock, and ape really stupendous. All the 
boasted catacombs of Rome and Naples are mere 
trifles, compared to the immense excavations that have 
been made in this little island. 

One half of Etna was dearly perceptible from 
hence, though 200 Italian miles distant; and they 
were assured that in the great eruptions of that moun- 
tain the whole island \& illuminated and often shook. 

As the city of Valet ta is built upon a hill, none of the 
streets, except the quay, are level. They are ail paved 
wita white stone, which is extremely injurious to the 
eyes. The principal buildings are the palace of the 
grand master, the infirmary, the arsenal, the hotels of 
the Seven Tongues, the great church of St. John, and 
the palace of the grand master, whose name was 
Pinto, and to whom our travellers bad the honour to 
be. introduced. He was of a Portuguese &mily, and 
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had been upwards of thirty years at the head of th it 
little state. He received them with great politeness, 
and was happy to hear that they had ak>o visited his 
native country, which he considered as closely con* 
nected with Britain. 

Though almost ninety years of age, he retained all 
the faculties of his mind in perfection, and managed 
every thing without the assistance of a minister. 
Considering his age, his activity and quickness in 
business were truly wonderful. 

His household attendance and court are all princely ; 
and, as grand master of Malta, he is more absolute, and 
possesses more power than most sovereign princes. 
His titles are, Serene Highness and Eminence ; and 
as he has the disposal of all his lucrative offices, he mo- 
dels councils as he pleases. 

The grand master is chosen by a committee of 
twenty-one, which commitee is nominated by the seven 
nations, three out of each nation. The election must 
be finished in three days from the death of the last 
grand master -, and during that space, all is bustle, 
cabal, and intrigue. 

The two islands of Malta and Gozzo contain about 
one hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, and the 
land force is equal to the whole number of men ir to 
bear arms ; for all are soldiers when required. 1 heir 
sea force consists of a great number of vessels of dif- 
ferent descriptions, all well manned and equipped. 

The catacombs, near the ancient city of Melita, 
about the centre of the island, are an immense woik. 
They are said to extend fifteen miles under ground, 
and to consist of so many labryinths, that it is danger- 
ous to venture too far in them. 

At no great-distance from Melita is a small chun u 
dedicated to St. Paul ; and just by a statue < '- ^e 
saint, with a viper on his hand, supposed to be p iced 
on the very spot where the house stood it* wbu.li rt< 
was received after his shipwreck, and where iw 
shook off the innoxious serpent into the fire. , 

£3 i 



At W9B0Vr% % * T4IVS 

The Mates* believe that the apaatle art that time 
freed the island from venomous animals for ever 5 and 
the fact U certain, that none are row to he found here ; 
nor will they Jive, if imported from other countries. 

Adjoining to the church is the celebrated grotto, in 
which the saint was imprisoned, which it still regarded 
with the utmost reverence and veneration. It is e*. 
tremely damp, and produces a whitish kind of stone 
or petrifaction, which being reduced into a powder, 
is said to be a sovereign remedy in many diseases. 
However this may be, whether faith effects a core, or 
whether it has specific virtues, certain it is that every 
house in the island is provided with this remedy, and 
many boxes of it are annually exported. What may 
be recorded as a standing miracle, if true, is, that 
notwithstanding this perpetual consumption, it has 
never been exhausted, nor even sensibly diminished. 

Our travellers were permitted to fill their pockets 
with this wonderful stone. It tastes like coarse mag- 
nesia, and is esteemed sudorific, and a certain remedy 
against the bite of all venomousaaisnafe. In the smaU* 
pox and fevers, it is given to the quantity of a tea* 
apoonfull or two, with much service. 

Notwithstanding the natural bigotry of the Maltese, 
the spirit of toleration has so far prevailed, that they 
have allowed a mosque to their sworn enemies, the 
Turks ; nor are their poor slaves, of the Mahometan 
faith, disturbed in the exercise of thek religion* 

Perhaps Malta it the enly country in the world 
where duelling is permitted by law. M the whole 
establishment of this singular society is originally 
founded en the wild and renansic. principles of chi- 
valry, they have never been able to abolish single 
eombets ; hut they have laid them natter each restric- 
tions as greatly lessen their daneetv The dueUSstsaie 
efeKged te <teci4» shew quarrel in one particular stfeat 
ef the ©fty * and they snust likewite, under the severe** 
penalties, put up thefe sword*, whess erdstedi sw to e* 
by a womt^, a piw^ or a /bug**, , 
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Under such, limitations one would almost imagine 
that a duel could never end in blood 3 however, this 
is not the ease, as our author counted about twenty 
crosses painted em the wall, opposite to which a knight 
had fallen. 

A few months before our travellers arrived here, 
two knights had a dispute at a billiard table. One of 
them, after giving a great deal of abusive language, 
added a blow ; but to the astonishment of ail Malta, 
in whose annals there is not a similar instance, after 
so great a provocation, absolutely refused to fight his 
antagonist. The challenge was repeated, yet he still 
declined. In consequence, he was condemned to 
make the amende honorable, in the great church of 
St. John, for forty-five days successively 5 then to be 
confined in a dungeon for five years without light, and 
afterwards to remain a prisoner in the castle for life. 
The young man too, who received the blow, not 
having an opportunity of wiping off the affront in 
the blood of his enemy, was likewise in disgrace. 

This anecdote may serve to shew the romantic 
principles that actuate this society, which has now 
subsisted, for seven hundred years ; and as it was the 
first born of chivalry, so it has long survived every/ 
ether child of this visionary parent. 

The weather at Malta is frequently so clear and 
serene, that not a cloud is to be seen in the sky. Mr. 
Brydone was charmed with the beautiful appearance 
which the heavens exhibited for some time after sun- 
set. The eastern part of the horizon appeared of a 
rich deep purple* and the western in the true yellow 
glow of Claude Lorrain. The heat, however, is very 
intense ; the thermometer commonly standing in the 
beginning of June at 75 or 7$ degrees. 

They left the post of Maka on the 9th of June, in 
v* sporonero, and coasting along the island, took a view? 
of its north pert, its fortifications, and lazaretto. The 
mortars, cut out of the rocks near the different creeks, 
where a debarkation might be attempted, are tremen- 
dous works. The moutlts of some of them are sis 
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feet wide ; and they are said to be capable of throwing 
an astonishing quantity of common balls or stones. 

The distance from Malta to Gozzo is not above 
four or five miles, and between them lies the very 
small island of Commino. Gozzo is supposed to be 
the celebrated isle of Calypso.; but it must be totally 
changed, or else it never answered the descriptions of 
Homer and Fenelon. 

As they sailed along the coast, they looked in vain 
for the grotto ef the goddess ; neither could they see 
the verdant banks eternally covered with flowers, nor 
the lofty trees, ever in blossom, that afforded a shade 
to the sacred baths. 

Finding their hopes frustrated, and that/ the isle of 
Calypso afforded nothing to recompense their trouble 
of investigating it, they launched farther into the deep ; 
and night coming on,' they wrapped themselves up in 
their cloaks, and slept most comfortably. 

Next morning, they had a distant view of Sicily, and 
a little before sun-set they landed opposite to Ragusa, 
not far from the ruins of the Little Hybla. Here 
they found a fine sandy beach, and excellent bathing. 

After supper they again launched their bark, and 
put to sea with a propitious gale. By noon next day, 
they reached the celebrated port of Agrigentum, the 
captain of which gave them a polite reception, and ac- 
companied them to the city, situated at the top of a 
mountain, about four miles from the harbour. The 
road on each side was bordered by a row of exceeding 
large American aloes, many of which were then in 
blow, and made the most beautiful appearance ima- 
ginable. Our author was informed, that those curi- 
ous plants, in that climate, always blowed the sixth 
year, and for the most part in the fifth. 

The city of Agrigentum, now Grigenti, is irregular 
and ill built, but enjoys a delightful situation, little 
inferior to that of Genoa. It contains only about 
twenty thousand inhabitants, though in ancient times, 
its population amounted to nearly a million. 
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Here the Caoonico Spoto, to whom they were re- 
conroended by Mr. Hamilton, gave our travellers a 
kind and . hospitable reception, and insisted on their 
being his guests. 

The ruins of the ancient city of Agrigentum lie about 
a short mile from the modern one. These, like the 
ruins of Syracuse, are mostly converted into corn-fields, 
vineyards, and orchards -, but the remains of the tem- 
ples are much more remarkable. Of the temple of 
Venue, almost one half exists. The temple of Con- 
cord has not yet lost a single column. It appears, by an . 
inscription, to have been built by the people of Lilibi* 
tani, probably after having defeated the Agrigentines. 

These temples are precisely in the same style and 
after the same model. They are supported by thir- 
teen large fluted Doric columns, on. each side, and six 
it each end. 

The temple of Hercules is wholly in ruins, but ap- 
pears to have been of much superior magnitude to the 
former. It was here that the celebrated statue of 
Hercules stood, so much celebrated by Cicero 5 which 
the natives of Agrigentum defended with such reso- 
lution from the rapacieus Verres. In this temple, 
likewise* was a famous painting by Zeuxis, represent* 
ing Hercules in his cradle killing the two serpents. 

Near to this lie the ruins of the temple of Jupiter 
Olyaapes, supposed to have been the largest in the 
heathen world. It is now called the Giant's temple, 
as the people cannot conceive that such immense 
masses of rock could ever be raised by the hands of 
common men. The fragments of the columns are 
indeed enormous, and give a vast idea of the fabric. 
It is said to have stood till the year 1 100 ; but is now 
a perfect ruin. 

There are also the ruins of many more temples, 
particularly that of Juno, which history tells us con- 
tained one of the most famous pictures of anti- 
quity, from the pencil of Zeuxis, who, determined to 
produce a model of human perfection, assembled ail 
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the finest women of Agrigentum, who were ere* 
ambitious to appear naked before him, and from their 
blended charms he produced a perfect whole. This, 
which was regarded as bis master-piece, was unfortu- 
nately burnt when the Carthaginians took Agrigen- 
tum. 

• The ancient walls of the city are mostly cut out of 
the rock. The catacombs and sepulchres are very 
grand. One of the latter is particularly worthy of 
notice, as it is mentioned by Polybius, as being oppo- 
site to the temple of Hercules, and to have been struck 
with lightning ip his time. It is the monument of 
Tero, king of Agrigentum, one of the first of the 
Sicilian tyrants, and is nearly entire, though the in- 
scriptions are obliterated. 

All these mighty ruins of Agrigentum, and the 
whole mountain on which it stands, are composed of 
a concretion of sea-shells run together, and cemented 
by a kind of sand or gravel, now become so hard as to 
be, perhaps, more durable than marble itself. 

The accounts which ancient authors give of the 
magnificence of Agrigentum are amazing. Diodorus 
says, < that the great vessels for holding water were 
commonly of silver, and the litters and carriages of 
ivory, richly adorned. 

On the 13th, they visited the great church, in which 
is a beautiful piece in alto relievo, on white marble, 
representing boar hunting, and thought to be equal to 
any thing of the kind in Italy. This church is farther 
remarkable for a singular echo, something in the man- 
tier of our whispering gallery at St. Paul's, though more 
difficult to be accounted for. If a person stands at 
the west gate, and another places himself on the cor- 
nice, at the most distant part of the church, exactly be- 
hind the great altar, they can hold a conversation in 
very low whispers. 

For many years this singularity was little known; 
and several of the confessing chairs being placed near 
the great altar, some wags, who were in the secret, 
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used to station themselves at the door of the cathedral, 
and by this means heard every word that passed between 
the penitent and the confessor. Inconsequence of this, 
the most secret intrigues were discovered ; and every 
woman hi Agrigentum changed either her gallant or 
her confessor. Yet still it was the same, till the cause 
was found out, and precautions taken to prevent the 
discovery of these sacred mysteries. 

The country round Agrigentum is delightful, pro- 
ducing corn, wine, and oil, in the greatest abundance ; 
and the fields are, at the same time, covered with a 
variety of the finest fruits, such as oranges, lemons, 
pomegranates, almonds, and pistachio nuts. 

On the 15th of June, Mr. Brydone and his friends 
dined with the bishop, by invitation, and found that 
the ancient character of the Agrigentines, for hospita- 
lity and good living, was not lost. There were thirty 
persons at table, and perhaps not less than one hundred 
dishes of meat, all dressed with the richest and most 
delicate sauces. 

The Sicilians ate of every thing, and endeavoured to 
make their guests do the same. The company was 
remarkably merry, and many of them got half seas 
over before they rose from the table. They begged 
our travellers to make a bowl of punch, in which they 
succeeded so much to the liking of the company, that 
the bowl was frequently replenished. 

In short, these reverend fathers of the church did. 
not seem to place much dependence on fasting and 
prayer. One of them told Mr. Brydone, that if he 
would stay with them a little while, they would con* 
vince him that they were the happiest fellows on earth-. 
" We have exploded," said he " from our system, 
every thing that is dismal and melancholy ; and are 
persuaded, that of all the ro4ds in the universe, the 
road to heaven must be the most pleasant, and the least 
gloomy : if it be not so," added he, " God have mercy 
on us, for I am afraid we shall never get there. Absti- 
nence," continued the divine, « from innocent and 
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lawful pleasure* we reckon one of the greatest mm, and 
guard against it with the utmost cart $ audi am pretty 
sure, that this is a sin for which none of us here will 
ever be damned" 

This was not the first time, our author remarks, tilt 
he met with this libertine spirit among the Roman 
Catholic clergy. There is so much nonsense and 
mummery in their worship, that they are afraid lest 
•trangers should believe they are serious, and perhaps 
too often fly to the opposite extreme. 

The presence of the bishop did not check, but rather 
increased, the jollity of the company. He was a man 
highly and deservedly respected', and behaved with the 
greatest ease and politeness. Though not forty years 
of age, he had got the richest bishopric in the kingdom. 
He was a good scholar, and his genius was in np respect 
inferior to his erudition. 

After taking leave of their jolly friends at Agrigen- 
tum, they embarked in a sporonaro at the new port. 
The weather then was fine j but after sun-set, the 
aky began to be overcast, and in a short time the whole 
atmosphere appeared fiery and threatening. The wind 
rose to a storm, and they were glad to put back to 
Agrigentum, which they at last reached in safety, 
about one in the morning. 

They now unanimously agreed to have nothing more 
to do with sporonaros, and sent immediately to en- 
gage mules to carry them over the mountains to Paler- 
mo. After travelling about twenty miles along a 
road, where their guides constantly terrified them 
with stories of robbers and banditti, they arrived at ft 
wretched place, where they refreshed themselves. 
. However, they found the country eminently beau- 
tiful, wiM> and romantic. The fertility of many of 
tfee plains is truly astonishing, and 1 it was wkh ncasofi 
the Romans called this island " the granary of their 
empire." Were it cultivated to the utmost,, it still 
would be the ^ieat granary erf Europe. Yet fh* pea- 
sants, are poor and wwtcfaed attove expression. This 
misery arises from the baneful influence of arbitrary 
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government, which impoverishes a country that nature 
spontaneously made rich. 

Palermo, where they arrived on the 19th of June, 
is the great capital of Skiry ; and for regularity, uni- 
formity and neatness is worthy of its destination. The 
approach la this city is fine. The alleys are planted . 
With. frak trees, aad large American aloes in full 
blow. 

As there was but one inn in Palermo, our travellers 
were obliged to pay five ducats a day lor very indif- 
ferent lodgings. The landlady was a noisy French- 
woman, who pestered them with her impertinence and 
vanity. Oar author draws a fine caricature of her j 
but we-feel little interest in copying the picture, how- 
ever faithful it may be. All French women are nearly . 
the same, in whatever part of the world they live. Pert, 
vai», and intriguing, they are ever distinguished from 
the natives of other countries, and pride themselves on- 
being so. 

Palermo is built on an excellent plan. The four 
great streets intersect each other in the centre of the 
city, where they form a handsome square, called the 
OMaagofo) adorned with elegant uniform buildings, 
ifcom the centre of this square the principal streets, 
aad the ftar gates of the eky, which terminate them;, 
are aft visible $ the symmetry and beauty of which 
produce a fine effect. Hie diameter of the city is 
about a mile :. the lesser streets, in general* run paral- 
lel to the great ones. Some of the gates are elegant 
pieces ef architecture. The Porta Felice opens to the 
Marino*, a deffigfcfui walk, which constitutes one of 
the chief pleasures of the nobility of Pale/mo. ft is 
foended est one side by the city wall, and on the 
ether fey &e see* from which there is always a pleasant 
breeze. In the centre of the Marino- stands an elegant 
e i si ^ir\ wbfch, during tfe* summer, months, is made 
**- of a* a» 4roAes*re for mosia The concerts begin 
atsnidwgbt, and at that fcraie^bewstfe is crowded wMfe 
earriage*, a** people on foot. The- fee** to favoar 
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intrigue* there is an order, that no person shall pre- 
sume to carry a light with him on the Marino. The 
flambeaux are, therefore, extinguished at the Porta 
Felice, where the servants wait tor the return of the 
carriages, and the company generally continue an 
hour or two together in utter darkness. The conceit 
finishes about two in the morning, when the company 
retire. 

Every night there are various conversaziones. 
There is a general, one supported by the nobility, 
which opens every evening at sun-set, and continue! 
till midnight. This meeting really deserves its ap- \ 
pellation j whereas, in most parts of Italy, people \ 
assemble at the conversaziones, to play at cards and . 
eat ice. 

What appears singular is, that no sooner is a lady of 
quality brought to bed than conversations are held in i 
her apartment every night. Our travellers, soon after < ■ 
their arrival at Palermo, were given to understand ■ 
that the Princess of Paterno had been delivered, and y 
that it was absolutely incumbent on them to pay their 
respects to her. 

Accordingly, that they might not be reckoned un- 
polite, they went about sun-set and found the prin- 
cess sitting up in her bed, in an elegant undress*, with 
a number of her friend* about her. In this happy cln ^ 
mate, child-bearing seems to be divested of all its I;, 
terrors, and is considered merely as a party of plea*^ 
sure. ^ 

The Sicilian ladies marry at thirteen or fourteen,'^ 
and are sometimes grandmothers before they are thirty.]^ 
Our travellers were introduced to the Princess Par* 
tana, who had a great number of children, and wl 
still appeared so young, that they actually mistook " 
at first, for her eldest daughter. 

Mr. Brydone says, that here they contracted an 
quaintance with many sensible and agreeable people^ 
which made them, regret to leave the place. .Thij 
natives appeared frank and sincere, and possessed <4 k 
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unaffected politeness. TJie viceroy set the pattern of 
hospitality, and was followed by the rest of the 
nobles. He was an amiable, agreeable man, and was 
much beloved by the people. Mr. Brydone and his 
friends frequented his assemblies; and several times 
dined with him. 

The Sicilian cookery is a mixture of the French and 
Spanish, and the olio still preserves its rank and dig-/ 
ntfy in the centre of the table, surrounded by a great 
number of fricasees, fricandeatis, ragouts, and pet- de- 
loupes, like a grave Spanish don among & crowd of 
little smart marquisses. People of fashion are very 
magnificent in their entertainments 5 but most par- 
ticularly in their deserts and ices. They are com- 
monly temperate in regard to wine 5 but since they 
have learned the English mode of toasting the ladies, 
tbey are more free in their potations than formerly. 

The Sicilians have always had the character of being 
very amorous, and not without reason. They are a 
nation of poets, and a man stands a poor chance for a 
mistress, who is not capable of celebrating her praises. 
Soft pieces of music and poetry used to be performed, 
or swig, under their mistresses' windows ; but seren- 
ading is less in fashion than when they had a more 
intimate connection with the Spaniards. At one 
period it was wittily said, that no person could pass 
ibr a man of gallantry who bad not got a cold, and 
was sure never to succeed in making love, unless it 
was done in a hoarse Voice. 

But the ladies of the present times are not so rigid 
to their suitors, nor do they expect to meet with such 
painful devotion. Tbey are, in general, sufficiently 
free in their manners, though female licentiousness 
has by no means reached the height it has done in 
(Italy. Though the establishment of cicisbeos is pretty 
I general, our author met with several amiable instances 
iof the purest conjugal love and fidility. Yet, he says, 
Rich sights are rare on the continent, which may bo 
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imputed to the style in which young people age brosjght 
up*, 

In La Bagaria and 11 Colle, two districts adjoining 
Palermo on the east and the west, the nobility hav*) 
many country houses. Our travellers visited ssweia! 
of them. A villa belonging to a prince arrested thrif 
attention more for its singularity than its real merits. 
Its possessor, a roan of immense fortune, had devoted 
his whole life to the study of monsters and chimera*, 
greater and more ridiculous than ever entered into 
the imagination of the most romantic writers. 

The amazing crowd of statues that surround his 
house, appear, at a distance, like a little army drawn 
up fur its defence* 5 but, on approaching, die whole 
appears like the regions of delusion and enchantment) . 
for, of all the immense group, there js not a single 
representation of any thing in nature ; nor is the ab* 
surdity of the wretched imagination, that created them, 
less astonishing than its fertility. The heads of ne» 
are joined to the bodies of every sort of animal j and 
the heads of every other animal to the bodies of men. 
Sometimes five or six animals, that have no. sort of 
resemblance in nature, are compounded. The head 
of a lion is fixed on the neck of a goQse, the body of a 
lizard, the legs of a goat, and the tail of a fox. On 
the back of this monster he puts another, if possible, 
Still more hideous, with five or six beads, and a tusk 
of horns. Indeed, there is no kind of bora in the 
World that he has not collected ; and his pleasure is 
to see them all flourishing on the same head. 

The statues that adorn, or rather deform, the gfeat 
avenue and the court of the palace belonging to this 
whimsical prince, amount to six hundred j end of 
the whole number there is not the likeness of any 
thing in heaven above, or in earth beneath. 

The inside of this enchanted castle exactly cone* 
sponds with the out. Some of the apartments are 
spacious and magnificent, witf* high tfetad roofc, 
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which, instead of plaister or stucco, are entirely com- 
posed of large mirrors, nicely joined together. The ef- 
fect which these produce is that of a magnifying glass ; 
so that when three or four people are walking below, 
there is always the appearance of as many hundred* 
walking above. 

The doors are covered with small pieces of mirror, 
cut into the most fantastic shapes, and intermixed 
with a great variety of crystal and glass, of different 
colours. All the chimney-pieces, windows, and side- 
boards are crowded with pyramids and pillars of tea- 
pots, caudle-cups, bowls, tea-cups, and saucers, strong- 
ly cemented together. 

The windows are composed of panes of glass, of 
every colour in the rainbow, without either order/ or 
regularity. The house clock is cased in the body of 
a statue, and the eyes of the figure, moving with the 
pendulum, alternately turning up their white and black, 
make a hideous appearance. 

The prince's feed- chamber and dressing-room don- • 
tain almost every animal on earth, cut in marble, and 
coloured to nature. There are also rnany busts not less 
singularly imagined than the statues. Some of these 
make a handsome profile on one'side, and represent a 
skeleton on the other. 

The family statues, which are really fine, have been 
tricked out in new and whimsical suits of marble, * 
that produce a most laughable effect. The shoes are all 
of black marble ; the stockings generally of red 3 and 
the cloths of different colours, blue, green, and varie- 
gated, with a rich lace of giall antiqued 

The author and owner of this singular collection is 
a poor miserable lean figure, shivering at a breeze, 
and seemingly afraid to speak to any one ; yet, noN 
withstanding the marked insanity of his actions, be will 
converse speciously, and is perfectly innocent. Being 
likewise immensely rich, and expending such consider- 
able sums in the creation of monsters, which give bread 
tp pumbers, government, though provoked at his 3b« 
*3 
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surdities, bat forborne interfering $ thoqgh his hide- 
ous statues have been the occasion of several living 
monsters being produced. 

Finding themselves quite domesticated at Palermo, 
they daily visited some remarkable place. On the 
30th of June, they went to see a celebrated convent 
of Capuchins, about a mile -without the city. The 
burial-place is a great curiosity. It is a vast subter- 
raneous apartment, divided into large commodious 
galleries, the walls of which are hollowed out into 
niches, all filled with dead bodies set on their leg*, 
and fixed by the back to the inside of the recess. They 
are all dressed in their usual oiothes, and form a most 
venerable assembly. 

The skin and muscles, by a certain preparation, be* 
corne as dry and bard as a piece of stock fish ; and 
though many of the bodies have been dead upwards 
of two hundred and fifty year*, none are yet reduced 
to skeletons. 

- Here people of Palermo pay frequent visits to their 
deceased relations, and recal, with a melancholy plea- 
sure and regret, the scenes of their past life : here they 
Jamil iame themselves with their future state, and 
ah use the company 'they would wish to keep in the 
other world. 

These visits must prove admirable lessons of humi- 
lity ; nor is the sight so full of horror as might be ima- 
gined. The corpses are said to retain a strong likeness 
Of their original features for many ages. The colours, 
it is true, are faded ; and the pencil does not appear 
very flattering 5 but still it is the pencil of truth, and 
Bot of a mercenary who only strives to please. 

Some of those Capuchins sleep in those galleries 
every night, and pretend to have many wonderful 
visions and revelations 5 but few give credit to their 
Actions. 

No woman is ever admitted into this convent, either 
dead or alive ; and this interdiction is written in large 
ebaracufis over tile gate. Thia precaution is perhaps 
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accessary, as tbe monks am said to he sufficiently frail, 
when exposed to the slightest temptation. 

Many of the churches of Palermo are extremely 
rich and magnificent. The cathedral it a venerable 
Gothic building, supported by eighty column* of ori- 
ental granite, and divided into a great number of 
chapele, some of which are extremely rich, particu* 
larly that of St. Rosolia, the patroness of the city, who 
Is held in greater veneration here than the Holy Tri* 
nity , or even the Virgin herself. 

The relics of this saint are preserved in a large silver 
box, curiously wrought, and enriched with/ precious 
stones. They perform many miracles,avert the plague, 
and other similar services. In short, tbe credit of St 
Rosolia is as high at Palermo, as that of St. Agatha, at 
Catania. 

The other riches of this chnrch consist of some bones 
of St. Peter, and an arm of St. John the Baptist. There 
Is likewise a jaw bene of prodigious efficacy. 

The monuments of their Norman kings, several of 
whom lie buried here, are of the fijiest porphyry ; 
some of them near seven hundred years old, and not 
ill executed for that era. Opposite to these is a taber « 
nacle of lapis lazuli, about fifteen feet high, and finely 
ornamented. Some of the presents made to St. Ro- 
solia are of considerable value. The sacristy too ifi very 
rich. 

The Jesuits' church is equal in magnificence to any 
thins; of the kind in Italy. The Chiesa del Pallaaro 
is wholly incrusted over with ancient mosaic, and the 
vaulted roof is decorated in a similar style. 

The cathedral of Monreale, about five miles distant 
from the city, is likewise covered with mosaic, at an 
incredibleexpence. In it are several porphyry and majv 
ble monuments of the first kings of Sicily. This pile 
was built by William the Good, whose memory ift Hill 
held in great veneration among the Sicilians. 

The Archbishop of Monreale was regarded as a 
saint, and it appears that he deserved beatification. 
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better than most of those in the calendar. Of his vast 
income he reserved • no more to himself than enough 
to procure the plainest fare ; all the rest being devot- 
ed to charitable, pious, and public uses. The people 
almost adored him : as he passed along, they crowded 
round him to receive his benediction, which was es- 
teemed more efficacious than that of the pope; and 
it was seldom unaccompanied with something more 
substantial than words. No distressed object ever 
met his eye without being relieved, nor was any 
public work ever suffered to languish for want of sup- 
plies. 

The feast of St. Rosolia approaching, great prepara- 
tions were made for celebrating it with the utmost mag- 
nificence, and our travellers were prevailed on to pro- 
long their stay, that they might be present at this splen- 
did exhibition. Yet, notwithstanding the fame of this 
saint, and the fervent adorations that were paid her, 
Mr. Brydone could not make out any consistent his- 
tory of her. He was referred to legends which varied 
much, and to an epic poem, of which she is the he- 
roine. From the latter it appears that she was niece 
*of William the Good; thatshebegan very early to dis- 
play symptoms of her sanctity ; and that at fifteen, she 
deserted the world, and disclaimed all human society. 
She then retired to the mountains on the west of Pa- 
lermo, and was never heard of more for 500 years. She 
disappeared about 1159, an d it was imagined by the 
common people that she was taken up into heaven ; 
till, in 1624, during a violent plague, a holy man had a 
vision that the saint's bones were lying in a cave near the 
top of the Mount Pelegrino. In this trance he learned, 
that if the remains of the saint were taken up with due 
reverence, and carried in procession thrice rpund the 
walls of the city, the plague would immediately cease. 
Little attention was at first paid to the vision of this 
holy man, and he was looked upon as little better than 
a dreamer ; however, he persisted in his story, grew 
noisy, and found adherents. The magistrates* a.t last, 
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► to the spot he indicated, and the mighty discovery 
was made. Hie sacred bones were found—the city 
was freed lion the plague—and St. Bosoha became 
tfce greatest saint in the calendar. Churches wem 
wared, altars were dedicated, and ministers appointed 
to tbia new divinity, whose dignity and consequence 
have since been supported at an incredible exp^ nee. 

The people of fashion, however, bold the supersti- 
tion of the vulgar in great contempt ; and, perhaps* 
that vevy superstition is one principal cause of their 
infidelity. A refined and cultivated understandings 
shocked at the folly of the mob, thinks it cannot pos- 
sibly recede too far from it j and is often tempted to 
fly to the very opposite' extreme. When reason is 
much offended at any particular dogma of faith, or act 
ef worship, she is but too apt, in the midst of her <Hs* 
gust, to reject the whole. Hence deism is most pm~ 
vaknt in those countries, where the people are the 
wildest enthusiasts and the most bigotted. 

On the 6th of July, the siroce wind began to blow. 
lae two preceding days had been uncommonly cool, 
the mercury never being higher than 724 deg. When 
eur traveller got up in the morning of that day, he had 
bo suspicion of any change ; but, on opening the door, 
the first blast felt like the burning steam from the, 
mouth of an oven. The whole atmosphere seemed 
to be in a flame. On going in at another door, less 
exposed to the wind, they found the heat more sup- 
portable, but still as if they had been in a sweating 
stove. 

In a few minutes they felt every fibre greatly re* 
laxed, and the pores opened to such a degree, that they 
expected soon to be thrown into a profuse sweat. The 
thermometer then stood at 112 deg. and the air was 
heavy and thick, which alone rendered moving about 
practicable. 

After being almost dissolved by this piercing heat, 
about three in the afternoon, the wind changed all at 
once almost to the opposite point of the compass, and 
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the transition from heat to cold wsp as sudden as that 
from cold to heat had been. In a short time the 
thermometer sunk to 82, a degree of .heat that in Eng- 
land would be- thought barely supportable; yet all 
night they were obliged, by the sense of cold, after 
their pores had been so much opened, to keep up the 
glasses of their coach. 

This scorching wind seldom lasts more than thirty- 
six hours at once -, and during its continuance, not a 
native is to be seen abroad, unless compelled by ur- 
gent business. All their doors and wiodows are close 
shut, to prevent the external air from entering $ and 
the servants are constantly employed in sprinkling the 
apartments with water, to preserve the air in as tem- 
perate a state as possible. By these means people of 
fashion here suffer very little from the sirocc, except 
from the strict confinement to which it subjects them. 

It is worthy of remark, that, notwithstanding the 
scorching heat of this wind, it has never been known 
to produce any epidemical distempers, nor indeed any 
bad consequences whatever to the health of the people. 
It is true, they feel extremely weak and relaxed \ but 
this is of no long duration, as the cool breeze soon braces 
them up again. Whereas, in Naples and many other 
places of Italy, where it is apparently less violent, it is 
often followed by putrid disorders, and never fails to 
produce almost a general dejection of spirits. There, 
however, the sirocc lasts for many days, and sometimes 
for weeks; so that as its effects are different, it pro- 
bably proceeds from a different cause. 

Our author met with an old man here who had 
written on the sirocc, and who maintains, that it is 
the same wind which sweeps the sandy deserts of Ara- 
bia; where it sometimes proves mortal in the space 
of half an hour. He alleges, that it is cooled in its 
passage over the sea, which entirely disarms it of its 
fatal effects before it reaches Sicily. 

After the sirocc was over, the gras* and plants that 
bad be,en green the day before were become quite 
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brown, and crackled under their feet as if dried in an 
oven. 

On the <Jth, they had the honour of being present 
at a great entertainment in the palace of the Prince 
of Partana, from the balcony of which the viceroy re- 
viewed a fine regiment of Swiss. The grenadiers 
were famished with false grenades, which produced 
every effect of real ones, except that of doing mischief* 
The throwing of these seemed toentertain most. When 
a number of them fell together among a crowd, they 
defended themselves very dextrously with their hats, 
and the only damage sustained was the singeing of a 
few caps and wigs. 

The company at the Prince Partana's was brilliant, 
and the entertainment noble. It consisted principally 
of ices, creams, chocolate, sweetmeats,' and fruit, of 
which there was great variety. Some played at cards ; 
the rest amused themselves in conversation, and walk- 
ing on the terrace. The young prince and princess, 
who were very amiable, with several of their compa- 
nions, played at cross purposes, and other similar 
games. 

Our countrymen were joyfully admitted of this 
cheerful little circle, where they amused themselves 
very agreeably for several hours. They found the young 
ladies easy, affable, and unaffected. Here the mothers 
shew a proper confidence in their daughters, and allow 
their real characters to form and ripen. Some of the 
families at Palermo live in the practice of all the do- 
mestic virtues, and appear altogether English. 

About five in the afternoon of the 12th, the festival 
of Rosolia, which had been So long expected, began 
by the triumph of that saint, who was drawn with great 
pomp through the centre of the city. The triumphal 
car was preceded by a troop of horse, with trumpets 
and kettle-drums 5 and all the city officers in their gala 
uniforms. * # 

The car was a tnost enormous machine : it mea- 
sured seventy feet long, thirty wide, and npward»©f 
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eighty high ; and «s it pawed aloi^, a v estopped the 
loftiest houses of Palermo. The form of its lower 
part was galley-shaped, swelling a* it advanced in 
height, while the front was like an amphitheatre, wkh 
seats filled with a numerous band of raosicians. Be- 
hind this was a large 4ome, supported by six £orio- 
thian pillars, aad adorned with a number of saint* and 
angel*. On the summit of the dome stood the rigan* 
tic silver statue of the saint herself. The whetfe ma- 
chine was dressed oat with orange-trees aad flower- 
pots. 

The ear stopped every -fifty or sixty yards, when, the 
orchestra performed a piece of music, with songs in 
honour 01 the saint. 

This vast ftbric was drawn by fifty-six mules, in 
two rows, curiously caparisoned, and mounted hy 
twenty-eight postilions, dressed in gold and silver 
stuffs, with large plumes of ostrich feathers in their 
hats. Every window and balcony was filled with wefl- 
. dressed people, and an immense crowd of plebeians 
followed the car. The triumph, 4& it is called* lasted 
abour three hours, and was succeeded by the beauti&l 
iibuminauon of the Marino, about a mile in length. 

Opposite to the centre of this great line of light a 
magnificent pavilion was erected For the viceroy aod 
Ms company, which consisted of the whole nobility of 
Palermo > and on the front of this, at a little distance 
Ifom the sea, stood the great fireworks, representing 
one side c£ a palace, -adorned with columns* 4rch&, 
trophies, and every ornament of architecture* All the 
jsebecks, galleys, galliots, and other shipping, were 
ranged round this .place, and formed a kind of ampbi- 
thealfee in the tea, inclosing it in the centre. 

-These began by a discharge of the whole, of their ar- 

«tiiWty,-tbe seund of which pe-echeingfrom tb&mnw 

. tains, produced a very noble effect.; and after this they 

played off a variety of water rockets, and bomte-ofacu* 

*toua*»ns4t*<*teji, that often burst below water. This 

libr the apace of halfaaJtMaix^ .«be«uUUtt 
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instant* the whole of the palace was beautifully Uta* 
minated. At the same" time, the fountains, that were 
represented in the court before the palace, began to 
spout fire, and made a representation of seme of the 
great jet d'eatrx of Versailles and Marly. As soon as 
these were extinguished, the court assumed the form 
of a great parterre, adorned with arariety of palm-trees 
of fire, interspersed with orange- trees, ffower-pots; and 
vases. 

At once the illumination of these and the pahfee 
ceased, when the front of the latter brake info the 
appearance of a variety of suns, stars, and wheels of 
fire, which soon reduced it to a perfect ruin. Afld 
when all appeared to have vanished, there hurst from 
the centre of the pile a vast explosion of two thousand 
rockets, bombs, serpents, squibs and devils, which 
seemed to fill the whole atmosphere, the fall of whielr v 
made terrible havoc among the clothes of the vulgar, 
who could not afford shelter ; but proved a wonderful 
amusement to the nobility, who were .themselves fife* 
cure. '. > 

During this exhibition, they were handsomely en- 
tertained with coffee, ices, sweetmeats, and a variety 
of excellent wines, in the great pavHion in the centre 
of the Marino, at the expence of the Dufee of Cartel- 
lano, the pretor, or mayor, of the city. The principal 
nobility give similar entertainments every night dwring 
the festival, by turns j and vie with ettcb other in their 
magnificence. 

The fireworks being finished, tht* vfcefo??*t totea 
in a galley richly illuminated. It was low*d by 
seventy-two oars, and made 4ne dftfae «k>* toetfattful 
objects imaginable, fcy log with vast vfefeclty Ofer the 
smooth and glassy surface of the water, w-hfch ftbtioe 
round it like a flame, mud reflected ftrsjffefttor » till 
sides. 

A*m$mw 6 us 'bsma ofmusiels^lfcafcfllatteisMeiiwie 
prow. 
ThtsaayY%n*eftai^nt%* 

VOL. XVIII, O 



62 biydomb's TOUR t • 

so, which began at midnight, and lasted till two in the 

morning. 

The great street was illuminated in the same mag- 
nificent manner as the Marino. The arches and pyra- 
mids were erected at small distances on both sides of 
the street ; and when viewed from either of the gates, 
appeared a continued line of vivid flame. 

Two lines of coaches occupied the space between 
, these two lines of illumination. They were in com- 
plete gala; and as they open from the middle, and 
let down on each side, there was an advantageous 
display of the beauty of the ladies, the richness of 
their dress, and the brilliance of their jewels. 

This beautiful train moved slowly round and round, 
for the space of two hours, and every person seemed 
animated with a. desire of reflecting die happiness re- 
ceived, The company appeared all joy and exulta- 
tion; and the pleasure that sparkled from every eye, 
was communicated by a kind of sympathy through the 
whole. 

In such an assembly it was impossible for the heart 
. not to dilate and expand itself; and our author says, 
his was often so full, that he has sometimes seen a 
tragedy with less emotion than this scene of joy . Pomp 
and parade were wholly laid aside, and every look 
spoke affection and friendship. " If superstition often 
produces such effects, 1 sincerely wish," says Mr. 
Brydone, " that, we had a little more of it amongst 
ourselves. I could have paid homage' to St Rosolia, 
and blessed her for making so many people happy." 

On the 13th, the spectacles were renewed, though 
with less brilliancy ; nor was it possible to prevent a 
N falling off, both in the display and in the eager taste 
to be pleased. Pleasures may be equally exquisite in 
themselves, and beauties; equally attractive, but the 
satiated appetite will enjoy them less than when every 
pulse beat high with desire, and every throb was full 
of expectation. 

The entertainment of this day commenced with 
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horse-races, of which tnere were three ; and six horses 
started in each. These were mounted by boys of about 
twelve years of age, without either saddle or bridle, and 
only a small bit of cord in the horse's mouth, which it 
seems is sufficient to stop him. The great street was the 
course $ and it was covered, on purpose, a few inches 
deep in mould. 

The firing of a cannon announced the moment of 
starting ; and the horses, as if they understood the sig- 
nal, set orTat full speed. From Porto Felice to Porto 
Nuovo is exactly a mile, and this was performed in a 
minute and thirty-five seconds, which, considering 
the small size of the horses, was reckoned very great. 
They are generally Barbs, or a mixed breed between - 
the Barb and the Sicilian. 

The moment before starting, the street appeared 
full of ''people, nor did the crowd open till the horsed 
were almost close upon it ; wherr the people, by a 
regular uniform motion, from one end of the street . 
to the other, fell back without bustle or confusion, 
and the race went on. Some few accidents, however, 
happened, and from appearances, many more might 
have been apprehended. 

The victor was conducted along the street in tri- 
umph, with his prize displayed before him. This was 
a piece of white silk, embroidered and worked with 
gold. 

The great street was illuminated, as on the preceding 
night ; and the grand conversation of the nobles was 
held at the archbishop's palace, which was elegantly 
fitted up on the occasion. 

About ten o'clock the .triumphal car marched back 
again, in procession to the Marino. It was richly 
illuminated with large wax tapers, and made a most 
formidable figure. Don Quixotte would have taken 
it for an enchanted castle moving through the air. 

The 14th, the illuminations were very grand. The 
two .great streets, and the four city gates which ter- 
minate them, made the most splendid appearance. 
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The square, called La Piazza Otangolare, was richly 
ornamented with tapestry, statues, and artificial flow- 
ers; and as the building, which form its four sides, 
axe uniform, and of a beautiful /architecture, it made 
a grand display. Four orchestras were erected in it, 
well provided with musicians. 

From the centre of this square is a view of Palermo, 
in all its glory ; and indeed, the effect it produces is 
very great. Some of the devices which were seen on 
the gates, represented trophies, armorial bearings, and 
genii, which had a fine effect. 

The conversation of the nobles was held in the vice- 
roy's palace, and the entertainment was proportionably 
magnificent to the rank of -the person who gave it. 
The great fireworks opposite to the front of the palace, 
began at ten o'clock, and ended at midnight, when 
those af the Corso commenced, and continued till twe 
in the morning. The last part of the entertainment 
pleased our travellers most, and indeed, was the only 
part that reached the heart. 

The fireworks again represented the front of a pa- 
lace, of great extent, illuminated in a very brilliant 
style. It was seen to great advantage from the bal- 
conies of the state apartments in the viceroy's palace. 

On the 15th there was a repetition of the horseraces, 
which, our author 6ays, he did not much admire, 
particularly as a poor creature was rode down., and 
killed. 

The great assembly was held at the Judice Mo- 
narchies, an officer of high trust and dignity. Here 
they had an entertainment and a concert. At eleven 
at night, the company on foot went to visit the great 
square and the cathedral ; and though the city was 
all a flame of light, the servants of the viceroy and 
nobility/ attended, with wax flambeax, to shew the 
way. 

The crowd round the church was very great, and 
without the presence of the viceroy, it would have 
been impossible to procure admission. 'On entering 
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the great gate, one of the most magnificent sights in 
the world opened on their view. The whole church 
appeared a flame of light) which, reflected from ten 
thousand bright arid shining surfaces, of different co- 
lour and at different angles, produced an effect which 
exceeded all the descriptions of enchantment in poesy 
and romance. Human art could not devise any thing 
more splendid. The whole church, walls, roof, and 
pillars, were entirely covered with mirrors, inter- 
spersed with gold andsilver paper, andartiflcial flowers, 
done up with great taste and elegance. Add to this 
fine scene, twenty thousand wax- tapers and some faint 
conception may be formed of this splendid exhibition. 

This spectacle was too glaringto bear any consider* 
able time $ and the heat occasioned by the immense 
number of lights, soon became intolerable. There were 
upwards of five hundred lustres, and twenty-eight 
altars, all dressed out with the utmost magnificence, 
particularly the high altar. 

On this part of the exhibition, the people of Pa- 
lermo value themselves most ; and, indeed, with rea- 
son they may; for it is difficult to annex to it an 
adequate idea of grandeur and majesty. 

On the 16th was a full illumination of all the 
streets. The assembly was held at the pretor's, where 
there was an elegant entertainment and a concert. 
Some of the best performers of the opera were present. 

The festival was now drawing near to a close. The 
great procession, which terminates the pageantry, be- 
gan about ten in the evening. It differed from other 
processions only in this, that, besides all the priests, 
friars, and religious orders of the city, there were 
placed, at equal distances from each other, ten lofty 
machines of wood and pasteboard, ornamented in an 
elegant manner, representing temples, tabernacles, and 
a variety of beautiful pieces of architecture. These were 
furnished by the different convents and religious fra- 
ternities, who vie with each other, in the richness and 
elegance of the work. Some of them are not less than 
e 3 
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sixty feet high. They are filled with figure* of saints 
and angels, made of wax, so natural, mid so admirably 
painted, that many of them seem to be really alive. 
AH these figures are prepared by the nuns, and axe 
dressed out in rich robes of gold and silver tissue. 

. A great silver box, containing the bones of St. Ro- 
solia, closed the procession. It was carried by thirty- 
six of die most respectable burgesses of rhe city, who 
look upon this as an office of the highest honour. The 
archbishop walked behind, giving his benediction to 
the people as he passed. 

No sooner had the procession finished the tour of 
the great square, before the pretor's palace, than the 
fountain iu the centre, one of the largest and finest in 
jSurope, was converted into a fountain of fire, throw- 
ing it up on all sides in the most superb style. This 
only lasted a few minutes, and was extinguished by a 
yast explosion, which concluded the whole. As this 
was altogether unexpected, it produced a fine effect, 
and surprised the spectators more than any of the grand 
fireworks had done. 

**• A mutual and friendly congratulation ran through 
the whole assembly, which soon after parted; and 
the following day every thing returned to its usual chan- 
Mel, and resumed its natural order. Every body was 
fatigued and exhausted with the perpetual watching, 
lasting, and dissipation for five successive days* How- 
ever, our author observes* that every one seemed 
highly delighted with the entertainments of the feast 
of St. Rosolia \ and indeed they appear to be superior 
to the most splendid exhibitions of this kind in Catho- 
lic countries. 

This scene of festivity being at an end, Mr. Brydone 
employed the few days he remained in Palermo after- 
wards, in investigating the antiquities of Sicily, which 
%s% chiefly Uu&re&ting to the classic \ and in paying 
visits, and making excursion*. 

On 4* 20th of July, they walked up to the Monte 
ffelegrinoj to pay their respects to St. Rogoba. It was 
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9 .very fatiguing expedition* The mountain is ex- 
tremely high, and so very steep, that the road up to it 
is, very properly, called the Stair. Before the discovery 
of St. Rosolia, it was considered as quite inaccessible; 
but a road is now cut, at 4 vast expence, through pre- 
cipices almost perpendicular. 

They found the saint lying in her grotto in the very 
attitude in which she was said to be discovered ; her 
head gently reclining on her hand, and a crucifix 
before her. This statue is of the finest white marble, 
and of exquisite workmanship. It is placed in the 
inner part of the cavern, on the very same spot where 
the saint expired. It represents a lovely young girl, 
of fifteen^ in the act of devotion. The artist has con* 
trived to throw something extremely touching into 
the countenance and air of this beautiful statue. It 
is covered with a roller of beaten gold, and adorned 
with some valuable jewels. The cave is of consider- 
able extent, and extremely damp ; so that the poor 
saint must have had a very uncomfortable habitation. 
A church is now built round it, and priests^appointed 
|o watch over these precious relics, and to receive the 
oblations of pilgrims. 

An inscription, graved by the hand of St. Rosolia 
herself, was found in a cave in Mount Ctuesquina, at 
a considerable distance from this mountain. It is said 
she was disturbed in«her retreat there, and had wan- 
dered from thence to Mount Pelegrino, as a more 
retired and inaccessible place. The inscription will 
afford a specimen of the saint's latinity. 

BOO ROSOLIA 

sinibaljdt auisaui 

NX £T BOSARUM 

DOMINI FILIA AJ&OR& 

Wtl MEI JESU 

CHRISTI 

IN HOC 

ANTRO M IB IT 4X1 DSCKXVI. 
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After Rosolia was frightened from the care where 
tbis inscription was found, she was never heard of 
more, till her bones were found, about five hundred 
years after, in this place. 

The prospect from the top of Mount Pelegrino is 
beautiful and extensive. Most of the Lipari islands 
are perceptible in a clear day, and likewise a large por- 
tion of Etna, though at the distance of the whole 
length of Sicily; Palermo lies at its foot, about two 
miles distant - 9 and appears to great advantage. 

Near the middle of the mountain, and not far from 
its summit, there still appears some remains of a 
celebrated castle, the origin of which the Sicilian 
writers carry back to the most remote antiquity. 
Massa says it is supposed to have been built in the 
reign of Saturn, immediately after the flood 5 for in the 
time of the earliest Carthaginian wars, it was already 
much respected on account of its venerable antiquity. 
It was then a place of strength, and is often mentioned 
by the Greek historians. Hamilcar kept possessionof 
'it for three years against all the Roman power. r 

Palermo is certainly viewed to great advantage 
from mount Pelegrino. This beautiful city stands 
near the extremity of a kind of natural amphitheatre, 
formed by high and rocky mountains 3 but the in- 
tervening country is one of the richest and most 
beautiful spots in the world. The whole appears a 
ipagnificent garden, filled with fruit trees of every 
species, and watered by clear fountains and rivulets, 
that meander through this delightful campaign. 

From the singularity of this situation, as well as 
from the richness of the soil, Palermo has had many 
flattering epithets bestowed upon it, particularly by the 
poets, who call it the Golden Shell, the Golden Valley, 
and the garden of Sicily. 

Its ancient name was Panormus, which some etymo- 
logists allege is derived from a Greek word, signifying, 
All a Garden. Others, however, assert, that it was 
called Panormus, from the size and conveniency of its. 
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harbours,, one -of which is recorded to hove anciently 
extended into the very centre of the city j and t 
therefore, Panormus more properly signifies, AU a 
Port. 

Those harbours are almost entirely destroyed anj 
filled up, probably by the violent torrents that gome? 
times tumble from the hills. Fazzeilo speaks of an 
inundation, of which he was an eye witness, that had 
nearly swept away the city itself. He says it burst 
down the wall near the royal palace, and bore away 
every thing that opposed its passage; churchesj 
convents, and houses, to the number of two thousand, 
and drowned upwards of three thousand people. . 

Some Chaldean inscriptions have been found near 
Palermo, from which it has been maintained, that 
this city existed in the days of the patriarchs. The 
bishop of Lucera gives a literal translation of one, 
discovered about six hundred years ago, on a block of 
white marble. It runs thus — " During the time that 
Isaac, tfee son of Abraham, reigned in the valley of 
pamascus, and Esau, the sou of Isaac, in Idnmea, a 
great multitude of Hebrews, accompanied by many 
of the people of Damascus, and many Phosnicans, 
coming into this triangular island, toojk. up their ha* 
b'tatipo in this most beautiful place, to which they gave 
the name of Panormus." 

The same bishop translates another Chaldean in- 
scription, which is still preserved ovep one of the old 
gales of t)ie city. It is thus given : " There is no 
other god but one God. There is no other power but 
this same God. There is no other conqueror but this 
God, whom we adore. The commander of this 
tower is Saphu, the son of IJliphar, son of Esau, bro- 
ther of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham. This 
name of the tower is Baych, and the name of the neigh* 
bouring tower is Pbarat." 

Part qf the ruins of this tower still remain, and 
many more Chaldean inscriptions have been found 
in the vicinity, but they are now in a state 90 .broken 
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and mangled that they convey no particular inform- 
ation. 

The fisheries of Sicily are very interesting. The 
catching the tunny-fish constitutes one of the principal 
Sicilian amusements during the summer months j and 
the curing and sending them to foreign markets, one 
of the greatest branches Of their commerce. 

These iish do not make their appearance in the Sici- 
lian Seas, till towards the latter end of May, at which 
time the Tonnaros, as they are called, are prepared 
for their reception. This is a kind of aquatic castle, 
formed at a great expence, of strong nets, fastened to 
the bottom of the sea, by anchors and heavy' leaden 
weights. A narrow passage is left open, and as soon 
as the tunnies have entered this inclosure, it is 
shut. Some tonnaros have a great number of apart- 
ments, which are shut one after the other ; till the 
fish are forced to the chamber, of death, as it is termed, 
where' the slaughter begins with spears and harpoons. 
The taking of sword-fish is a much more noble 
diversion. No art is used to ensnare them, but with a 
small harpoon fixed to a long line, he is attacked in 
,the open sea, after the manner of the whale-fishers. 
The Sicilian fishermen have a Greek sentence, which 
they repeat as a charm to bring their prey near them. 
This is the only bah they employ, and they are super- 
stitious enough to fancy it of wonderful efficacy. 

As these fish are of great size and strength, they 
will sometimes run for hours after they are struck, 
and afford excellent sport. The flesh is excellent : 
it is more Kke beef than fish, and the common way of 
dressing it is in steaks. 

The fishing of the pesce spada is most considerable 
In the sea of Messina, where they have likewise great 
quantities of eels, particularly the Morena, so much 
esteemed among the Romans, and which is, in fact, a 
most delicate fish. 

Even mackarel are caught with a harpoon. As 
soon as it is dark, two men get into a boat, one of them 
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holding a lighted torch over the surface of the water, 
and the other a harpoon, ready to strike. The light 
of the torch soon brings the fish to the surface of 
the water, and the harpooner pierces him the same 
instant. 

The coral fishery is chiefly practised at Trepani. It 
is performed by means of an engine, composed of a 
great cross of wood, to the centre of which is fixed a ' 
.large stone, capable of carrying the frame to the bot- 
tom. Pieces of small net work are tied to each limb 
of the cross, which is poised horizontally by a rope, 
and let down into the water. As soon as it touches the 
bottom, the rope is made fast to the boat. They 
then drag it over the beds of coral j the consequence 
of which is, the great stone breaking off the pieces, 
they are immediately intangled in the nets. Since 
this simple invention, this fishery has turned out to . 
considerable account. 

The people of Trepani are reckoned very ingenious. 
An artist there, lately discovered the art of making 
cameos, which are a perfect imitation of the ancient 
ones engraved on onyx. They are executed on a 
kind of hard shell, from pastes of the best antiques, and 
so admirably finished, that it is often difficult to dis- 
tinguish the ancient from the modem. 

The difficulties under which the poor Sicilians la- 
bour, from the extreme oppression of their government, 
obliges them sometimes to invent branches of com- 
merce that nature has denied them. The sugar cane 
was formerly much cultivated here ; but the duties 
imposed were so enormous, that it has been almost 
abandoned. — But their crops of wheat alone, under a 
mild government, would soon be sufficient to render 
them {be richest and most flourishing people in the 
world. Even the exportation of this is prohibited, or 
the privilege must be purchased at a very high rate 
though one good crop is sufficient to support the island 
for seven years. The common price of the salma, 
which is two loads, is reduced to five shillings and •**- 
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yence from this prohibition ,• aiicT there is a probability 
that it will sink still lower. 

- This crop, when it is too abundant, it is said they 
lire -scarcely at the trouble to gather in, because it 
will not pay for their labour. Such are the means 
that arbitrary power uses to humble the pride of its 
-'subjects ! • 

: Talking of the natural riches of their island, oar 
'author informs us, they use this language. The moun- 
tains contain rich veins of every metal, and many of the 
•Roman mines still remain 5 but to what end should 
we explore them ? It is not one that should reap the 
profit. Nay, a discovery of any thing very rid* would 
pTobably ruin the possessor. In our present situation, 
the hidden treasures of the island must ever remain 
a profound secret. Were we happy enough to enjoy 
the blessings of a free constitution, many new doors 
of opulence would then be opened ; and we should 
soon reassume our ancient name and consequence; 
■but at present we are nothing. 

The foundation of the feudal system was laid here 
by the Count ofRugiero, about the middle of the 
Uth century, immediately after he had driven the 
Saracens out of the island. He divided Sicily into 
three parts ; the first, by the consent of his army, 
was given to the church ; the second he bestowed on 
•lis oificers ; and the third he reserved for himself. 

Of those three branches he composed his parliament, 
the form of which remains to this day. The military 
branch is composed of all the barbns of the kingdom, 
to the number of two hundred and fifty*one, who are 
stftt bound to service.- The three archbishops, all the 
bishops, abbes, priors, and dfgm&d clergy", amounting 
to near seventy, form the ecclesiastical branch. There 
are fcrty-tfcree royal cities, styled Demaniale, that 
have a right to elect taetnbets A and tfeesfe-reserrrble our 

' burgesses in parBament. Their: thfcf is thfc mem- 
bet Tor ^aterrfo, who is fifcewise prefor, or nraVor, of 

"ft* city* He h an dKcer of *rjr*fcjgli rah* *fad 
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extensive power, and only inferior to- the'viceroy, 
in whose absence the greatest part of the authority 
devolves on him. 

The* pretor, together with six senators,, styled 
patricians, have the management of the civil govern- 
ment of the pity. He is appointed annually by the 
king, nor have the people any longer even the shadow 
of suffrage. It .is therefore no difficult matter to 
judge of the situation of liberty, in a country where 
all courts, civil as well as criminal, are appointed by 
regal authority, and where all offices are conferred 
only by the will of the sovereign and are revocable at 
his caprice. 

♦ The power of the viceroy is most extensive. He 
has riot only the command of all the military force in 
the kingdom, but likewise presides with unbounded 
authority in all the tribunals, civil as well as religi- 
ous. 

He visits the prisons, with great pomp, twice every 
year, and has the power of liberating whatever prison- 
ers he pleases, and of reducing or commuting their 
sentences: 

The whole military^ force of Sicily amounts to 
about ten thousand men, about one thousand two 
hundred of which are cavalry. Many of the cities 
would require numerous garrisons to defend them ; 
but the support of internal peace seems to be as much 
as is intended ; for the whole army would be made* 
quate to attempt a- defence. 

The Sicilians still retain many of the Spanish cus- 
tom*. The youngest sons of the nobility are styled 
Don, and the daughters Donna. The eldest son has 
commonly the title of count or marquis. 

A very common title here, as well as at Naples, 
is prince. Though these were not created till the 
timeof Philip II. of Spain, they take precedence of 
all the other , nobility ; some of whom carry their 
grigin back as far as the time of the Normans, and 
look with secret contempt on these upstart princes, . 

VOYAGES, VOL. XVIII. ' H 
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The tamry of the people bete, like that rf the 
Neapolitans, cceebts chiefly in their eqoipages and 
horwt'. Few of them pot lest than fear horses to 
their carriage without the wails of Pafermo, theegh 
within they ans> iogenesnl, restricted le two, by * wise 
•otaprtuny hiw. -Eves the upper semnts of a man 
of fashion wooid be at ranch ashamed a* be eee&on 
foot ai their masters; Oer ttawlleo took the Ifberty 
t * ridicuk thu vain mtentatioB to soi^ most 

tnriaaale friends*. The absurdity of the practice was 
flowed v be* who had courage enough to boeak 
tfcroot>*l . 

-. It,was regarded as a angular proof of co nd ei semio n 
far some ef'she yoeng nobility to walk the streets 
WW hor .eosmtrymen> during the UfaminaftJott} nor 
Wild they be prevailed on to stk owt, till they had 
sent their serronts a fpm yards before them with 
flambeaux, though the whole city was a Same of 

ught. ,..:>. 

Foolish a* this must appear* it is possible we ever*. 
lookjTfaoy cnstod&aof Our own, which to foreigners 
appear not less ridiciiloat : for ridicule is mostly re- 
taove;, and depends on time end place. When the 
prioce AwMnaboo was in England, walking out in St. 
James's patfk In the afternoon, be observed one of his 
acquairitaecet driving ft* a phaeton with fear horses. 
The prince burst into a violent fit of laughter. 
When he was asked what was the occaslbii of bis 
knirth. " Vatthe d— 1 !" said he in his broken English, 
" has (hat fellow eat so much dinner that it now takes 
forfr horses to carry 4»m* i <rode on* with him this 
cuormng, aodhe warn then so light, that vatoHttifc 
horse ran away with trim. Mb renst either be a great 
fodi or a great ghutcW Waotfcdr timeouts friends 
tsftfoted on hte going to *Jte ip* ? • tie wtt*; bat 
Was sboti '<**£ and tetnflttd to tils ootapflrdow. 
*« *Te*l spritfe*** saMfheys ^ what dW you seeT 
•' Vat did I s«e^4 did «ee tone toefe plttiarde tfddle 
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From Ibis instance, before we are top censorious in, 
regard to the custom* of {brejgo nation*, we should 
tearn to|ooJkatbome? and see if we are not equally! 
exposed to ridicule, for son* practices which either 
constim* air pride or w plesiure. . 

The Sicilian* ar* an'uqated ift conversation, an4 
their action for the most part is so just and expressive 
of their sentiments* that, without hearing their voice* 
(heir meaning ma/ be cosnpreheuded. 

The origin of this fspitity in gesticulation, they carry 
back at & m the time of tfr* earliest tyrants of Sy- 
racuse, who, $o pronto conspiracies, bad forbid, their 
subjects, under the aaoataaverejenaltiea, tobcac^iio 
partite talking together, llnsobJiged them to invent, 
a ntlbod ejf onmsnuiucating their atntimeQU by 
4am* shew, which they pre tend has betn transmit* 
ted rromsraenstioq *>genat*tion ever since. 

TWsate&, theSiciliana <«au^ a paat number of 

foolish, and ridienjoof custom*, particularly in their 

marrfcsg* *m) tunaral cerawniea, some of which are 

*tiU)p|ft up into*) wild and mpi^inc^ part* of the 

island, Aa soon aa. tha manage ceremony if per. 

lormed* two of the attendants ate ready to cram si 

spoonful of homey into the mouths of the bride and 

bridegroom, pronouncing ft problematical of their 

love and union, which they hope will ever continue 

as sweet to their soul&, as that honey is ^othaar palates. 

They then begin to throw handful* of wheat Upon 

them, which it continued till the new-married pair 

reach their future abode. This is probably the remains 

of some ancient rite toCeres, their fovourite divinity. 

The young couple are not allowed to taste, of the 

marriage feast. This, it is pretended, is to teach them 

patience and temperance. When dinner, however, 

js finished* a great hone is presented to>tbe bridegroom 

by the bride's fother, or one of her nearest relations, 

who pfououncea this sentence, « Pick you tbia bona. 

for yon have now taken in hapd to pick one, which 

you will find much harder, and or mane difficult 

MS 
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digestion." This probably has given rise to the proverb 
of such general circulation, (t He. has got a bone to 
pick." 

The marriages of the Sicilian nobility are celebrated 
with great magnificence y and the number of elegant 
carriages produced on these occasions is ast6nishing. 
The ladies enter the bands of wedlock very yourg, and 
frequently live to see the fifth generation. In general 
they are sprightly and agreeable j and in most parts 
of Italy would be esteemed handsome. Nothing 
however, is so vague as t>ur ideas of female beauty ; 
they change in every climate, and the criterion is no 
where to be found. The ladies here have remarkably 
fine'bair; and they understand how. to dress it to the 
greatest ad^vajitage. It is now only used as an embellish- 
tnentj but in former times, during -a long'siege, 'their 
countrymen being* distressed for bow-strings, they 
all cut off their hair and applied it for this purpose. 
" The hair of our ladies/* says n quaint Sicilian barcf, 
*' is still employed in the same office ; but now it dis- 
charges no other shafts than those of Cupid ; and the 
only cords it forms, are the cords of love." 

The Sicilians are more addicted to study than their 
neighbours on the continent, and their education is 
much more solid and complete. They tffke pleasure 
jn discoursing on subjects of literature, history, and 
politics i but particularly poetry. At some "period of 
nis life, almost every person is sure to be inspired by 
the god of verse ; and a lover is never believed as long 
as he can speak of his passion in prose: 

The best English authors are not unknown here in 

• their original language. Several of the young nobility 
Speak the English tongue, and more understand it. 

To enter on the natural history of this island, would 
open a vast field, . which the present work forbids to 
traverse. Some general remarks roust therefore suffice. 
Mineral waters are most abundant ; many boiling hot; 

..and there are others, though colder than ice, that 
fcerer freeze, r 
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In several places they have fountains that throw 
up a kind of oil on their surface, which the peasants 
kirn in lamps, and apply to other purposes. The 
Fonte Canalotto is covered with a thick scum of a 
kind of pitch, which, among the country people, i$ 
esteemed a sovereign remedy in rheumatic and other 
complaint*. 

The water of a small lake, near Naso, is celebrated 
for dyeing every thing black that is put into it; 
though tb£ water appears remarkably pore and trans- 
parent. 

There are also various sulphureous baths, where 
the patient is thrown into a profuse perspiration, by 
the heat of the vapour alone, The most celebrated 
are those of Spiaccia, and on the mountain of St. 
Coiogerp, at a great distance fmn Etna | in the vici- 
nity of which they might naturally be expected. 

Indeed lava, pumice/anji tufk ate found in many 
parts of Sicily remote from the volcano, which 
sufficiently indicate the origin and the nature of the 
wbq|e island. About a mUe and a Ijarf to the west- 
ward of Palermo, at a small beach, are i*iany springs 
of warm water, that rise within |be limits ofthe tide. 

At no great distance from this spot is a celebrated 
fountain, called II mar Dolce, where are some remains 
of an ancient Naurqacbia ; and in the mountain above 
it, a cavern is shewn where a gigantic skeleton is said 
to have been found. It /Sell to ' dust * immediately oil 
Wag exposed tip the external air. " The teeth alone 
resisted t£e impression $ and fraizeUo, who obtained 
Xw'q of them, say/they weighed ^m many ounces. 

Many .sifnilar stories are to be found in the Sicilian 
legends/ and it seeqis tp bp an universal belief, that 
this i^nJ was^ pnee inhibited hy jjfc*% though m 
trace^c? tjapm are |o be found in any mufeum. 

The population of Sicily has been estimated at;u^ 
war<^ r $£ one ipilttc$ pouty, and' about fifty thousand 
9f t^pi^abejr beW t<j » tte ^^tot^^terie> and 
y$t wliole number of houses ui the 
■'»« 
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island has been computed at two hundred and sixty- 
eight thousand. 

The great staple commodity of Sicily, and what 
has ever constituted its riches, is its crops of wheat. 
They preserve their grain in large pits or caverns in 
the rocks, where they ram it hard down, and protect: 
the surface from the weather, and in this state it will 
keep good for years. 

Soda is much cultivated here, and turns out to con- 
siderable "account. This vegetable, it is well known, 
is indispensable in the glass manufacture. Great quan- 
tities of it are annually sent to Venice. 

Sicily -likewise carries on a trade in liquorice, rice, 
figs, raisins, and .currants, the best of which grow 
among the extinguished volcanoes of the Lipari islands. 
—Their honey is highly valued, and is found in 
abundance in the hollows of trees and rocks. The 
country of the Lesser Hybla is still, as formerly, the 
part of the island which is most celebrated for honey. 

The plantations of oranges, lemons, bergamots, 
almonds, and other fruits, yield no unprofitable returns. 
The pistachio nut, likewise, is much cultivated in 
many parts of the island, and with great success. 

The cantbarides fly is a native of Sicily, and is found 
on several trees of Etna, whose juice is supposed to 
have a corrosive or abstersive quality, particularly the 
pine, and the fig-tree. 

The marbles of this island would afford a great 
source of opulence, were there any encouragement 
given to work the quarries, of which they have an in- 
finite variety, and of the finest sorts. Mr. Brydone 
says he has seen some specimens little inferior to the 

* giall and verd antique, which are now so precious. 

At Centorbi they have a kind of soft stone that dis- 
solves in water, and is used in washing instead of soap, 
from which quality it has received the appellation of 
.Pietra Saponaro. They likewise find here, as well as 

* in Calabria, the celebrated stone which* on being wa- 
tered and exposed to a pretty violent degree of heat* 
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produces a. plentiful crop of mushrooms. But it 
would be endless to enumerate all the various com* 
modities and curious productions of this island. Etna 
alone affords a greater number than many of the most 
extensive kingdoms ; and is no less an epitome of the 
whole earth in its soil and climate, than in its multi- 
farious productions. , 

The first region of Etna covers their tables wkh all 
the delicacies that the earth produces ; the second sup- 
plies them with game, cheese, butter, honey, and wood 
both for building and fuel $ while the third, with its ice 
and snow, keeps them fresh and cool during the heat 
of summer; as it contributes to, keep them warm 
and comfortable during the cold of winter. l 

We need not then be surprised at the obstinate 
attachment of the people to this mountain,, and that 
all its terrrors have not been able to drive them away 
from it. Like an indulgent parent, ty mixes blessings 
with its chastisements, and thus prevents their affections 
from being estranged. 

On the 29th of July, our travellers took their fare- 
well leave of the viceroy and their friends. The atten- 
tions they had met with, the reflection that they were 
about to part with a number of worthy people, which 
there. was little probability of their ever seeing again, 
imbittered this last scene. 

In two days* delightful sailing, they arrivecLatNaples^ 
where they rejoined the friends they had left on the 
commencement of the pleasing tour, in which we 
have accompanied them. Mr/Brydone was a phi- 
losopher, and was well qualified to philosophize, which 
indeed he has done in some places to too great an 
extent 3 but had he been acquainted with the divine 
science ,of botany, his journey to Etna would haVe 
possessed an additional charm to the admirers -# na- 
ture, and would have entitled him to a still higher 
rank in (he class of scientific travellers, 
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SPAIN, 
Br HENRY SWINBURNE, Esq. 
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fllHOUGH Spain was formerly m little visited as 
. JL if it bed belonged to e different quarter ef the 
gMe, so numerous are tbe modern tourists and tra- 
vellers through that kingdom, that it is difficult to 
inject from their difcren* labours what wi)l generally 
be allowed most valuable. We have preJemd Mr. 
Swinburne as our guide, for no other reason, but be* 
cause iw work bears the stamp of accuracy, and gives 
us some insight into the nature of the soil, the govern* 
ment, commerce, and raapner*, which we conceive 
are the most interesting objects that can engage a tra- 
veller's attention. ^ 

He set out from fterpignan, a mean and ill looking 
town, on the ^th of October 1775, and proceeded 
towards Spain. Tbe weather was fine, but the roads 
were so bad and tbd mules so scarce, that they were 
forced to give tw^nfjr tanis 4*9*1 for ten horses as far 
JN faycelnnfc 

Tbe heayy rajnsj which bad fciMen about the antum- 
jiaj .equinox, had swelled the torrents to such a degree, 
tfeat the roads pprp in many places Quite snoSecT It 
was nigbt bejfcre* tbey reached a poor inn at ftoujouj 
j>ear the moujtfalas wjhicfr separajp Jlousiljon from 
Catalonia. 

Next day they fen in with several persons travelling 
to the fair of Girona, and formed a kind of caravan 
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singularly grotesque. Our traveller and friends were 
in the centre ; the van-guard was formed by a drum- 
mer and a tabor and pipe ; while the rear was brought 
up by a camel laden with five monkeys, escorted by 
two men who carried his portrait. 

After proceeding a few miles, they came to the 
chain of mountains that divides France and Spain, 
which are" of no very considerable elevation. The 
road over the pass is a noble work, and reflects great 
honour on the engineer who planned it. Formerly it 
required the strength of thirty men to support, and 
almost as many oxen to drag up a carriage, which four 
horses can now draw. with, jeage,. ilu . .» ■■.■■,, - -. • 

Exactly on-the.lim^of f^qejjqp^thejraost elevated 
spot of the pass, sta^^s.^tri^^iR^fjt; of Beljegarcje corri- 
manding a boundless^ v\ew pver; either.^ing^om. . An 
officer of mvalids!.has,a ; 10jdge bejow^.^'here he exa- 
niiues and- signs- the. passports, , f 3 , «....-•■*..• 

At La Junquipr#t the, fysX Spanj^hj town,.an officer 
of the <iistoms i roaue\a^hew,o^.e)tan^rui i hg t^ir bag- 
gage 5 but a piece t f)^monyy^puLap f -euo^jtp. fiis Search, 
This was once a*cons(d^ble > city^ ^unabited by a 
colony of the Massjfians, .''lt"is;nQw ? ^wmdled.to a 
paltry village, the- natives 6f wfiich subsist on. the ad- 
vantage they derive frpm t,rayejlerty a^Lcf on J the,produc« 
of the cork- woods, ,.../'. ^ \, / 

The surrounding mountains, are covered with tljo.se 
trees, most of which are o/. great size anq'a^e. They 
are usually stript of their bark on<je iti s^ven or eight 
years; but this 'operation is repeated' in the southerfi 
part of Spain every Jitd> yeai., 5 v ^ '• 

From Juoqueira to Figuera, ah in significant; straggling 
town, the country improves every step ; the .lulls are 
clothed with evergreens ) mid the plains, in the finest 
state of cultivation, are. divided by hedges of aloe, 
christthorn, or wild pomegranate.' The inhabitants 
look respectable in their persons .and dress, and the 
women are comelier than oh the* French side of the 
Pyrenees. 
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Their journey from thence to Girena was very 
pleasant* and lay through a continuation of country 
agreeably diversified by fertile plains* and gentle 
eminences, crowned with evergreen oaks and pines. 
The view extends as far as the sea over the olive 
plantations on the lower grounds. 

In every village they found the people employed in 
making ropes, baskets, and shoes of a amaty nub, or 
feed, called esparto. 

Girona is a large clean city, with some good streets j 
but it is poorly inhabited, and the houses, particularly 
the churches, are dark and gloomy. The Gothic 
cathedral is grand j but had it not been far the glim- 
Usering of two smoky lamps, our author says, they 
should not have discovered the canopy and altar of 
massy silver. 

Next morning they travelled over a hilly country j 
bnttbe dryness of the weather prevented the roads 
(torn being so fatiguing as they generally are. Ad- 
vancing farther, they came to the most savage wilds 
\p nature. Nothing but mountains on mountains 
covered with pines i rumbling sandy streams iu the 
hollows, hangiqg woods, and narrow dells, saluted 
their view. 

They reached San Salony on the 27th at night, and 
though it was on a Friday, the peasants brought them 

Sirtridget for supper. The roatd of the inn, however, 
• way of atoning for this irregularity, placed before 
em a well-dressed image of die Virgin, to whom it 
was expected they would make a liberal offering. 

On the morning of the 28th, they came to the pass 
called El Purgatorio, which had nearly proved a hell 
, to them, as their carriages were at one time almost 
immoveahiy jammed in between rocks. The pros- 
pects, however, were delightful. Nothing could be 
more agreeable to the eye, than the Gothic steeples 
towering above the dark pipe groves, the bold ruins of 
La Rocca, and the rich fields on the banks of the 
Besos. 
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They got into Barcelona just before the shutting of 
the gates, Next day they paid the neces sa ry visit! 
to these hi command. Their fim entertainment ws* 
the Spanish comedy, the former absurdities of which 
wens done away, and only doiness remained. M*. 
SwMrarne says, be should have been pleased to hare 
seen Harlequin carrying relics in procession, saints 
and devils engaged in doubtful conflict, and Lucifer 
acting the part of a prior, as in days of yore. The 
Spaniards, indeed, seem to have thrown off many of 
those fooleries which amused strangers, without reach- 
ing that pitch of taste that can render them a pleasing 
and interesting people. 

Tbeplay^ho«se was handsome and well lighted. 
The first piece they 6aw acted was a tragedy, without 
any female characters ; and in order to make it the 
more ridiculous, the actresses assumed the masculine 
attire, and allowed no males to appear among them. 

The prompters, for they had several, read aloud, 
verse by verse, what the player repeated after them. 
Beftteen the first and second add, a segnidiRa was 
sung, which though wild and uncouth, had some very 
moving passages. 

After die second act, by way of interlude, an attack 
was made on the actresses, by the actors from a cor- 
nerof the front boxes. The wit was briskly bandied to 
and fro, and made the audience roar again; butk 
appeared a string of poor quibbles. 

The origin of theeity of Barcelona, and the account 
of the aborigines of Catalonia, are like the general 
history of Spain, fait hi a cloud of ftbles. The Ma*. 
silians appear to have carried on a considerable trade 
hither; Hamttcar Bercas is *at& to have founded 
Ba*eino, now called Barcelona j but the Carta agio iar* 
did not long keep possession of If, aft It is^vMent the 
Ebro w*Mv boondwy, so <eariy as the^nd of the 
firetfcsntewar. 
I After the fall of the Carthaginian common wealth, 
I the SeftoMft <*ait*d then* whole jutttttien toward* 
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Tarraco, and neglected Barcino, though they made it 
A colony, under the name of Faventia. In the fifth 
century, the Barbarians of the north having pushed 
their conquest as far as this peninsula, Catalonia fell 
to the lot of the Goths, and after remaining about 
three centuries under their dominion, it fell unde; 
the yoke of the Saracens. 

Various revolutions took place at a later period, 
till this province became finally united to the crown 
of Spain. The enthusiastic love of liberty, that hat 
always actuated the Catalonrans, has often rendered 
their country the seat of civil war and bloodshed. In 
the time of Ferdinand V. the peasants rose in arras, 
to emancipate themselves from the oppression of, the 
nobles: About the time that the Portuguese shook 
off the Spanish yoke, the Catalans attempted to render 
themselves independent, but in vain. During the 
war of the ^Succession, they made another bold and 
persevering struggle to break their chains, and become 
a free nation. 

# Lewis XIV. sent the Duke of Berwick in 1/14, 
with a formidable army, to reduce Barcelona. Tbe 
trenches were opened in July, and the works carried 
on with- the greatest vigour for sixty-one days. A 
French fleet blpcked up the port, and prevented any 
supplies or succours being thrown into the town. Yet 
" notwithstanding the famine which raged within the 
walls, the terrible fire from the batteries, and the de- 
spondency of the regular troops, the burgesses, catching 
animation from despair, rejected all offers of accom- 
modation, and seemed determined to bury themselves 
under the ruins of the city. The very friars, inspired 
by the same enthusiasm, ran up and down the streets, 
exhorting their fellow citizens to die like brave men, 
rather than live the despicable slaves of a despot. 
The women and children breathed. the same.- spirit, 
and shared the toils of the defence with their husbands 
and fathers. 
_ Aftor sustaining four bloody assault*, anddieputipg 
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the ground inch by inch, being at last driven irons 
the ramparts, they took refuge in the new part of the 
town, where they made a kind of capitulation. Their 
persons remained untouched ; but every privilege 
was abolished, and heavy taxes were imposed, to re- 
compense the soldiery. Since this epoch the Catalans 
have borne the yoke with a sullen patience ; and go- 
vernment has been afraid to irritate them to new 1 
resistance. 

Barcelona is a sweet spot : the air equals in .purity, 
?nd much exceeds in mildness, the boasted climate 
of Montpelier. The situation is beautiful and pic* 
turesque, both from land and sea. A great extent of 
fruitful plains, bounded by an amphitheatre of hills, 
backs it on the west j the mountain of .Montjuich de- 
fends it on the south from the unwholesome air of 
the marshes of the Llobregat ; to the northward, the 
coast projecting into the sea forms a noble bay ; while 
tfce Mediterranean closes the prospect to the east. 
The environs are well cultivated and studded with 
villages,, country houses, and gardens! 

The form of Barcelona is almost circular ; the 
Roman town occupying the highest ground, alra6st 
in the centre of. the new. The ancient walls are still 
visible in many places ; but the sea has. retired many 
hundred yards from the port gates, and a whole 
quarter of the town now stands on the sands, that 
were once the bottom of the harbour. 

The immense loads of sand hurried down into the 
sea by the rivers, and thrown back by the wind and 
the current into this haven, will in all probability 
choke it quite up> unless greater diligence is used in 
prevedting the accumulation of the shoals. - 

The port is handsome : the mole is constructed of 
hewn sfcpne, and is a masterpiece o£ solidity aid con- 
venience. Above is a platform for carriages 5 Mow, 
vast magazines, with a broad quay, reaching from 
the city gates to the light-house. This was 4one by 
the direction of the ijfarqttii dels Mifca, caj>tain> 

vol. -Vfixu 1 
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general of the principality, who long governed Cata 
Ionia more like an independent sovereign, than liki 
a subject invested with a delegated authority. 

Great am the obligations this city is under to that 
ndbletnan. He cleansed and beautified its st recta, buittl 
useful edifices^ and forwarded ita trade and manafac-f 
ruies, without faying any very heavy expense on the 1 
province. 

In 175^, be began boHdinz Barcelonetta, on tfae> 
aeck of land that runs into we sea, and forms the 
port. This ft now a regular town, consisting of 
about two thousand brick bouses, and a church in. 
which the ashes of the founder are deposited* under 
an expensive, but tasteless monument 

The light-house at the end of the pier is a slender ] 
tower; near which ships perform quarantine. 

Another capital work of La Mina, is the rampart, 
or great waist on the walls, extending the whole I 
length of the harbour: Ir is built on arches with 
magazines below, and a broad coach road and foot 1 
path above, raised to the level of the first floor of the 
houses in the adjoining street This pavement forms 
a very fine walk to the arsenal at the south-east 
angle of the city, where new fortifications are 
constructing. 

At this comer, the rampart joins the Ramble, a 
long, irregular street, which k intended to be planted 
with an avenue of trees. Here the ladies parade m 
their coaches, and sometimes go quite round die city 
upon the watts. This is a charming drive, having a 
eweet country on one side, and otastcrs of small 
gardens mod orange yards oa the other. 

The citadel has alt Strang baatious, calculated to 
overawe the inhabitants, as much as to defend them 
!%em a foreign enemy. The fewness of fcs situa- 
tion renders it damp, unwholesome, and fad of 
j&ojquitses* 

The eweets of Jtooetesm at* nansiw, but well 
f**d* awtU coveted dseia, inabeuiiddlccf eaca, 



carries off the filth. The houses are lofty, but little 
ornamented. To each kind of trade, a particular 
district is allotted. 

The principal public structures are the cathedral, 
Santa Maria, the general's palace, and Ike exchange. 
The architecture of the cathedral is a light Gothic, 
-which in some places is inimitably airy. The, stall* of 
the choirs are neatly carved, and hong with escqt? 
cheons of princes and noblemen, among which 
Mr. Swinburne remarked the arms of Henry VUI» 
of England. The double arches wider tbe belfry are 
deservedly admire*}, for bearing on their centres the 
whole weight of two enormous towers* In the 
cloisters, various ktnd> of foreign birds ar* kepi, upot» 
funds bequeathed for that purpose by an opulent 
canon. Santa Maria is also a Gothic pile. , [■« 

The palace is low and square, without txtejpal 
courts or gardens, and contains nothing remarkable, 
save a noble ball-room. 

Opposite to the south front of the palace, a new 
exchange is erecting on an extensive plan, but in a 
heavy taste. The expenses of the shell of the 
building were estimated at three hundred thousand 
Catalan livres. This work is defrayed by a tax en 
imports. Among the Roman antiquities in this ctljf 
are a mosaic pavement, in which are represented two 
large green figures of Tritons, holding a shell in 
each hand; between ibem a sea-borse, >uid ,on the 
sides a serpent and a dolphin. There" are aWaraany 
vaults and cellars of Roman construction - t and the 
archdeaconry was once the palace of the- j>retor, , or 
Roman governor. In the yard of this edifice is? -a 
beautiful cistern, or rather sarcophagus, which they 
call the coffin of Pompey a lathes $ bui there : is no 
evidence for or against this opinion. A large ; bass 
relief runs roumj it, qf \huntersj dogs,>anc\ wikj 
beasts. The chief person is on horseback; -bare* 
headed, and in a military dress. >Tbc figures, and 
animals are well executed, a»d. *he whole is a fin* 
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monument of antiquity, though it is now used t© 
water mules. 

In the house belonging to the family of Pinos, are 
many excellent busts and medallions. An Augustus 
.pater, with a corona radialis, a small elegant Bacchus, 
and a woman holding a rabbit, supposed to represent 
Spain, the Provincia Cunicularis, are the most re- 
markable. 

The yth of November, being the festival of St. 
Charles Borromeo,. the king's patron, was kept as a 
day of gala. All the officers waited upon the gover- 
. nor in grand uniform 5 the theatre was illuminated, 
«nd crowded with well-dressed company, -and the 
price of admittance was raised.- As seats are gene- 
rally let by the year, or appropriated for' particular 
purposes, a stranger rinds some difficulty in obtaining 
a place; 

. The play was the Cid Campeador, an historical 
tragedy, written with a great deal of fire and force 
of character. ' in all tragedies, the performers drop a 
curtesy, instead of bowing to kings and heroes. A 
pretty ballad Was sung by a woman in the sniart dress 
of a maja, or coquette *. she wore her hair in a scarlet 
net with tassels ; a striped gauze handkerchief crossed 
her breast ; and she had on a rich jacket, flowered 
apron, and brocaded petticoat. 
• During his residencein Barcelona, our author era- 
: ployed part of his time in investigating the number 
alid situation of the Spanish armies, and thinks that 
the Tegular troops do not exceed fifty thousand. The 
king's household is composed of three troops of gen- 
tlemen horse-guards, Spanish, Italian, and Flemish; 
one company of halberdiers ; six battalions of Spa- 
ihish-, and six of Walloon foot-guards ; and one bri- 
gade of carabiniers. 

■'There are six regiments of Spanish infantry of two 
battalions, and twenty-seven of one battalion j two 
> Italian, three Irish, and four Swiss regiments of one 
battalion j one regiment of artillery of tour battalions 
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«ix tbouaand seven hundred tod twelve manucsj and 
a company of engineers. 

White or blue is the colour of their regimental*, 
except one Spaniab, and three Irish regiments, that 
are dressed in red. 

The cavalry consists of fourteen regiments, of 
which six are in blue, four in red, three in white, 
and one in green. The dragoons form eight regiments, 
of which one is blue, one red, and «i$ yellow. 

Besides the regulars, they annually assemble forty- 
thcee regiments of miKjtia, and twentyrseven compa- 
nies of city guards. The corps of invalids contains 
forty- six companies on duty, and twenty-sis excused. 
The African and American garrisons have also their 
respective militia. 

The uniforms of the Spanish soldiers are ill made, 
and the soldiers are abominably nasty in their appear* 
ance. Their black greasy hair is setdom dressed. 

The pay of a sower is five quartos and a half, and 
twenty-one ounces of bread a day. After fifteen 
years' service, he has an increase of five reals of Vellon 
a month 3 after twenty, nine reals ) and after twenty- 
five, he maty retire and enjoy a pazetta per day, and 
be clothed as if on actual service. If he remains 
thirty years in the army, he is allowed the rank and 
pay of a subaltern officer. 

The rank of an officer mav be known at first sight, 
by a particular badge of distinction. A captain gene- 
ral's uniform is blue, embroidered with gold down 
the seams, and three row* of embroidery on the 
sleeves j a lieutenant genefal has nothing cm the 
seams, and but two rows on the cuffs 3 and a maris* 
cal de campo has but one. 

The pay of a lieutenant is two pazettas and a half 
a day ; that of an ensign two. As every thing has 
trebled in price, since their pay was established, it is 
become insufficient for the maintenance of qfficerj. 
In the guards, as in other countries, subalterns mutt 
live upon their own fortune. 
IS 
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About seven thousand men form the garrison of 
Barcelona, of which four thousand tw© liundred are 
guards ; the rest Swiss and dragoons. Each corps has 
its separate quarters, which it provides with sentries, 
and hence they never interfere with each other. 

Our traveller acknowledges the civilities he met 
with here from his friends and acquaintances. The 
Sntendant behaved with great politeness, and access 
was allowed to the arsenal and magazines*., which are 
not usually shewn to strangers. 

During a gleam of sun-shine on the 10th of No- 
vember, they accompanied the consul to his villa ia 
the playa. The moist warmth of the day brought 
out myriads of insects, which were ready to devour 
them. Nevertheless, this is a very tine climate, aud 
few spots on the globe can surpass it in fertility. 

In the afternoon, as the weather was charming, 
they took a ride to Saria, a convent of Capuchin friars 
on the hills. The city and port of Barcelona appeared 
to great advantage from hence, being collected into a 
perfect landscape. The convent garden, on the slope 
of the hill, is truly romantic, and streams of limpid 
water run down on all sides with the wildness of na- 
ture, or spout through the eyes of a little Magdalen, 
or from St. Francis. 

Their return to tcywn was by a hollow way, under 
banks of Indian rigs, cactus opuntia, where the but- 
terflies were sporting as in the middle of spring. The 
women were busy making black lace, some of which 
is spun out of the leaf 9/ the aloe. It is curious, but 
of little use, as it soon 'grows mucilaginous with 
"washing. 

They passed the convent of Jesus, belonging to ,the 
Cordeliers, and in a garden here saw the plant called 
aroma, a species of mimosa, or spunge-tree, bearing 
a round yellow flower, with a faint musky smell, to 
which, many singular qualities are attributed. If the 
, * seed is chewed and spit out in a room, it will imrne* 
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diafcely fill it with an overcoming stench, and tiirn all 
the white paint black. 

Ike evenjng concluded with a ball, where oar tra- 
vellers, for the first time, had the pleasure of seeing 
the fandango danced. It is very voluptuous, and 
throws the body into such attitudes as the eye of de- 
cency ought not to behold, or modesty to practise. 

On the 12th, they visited the fortress of Montjuich, 
where the fineness of the day and the beauty of the 
prospect gave an enchantment to every object. Mont- 
juich is supposed to be corrupted either from Mons 
Jovis, or Mons Judaicus : it stands single' on the 
south-west point of Barcelona. The extent of it& 
basis is very great. Larga» crops of wheat are pro- 
duced on the north and east sjdeS ; and a great quaa- 
. tit^of strong wine is made on the south-east angle $ 
but it is said to be medicated with lime and mahogany 
chips, to give it spirit and colour. 

The face of the mountain, towards the sea, is 
almost an insurmountable precipice. The, road up* ' 
to the top is very steep ; and about half way is an an* 
cient burial pla.ce of the Jews, with many large mo- 
numental stones scattered about, covered with He- 
brew inscriptions. 

Every part of the old castle is destroyed, and large 
modern works erected on the site. From hence Bar- 
celona, and every individual house on it, may be seen 
to advantage, as well as a great extent of coast and 
country. All the walls are of stone, and multiplied 
to an amazing number. 

The main body of the place is bomb proof. Two 
elegant stone staircases, with iron railing, lead down 
to the casements, or vaulted quarters, which are near 
four hundred yards long. One of the principal bas- 
tions is scooped out into a cistern, capable of con* 
taining seventy thousand cubic feet of water. Above 
the quarters is a grand terrace, round a court, with 
turrets at each angle. 
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This -cgstle has already cost immense sums, daring 
die space of fifteen yean that it hat beep bonding, 
end will pofeaMy cost as much mace before it cen be 
finished; no* does it appear, from its elevated situa- 
tion, capable of annoying an enemy, encamped on 
tbeplain. 

Toe badness of the roada having detained oar tra- 
veller at Barcelona lome days longer than be intended, 
he eet out with his companions to That Montaerrat 
For a few miles irom Barcelona, tbayr found ibe roads 
meat excellent; but they soon relapsed into their 
usual slate in this country. At fybrtorel* a forge 
town, where the natives manufacture black lace, thtrjr 
jossed a rery high bri<ke, with Gothic arches, built 
on the ruins of z decayed one, which bad stood for one 
thousand nine hupdrdtt end eighty-five yeprs, from 
its fiust erection by Hannibal, in the 63£th/ehr*f 
Some, aa an inscription records. 

At the north-end of this structure ia airiuaqphal 
jrch, aaid to have been raised by that general in bo- 
pour of bis father, Bamilcar. It is almost entire, 
and well proportioned. 

Continiuaj their journey through a large village, 
named JSspaiungera, they arrived in the afternoon, at 
the ftp* of Jifootaegak one of. the most singular in 
the world for ehapq, .situation, and composition. It 
atands insulated, and towering over a .billy country, 
like 4 j>Ue of grotto work, *r Gothic spires. Its 
height 4s about three thousand three hundred ieet 
above the level of the sea. 

Xbey ascended by the steepest road, to save lime ; 
And <$far two hours' tedious riding, from east so west, 
up a narrow path, cut .out of the sides of gullies and 
precipices, they reached the highest part of the road, 
and soon after came in sight of the convent placed in 
4 tiook of the aoad. It seems bb if some violent soo- 
smlsion jof natere bad split the eastern face of Moat- 
serrat, and formed in the cleft a sufficient platform to 
build the monastery on. Tbe Uobregat roan at the 



bottom, and perpendicular walls of rock, ofimfneribe 
height, rise from the water's edge, near half way up 
the mountain; On these masses of white stone rests 
the small piece of level ground which the monks in^ 
habit. Close behind the abbey, huge cliffs shoot up 
in a semicircle to a stupendous elevation, withnheir 
summit split into sharp cones, pillars, and various 
fentastic shapes, all blanched and bare 5 but "haririg 
their interstices filled up with forests of evergreen: 
and deciduous trees and shrubs. .'*.••; 

Fifteen hermitages are placed amongst he woods 
and pinnacles of the rocks, or in cavities hewn out 
of them. The rocks are composed of lime-stones of 
different colours, of quartz, freestone,' and some' 
touchstone, cemented' together by a natural process.' 
The assemblage and "view t)f the whole are not only 
astonishing, but unnatural. * '" * : 

As our countrymen carried a letter fbr the abbot; 
they found a polite and hospitable deception. 6affrori 
soup, however, and spiced ragouts were not fnueh to 
their taste. After dinner ablate of «catra way s-and a 
salver of wine were- handed abouf , which reminded 
our author of the treat Justice Shallow offers to- Sir 
John FalstafF: J 

The monks here are Benedictines, antir their pos»- 
sessioris are v£ry considerable, though the king has 
lately curtailed them. Their original foundation, in 
866, gave them nothing but the mountain $ and (6 
occurring and subsequent benefactions, they owe the 
great increase of their landed property. 

They are bound to feed and lodge, for three days, 
all pilgrims who come to '.pay their homage to tlie 
Virgin. The allowance is humble enough r it is no 
more than a luncheon of bread in the morning; afe 
much more, with broth, at noon '5 and bread aga»h 
at night. 

The number of professed monks is seventy *six, of 
layljrothers twenty-eight, an&of singing boys twenty-* 
five,' besides a physiciau/flttrgeon, and servants. 
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Next morning, Mr. Swinburne and his i 
tere conducted to the church, by one of the monks. 
It U a gloomy pile internally, and has its gilding 
much tallied by the smoke of a large lumber of 
silver lamps continually burning. 

The choir above stairs is decorated with the life of 
Christy in handsome wooden carving. A large iron 
grate divides the chorch from the chapel of the Virgin, 
where the image stands in a niche over the altar, be* 
fa* which four tapers constantly burn. 

In the sacristy, and the passages leading to it, are 
pattest and Clipboards fill! of relics and ornaments of 
gold, silver, and precious stones. The most valuable 
and cajfiom *f* two crowns for the Virgin and her 
tea, of in es tjnvsb le price, some large diamond rings, 
an sjajsjejlmt cameo of Medusa's head, the Roman 
emperors in alabaster, the sword of St. Ignatins, and 
the chest that contains the aihea of a famous brother, 
John Ouarjn, of whom they relate nearly the same 
story at that (ten in the Guardian, of the Samoa 
Barisa and the Sultan's daughter* 

Immense is the quantity of votive offerings to the 



t offerings! 
miracuions statue of the Virgin, and as nothing < 
be rejected, or oAmrite disposed of, rbe*helv**at» 
loaded with whimsical eft-vows. 

They neat visited some small rooms behind the 
aVigb altar, and a strong silver-plated door being 
thrown open, they were bid to lean forward and kiss 
She hind of Ntststra Senora, which was already half 
worn away by the t*gpr ostentations of its votaries. 

Having seen every place about the convent, they 
set out for the hermitages, and took the short road 
Up a crevice, between two huge masse* . of rock, 
where, m rainy weather, the waters devolve in fu- 
rious torrents. They counted six hundred boles, or 
oteps, so steep and perpendicular, that from below 
they could not discern the least track. A handnraa 
and a few seats iobmetheen, enabled them* how- 
ever, to pernjena this scaJado. 
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Sa» after they arrived, through a wilderness of 
evergreens, at the narroqp)>latfbfm wheve the nwt 
hermit dwells. Hi* siUAtfoo is wonderfully raMtt* 
tic, and his accommodations very appropriate. He 
seemed to be a cheerful, simple old man, in whose 
mind, forty years retirement had obliterated ail 
worldly ideas. ' _ 

The hermits are clad in brown, and wear long 
beard* : their allowance from the convent is sxnajr* 
and their respective limits are very narrow. Tljey 
never eat meat, nor converse with each other, they 
make every vow of the monks, and likewise an addi- 
tional one* that of never quitting the' mountain. 
Their first habitation is always most remote from the 
convent, and they descend according as vacancies 
happen in the lower cells*. * V~" 

Having left a small present in the chapel window* 
they continued their . walk. . The second hermitage, 
the* came to stands oh a point of a lock, over a pre-. 
ciptee that descends almost to the very, bed of th$ 
river. The prospect was awfully grand, la a clear 
day, it it said, they can see Majorca from this spot, 
though no less than one hundred and eighty-one miles, 
distant. i ../-. 

On the rock, that overhangs the hermit's cell, was 
formerly a castle with its. cisterns and drawbridge/ 
whete some banditti harboured, and often spread 
rjm: depredations ever the neighbouring valleys. At 
last they were overpowered j and in commemoration: 
of this ***nt, the hermitage is dedicated to St. 
Dlatas> ifce good thief. 

At La Trinidad, the next cell they visited, the 
aerate* hf rotation, pass a few days in the summer 
season. It is a very pretty place, and has superior ac- 
" " Vlo the other hermitages. The tenant of 
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&ate ptty and contempt. 
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tJTis spot gave theui a glass of good Sitges wine, and 
^.pineii of snuff, raised from tobacco in his own 
garden ; but the officers of the customs bar* ex- 
pended their tyranny even to these solitudes, and or- 
dered the cultivation of tobacco to be discontinued. 

Having satisfied their curiosity among the. her- 
mitages, which, in general, differ little from each 
other, except in the situation, they arrived at Santa 
Cecilia, the parish church where the silent inhabi- 
tants of thisThebais meet every morning to hear mass, 
and twice a week to confess and communicate.* 

It is impossible to give an adequate idea of the 
sublime views and the uncouth appearance of the 
different £arts of Montserrat. A painter or a botanist 
might spend many days here with pleasure. The 
apothecary of the house has collected a list, of four 
hundred and thirty-seven species of plants, and forty 
of trees, that grow on this mountain. 

One great inconvenience, in this romantic, and, 
in some respects, beautiful retreat, is the scarcity of 
fresh water. Except one. spring a^. the parish, and 
another at the convent, they have only cistern water 
of the worst kind. This deficiency of the necessary 
fluid prevents any wild beast ever encroaching on the 
mountain. 

Having dined at the abbey, and received the cus- 
tomary donation of blessed crosses and holy medals, 
they set out on their return for Barcelona, which they 
reached the following morning. 

Catalonia is, almost throughout, extremely moun- 
tainous. The nature of the country appears to have 
great influence on the inhabitants, who are a hardy, 
active, and industrious race, of a' middle si^e, browo 
complexion, and marked features. , .. 

The mocos, or mule- boys, are excellent pedestri- 
ans 3 some of them have been known to go from Bar- 
celona to Madrid and back again, in mWdays, which 
by the high road is six hundred miles. r 
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The loss of all their immunities, the ignominious 
prohibition of every weapon , even a common knife,* 
and an enormous load of taxes, have not been able to 
stifle their independent spirit. By degrees, some of 
their, ancient privileges have been restored ; but this 
is done with a very sparing hand, and rather extorted 
from fear, than conferred from regard. 

The common dress of a Catalonian sailor or mu- 
leteer is brown ; and the distinctive mark by which 
they are known in Spain, is a red woollen cap, falling 
backwards like that of the ancient Phrygians. The 
middling sort of people and artificers wear hats and 
dark clothes, with a half- wide coat carelessly thrown 
over their shoulders. 

The women have a black silk petticoat over a little 
hoop, shoes without heels, bare shoulders, and a 
black veil stiffened out with wire j so that they re- 
semble a hooded serpent. 

The Catalonians are excellent for light infantry, on 
the forlorn hope, or for a coup-de-main ; but they 
are averse to the strictness of military discipline. Such 
is their pride, thai they cannot submit to be menial 
servants in their own country 3 but will rather endure 
any inconvenience at home or abroad, than appear in 
this capacity. At a distance, however, they make 
excellent servants, and most of the principal houses 
of Madrid have Catalonians at the head of their 
affairs. 

Those who remain at home are extremely indus- 
trious. Their corn-harvest is in May or early in June ; 
but as those crops are liable to frequent burstings anfl 
mildews, thev have turned their attention , more to. 
the culture of the vine, which they plant and nourish 
with infinite labour, even on the summits of their 
most rugged mountains. Their vintages are com- 
monly very plentiful. The best red wine of Cat** 

* Can the tyranny of despotism go further, can maa lubmjt 
to more ! 

VOL, XVIII. K 
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Ionia it made at Mataro, north of Barcelona? and 
tlie best white at Sitges/ between that city and Tar- 
ragona. 

There are mines of lead, iron, and coal, in the 
mountains, but they turn to poor account. The ma- 
nufactures are of more importance. Barcelona sup- 
plies Spain with most of the clothing and arms for the 
troops. This branch of business is carried on with so 
much expedition, that they can equip a battalion of 
six hundred men in a week. 

The gun-barrels of Barcelona are much esteemed, 
and sell for from four to twenty guineas. They are 
made out of the-old shoes of mules. 

The'ctevQtion of the Catalonians seems to be pretty 
much on a pap with that of their neighbours in the 
southern 'provinces of Prance; and is much less 
' ardent than; fteatet the capital."- But they are equally 
as superstitious as' the greatest 'devotees*.- On the 1st 
of November, the Eve of AW ioufe; they runabout 
from house to hoftse to eat chesmtfs ; • believing that, 
for every chesnut they swallow, with proper faith and 
unction, they shall liberate a *4rt from purgatory. 

The proceedings of the inquisition are growri very 
. mild. If any person leads a scandalous life; or allows 
his tongue unwarrantable liberties, he is sumrponed 
by the Holy Office, and admonished ; ami in case of 
non-amendment! he is^ committed to prison. ^ 

Ooce a year every person must answer at that tri- 
bunal, for the orthodoxy of his family; but foreign 
protestant houses. are. passed over unnoticed. By 
avoiding religious discussions, and conforming to a 
few insignificant ceremonies, a person-may live here 
in what manner he pleases. 

Mr. Swinburne left Barcelona on the 19&of No- 
vember, and they set forward for Valencia. The 
first day's joorney wag very short, and the roads were 
good. They stepped at Cipreret, a neat house, jn a 
wild mountainous country, with a few pines scattered 
about Here they saw, for the first time, a true 
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Spanish kitchen— a hearth raised above the level of 
the floor, under a wide funnel, where a circle of 
muleteers were huddled together over a few cinders. 

Next morning they passed a broad glen, or hallow, 
over which a road had been attempted on arches, but 
it failed. 4o the present state this pass is dangerous j 
sod farther on the road grows worse, in a large forest 
of pines, where the rocks and gullies almost render 
a carriage-way impracticable. 

The country at the foot of the mountains is fertile 
and populous. About Villa Franca de Fanades, the 
soil is remarkably light and easily cultivated. 

In the evening they passed by torch-tight under * 
Boman arch, and returned neat morning to examine 
it. This arch is almost entire, elegant in its pro- 
portions, and simple in its ornamente. The inscrip- 
tion is much defaced, but an ancient Spanish author 
reads it— Ex txstausnto L. LicumX. F. S#rojx 
Sua* coNSBefcAttfM* This Licinius was thrice) 
consul under Trajan,, and was famous fer fcU e*uaoi> 
dinary wealth. 

Next day was very delightful. The sun shone out 
in aU his splendor t the sea was smooth end oalm, anal 
the prospect incessantly varying as tbey advanced* 
sometimes along the rich level of the shore, and 
sometimes over gentle eminences. The little river 
Gaya distributee its waters in atone channels to aU 
parts of the valley, and gives vigour to its produc- 
tions. Here the tender okve sets are nursed up in 
long baskets, till they get out of the reach of goats 
and other enemies. 

As they descended the bill of Bara, Tarragona pre- 
sented itself to their view, and they turned off to the 
right into* wood of pines and shrubs, to visit a mo- 
nument, that tradition has named the Tomb of the 
Sctpios. Tbey were the father and uncle of Scipio 
Africanus, both killed in Spain. 

This building is about nineteen feet square, and 
twemy«eight high. In the front, lacing the sea, ere 
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two statues of warriors, in a mournful posture, roughly 
cut out of the stones of the sepulchre. The inscription 
js so much defaced, that it is impossible to make any 
sense of it. ' 

l They now Ascended the almost naked rocks of 
Tarragona," which produce nothing but the dwarf palm, 
or palmetto 1 . This plant grows to the height of one 
or two feet, and is not only valued for its fruit and 
the pith of its foots, bat '"also far its leaves, which 
rpake good brooms arid ropes, arid serve to fatteu 
" cattle." " . : . \ ' 

* * The ancient Ta'iraco is now dwindled away to a 
^ery trying cfty> "Many antiquities have been found 

' "herfe, 4 and are still to be seen in the town, and almost 
'all rourid the wrils. A Few vestiges- remain of the 
palace of Augustus," and of the great circus, an arch 
'or two of the amphitheatre; and some steps cut in 
'the folfcf'rockV still exist, overhanging "the sea. 

* The cathedral, dedicated t6 St. Thecla, is ill con- 
structed ; but the new chapel, dedicated to that saint, 
is a firte piece of architecture. The inside is cased 
yj\t\\ yeTlow and brown marbles', dug up in the very 
centre of the town, arid ornamented with white foliage 
and bas reliefs. 

From this day 'they descended into the Campo 
Tarragones, a plain about nine miles in diameter, one 
of the most fruitful and best cultivated spots in Eu- 
rope. Reu'3, which stands almost in itsr centre, has 
agents and factors from all the foreign houses at Bar- 
celona. 

This town d.iily increases in size and population. 
Wines and biandies are the staple commodities. Of 
the former, the best for drinking are produced on the 
hills belonging to the Carthusians ; those of the plain 

* are best adapted for burning, as it « called. The an- 
nual exports aret about twenty-thousand pipes of bran- 
dy. Five pipes of wine make one of strong spirit, and 
four make one of weak. 

•This branch of trade employs about one thousand 



stills in the whole Campo. The brandy U all carried 
m carts down to Salo, an open hot safe road, A*e 
miles off. Nate are likewise an ankle of eipottatiaQ, 
and upwards of sixty thousand bushels have been 
shipped off in one year. Every tbiqg here wean the 
face of business) 'but thU is at the e&penoe of the In- 
land villages, many of which are left almost destitute 
of inhabitants. 

Proceeding from Reus, where they net with the 
most gratifying civilities, their view was soon confined 
on every side by groves of locust ^nd olive trees, lill 
they entered the desert, near the sea«»shore, at a mined 
tower, called the Gasa Yerma. In the afternoon tb*y 
came to a rocky pass under the fort of Balaguer. 
Their evening journey lay among bleak unconSbrt- 
able hills, covered with low shrubs. 

The approach of night, and the danger of venturing 
in such broken ways in the dark, obliged them to stop 
at Venta del Platero, a hovel so superlatively wretched 
as to beggar all description. Pigs, mules, and hu- 
man beings, ail occupied the same floor. Ajpeol pf 
water, on the level with their apartment, made their 
doaths so damp* that next morning they might have 
beau wrung, however, such is the salubrity ;of the 
climate, that even this did net affect their health, 

As*QQ0;as it was light they departed, and found 
the waste grow more and more barren. The acclivity 
of the roads made travelling in carriages almost un- 
possible, nqr was riding pleasant. The tangents had 
swept «way the bridges and causeways ;aud washed 
the road to the very rock. 

In a few hours they .emerged from this .desetf, 
which is at least ten leagues long. A Jittle turn of the 
road brought tjbern <injright of the mouth of tbe£brp, 
which appears to waste itself before it reaches the sea, 
hy running through various channels in a flat track, 
which migut be converted into very fertile land. 

There are two good harbours .at the mouth of the 
river, which is navigable for vessels of Afty tons biff - 
&3 
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: den as high as Tortosa, and for small craft mnch higher. 
The waters of the Ebro, though muddy, are constantly 
drank without any ill effects, by the natives ; and, 
like the Nile, they h&ve a fertilizing quality, when ihe 
plains are inundated by them. 

' Just before our travellers entered Tortosa, they met 

* the bishop of that see, clad in the simple dress of the 
inferior clergy of that province. His lank black hair 

, was cut close to his ears, and covered by a great hat, 
1 squeezed out on each side into the form of a boat. 
The bishops in this country in general lead a very 
simple and exemplary life, laying out the greatest part 
of their income in charity and works of public utility. 
This, however, encourages indolence $ and is more 
praiseworthy in principle, than beneficial to the com- 
munity. The bishopric of Tortosa is worth thirty 
thousand dollars a year. 

Near this place they saw the liquorice- work of an 
Englishman, who employs one hundred hands in ga- 
thering the plant, and about fifteen at constant work 
in the mills. He pays a certain sum to the proprietors 
of those lands, for the privilege of collecting the 
liquorice-roots. About four huadred tons of root 
make fifty* of cake, which, in England, sells at about 
three pounds fifteen shillings per hundred weight. 

Tortosa is an ugly town on the declivity of a hill, 
north of the Ebro, over which there is a bridge of 
boats. Its commerce in silk and corn is now at a low 
ebb. They next traversed the rich vale of Garena, 
where the olive trees grow to a great size. Here the 
peasants wear the Valencian dress, which consists of a 
mons'trous slouched hat, cropt hair, a short brown 
jacket, white waistcoat and trowsers, stockings gar- 
tered below the knee, and pack -thread sandals. ' 
At the passage of the Senia, they entered the king- 

• dom of Valencia. After crossing a track of heath, 
they descended to the shore, which is beautifully 

' planted with olive, mulberry, fig, and locust trees. 
' They found a rich red soil, and vineyards neatly trim- 
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med. From this vicinity eight thousand pipes 'of a 
very strong, sweet, red wine are annually exported *to 
Holland, Germany, and other places. 

In this plain they suffer much for want of water ; 
and the vintage is frequently diminished by the exces- 
sive heats, which dry up all the springs, y^herever they 
can procure water from wells by means of a wheel 
turned by a mule, they have fine vegetables all. the 
year. They cut lucerne every week in spring; arid 
every fortnight in winter; and mix it with's.wget 
bran of the locust, as provender for their mules. "Hid 
is the only kind of flesh to be found here. v ** 

The peasants, on the adjacent mountains, live mtist 
part of the year on the roasted acorns of the ever-green " 
oak, a food which is really very savbury and palafnbfc, 
but not very nourishing. Even the proprietors \>f 
vineyards live in a very poor style. : 

From Benicarlo they had much stoney mad. alter- 
nately skirting the shore, or climbing up' wild rocky 
hiils. Few vales surpass that of Margal in beauty. 
The sea forms a picturesque bay before it, and me 
mountains run behind in a vast semicircle. 

The moment they entered the petty kingdom, of 
Valencia, they began to feel a sensible change in the 
climate : the days were disagreeably hot, though it 
was new tne end of November, and the nights soft 
and mild, like the summer evenings in England. 

The prospects along the calm Mediterranean are 
most enchanting. Creeks, promontories, towers, 
green woody vales, and rocks impending over them, 
are the constant scenes that present themselves in pleas- 
ing variety and succession. 

In travellmgthrough this country, for several nights, 
they heard the people singing doleful ditties under their 
windows to the sound of a guitar, which they struck 
without any idea of music, but merely as an accom- 
paniment. 

They were now approaching to Valencia,, nnd from 
an eminence had a noble view of the valley of Al- 
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mcom, a kind of land bay, surrounded by lofty month- 
taUu, and adorned by six pretty towns, rising out of 
the boiom of a forest of dark and light green*, cbarro- 

ajly tinted. The low range of turrets on the hill of 
urviedro, once Saguntum, jats out towards the sea, 
from the chain of mountains that separates the vate of 
Jjmenara from that of Valencia. 

At Murvtedro they stopped to view the rains 
*f that once celebrated city. The present town is 
Very inconsiderable, <and teems to stand upon the same 
pound as the ancient Roman city y but in all probabi- 
jfey, the Saguntum that was destroyed by Hannibal 
Vit batk oo the summit of the hill. 

Half way up the rock are the ruins of the theatre, 
in sufficient preservation to give a tolerable idea of its 
fUtent and distribution. It is an exact semicircle, 
about eighty-two .yards diameter; the length of the 
orchestra being twenty-four yards. The seats of the 
todience, the staircases, and passages of communica- 
tion, the vomttoriq, and arched porticos are strll<easy 
to be traced. The back part rests against the hill -, 
gad some of the galleries are cut out of the rock. 

JUtbesnectators faced the north anil east,, and were 
aheltered trota the west and south, nothing could be 
more agreeable in this climate than such ,a situation; 
open to every pleasant and salubrious hreeTePand de- 
fended from all winds that might bring with them heat 
or noxious vapours. It is computed that nine thousand 
persons could conveniently he seated in this theatre. 

From this fine remain of antiquity, which might 
have been more intire, had not the barbarous inhabit- 
ants wrenched off the facing stones to build their con- 
Vents with, Mr. Swinburne and his companions 
climbed up to the summit of the mountain,, a narrow 
ridge covered with Moorish bulwarks.. Afew uninter- 
esting inscriptions, two mutilated statues, and some 
Roman arches, thrown over a large cistern, weseall 
the antiquities they saw. 
The fortifications divide the hill into several courts 
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with double and* treble walls, -erected on huge massed 
of rock, laid in 'regular courses by the* Romans.' Ove'P 
these are placed the Moorish works, which are per** 
fectly characteristic of the military architecture of that 
nation. • . • . 

The landscape from hence was beautiful and gtarrfi 
beyond all descriptions ; ancf h is Irrffjossfble fbr ariy p&h 
to give the least adequate' 7dea of if, '*' Valencia; Mlb 
all its' spires, about twelve J rh^e^ bJ^Vw^distifictiJ- 
discerned ; binf <the- vdrTecT s^eriety' lfe& remote wjk5 
sufficient toarrest-the e^e" hf wonder atid' deficit. **T 

From this place to VafencWls one'p^fectg^MeH) 
so thick of trees; that fhe v*iew is* 1 c^riflnecf * to* urea£ o$~ 
jects^ Villages and' monasteries pre&nfc'4tierri selves 
every hundred yards,' * a^* the v foaaV~ were cfbwtfeti 
with multitudes of people. "All 4 trrc£roa'rid* are <fl- 
vided into small compartment* b^ water -cfiatohels, the 
work of the "Moors 5 but the present JrmAbitants,- le*s 
skilful in agriculture', orless^ihattetrious, have suf- 
fered many of them to fait into decay. *-*•'*! 

Valencia is situated in such a dead and woody flat, 
that they were in the suburbs before 4hey thotrght'bf 
it. The morning after their arrival, they watted 6n 
the old intendant of the province, with' a letter iof 
introduction from his confrere of Catalonia. 

The "bid gentleman received their letter very un- 
graciously, and flung it on the table, without saying a 
word, or evert offering them a seat. Having waited 
for some time, they began to look at each other, and 
to smile at their reception. On this, the intendant 
looking up, asked if they were not Catalonians. No, 
replied Mr. Swinburne, we are Englishmen on our 
travels. Oh, oh I said he, you come from a better 
country. Can I be of any service to you ? 

They told him, the only favour they wanted was a 
protection from being pestered by the customhouse 
officers. He now assumed a very civil carriage ; but 
bis general behaviour was arbitrary, cruel, and avarU 



tioo* ip the extreme j and pur travellers beard, many 
stories to bis disadvantage, among tbe Vajenctans, 
which proves that be is neither loved nor esteemed- 

Tbe climate here is mik} and pleasant, bat there is 
something faint and enervating in the air. fevery eata- 
l^fe is insipid: the greens* wine* and meat, sees* the 
artificial forced ^reductions of coatimtaj waterings and 
hot-beds. Here a man may labour for an boor at a 
jseoeof mutton, ind when henas tired his jaws, find 
gat he has only been chewing tbe idea of a dinner. 
The meat, as soon as it is eat into, yields abundance 
q/gmvy j ^od nothing Remains bat a tneee withered 
caput raortuum., Vefetables^ with the finest outward 
*hew imaginable, take of nothing hot water. 
. Even the yalencians themselves seem affected in 
the same manner : they are larga hnilWpersonable 
Jookipg men, but flabby; and inanimate. lW women 
jure are subject to jealous masters, who will neither 
irost jthem abroad, nor deign to let them sit at the 
same table. The wivej* of farmers stand at their 
Jwaband*' elbow, and wait noon Xheas. 
. The inhabitants, indeed* of this provinee, am stig- 
anatised by their neighbour with many epprpbriou* 
appellations, dictated, as charity weald incline one te 
hope, by the rancour of national prejudice. They are, 
.however, allowed to be more sullen and unpolished, 
to have adopted less of tbe spirit of eivSi^ation than 
most other parts of Spain. They strut all day in 
redlqillasj or nets, monstrous hats, and dark brown 
cloaks, which give the crowds in the streets the appear- 
ance of a funeral procession. 

Scarcely any society is kept up among them, though 
the salubrity of the climate, and reasons of ceooaoroy 
induce several considerable families to make this city 
ihe place of their abode. Their chief expence lies 
siot in conviviality and society, but in servants, moles, 
and equipages : and frequently in low and disgraceful 
amours. 

Valencia Is large and almost circular. Its walls are 
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lofty, and some of their original testers remain; 
Several large clumsy bridge* crest the channel of the 
Guadaviar j but, etcept in rainy seasons, fts bed » al- 
most dry. 

Use captain general resides ih the suburbs, m aft 
urjcotithf Gothic pakce, at the entrance oftbe Alameda^ 
a long dotfbie avenue ef p^ar*,cypressei, and pake** 
where the nobility take thS afrtn coaches etf fettfoe 
occasions. About a liiHS befbw, is the port of Valen- 
cia, which, properly speaking, ti an ope© road,' the 
mole bav^ been 4 wept aw»y by a violent *t6rm?_ * 

Single hoia* chairs are touch m use here-,* anil 
are to be let at all hours at the jgates. • This vefa£ 
cle is very uneasy ; but the horses are excellent, and 
ran along like ligbtnfng. Oar travellers having 
occaaksi one day to hire a coach, the stable-boy at 
their inn offered his services to procure onef anditi 
fifteen minutes brought a coach to the door, and *our 
fine mules, with two postilions and a lackey, alhln 
flaming liveries. They afterwards found that this 
equipage belonged to a countess j andthet the uo&lity 
make noaefupie of letting out their carriages, pro- 
bably for the benefit of the serranty, when they' do not 
want them themselves. 

The streets of this city 9ft crooked and narrow j 
and being destitute ofpat«w;arre ftitt of dust it* drr 
weather, and in wet, deep in mud. They even pleaa 
advantaeefrom this, as it makes manure more ptenty. 
Thus idleness and sloyenltnesawiU ne^er want an ex- 
cuse. 

The houses are little more attractive than the streets. 
Moat of the churches are tawdry, and loaded with 
barbarous ornaments, both within and without. In 
the rnultitude, however, of saered edifices, some may 
fee found that excel in particular pasts -, but scarcely, 
one that deserves commendation on the whole, for 
elegance or symmetry. 

Some of the churches have domes, but the greater 
part tall slender turret*, painted and bedecked with aH 
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sorts of pilasters and whimsical devices. Every thing, 
. indeed, is gilt and bedaubed with incredible profusion. 
The. cathedral js a large Gothic pile; and its arch- 
bishopric, one of the best in Spain, is said to be worth 
forty thousand pounds a year. The revenues of 
Toledo are still greater, but tbey are more precarious, 
^ndrnore expensive in collecting. The last and present 
ercfcbisbops of Valencia were the sons of peasants; 
Jtnd the ruling passion of both seems to have been 
iCpiivent-buiUing. 

Priests, nuns, and friars of every denomination and 
(dress, swarm in this city ; where some convents cen- 
tal*, more than one hundred monks, all richly provided 
for. , 

The lonja, or exchange, is a very noble Gothic hall, 
sbuilt about the fifteenth century, with all the beauty 
£nd richness which that style is susceptible of. Some 
'ftther civil buildings are not inelegant nor incommo- 
dious for their destination. 

Tl)is,city and kingdom has undergone many revo- 
lutions, and. has fallen under various masters of dif- 
ferent nations. At last it was taken from the Moors 
by James I. king of Arragon in 1238, and for ever an- 
nexed to that crown, the fate of which it has since 
fallowed in all its revolutions. . 

The population of Valencia is computed at one 
hundred thousand, and that of the whole kingdom at 
seven, hundred and sixteen thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-four souls, resident in five hundred and 
seventy towns and villages. The manufactures of 
silk are the chief cause of a number of inhabitants, 
which, if compared with. other* provinces of Spain, 
may be reckoned very considerable. 

Government has prohibited the exportation of raw 
silk from this province, in order to lay in a stock that 
.may keep the manufacturers constantly employed in 
bad years; for it has sometimes happened, that half 
the workmen have been thrown out. of bread, for 
want of materials. 
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The great Rurseries of mulberry plants in this plain 
are produced from seed, obtained by rubbing a rope of 
esparto over beeps of ripe mulberries, and then bury- 
ing it two inches onder the ground. A9 the young 
plants com* up, they are drawn and transplanted. 
The trees* which are all of the white kind, are after- 
waris set out In rows, and pruned every second year. 

Ffuit, hemp, wine, and cotton, are likewise pro- 
duced in the utmost abundance in Valencia; atid 
form some of the grand articles of exportation. But 
notwithstanding all this plenty, the peasantry can 
with difficulty procure food t« keep their families 
from starving. 

In the beginning of December, they left Valencia; 
and travelled the> first day through 4 plain, as fertile 
at nature and frequent Watering ctth render 1 it. 

Before they arrived at Alziraj ft large town in an 
island of the Xucar, they crossed an extensive track of 
land astonishingly fertile* The peas 3nd beans in the 
fields were very high, and in full blow. They were 
ttopped several times by long droves of mules, carry- 
ing corn to Valencia, the conductors of which #ere 
ill-looking fellows, clothed in leather. 

In the afternoon, at the entrance of a more moun- 
tainous country, they came to the rice -grounds, now 
in stubble. The rtee of Valencia is more yellow than 
that of the Levant j but reckoned more nutritive, and 
capable of being: longer kept. ; 

They toy at. Jtativa, formerly a strong fortress, but 
being destroyed by Philip V. was rebuilt under the 
natn« of Sari Felipe. That monster, Borgia, afterwards 
Pope Alexander VI. wa9 ft native of this town. 

Their route from this town lay up winding vales, be- 
tweed ridges of high bleak mountains. Olive planta- 
tions, p^ne forests, and bare chalky hills now saluted 
their tiew. 

Ne*t morning,, the frost Was very sharp on the high 
bare hills, where there is much cerri land, but nd 
trees/ The farm-houses are soattferttl about iri that 
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track pretty much as they are in the open parts of 
England. 

On entering Villena, they were struck with the 
dress of* the inhabitants, A brown montero-cap, 
jacket, and breeches* with a yellow waistcoat, being 
the usual uniform, pot them in mind ofSancho Pan$a; 
particularly as they were in that corner of the country 
from which the inimitable Cervantes drew his pic- 
tures. 

The castle of Villena is large and well situated, and 
has once been strong. The whole confines of Valencia 
and Castille are full of ruined towers, a mark of the 
misery arising from small contiguous kingdoms, 
which nature intended to be united. 
. Soon after* they found the style of salutation quite 
changed. Instead of " God keep your worship," the 
peasants here bejgan to bawl out, at 1 some distance, 
*< Ave Maria punssima," to which it is necessary to 
return, " Sin pecado concebida,'* or, « Deo gratias." 

They reached Alicant very early in the morning of 
the 8th of December, and took up their lodgings at 
an inn that overhangs the sea, where the waves beat 
against their walls under their windows, and the whole 
road and harbour lay beautifully stretched out before 
them. 

Our travellers soon experienced the usual politeness 
of their countrymen, resident in this town. The Bri- 
tish factory consists of rive houses $ and the style of 
living in it was more elegant than they expected to 
find out of the capital. 

But, hospitably as they were treated here, our au- 
thor says he cannot praise the place itself: it has 
neither' buildings nor streets that can recommend it 
to distinction. The houses are solid, with flat roofs, 
covered with cement j and every thing looks so white 
that it tires the eye. The dust flies about in whirl- 
winds in fine weather, and when it nuns, it requires 
boots to walk the streets in. 

In the hot months this place is a rery furnace; bat 
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in winter it is impossible not to be delighted with the 
climate,, and the beauties the situation of the port of 
Aiicant affords. It stands on the middle of a narrow 
neck of land, that stretches out into the sea in a serais- 
circular form. A rocky mountain rises directly be* 
hind the town, on the summit of which stands the 
castle, fortified in the modern style. 

Behind the castle-hill is a plain, some leagues in 
circumference, and the gardens of Aiicant lie along 
the sea-shore, surrounded on three sides by very lofty 
mountains. In this vale the fine Aiicant and tent . 
wines are made. 

Water is the great agent, the primum mobile of all 
productions in this country. Every thing languishes', 
and fe soon parched up without an ample supply of it. 
Abundance of rain secures both a plentiful harvest 
and a copious vintage. Whenever a spring is dis- 
covered, the king's officersseize on it, and allot to each 
landholder a proper hour for lettiug it flow on his 
grounds. 

The English factory here imports all sorts of bale 
goods, corn, and Newfoundland cod* The articles ot 
exportation are wine and barilla. This last grows 
in great quantities along the coast, especially near 
Carthagena. » 

The opera here is performed in the Italian taste, 
but has few attractions. Our author says, they were 
very near being deprived of the pleasure of seeing it; 
such as it was, by the superstition of the clergy, who 
attributed the long continuance of drought to that 
ungodly entertainment; but, luckily for the poor 
performers, a smart shower fell just as the interdiction 
was publishing, and the continuance of rain all the 
next day made the priests in a better humour. - 

They left Aiicant on the 12th of December, and 
halted first at Elche, a large town built on the skirts 
of a wood of palm trees, very old and stately. The 
country round this town has a very cheerful aspect; 
and is sufficiently, fertile from die abundance and 
jx>2 
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judicious- distribution of tfie water. Near this place 
are avenues, planted with the JVru pepper tree, or 
schinus molle, loaded with branches of a handsome 
rose-coloured fruit. 

From hence tjiey proceeded up the vale of Murcia, 
so justly celebrated for the variety and ridmess of its 
culture. Though it was then the heajt at" winter, tbe 
general appearance of i his celebrated spot was a bright 
green, arising from the young coru, the rlax, lucerne, 
pulse, and orange graves. 

The city of $Jurcia is neither lavge nor handsome. 
The Segura, a muddy river, divides it in two, and, 
though it dpes not contribute much to tbe enabehish- 
ment of the town. It assists to fertilise tbe plain. 
Hundreds of d\ains convey its waters jsjo i tb^ inclo- 
fuires 3 a.nd in spi^e of the effects of a, sc<ircbua& sun, 
they preserve tj^e vegetable system ftesfe a&d a^ccu- 
jent. 

The cathedral is 4 large massive pile, ?oc| is re- 
markable for its spire, to the top of which it is pos- 
sible to ride, ^roin this elevation is a foil viqw of the 
town and cotuitry, The names and banners of the 
Jew* that have been burnt in, this town by the inqui- 
sition, are hung up \a the church UK© *? Jpaaoy tro- 
phies won in the day of battle. 

From Murcia r tbey struck directly across tjhe vale, 
into the chain of mountains on tbe soitfh of tjpe town j 
and after passing the night; at a most pitiful, yonta, 
(hey arrived earjy next day at Cartagena,, where fhey 
too}c up their lodgings at the Golden Eagle, tbe best 
Ipoqse of entertainment they had found in Spaiu. 
. By means pf a letter, from Barcelona, our author 
and his friends procured, perm is skua to visit the docks 
and magazines of this, port, the most considerable in 
fbe Spanish dominions. 

. t The arsenal is a square building, south-west of the 
town. Forty pieces of cannon defend its approach 
ftqm»ihe sea ; but on the. land side it is without de- 
|tace. They saw w]y one seventy-gun ship ou tk$ 
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stocks, and a rotten hulk heaved down to be repaired, ■ 
Behind the wet-dock was a long range of' magazines 
for stoYes, which did not appear very well rilled, 
though the Spaniards pretended the contrary. In* 
deed*, they seemed uneasy and jealous of our travel- 
lers 5 who found it difficult to persuade them, that 
they had no sinister views in' their expedition. 

The ships are heaved down in dock, which must be 
kept clear of water by the constant use of several fir* 
engines, aad the great pump, which is plied without 
intermission by Spanish criminals and Barbary slaves. 
Of the former they have eight .hundred, and of the lat- 
ter six hundred. Most of these wretches are kept 
to the bard labour of pumping sixteen hours oat of the 
twenty-four ; and in the summer season, scarce a day 
passes that some of them do not drop down dead at 
their work. Their despair is sometimes so outra- 
geous, that if they can get! within reach of a weapon, 
tbey plunge it in their own breast, or in that of an as- 
sociate, merely to be put to death themselves. 

It is impossible to see those miserable beings with- 
out commiseration, yet the atrociousness of their 
crimes, perhaps, have deserved' all they endure. The 
severity, however, exercised dver the Moorish cap- 
tives makes reason and humanity revolt. Retaliation 
will not be a sufficient plea in justification of Christians. 

The port of Carthagena is in the figure of a heart, 
and is naturally very complete. The island of Es- 
combrera blocks up the entrance, and shelters it from 
the violence of the wind and waves. High bare moun- 
tains rise very steep from the water-edge, on the east 
and west. On the north, a narrow long ridge of hills, 
on which the city stands, shuts out the view of the in- 
]and ( coontry. 

Our travellers, accompanied by some friends, rowed' 
round this delightful harbour, and examined its diffe- 
rent parts and stations. They found two frigates and 
four chebecs lying here. Just as they were passing the 
commodore, a signal was made for weighing anchor, and 
1,3 
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getting und^r sail. As our countrymen- were desirous 
o(. "learning a little of Spanish seamanship, they re- 
queued their steersman to lie upon hjs oars, and remain 
alongside, that the j might see the men of war move 
oi;t. The old sailor heartily laughed at their request, 
telling tbenxthqy were -not at Portsmouth ; and hade his 
men row away, as he was. sure none of the vessels 
wpjwld be ready to- depart ti>$ three days at least, and 
tha/i the signal was merely in compliance with the let- 
ter of their orders. 

Cartbagena b large, but has, very few good streets, 
and still fewer grand or ren^rkable buildings. The 
hospital is a large square,, round two courts, three sto- 
rks high towards the sea, and two towards the laud* 
The style of architecture and the plan are good. 
. Farther east, , is a small clturch, erected in honour 
of St. James, the patron, of Spain, who is piously be- 
lieved to ha,ve. landed here, when he came from Pales- 
tine, to convert this country to Christianity. 

As the principal crops of barilla, are produced in 
this vicinity, Mr. Swinburne was at some trouble to 
obtain information, respecting such a valuable vege- 
table. He found tha£ $ere were four plants of this 
genius, whichj in the-eaily part of their growth, bear 
a 4 strong resemblance .to each^ other. These are, to 
use the Spanish distinctions, barilla, gazul, or algazul, 
soza, and saiicorni, or saljcor. They are all \mrnt to 
ashes ; but applied to different purposes, as being pos- 
sessed of different qualities. 

Barilla is sown fresh every year, and rises to the 
height of about four inches. Ga^ul l& sawn bat once 
in three, four, or five years,, according to the soU» and 
does not exceed half the height of barilla; so&a Ttf9* 
to treble the size of barilla, and retains a bright, green 
polour to the h}s|, Salicor, from the first* grows up- 
right, and much resembles,*, bush of young rosemary; 
its natural spilia on the decjfrritiea of hills,, ando^ar 
salt marshes. 

Jh^illacontamslesssalU tba^ pothers ^ q&wkw 
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burnt it runs into a mass resembling a spongy stone, 
wit b a feint cast of blue. 

All these ashes contain a strong aloali j but barilla 
the best and purest. Oft this principle it is the fittest 
for making glass and bleachieg linen; the others are 
used in making soap, for they would burn linen * < 

The method used in making barilla it the same as 
what ib followed in the north of England in burning 
kelp. An acre will yield about a ton ; consequently 
the crop is very valuable. 

Not far from Carthagena is a place called Almaza- 
roa, where they gather a fine red earth, called ahna- 
gra, used for polishing mirrors,, and likewise for giving 
tobacco that colour and softness which constitute- the 
principal merit of Spanish snuff. 

On the 19th of December, they left Carthagena, 
and for two days travelled up the plain, till the two 
ridges' of mountains, that formed its boundaries, united 
at its head. 

Proceeding through a. country, extremely varied, 
and, in general, little attractive, or presenting any in- 
teresting objects, they arrived at IsnaUos on the 24th. 
This is a dismal ruinous village with mud walls $ not 
the roads had been so bad, and their, journey so long- 
continued* that any place was agreeable where they 
conld repose. 

Next moping they proceeded down a. valley, and 
sooq came in sight of the plaid and city of Grenada, 
beautifo), even in its brumal, robes, .beyond expression*. 

Grenada, is a place tf. great antiquity, 9od. has triet*/ 
much celebrated in history, both Buwoeaaamd orient 
Ul, It was the beautiful ajpdr fevoucod. itetrapriis ok 
a Moorish* kingdom of the same jmbiq» wj*cb snb-c 
sji^8«¥ei)hujwlredand.eigbly-t^ry^i». . 

J^rdinandqf CtstiUft».afteKa 1^ month* blockade 
of the capita^ obliged the Moorish king, Ab#«wbdou«. 
labk toiauweoder ; and the; conqueror, with bfe queen 
IsaMfe* nttdt* tbek triumphal entry- into Gra* da on 
tW^iof JanjMiyi, 1494. The WfaQriah^dnoe* **b* 
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was conducting to the place appointed for his residence, 
stopped on the hill of Padul, to take a last view of his 
beloved Grenada, The sight of this, which renewed 
his most tender recollections, overcame his resolution; 
he burst into tears, and in the anguish of his soul, 
broke out into the roost bitter exclamations against 
the severity of his fate. 

Such Moorish families as remained in Grenada, af- 
ter the dissolution of the monarchy, were continually 
molested by zealous priests and bigot ted princes. The 
Spanish clergy, not at all satisfied in the external show 
of their conversion to Christianity, were eager to dis- 
cern the sincere from the pretended ; and therefore 
•set spies over them %o watch their minutest actions, 
that they might be furnished with grounds of accusa- 
tion. 

Irritated at last beyond endurance, the Mbriscos 
formed a grand conspiracy against their tyrants, in 
1568, but after an insurrection of two years, they 
were at last reduced by the Spaniards, and dispersed 
all over the kingdom ; while the rabble of the two 
Cast ill es were sent to occupy their lands. 

In l6l0, Phillip 111. issued an edict, commanding 
every person of Moorish extraction, without excep- 
tion, to retire out of Spain. This rigorous and extraordi- 
nary order was apparently punctually obeyed ; never- 
theless, in 1726, the inquisition ferreted out and drove 
into banishment some considerable remains of that un- 
fortunate race $ and it is very . probable they are not 
wholly extinct now, though experience and adversity 
have taught them the caution of concealment. In- 
deed, our author says, that a village in the mountains 
up the Daro is almost wholly composed of the de- 
scendants of Moors, who are easily distinguished from 
the Castillians by their round plutttp faces, small bright 
eyes, little nose, and projecting under-jaw. 

The glories of Grenada have passed away With all 
its old inhabitants ; its streets are choked with : filth ; 
its aqueducts^ crumbled to dust $ its woods destroyed) 
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its territory depopulated; its trade lost j in short, every 
thing, except the church and the law, is in a most de- 
plorable situation. 

Cut enough of the Alhambra still remains to shew 
the magnificence of the ancient kings of Grenada. 
This fortress and residence of the Mahometan v roo- 
narchs of* that country derives its name from the, red 
colour of the materials of which it is originally built— 
alhafnbra signifying a red house. Most of the sove- 
reigns took a delight in adding new buildings to the 
old towers, now called Torres de la Campana, or in 
embellishing what had been erected by their predeces- 
sors. 

The pleasantness of the situation and the purity of 
the air, induced the emperor Charles V. to begin a 
magnificent edifice on the ruins of the offices of the 
old palace, probably for his usual residence; but his 
volatiJe temper, and the multiplicity of his avocations, 
made him give up all thoughts of Grenada, long before 
be had finished the plan; * 

The Alhambra stands between two rivers on a very 
high hill, that projects into the plain, and overlooks 
the city. Tbe entrance from Grenada is by a mas- 
sive gate, which conducts into the outward inclosure 
of the palace. An avenue of elms commences here, 
which soon increases to a wood, intersected by walks, 
and little streams almost choked up, A large foun- 
tain adorns the platform near the top of the hill. 

A divertide to the left leads from this spot, under 
the walls of the inner inclosure. Its appearance is 
that of an ancient town exhibiting a long range of 
high embattled walls, interrupted at regular distances 
by large, lofty, square towers. These nave one or 
two arched windows, near the top, and a precipitate 
slope from the bottom into adry ditch. The whole is 
built with round irregular pebbles, mixed with ce- 
ment and gravel. 

The principal entrance into the castle is by a square 
tower, anciently called the Gate of Judgment, be* 
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cause justice used to be administered here in a sum- 
mary manner. 

As this gate is never used for carriages, the passage 
winds through several turns, full of images, indul- 
gences, and altars, before the visitor reaches a narrow 
street, between a row of mean barracks on the right, 
and the castle wall on the left, supposed to have been 
built by the Phoenicians. 

This lane ends in the great square, or Plaza de los 
Algibes, so named from the ancient cisterns that un- 
dermine it from one end to the other, and are con- 
stantly fed by a supply of running water. The pros- 
pect from the parapet wall is wonderfully grand. 

On the brow of the hill, overhanging the city, stand 
the Towers of the Bell, a group of high square build- 
ings, now converted into prisons. Below them is the 
governor's garden, a very pleasant walk, lined 
with pine, orange, and cypress trees, and myrtle 
hedges. 

On the right hand of the Plaza de los Algibes is s 
gateway, erected by Charles V. to conduct to the su- 
perb palace he designed, which stands facing the 
Torres de la Campana. This edifice is a perfect 
square, of two hundred Spanish feet : it has two or- 
ders of pilasters, Doric and Ionic, on a rustic base. 

Three of the fronts are open) the fourth, or nor- 
thern, is connected with the ancient palace of the 
Moorish kings. The plan of Charles V. was never 
completed ; but, from the progress made, enough is 
•hewn to excite the regret of every admirer of archi- 
tectural beauty, that it had not proceeded farther. 
The architect, who was a Spaniard, has displayed a 
transcendent genius, grandeur of style, and elegance 
and chastity of design. 

The Moorish palace, on the north, is a huge assem- 
blage of buildings, without any apparent design. Th* 
walls are entirely destitute of ornament, and arecon> 
posed of pebbles and gravel, plastered over very inar- 
tificially j yet, within it possesses beauties almost un- 
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rivalled. The first court contains the common baths, 
which are uncommonly rich and elegant. The ceil- 
ings and walls are incrusted with fret work in stucco. 
In every division are Arabic sentences of different 
lengths, most of them expressive of the following 
meaning: " There is no conqueror but Qod;" or, 
" Obedience and honour to our lord Abouaboulab." 
The ceilings are gilt or painted, and, though constantly 
exposed to the air, time has caused no diminution in 
the freshness of their colours. 

Opposite to the door of the Communa, is an en- 
trance into the apartment of the Lions, an oblong 
court one hundred feet long and fifty broad, environed 
with a colonnade. The area is paved with coloured 
tiles ; the colonnade with white marble. The walla 
are covered five feet up with chequered tiles of blu* 
and white. Above and below is a border of small es- 
cutcheons with the Arabic motto, " No conqueror but 
God." The columns thal»support the roof andjgallery 
are of white marble, very slender, and fantastically 
adorned. They are nine feet high, and eight inches 
and a half in diameter. The ceiling is executed in 
stucco, with inimitable delicacy and beauty. 

In the centre of the court are twelve ill-designed 
lions, from the mouths of which issued streams of 
water, afterwards received into a large reservoir, 
where it communicated by channels with the jet 
d'eaus in the apartments* This fountain is of white 
marble, and embellished with many festoons and Ara- 
bic distichs. 

Passing along the colonnade, oh the south is a cir- 
cular room, .with a light and elegant cupola, painted 
and designed in the most exquisite taste. Every thing 
in this apartment inspires the most pleasing and vo* 
luptuous ideas. 

Beyond this are two rooms 'supposed to have been: 
tribunals, or audience chambers. In the ceiling are 
three historical paintings, executed with much force 
of colouring, but harsh and stiff. 
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Opposite to the Sala de los Abencerrages is the en- 
trance into the Torre de las dog Hermanas, or the 
Tower of the Two Sisters ; so named from two very 
very beautiful pieces of marble, laid in the pavement. 
This gate exceeds all the rest in beauty of prospect, 
and in prolusion of ornaments. It commands a view 
of a range of apartments, where a multitude of arches 
terminate in a large window open to the country. In 
a gleam of sunshine, jhe variety of tints and lights 
thrown on this enfilade, are uncommonly rich: Some 
of the apartments in themselves are highly attractive, 
but no description can convey an adequate idea of 
them. 

Having completed the tour of the upper apartments, 
they descended* to the lower floor, which originally 
consisted of bed chambers, and summer rooms. The 
back stairs and passages, that facilitated the intercourse 
between them, are without number. The most re- 
markable apartment in this suite is the royal bed room. 
The beds are placed in two alcoves, upon a raised 
pavement of white and blue tiles. A fountain played 
in the middle, to refresh the air in hot weather. Be- 
hind the alcoves are two doors that led to the royal 
baths which are of marble. 

Hard by ii a whispering-gallery, and a kind of la- 
byrinth. Under the council room is a long slip, call- 
ed the king's study,- and adjoining to it are vaults, the 
place pf sepulchre for the royal line. 

It ii impossible to view this palace without being 
struck with a sense of its perfect adaptation for volup- 
tuous retirfement. No wonder the Moor* regretted 
the loss of Grenada) no wonder they still prefer their 
weekly prayers for the recovery of this dtjr, which 
Uiey deem a terrestial paradise. 

The Alameda, along the banks of the Xeail, is t 
most delightful walk for the inhabitants of Grenada. 
The hills sise boldly to back the avenue with orange 
graves, cypres* alleys, and clusters of hotwes, grouped 
upon the waving line of its aides and summits. Be* 
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yond the river is another promenade, or drive, for the 
Grenadine* 

The more distant parts of the hills are rather bare, 
and hollowed out into caverns, by the ancient inha- 
bitants of the country, and still occupied by a tawny, 
ill-favoured tribe. 

The environs of the town are still charming. It is 
universally affirmed, that Grenada is a delicious resi- 
dence even in summer $ and nothing, Mr. Swinburne 
says, could be more agreeable than the mild sunny 
afternoons they enjoyed here, though it was Christ- 



The women dress in black veils and black silk pet- 
ticoats. They are much handsomer than the ladies in 
the other parts of Spain, that had fallen under our 
traveller's view* The surprizing purity of the air pro- 
bably contributes to the freshness of their complex- 
ions, abd the vivacity of their manner. 

lie walla and gates of the town are mostly demo- 
lished. Most of the streets are narrow and dirty. The 
KamVla is a very broad long street, leading to the 
great walk. A lofty church and some public edifices 
give this Street an*ir of grandeur, not common in a 
Spanish city. . »" 

There is scarcely a house in Grenada that has not 
over its door, id large red characters, Ave Maria pu- 
rissim&sin pecado conceb&da. The immaculate con- 
ception is a favourite doctrine of the Franciscans, the 
pmvaUing party : the Dominicans', on the other hand, 
are their great antagonists. . 

The market-place k spacious, but tbe buildings are 
ill constructed. They am generally Moorish, and* 
froaa top to bottosv nothing is. to be seen but. rows of 
large windows, divided by narrow brick pilasters* 
The regulations of the market are very ttrfctj but 
extremely serviceable to. the interests of the peon 
No person is allowed to carry. home hUineat till it 
has beam weighed befeee a sitting committee of ana* 
gistratea. . . . • k - ... ' . * « - 

VOL. XVIII. M 
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One of our countrymen's servants, from ignorance 
of this regulation, was hurried to jail. An alguazil 
coming up behind him, seised on his catering basket ; 
and was immediately saluted by a violent blow on the 
chaps with a shoulder of mutton, which brought the 
Spauiard to the ground. The hero was then march- 
ing off in triumph, but he was soon overtaken by a de- 
tachment of alguazils, and committed to custody j 
from which, however, he was liberated, on submission 
and proper application. 

The outside* of the churches are painted ia a thea- 
trical taste, and their insides set off with a profusion 
of marbles, brought from the neighbouring moun- 
tains. The dark green, from Siena Nevada, is tit? 
mpst valued. 

The cathedral, which in point of architecture 
stands very high in the opinion of the Grenadines, is 
an assemblage of three churches. The first is a clumsy 
parish church, the. second a large chapel erected by 
Ferdinand, at the sera when the arts were in the most 
unflourishing state. Both within and without, this 
chapel is encumbered with the weight of its own ill* 
proportioned ornaments. Ferdinand and Isabella re- 
pose before the altar, under a large noble monument, 
replete with figures and grotesques, not badly exe- 
cuted, considering the short time that elapsed be- 
tween their execution and tha building of the 
chapel. 

. Adjoining, on a similar tomb, are stretched out the 
effigies of their son-in-law, Philip the Fair of Austria, 
and of Joan their daughter. Over the great door is 
the emblem of the united monarchies— a bundle of 
arrows tied together, and clutched m the talons of an 
eagle. 

From the chapel is the entrance into the main 
church, not yet finished, though it was begun in the 
rel&n of Charles V. It has the advantage of being 
web 1 lighted; but the architect, by essaying every 
order, lias combined and disposed of them in such a 
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heavy and confused manner, that they produce none 
of that grand effeqfc which results from the well-pro- 
portioned parts of a whole, when placed in harmony 
with each other. 

The church of St. John of God is richly orna- 
mented, and so are many others in Grenada j but few 
of them are in a chaste style of architecture. 

The amphitheatre for bull feasts is of stone, and 
passes for one of the most magnificent in Spain. 

•The courts here draw a swarm of lawyers, who 
absorb the riches, and are the only people that live in 
any degree of luxury or affluence. Commerce is very 
feebly carried on, without encouragement cr protec- 
tion ; and population gradually decreases. 

The whole city does not contain more than fifty 
thousand souls, of which number, not more than 
eighteen thousand are productive hands ; the rest are 
lawyers, ecclesiastics, children, and beggars. 

The play-house differs in some respects from most 
others in Spain. The men occupy all the ground 
floor ; and the women are seated high up in a kind of , 
crazy gallery. The fire of the flint and steel was so 
frequent among the men, who were preparing to 
smoke, that it looked like soldiers going through their 
exercise. One day a farce was exhibited, which was 
all metamorphoses, a continual change of clothes and 
character. At last out came a Capuchin friar, mounted 
on an ass, who, after many grimaces and buffoon- 
eries, coupled the other performers in the bands of 
wedlock. 

On the 2d of January, 1776, our travellers set out 
from Grenada by the way of Vega, passing chiefly 
through arable lands, without either Vines or mul- 
berry trees. 

Passing through Antequera, a large straggling town, 
they hired a guide, and set out on horseback for Ma- 
laga by the mountain road, a ride of seven leagues, 
and soon reached that town. 
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Malaga stands in the comer of a plain which is 
quite bare of wood, except the little that grows about 
the country houses : the naked craggy mountains hang 
over the shore, and scarce leave room for the dry* 
A Mooriih castle, on the sharp point of a rock, com- 
mands every part of it. 

This confined situation renders Malaga itoufierahlj 
iiot eight months in the year. The road and port 
seem well sheltered and safe, hut are susceptible of 
much improvement. The streets are narrow-; and, 
/except the cathedral, few public edifices Reserve 
-notice. This is indeed a stupendous pile, begun by 
Philip II. while married to Mary of England. Their 
united arms are over the gate. It is said to be as large 
as St. Paul's in London $ but Mr. Swinburne is not 
convinced of the accuracy of this account. The 
bishop, of this diocese enjoys an income of sixteen 
thousand pounds a yean 

There are about fourteen foreign houses settled in 
trade in Malaga, who export five thousand butts of 
wine a year, at from ten to thirty pounds a butt. For- 
merly more wine was exported ; but the demand has 
of late been considerably diminished. The raisins, 
or dried grapes, make a capital branch of commerce. 
If pressed, they would make a rich white wine. 

Returning from Malaga, by the same road to An- 
tequera, they left the latter again on the 9th of Ja- 
nuary, and took the way of Pedrera, through a 
champaign and pleasant country, with some lakes 
of great extent appearing between them and the 
mountains. 

At Ossuna, a large disagreeable town, they observed 
that the inhabitants wore large white hats. Oh tfaf 
11th, they entered a heautiful park-like country, 
where the swells were covered with forests of pines 
and cork trees, or rows of olives. Next day thej 
began traversing the rich vales of Andalusia ; and at 
Alcanterilla, they passed* bridge *f two arches, the 
lower part of which was Roman, as appeared from 
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the words August.-Pontbm, the remains of an in* 
script ion between the arches. 

Farther pn lay Xeres, a large town with winding 
streets, and horrid kepnels of black stagnated water, 
which emitted a most suffocating effluvia. The hills 
about the town are pretty, and the view towards 
Cadiz, pleasing. Some poets have placed the Elysian 
felds in this neighbourhood, and pretended that the 
Guadalete is the river of oblivion, or the Lethe of 
antiquity. If so, the place must have undergone 
very important changes ; for this paradise now is little, 
more than a flat marsh, resembling the Lincolnshire 
fens. 

On the 14th of January, they hired a bark to carry 
them down the Guadalete to Cadiz. The passage 
was short, and they were enchanted with the view of 
the bay, shipping, and city stretching into the ocean. 

Cadiz occupies the whole face of the western ex- 
tremity of the isle of Leon, which is composed of 
two parts joined together by a narrow bank of sand. 
At the south-east end, the ancient bridge of Suaco, 
thrown over a deep channel, affords a communication 
between the island and the continent ; and a strong 
l ; ne of works defends the city from all approaches 
along the isthmus. ' 

Except the Calle Ancha, all the streets are narrow, 
ill-paved, and filthy. They are all drawn in straight 
lines, and most of them intersect each other at right 
angles, the houses are lofty, and generally furnished 
with a vestible, which is" left open at night. '■ The 
principal , apartments are up two pair of stairs. The . 
roofs are. flat, and covered with an impenetrable ce- 
ment, and few are without a turret, or mirador, for 
the purpose of commanding a view of the sea. » Round 
the parapet walls at top are placed rows of square 
pillars, which give this city a singular. appearance. 

Cadiz, is divided into twenty-four quarters, under . 
the inspection of as many officers of police* The po- 
ii*3 . . . . - 

t 
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pulafcion is estimated at one hundred and ferty thou- 
sand souls. 

The square of St Antonio is large and tolerably 
handsome. The public walk, or Alameda, is a plea- 
sant evening promenade. Beyond this is- the Campo- 
santo, or airing place In carriages ; and opposite to it 
stands t^e fortress of St Sebastian, built on a neck of 
land running out into the sea. The round tower, at 
the extremity, is supposed to have saved the cuy from 
being swept away by the fury of the waves, in the 
great earthquake of 1755. 

On the shore stands the catj&edral, a work of great 
expence 5 but though fifty years have elapsed since its 
foundation, it is not yet complete. The arches that 
spring from the clustered pilasters, to support thereof 
of the church, are very bold j and the tanks am ex- 
ecuted with great solidity. From the sea this prte 
has a singular appearance, in its present unfinished 
state. 

From the ramparts, that defend the city on the 
side of the bay, the prospect is animated in the highest 
degree $ .the men of war ride in the eastern bosom 
of the bay $ lower down, the merchantmen are spread 
& anchor j and close to the town, innumerable baric* 
of different si^es cover the surface of the water. The 
more: remote views from this spot axe peculiarly grand 
and varied. 

Every commercial nation ha* a consul resident a* 
Cadiz.: those of England and France, however, are 
not allowed to have any concern, in trade. The police 
here is extremely negligent^ > and delinquents, and cri- 
minals are wkh difficulty, brought to punishment. 

Th/9 style of living in Cadiz is far from berag bril- 
liant. The different nations do not associate much 
together. Our countrymea settled here live in- »very 
hospitable, social manner, and do everything in, their 
power) to render the visits of travellers agreeable; 

Thft usual afternoon, amusements*, in. winter,, ate a 
saunter on the Alameda, andthe theatres. The Spa- 
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ri>h play, which exhibits but tf poor set of actors, . 
begins about four ; the Italian opera about seven, and 
the French house a little earlier; so that a rambler 
may partake of each of those entertainments the same 
evening. The French theatre is on a grand scale, and 
is supported by tlie voluntary contributions of the mer- 
chants of that nation settled here. 

Our travellers were at Cadiz during the Carnival j 
but neither public balls nor masquerades were allowed; 
and the only mark of festivity they saw, wds the plea- 
sure which the women took in sktteing the men, who 
walked under" the balconies of the houses, with pails 
full of water. There were, indeed, many balls and 
assemblies of the lower class, where the fandango 
was danced nhiley; that is, in its highest degree of 
perfection. Among the gipsies m this country there 
is another dance, called the Mangumdoy, so lascivious 
and indecent, that it is prohibited under severe penal- 
ties. Both are said to be of negro origin. The fan- 
dango, however, is perfectly naturalized in Spain $ 
even children of three years eld will dance it with 
astonishing precision. 

After a considerable stay at Cadiz, chiefly on ac- 
count of the rains,, out travellers set out for Gibraltar 
about the close of February, and" without any mate* 
rial occurrence, came in sight of that immortal rock, 
and the coa$t of Africa. Stopping at St^Roque, a) 
large village on the top tsf n hill, ©verlaokkig the-bay, 
they obtained the necessary passports -from the 'go* 
fcrnor. *. •■..-.' 

A regiment' of rhfantry, several batteries, andaifoft 
at each end, defend -the Kiies- that run across <th* 
istbmus which separates K^ralbtfirom the continent* 
Here they passed without 4>erng searched, as they ex* 
pected to be; and after half an how's ride, reached 
the landgate of theJBnglish garrison. >/.;.. 

Mr. Swinburne says; the hospitality of 'rbe' getter* 
nor, officers, andinhaftfoanfta^ the bustle, mititarylftttU 
sic, and parade 3 the Jane appearanefeof theniteojs 1 / 
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and the variety of tongues spoken, and dresses worn 
here, are subjects inexhaustible. After a long journey 
through the still wastes and stupid towns of Spain, 
they were at first flurried mi confounded with the 
hurry of a garrison, and the perpetual discharge of 
artillery. 

From this spot the buildings in Ceuta, an4 even in 
Tangier, may be clearly discerned. The African 
mountains, with their, snowy tops, are likewise pro- 
minent objects in the landscape. 

People of all religions and nations are allowed to 
reside in Gibraltar, and seem to live in great happi- 
ness. Here ail meet as it were on neutral ground. 
This place may, indeed, be styled the paradise of that; 
dispersed nation, the Jews > for here they seem to t>e 
at home, and carry on a very lucrative retail trade. 
They are of Barba'ry extraction, and are a comely 
race of men. . ■ m 

The rock of Gibraltar abounds in partridges, which 
breed in peace, as no one is allowed to shoot within 
the garrison. The officers sometimes take the diver- 
sion of fox-hunting on theSpanish hills, where there 
is plenty of game, but little running. 

On the east side or* the rock of Gibraltar, amidst the 
broken precipices/ is a stratum of bones of all sizes, 
{belonging to various animals and fowls, enchased in an 
incrtistatipp #f a reddish calcareous stone. 
. Ouj- travellers, after several ineffectual attempts to 
visit the 4 coast of Africa, were obliged, by the long 
continuance of contrary winds, to give up this favour- 
ite, pursuit, and to return to Cadis, by nearly their 
former route. They, however, made one deviation, 
W order to visit tfce almost imperceptible remains of 
tjie city of Carteia, where EJaeius, son of Pompey, the 
Great, took refuge after the battle of Munda. These 
ruins, of which scarcely any thing but a wall is to be 
' aee** stand on a rising ground, at the mouth of a little 
river, which. falls into the north-west corner of the 
bay of Gibraltar. 
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When they got to Chiclana, they hired a bark to 
Carry them to Cadiz, This passage was very pleasant, 
and presents some very picturesque views $ though 
the contrary winds and currents kept them on the wa- 
ter till they were quite sick of their little expedition. 

On the 3d of April, they left Cadiz, and landed 
soon after at~Port St. Mary, where they were received 
and entertained for three days in the most polite and 
Cordial manner, by that celebrated character, Genera* 
Count Alexander 'O'Reilly, of whom our author 
speaks in terms of high etrlogium. • 

One' morning they took a ride to Sanlucar, to see 
the mouth of the Guadalquiver, the ancient Boetis. 

Near this place the country is arable, with few in- 
closures. Saulucar, the ancient Fanum Luciferi, was 
once the port of Seville, and a very bustling place 3 
bnt it is now little nsed. 

Proceeding on their journey, they came to Xeres> 
which contains about forty thousand inhabitants, of 
whom a twentieth are ecdesiasties. Next morning 
they went to view a monastery of Carthusian monks, 
whose convent is well laid out, and who are famous 
for a remarkably fine breed of horses. Our travellers, 
however^ were disappointed in seeing their stallions. 

On the morning of the 8th of April, they arrived 
at Seville, the capital of Andalusia. Soon after, in 
strolling round the town, chance led them into the 
court of the alcazar, or royal palace 3 and they were 
directed to the beautiful and curious gardens^ which 
resemble some of the hanging gardens of Italy. Here 
they roved among the plantations, till they were quite 
in exstacy with the sweets. 

Thilip V. spent many of the last years of his life at 
th\s place, filling up his time in drawing with the 
sn ike of a candle on deal boards, or angling for 
tenth, in st little reservoir, by torch light. Such are 
the insignificant amusements of decrepid royalty I 

The palace is a mixture of Saracenic, conventual, 
' and Grecian architecture. The principal front of the 
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inner court is a good piece of Morisco work. The 
court is flagged with marble, and surrounded with a 
colonnade of white marble columns, of the Coriiubian 
order, elegantly proportioned, and well executed. 
The Alh ard bra is a pleasing specimen of Arabic archi- 
tecture, though certainly inferior to that of the Gre- 
nadine palace. 

Near the western entrance was formerly to be seen, 
a stone seat, with a canopy, supported by four pillars. 
Here Peter the Cruel used to sit and decide causes, 
with such an inflexible regard to justice, that He was 
looked upon by many as a wanton and bloody tyrant 
His character, however, is variously spoken of; 
though in general it is held up to the detestation of 
mankind. 

Next morning they made an excursion in search of 
the. antiquities of Italica, where Trajan, Hadrian, and 
Thepdostus the Great are supposed to have been bom. 
After wandering a long league wide of the mark, a 
peasant informed them that old. Seville, as they call 
Italica, lay a considerable way to the north, fn the 
skirts of the plain. Soon after they picked up a half 
naked fellow, who engaged to shew them the anti- 
quities. 

Of the ancient colony of Italica, conjectured to 
have been founded by Scipio, with his veteran soldiers, 
scarcely the least vestige remains. The river Bcttk 
seems to Jwe varied its course, and perhaps, in a long 
series of inundations, swept away its ruins. 

On the summit of one of the hills, which Italica is 
supposed to have covered, are some ruinous brick 
walls, called El Palacio. The peasants in the vicinity 
gravejy informed our countrymen, that underneath 
there had formerly been found columns of silver aa4 
brass $ but they were enchanted, and nobody was 
able to draw them up.; and that farther, no one would 
now venture to dig for them, as there was every 
reason to believe, that the magician would twist oh 
the heads of those who should make the attempt. 
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On the more distant eminences are considerable re- 
mains of an amphitheatre, in form a perfect oval. 
The arena measures about one hundred yards in its 
greatest length, and sixty in its 'greatest breadth. 
Some of the voraitoria, cells, and passages, are still 
perceptible 5 but scarcely any traces of the seats re- 
main. Indeed, in modern times, many parts of the 
walls were blown up with gunpowder, in order to 
procure materials for an embankment ; but as if the 
Guadalquiver meant to revenge the cause of taste 
upon those barbarians, the very first flood swept away 
the whole fabric. 

Seville is supposed to have been founded by the 
Phoenicians, who called it Hispalis. It is the Julia 
of the Romans, who embellished it with many mag- 
nificent buildings. 

Here the Gothic kings resided, before they removed 
their courjt te Toledo 5 but the most brilliant period 
of its history was soon after the discovery of America, 
when all the wealth and produce of the New World 
poured into the Guadalquiver, and made Seville the 
emporium of its treasures. 

The shape of this city is circular, without any great 
rising in the whole space. The walls seem of Moorish 
construction, and are about five miles and a half in 
circumference. The suburb of Triana, on the west 
side of the river, is as large as many towns ; but re- 
markable for nothing but its gloomy Gothic castle, 
where the inquisition formed its first establishment in 
Spain in 1482. 

The streets of Seville are crooked, dirty, and in- 
conveniently narrow. The most spacious and airy 
place is the Alameda, a great walk of old elms, de- 
corated with three fountains, and .the statue of Her- 
cules, the reputed founder, and of Julius Caesar, the 
restorer of this city. 

Most of the churches are built and ornamented in 
a barbarous style. The Cathedral, the^ Capuchins, 
and the Charidad^ are, however, interesting structures. 
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The first for its great antiquity 5 and the two Litter br 

the chef d'oeuvres of Murillo. 

The cathedral was about one hundred years ia 
building. Its length within is four hundred and 
twenty feet, its breadth two hundred and seventy- 
three,; and its greatest height one hundred and 
twenty-six. It has nine doors, eighty windows, and 
as many altars, at which five hundred masses are said 
every day. The lower is three hundred and fifty feet 
high, and fifty square ; it was built by the Moors 
about the year 1000. 

Murillo has adorned the Charidad and Capuchins 
with several very valuable pictures, which may be 
reckoned among his best performances. The cha- 
racters of his figures are often mean, and taken from 
the lowest class of citizens ; but there is such expres- 
sion, truth of colouring, and intelligence in the com- 
position of his groups, that it is impossible not to see 
and admire the merit of his works. 

The Sevillian historians consider the Canos de Car* 
mona, or the great aqueduct, as one of the most 
wonderful monuments of antiquity, existing in the 
universe. Our travellers, however, were disappointed 
in their expectations of it ; and the whole is falling 
into decay. It is, nevertheless, a very extraordinary 
work ; and brings down such a volume -of water, that 
almost every house in the city has the benefit of it. 

They next visited the*nurf manufactory, which is 
situated in a street beliind the Alcazar. For the more 
convenient carrying on of this lucrative branch of 
commerce, Ferdinand VI. erected* jnost magnificent 
roomy palace, which was finished in 1756. One 
thousand men are constantly employed 4 and oae 
hundred and eighty mules work twenty-eight mills or 
machines, for grinding and mixing the tobacco with 
the red earth of Almazarron. 

The excessive aduheration that has taken .place, of 
late years, has occasioned a prodigious falling off ia 
the demand for this-article.; and the trade, it is pro- 
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babies will sooo be confined to Spain and its do- 
minions. 

Thirty-two reals a pound is the current price of the 
snuff >$ but none is allowed to be sold by retail in the 
manufactory. Oar travellers visited every part of the 
house, at the risk of being suffocated. In one room 
they found tour hundred iincl sixty men employed iti 
forming cigarros, or little rolls of tobacco, which the 
Spaniards smoke without a pipe. It is said that t lie 
annual .profits of this establishment amount to more 
than six millions of dollars. 

Near the cathedral is the Louja, or Exchange, 
which is now quite deserted by the merchants, and 
appropriated to other uses. It is a square edifice, in 
a plain but noble style, and remains a monument of 
the good taste of the Spaniards, at that brilliant. period 
of their history, which includes the reigns of Charles 
V. and his sou Philip. 

The great hospital de la Sangre and the college of 
St. Elmo, are rather remarkable for their size than 
their beauty. 

Having seen every thing in Seville recommended 
to their attention, they set out on the l)th -of April, 
and lay the first njght at Carmona. This is a large 
town seated/Oii a high 'hill. . Its castle, which, is 'now 
in ruins,, was formerly; of immense extent, .and in it 
Peter the Cruel and bis faniiiy-placed their main -hope 
of defence. 

Like-most^lacesin this^rovinoe, Canuona-makes 
a figure in feomanfhistcory, 'and contains many remains 
of walls and inscriptions, as proofs of its, ancient 
consequence, l^e.^sur^oundipg country is hi%>aud 
champa^fn/ btlt fer'from uhpleasant, being verdant 
anchcontaiiiing some wood and water. 

"the roads now were .excellent, for this kingdom, and 
appeared extremely ancient, , probably of Saracen 
origin, passing through La Luisiana, they came to 'a 
colcJnv of Germans, who have regular and uniform 
dwellings, with a certain allotment «of cooa-dand. 

vol. xyiii. > at 
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Notwithstanding the encouragement these indus- 
trious people have met with, such is the fatal and 
deleterious effects of a despotic government, that it 
is unlikely they should ever become rich apd flou- 
rishing. 

The country leading to Cordova is bare, hilly, and 
devoted to corn. The view of the river, city, and 
woods, on the opposite hills; is •extremely picturesque 
and agreeable. The environs, indeed, are delightful, 
and enjoy a rich variety of woods, eminences, and 
cultured fields, vivified by abundance of limpid water. 
Corn, olives, orange, and other fruit trees enrich the 
scene. 

The Guadalquiver runs before the town. A bridge 
of sixteen arches, defended by a large Moorish tower, 
leads from the southward into Cordova; and near the 
end of the bridge stands the mosque, now the cathe- 
dral. The walls of the town are in many places in 
the same state as the Romans left them. Here each 
long square stone is terminated and flanked by two 
thin ones, set up cm end. 

The streets are crooked and dirty \ and few of the 
public structures or private buildings are remarkable 
for the beauty of their architecture. The new hos- 
pital, for orphans, however, has something bold and 
simple in its cupola and portico. The palaces of the 
inquisition and of the bishop are extensive and well 
situated. 

The mosque, in Spanish La Mesquita, was begun 
by Abdoulrahman I. and destined by him to remain, 
to after ages, a monument of his power and riches, 
and a principal sanctuary of his religion. His own 
ideas were sublime, and he was fortunate enough to 
find an architect whose genius was equal to the task 
of putting them in execution. His son finished the 
pile about' the year 800.. It was more than once 
altered and enlarged by the Mahometan sovereigns ; 
and has undergone several changes since it became a 
Christian church. 
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In the days of the Musselmen, the mosque was a 
square building with a flat roof upon arches. It was 
four hundred and twenty feet in breadth,, and five 
hundred aad ten in length. The roof was supported 
by near one thousand columns, which formed nine- 
teen aides from east to west, and twenty-nine from 
north to south. 

The columns were of the richest marbles $ the 
twenty-four gates were plated with bronze, curiously 
embossed. The folding doors of the principal entrance 
were plated with gold. Upon the highest cupola were 
three golden balls, bearing a pomegranate and a fleur- 
de-lis of the same metal. Four thousand seven 
hundred lamps nightly illuminated the mosque, and 
consumed annually twenty thousand pounds of oil. 
Such is the description of this famous temple, by the 
Arabian and old Spanish writers. 

The streets round the mosque, or cathedral, as it 
now is, are narrow and ill calculated for a general 
view. There is nothing ,very shewy on the outside. 
The roof is hid behind battlements, cut into steps. 
Each sid* is divided by buttresses into about thirteen 
parts. On the north side is a lofty belfry, which, be- 
ing modern, has much altered the appearance of this 
part. 

Seventeen gates open into the church and cloister. 
The latter is an oblong square, of the same length as 
the church, and two hundred and forty feet broad. 
A portico of sixty-three pillars environs it on three 
sides. The middle is occupied with three handsome 
and copious fountains, and decorated with orange, 
cypress, and palm trees, which afford a most delight* 
ful shelter in the sultry hours. 

Near the great gate that leads from the cloister 
into the church, are three pieces of columns* each 
with an inscription, bearing the names of three dif- 
ferent Roman emperors. They appear to have been 
Roman mile stones; but the meaning of the inscrip- 
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#ions, which are all the same, except* the name, has 
never been explained. 

Nothing can be more sublimo, thai* the first en- 
trance into this singular edifice, II is divided into 
seventeen aisles or naves, each about twenty feet wide, 
by row* of various marbles. These pillars are not ali 
of equal height ; for the Arabs, having taken them 
from * Roman buildings, lengthened the. short ones 
with monstrous capitals, and chopped ogf the bases of 
the long ones. However, the thickness- of the shaft 
is generally about eighteen inches in diameter. A 
coupte of arches, one above the other, nso along the 
rows ; and from the same basis springs a» arch, that 
forms the roof of each aisle* 

The manner of casting the arches, grouping the 
columns, and designing the foliages of* the screen 'and 
the throne, is very heavy, intricate, and barbarous, 
and unlike the Moorish architecture ait Grenada. In* 
deed this is several centuries- more ancient* 
• The Zancarron, or ffory Chapel, whete the hooks 
of the law were deposited, faces the great gate. 
Under it the Duke of Alba has his family vault. 
Behind this- chapel, and on each side of it, were the 
lodgings of the dervkes-, which are now- converted! into 
the chapter house, sacristy, and treasury. 

This church is extremely rich in plate, and has 
lately added to its store four ponderous stiver candid- 
sticks, made in Cordova, of exquisite fabric; each of 
which cost about eight hundred and 'fifty pounds. 

It is scarcely possible to ascertain the exact number 
of columns in the mosque, as they originally stood ; 
because great changes have been made, and many of 
them have been removed, or built up in the walls of 
separate chapels* In any other situation, the choir 
would deserve all praise for the Gothic grandeur of 
the plan, the loftiness of the dome, and the carving 
of the stalls, which last, took tfrelve years to finish j 
but in the middle of a Mahometan mosque, it destroys 
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all unity of design, and renders confused every idea ' 
of tbe original general effect of the building. 

Light is admitted by the doors, and several small 
cupolas ; but, nevertheless, the church is dark and 
awful j and people walking through such a chaos of 
pillars, recal the ideas of magic, enchanted knights, 
or discontented wandering spirits. 

In one of the cupolas hangs the tooth of an ele- 
phant, which, it is said, formerly belonged to one of 
those animals that was particularly serviceable in car- 
rying stones, and other materials, for building the 
mosque. 

The bishop's palace is a pleasant and comfortable 
retreat. The revenues of the see amount to three 
thousand five hundred pounds a year. As the bishops 
cannot devise by will, all they die possessed of, es- 
cheats to the king. 

While our travellers were in Cordova, they were 
spectators of a bull feast, where no horsemen were 
allowed, as the animals were not of a breed suffici- 
ently noble to try the lance upon. One poor bull, 
that would not fight, was very dexterously run through 
the heart ; two oxen were tormented a little, and then 
sent to the adjoining Shambles; and a small cow, after 
shewing some sport, in jumping and skipping, got a 
reprieve in consideration of her excessive leanness. 

The motive of this paltry spectacle, bating its cru- 
elty, is extremely laudable. The corridor gives these 
little shews to the people on Sundays and festivals,, 
and out of the profits and hire of the seats, raises a 
sum sufficient to carry on any public work. 

After, the entertainment, the nobility paraded about 
in their coaches, and made a very elegant appearance. 
The nobility here, indeed, live in a very agreeable 
manner. Our author was told, that thirty or more 
families meet ejrery night at a house chosen by rota* 
tion, where the ladies do the honours of genteel re* - 
freshment, merry good-natured conversation, and 
some moderate card-playing. The generality of the 
K3 
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women seem to be handsome, some were even bean- 
tiful. 

Ob the 18th of April, they left Cordova, and tra- 
velled through the delightful vale of the Guadalquiver, 
which runs between two ridges of hills, covered with 
hanging woods and olive yards. Several clear streams 
traverse the plain, and augment the current of the 
river. 

Near the bridge of Aicolea, where they crossed the 
river to the south; are kept the king's stallions. Ooe 
or two of theta appeared noble animals ) but an An- 
dalusian breeder requires his horse to be forward and 
bulky in the shoulders, with his fovefegs far under 
the belly, and the tail set very*low j he is never suf- 
fered to lie down, but constantly kept on a clean 
pavement, sloping frorja the manger, with his forelegs 
close chained to the ground. Cordova has long been 
celebrated for its breed of horses $ but it seems to be 
sadly fallen off, as very few good looking ones are now 
to be met with. 

For two days they travelled up the banks of the 
fiver, through a rich and beautiful country, with 
plains extending far and; near, charmingly tinted with 
vows of olive trees. Towers and castles lined the 
banks of the stream, and presented the most agreeable 
prospects. The cliffs along the river side swarmed 
with flocks of that elegqnt .bird* the bee-eater, several 
ef which they shot. 

At Anduxar they took Iqave of the Roman, o* 
Moorish joad, on which they had hitherto travelled, 
which, however, they had now and then a distant 
peep of from the heights. 

On the 20th, they entered the Sierra 'Motena, a 
chain of mountain* that divides CastiUe from Anda- 
lusia, rendeved famous by the wars of the Christians 
and Mahometan^ -buit, perhaps, better known to the 
-generality of readers, by being the acene the immortal 
Cervantes has placed the«ost entertaining a<freoturea 
ofrhkltfrjqw, 
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the journey was very agreeable .up the course of 
the Rio de las Piedras, a clear roaring torrent, tum- 
bling over a bed of rooks, through glens of beautiful 
woods. The wastes are covered with a profuse va- 
riety of flowering shrubs ; particularly cistus, of many 
varieties. From the gum-cistus, or rock rose, they 
gather manoa in the spring, by beating the bushes 
with small twigs, to which the viscous substance of 
the plant adheres. Sumach also grows in great abun- 
dance on those hills j the leaves, flowers, and stalks 
of which being pounded together, are used in lieu of 
oak-bark in dressing hides. 

They now entered the new colony of La Carolina 
and its dependencies, planted a few years ago by Hie' 
king, in a very extensive tract of woody country.- 
The first settlers were Germans 5 but from eating un- 
wholesome herbs, and drinking too copiously of wine' 
and brandy, above half of them soon died, and now 
the inhabitants are a mixture, of various nations. 'The 
reach of land in cultivation, and full of houses and 
villages, where only forests stood before, the resort of 
banditti, extends at least three leagues in length, and 
about as much in breadth. 

La Carolina, the capital of all the colonies, stands 
on a fine hill, towering above the whole settlement 
Its situation denies it wood' and water : the latter they 
are obliged to seek by digging an incredible number 
of wells. The streets are wide, and the houses are 
plain, and on an uniform plan. All the flat on the 
crown of the hill, before the town, is laid but in 
kitchen gardens, and planted with avenues of elms, 
intended for future walks. 

No scene can be more pleasing to the eye, or more 
gratifying to the heart, than to see the lot of man 
ameliorated, and cultivation extending over wastes j 
but our author expresses his apprehension that all this 
will dwindle away again, through neglect or want of 
encouragement $ and that La Carolina, will, in a few 
years, become a petty Spanish town, though its be- 
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ginnings were so fair and promising. The foreigners, 
to whose industry this creation is owing, complain of 
injustice and partiality to the natives j and that as soon 
as they have brought a spot into cultivation, they have 
been removed where they had the same, toil to en- 
counter anew. 

Here our travellers found an excellent inn and a 
good dinner, and regaled themselves on cow's milk, 
and butter, to which they had Jong been strangers -, 
for though they have cows in many parts of Spain, 
they seldom milk them ; but keep them for breeding, 
and afterwards fattening for slaughter. 

A little north of Carolina they passed through a 
new village, called Las Navas de Tolosa, from the 
old name of the defile in the neighbouring mountains, 
where three Christian kings in 1212, attacked and 
cut to pieces the army of Mahomet, king of Mo- 
rocco. 
. The evening was very fine, and the hills steep, 
which induced . them to walk most part of the way. 
Having got among the woody dells, as they were in- 
dulging Quixotic ideas, the sound of a guitar struck 
their 'ears, and they soon discovered a Jtroop of well- 
dressed young men, and as many smart maidens, 
dancing on a platform of large level stoues. 

Some of the men politely invited our countrymen 
to partake of their sport, while a very pretty girl pre- 
sented them with sweetmeats and sugar- plumbs* A 
jolly friar seemed to do the hopours of this fete cham- 
petre, and to be a favourite with the ladies $ for they 
all courted his smiles and caresses. They staid some 
time with this merry party, and were entertained 
with several songs and seguidillas. Being pressed to 
accompany them to the house they belonged to, 
and to participate in their jollity, they were obliged 
to decline the favour, from the state of the weather, 
and the approach of night. 

As soon as they descended the Sierra Morena, and 
entered the Mancha, they perceived a very sensible 
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alteration m die climate : from the beginning of 
summer, they were, in a manner, thrown back to the 
last months of winter. In Andalusia the vines were 
all- in leaf, and their fruit set ; on the north side of 
fche mountain scarce a young leaf was to be seen,' 
or a bad in the vineyard. 

The Mancha k an immense plain, intersected by 
different rjdges of low hills and rocks. Not an in- 
closope of \uiy kind is to be seen, except mud walls 
about t&e villages, and very few trees, save dwarfish 
evergreen oaks. All this vast tract of open country 
is cultivated in corn or vines. The villages are large ; 
and not a venta is to be met with, that could be fixed 
on as the scene of any of Don Quixote's exploits. 

They passed over" the subterraneous river, Gua- 
£ana, which buries itself for eight leagues, at the 
Venta de Quesada. The well in the yard of r this inn 
communicates with the river j and straw, or any light 
stuff, being dropped into it, is hurried away with 
amazing rabidity. _ • 

Soon after they reached Toledo, which enjoys the 
most romantic situation. The Tagus, after winding 
at large through a fine plain, comes at last to be 
wedged in between twa ramparts of high steep rocks : 
the passage is very narrow, and before the river can 
disengage itself from its barriers, it is carried almost 
back to the place where it entered the defile. On 
this rocky peninsula stands the city, ill-built, poor, 
and uninviting. The streets are so steep, that it 
would be madness to attempt to use a carriage in 
tbem. 

The alcazar, or ancient palace, is placed on the 
highest point of all. It is a noble, extensive building, 
and has lately been repaired at the expence of the 
archbishop, whose revenues are estimated at four 
hundred thousand ducat* a year. The architecture is 
chaste and simple. The inner court is very grand ; 
its colonnade of granite columns, of the Corinthian 
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order, makes a noble appearance. Some of the apart- 
ments are immensely spacious. 

The cathedral has nothing remarkable externally to 
distinguish it from many other Gothic churches. The 
spire is an assemblage of blue turrets piled on each 
other. The inside of the church, however, is veil 
lighted and cheerful, and neither heavy nor confused 
with too many ornaments. The richness of the 
gilding is unrivalled. The wealth of the see is indeed 
visible in the profusion of the gold lavished on the 
walls. The iron rails and Gothic arches are gilt 5 and 
lines of gold are drawn even to mark the jointa of the 
stones, which compose the pillars of the choir. 

The group of angels, called £1 Transparente, fixed 
' behind the choir, and esteemed by the Toledans the 
glory of their church, in Mr. Swinburne's opinion is, 
at best, but a clumsy, ill-designed monument, distin- 
guished for nothing but the fineness of the marble 
and other materials. 

In the chapel of St. Eustatia, in this cathedral, a 
certain number of priests and clerks officiate every 
morning, according to the Mosarabic ritual ; in con- 
sequence of a foundation of Cardinal Ximenes, who 
was unwilling that his church should lose all remem- 
brance of its ancient forms. 

The Mosarabic rite is so called, from its having 
been observed by the Christians, who remained in 
the provinces conquered by the Arabians. It was in 
constant use in the church of Spain, down to the 
pontificate of Gregory VII. in the eleventh century. 
.At that time the Roman ritual was generally intro- 
duced in its stead 5 though it still subsisted in six pa- 
rishes of Toledo as late as the fifteenth century. In 
essentials there does not appear U> be much difference 
between them 3 but in outward forms they vary 
•widely. 

From the ancient capital of New Castille, to within 
half a league of Madrid, the roads are bad, and the 
country uninviting. This metropolis of a great nation 
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makes but a poor figure from the opposite hills ; but 
as soon as the trees of the walks shut out the prospect 
of the neighbouring country, the appearance of 
Madrid is grand and lively, and the whole has the air 
of a capital. 

The court being at Aranjuez when our travellers 
arrived at Madrid, they made no longer stay in the 
latter place than to rest themselves, before they set 
out to be presented. Aranjuez is twenty-seven miles, 
distant ; and the roads between the two royal resi- 
dences are extremely fine. 

Aranjuez itself has great and commanding beau- 
ties. It stands in a very large plain, surrounded with 
hills ; and the intervening space is agreeably laid out 
in noble rows of trees, and inclosures of pasturage 
and meadow. The river Tagus winds towards the 
east 5 and the walks and rides along its banks, through 
the venerable groves, and under the majestic elms 
that overhang the roads, are luxuries unknown to the 
rest of Spain. The beauties of the scenery are en- 
hanced by the flocks of many coloured birds that flut- 
ter among the trees, and the herds and droves of a 
vast variety of animals that wander uncontrolled 
through those enchanting woods. 

The finest avenue, named Calk de la Reyna, is 
three miles long. It extends in a straight line from 
the palace gate, and crosses the Tagus twice before it 
loses itself in the thickets. In an island of the Tagus, 
to the north of the palace, is a most enchanting gar- 
den, to which company retire in hot weather. It is 
cut into various walks and circular lawns, where na- 
ture has almost obliterated every vestige of art. Jet 
d'eaus dash up amongjthe trees, and add fresh ver- 
dure to the leaves. The terraces and balustrades, 
along the river, are overgrown with roses, and other 
beautiful shrubs depending into the stream. Many qf 
the statues, groups, and fountains in this charming 
spot are handsome, and well placed, as to effect. 
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The palace was originally begun by Philip II. but 
has been mucb enlarged and beautified since his 
time. The- apartments are good j but are not re- 
markable for many capital embellishments in the 
works of art. Some paintings, however, by Titian 
and Mengs, are deservedly admired. 

Aranjuez was formerly a poor place, and it was 
difficult for the ambassadors and the attendants on the 
court to provide themselves with lodgings. Many of 
the habitations were vaults half under ground. One 
day, a coach driving along, broke through the ceiling 
of the nuncio's dining-room, and fell down upon the 
table. This ludicrous accident set the court about 
thinking seriously how to remedy the evil. Many 
new streets were planned, and such expedition was 
u«ed, that not only the necessary buildings for habi- 
tation were erected, but squares, markets, churches, 
a play-house, and an amphitheatre for bull feast*, 
were quickly raised, as if by magic. 

The pleasures of Aranjuez are, walking or riding 
in the morning, going to court, dining at some of the 
open tables kept by the great officers of state, a. game 
at cards, a drive along the avenue, and the Italian 
opera. The ministers are quite easy in their manner*, 
and their houses free from ceremony and restraint. 
Our author acknowledges the very flattering civilities 
they met with from the Marquis Grimaldi, the prime 
[rninister, and from the English ambassador, 'Lord 
'Grantham. 

The ceremony of presentation is performed as the 
'king rises from table. Charles III. is a much better 
looking man, says Mr. Swinburne, than most of his 
pictures make him. His dress seldom varies from a 
large hat, a plain grey; Segovia frock, a buff waist- 
coat, a small dagger, black breeches, and worsted 
- stockings. On gala, days a'fine suit is hung upon his 
shoulders $ but, as he has an eye to his afternoon's 
^fcport, and is a great economist of his time, the -black 
breeches' aVworn to* all coats, 'there are scarcely 
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three days io the whole year, that he spends wteboui 
going a shooting ; and these are noted with the** 
blackest mark in the calendar. Neither heat, cold, 
nor wet, can keep him at home ; and he would drive 
over half his kingdom to have an opportunity of firing 
oo a wolf, his favourite game. 

He is of an even phlegmatic temper ; of strict pro- 
bity ; devout, and regular. He delights in conversing 
and joking with elderly persons, especially monks and 
friars. To Naples, his original kingdom, he is very 
partial, and always speaks of that country with great 
feeling. 

The prince of Asturias * is of an athletic make, 
with a severe countenance and a harsh voice. His 
princess is lively, well shaped, and conversible. 
When she walks out, all persons who have been pre-- 
sented, and chance to be in the way, are expected tg» 
join her company, and escort her as long as sho 
pleases. Her mildness and good nature have softened 
much of her husband's roughness of manner. 

Don Gabriel is a tall well looking prince, but timid 
to excess. He possesses many talents, and a real love 
for literature ; but his constant avocations out of 
doors prevent him from apply kg so much as he wishe* 
to study- 
Don Lewis, the king's brother, after having been t 
cardinal, and an archbishop, Mr. Swinburne says, it 
on the eve of matrimony with a pretty Aragoneaa 
girl, of whom, he became enamoured last year, as *h»< 
was ctasfag a butterfly over, the fields. As the princo 
himself has made a good collection of natural history, 
this fMD&u£ty of taste made a groat impression oA 
him 5 and the king, though with reluctance, has coo* 
seated to tlw match. 

Such J* ttaoutiine of the picture of the court of 
Spain, givon by our author. To develop* the cha* 
xajcom of the great is. difficult, perhaps impossible 

• How' king of Spain, under Untitle of CfettU» W« 
T«nrAO»t.-~T*i. # atnu. ' • 
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A few leading traib are the only inlights we can have' 

to assist us. 

Our traveller* next visited the king's horses, some 
of which are beautiful creatures ; though fine hones 
are scarcer in Spain than they imagined. At Villa- 
mejor, a few miles down the Tagus, his majesty ha* 
a noble breed of asses, in xery high estimation. 

The bull-feasts, whatever they have been in for- 
mer times, Mr. Swinburne* thinks, are now but poor 
exhibitions, though the crowds of people assembled 
and agitated in a most tumultuous manner, mus't be 
allowed to be an interesting and curious spectacle. 
None of the royal family ever appear at these favou- 
rite amusements of the Spanish nation ; and the no- 
bility no longer pique themselves on their strength, 
courage, and dexterity in these rough exercises. 

The. show is now conducted with great economy 
and parsimony : none but the worst of horses are used, 
apd the mercenary assailants no longer study the most 
graceful, but the most secure way of destroying the 
bull, as they are allowed so much a head for each 
beast they slaughter. The money paid, for boxes and' 
seats is commonly appropriated to the building, or 
endowing of some hospital. 

The common method of conducting a bull-feast i* 
as follows : one or . two toriadors, dressed in rich 
jackets, broad brimmed hats, and breeches and boots 
made of tough impenetrable leather, with a long ashen 
Iqnce under their right arm, parade on horseback 
round the lists, and pay their devoirs to the governor 
of *he place. They then retire to their post, in front 
of. > large door, which: is opened to let out the bull. 
The^ person that acts, as, porter on this dangerous occa- 
sion, immediately climbs up into the gallery, to escape 
the fury oj 'the .enraged, animal, which sometimes 
darts forward with the utmost impetuosity. 

-The cavalier .prints the head of his horse to the 
bull, and with the Jance, which cuts along its shoul- 
ders* pdshes* It away to the right 3 at the same time 
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bearing off his horse to the left. When the assailant 
is mounted on a nimble, spirited, and docile steed, 
there is no difficulty in this evolution, as the motions 
of both animals .coincide, in giving additional forcg 
to the weJIrdirected stroke j but if the horse is dull 
or refractory, the bull is likely to' strike him in the 
pank, and to tljrow both horse. and rider to the 
grpund. 

To divert the bull's attention from the chief com- 
batant, several nimble. fellows, on foot, run about 
and toss darts with curled paper tied to them j which, 
sticking 111 the head and shoulders, drive the poor 
creature to madness, and cause a great effusion of 
blood. This light infantry is often in iminent dan- 
ger, and obliged to fake the most active and instant 
measures for its preservation. • • 

When the governor thinks a victim has afforded 
sufficient diversion, leave is given to put an end to its 
life. A well made champion steps forth, with a abort 
brown cloak hung upon a stick, held put in his Left 
hand, and a straight two-edged toledo in his right, 
This matador advances up to the bull, and. provoke* 
it <o action. As the bull darts at. him, and makes >a 
push obliquely, with his eyes shut, he turns it oft 
with the cloak, retiring a little on one side, ta'be 
ready for ti^e return. On the second attack he bold* 
the sword in an horizontal position, with such steady 
aim, that the furious beast rushes, oa the point, and 
often forces it up to the hilt. Sometimes the antma} 
drops down dead instantly $ sometimes it stands for a 
fevv minutes* spouting a torrent of blood from *the 
mouth and nostrils. . 

When the bull refuses to run at the matador, it i| 
dispatched by stabs in any part of the body,. or wor- 
ried by bull-dogs. The last bull of each siesta has 
his horns muffled, and all the mob is let in with 
sticks in their hands, to learn the trade, to^eat t^Ut 
animal, or to be bruised and tossed about tfiemselveso 
o 2 
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On* bull-feast our countrymen saw was a very 
Bloody one : two bulls killed seven horses, but fortu- 
nately no rnen lost their lives, though many had hair- 
breadth escapes. Scarcely one of the horses shewed 
Spirit t>r agiHty ; and no sight could be more nause- 
ously disgusting, than to see tne bulls tearing out 
tfreir emrails, and scattering them round the area on 
their horns. 

About the beginning of June they returned to 
Madrid. Except the roy\d palaces, they found few 
buildings that deserved attention. It has no cathedral, 
fior indited any church that is much distinguished from 
ihe commori run of parishes and convents. With 
few exceptions, the outward architecture of all seems 
to be in a bad taste ; as they were in general either 
built or retouched^ during a period when the elegant 
irta were at a low ebb in Spain. Some of the paint- 
ings, however, are very capital. 

The 6f6t king, who particularly honoured Madrid 
with his Residence, was Henry IV. Before his reign, 
this was an insignificant place. The salubrity of the 
air and the abundance of good water, induced the em- 
peror Charles V. to build a spacious palace here, in- 
tended fbr his chief residence. 

The sovereign being once fixed at Madrid, the no- 
bility soon abandoned their hereditary castles, and 
houses in other cities, to follow the court. Thev were 
it first under the necessity of occupying the houses 
tyhich they fdund ready •'builtj and for that reason, 
*dded to the supine indifference of the Spaniards, most 
ef the great families still continue to inhabit vast 
ranges of common fabrics, little distinguished except 
in size, from the houses of tradesmen. 

The palaces of the' grandees, that contain either sta- 
tues or pictures of value, are few in number. In that 
of Medina Celi are manjr precious monuments of an- 
tiquity in marble, brought from Italy. The Duke 
of $t. Ifetevan possesses many capital pieces of 
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Lucca Giordano. In the gallery of the MarofeisW 
Santiago are a life of Jacob, and a Madona; by Mti- 
rillo, of inestimable value. At the Duke Of Alba's 
is a famous pictuie of CUpregio, called the School 
of Cupid, and several other prime productions of the 
pencil; some of which were once in the collection eY 
that nice connoisseur, Charles 1. of England. • '•• 

The old royal palace being burnt down in 17&4, 
another was erected on a magnificent scale, but a taste- 
less plan. It is all of white- stone. Each of the 
fronts is four hundred and seventy feet in length, and 
one hundred high $ so that' this immense pile towers 
over all the country. The entrances of the ground 
floor are as massy as those of a fortress, and the range 
of large glazed arches, round the inner court resem> 
bles the inside of a manufactory. 

No palace in Europe, however, is fitted- <up with 
more royal magnificence. The ceilings are the chefl- 
dosuvres of Mengs, Corrado, and Tiepolo : the richest 
marbles are employed in the cornices, the door, and 
window- frames, all produced in 'the quarries of Spati*. 
Indeed, few countries contain greater stores of mar- 
bles, alabaster, and jasper.- 

The great audience-chamber is rich beyond com- 
parison. The ceiling-, painted by Tiepolo, represents 
the triumph of Spain. The walls are incrusted with 
beautiful marble, and hqng round with the most 
splendid mirrors in rjch frames; 

A collection of pictures, by the greatest masters, 
adorns the walls of the inner apartments^ the detail 
of which would occupy more space than we can al- 
low ) yet even this vast fabric does not afford room 
for a display of all the riches his catholic majesty pos- 
sesses in this branch of the arts. 
. The palace of Buen Retiro is now stripped of all its 
best furniture and pictures. The buildings are poor 
•and unworthy, of a sovereign -> so t&at it rs abandoned 
not merely from caprice. . The. gardens are agreeable, 
and are generously thrown open to the public. 

In the shallow vale, between the Retiro and the 
O 3 
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towa, his majesty has finished the Prado, which, m a 
Jaw. yean, is likely to become one of the -finest walks 
in tiw work}. Its length and breadth are very consi- 
derable, and the avenues are laid out in a. noble style. 
AU the coaches from Madrid drive in the ring here ; 
ajad two hundred carriages have been counted at once 
though the court was absent. 

Opposite the new gate, below the palace, is the 
royal park of the Casa del Campo. The villa- is far 
{torn being considerable > but the woods are wild and 
pleasant In the court is a grand equestrian statue of 
Philip lit. and in the rooms aremany pictures, among 
Which CalloVs Temptation of St. Anthony is one of 
the most remarkable. In the menagerie are some vi- 
cunas, or Peruvian sheep 3 from whose wool a very 
fine silky doth is fabricated, and made up into 
Winter clothes, in its natural colour, which is a rich 
brown. 

. The natives of almost every distinct province of 
Spain have some distinguishing peculiarity in man- 
ners and pursuits. A cursory traveller cannot be sup- 
posed capable of catching the minute shades of dis- I 
tinction. In some respects, however, they seem to 
agree. That listless indolence, equally dear to the 
uncivilized feayage and to the degenerate slaves of 
despotism, is no where more indulged than in Spain. 
Thousands of joen, in all parts of the realm, pass day 
after day, wrapt up in a cloak; standing in rows against 
a wall, or dozing nndfer a tree. In total want of 
♦very incitement to action, the springs of their intel- 
lectual faculties forget to play: and their views grow 
confined within the narrow sphere of mere existence. 
They feel little of no concern for the welfare of a 
counUy, where a few overgrown families engross 
€*ftry thing vamable; and sekbm bestow a thought on 
the conditioaof their vassals; 

The poor Spaniard does not work, unless urged ty 
kresiattoie want, because Ip p erceives n# advantage 
from indusiry. Naturally abstemious, bis scanty 
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fare is easily procured $ blessed with 9 warm climate 
clothes are not much an object. 

Yet this listlessness does not seera to be inherent 
in the Spanish character. In any favourite scheme, 
where they have sufficient temptation, either from 
profit or pleasure, they are indefatigably eager in the 
pursuit. A better form of government, and due po- 
litical advantages would rouse them from inaction, 
and lead them to riches and glory. 

Their soldiers are brave and patient of hardships. 
They follow wherever their officers lead them, with 
true resolution ; but an example must be set them, or 
they v will not stir a step. Most of the Spaniards, in* 
deed, are hardy ; and when once engaged in any bu- 
siness, however arduous and difficult, they never mur- 
mur nor flinch. 

This nation is by no means naturally melancholy : 
misery and despotism, which have clouded their pros- 
pects, have likewise cast a gloom over their minds j 
aod the terror of the inquisition is ever present before 
their eyes ; yet their villages still resound with the 
mus^c of the voice and guitar $ and some of their 
public meetings are remarkably noisy and riotous. 
They talk louder, and argue, with more vehemence 
than the French or Italians, and gesticulate with 
equal, if not superior, eagerness* 

In religion they appear rather lukewarm j wrapt tip 
in unmeaning forms, they forget the vital essence of 
devotion, and show is substituted for reality. Indeed 
religion is a dangerous topic in the dominfons of so 
tremendous a tribunal as. the inquisition. 

Our travellers found the common people inoffen- 
sive, if not civil j and though miich has been said of 
their jealousy and revenge, those malignant passioitt 
are perhaps not more general here than in other cotu> 
tries. Their good, as well as their bad qualities, seem 
to have been much exaggerated by most writers* 
Education is at a very low ebb intkkcdutttrf > and 
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the minds; even of the great, sire too little enlightened, 

by study or communication with other nations, to rub 
off the general rust, with which the Spanish genius 
has. been incrusted for years. The public schools and 
universities are in a deplorable state of ignorance and 
ir regularity. The catalogue of living authors is con- 
lined to a very small number j yet it would be illiberal 
uoi to allow that some of them are eminent in the 
different walks of literature they have chosen. The 
common education of an English gentleman, however, 
would constitute a scholar here $ and should he un- 
derstand Greek, he would be quite a phenomenon. 
- The Spanish women are in general small and thin : 
few 'are strikingly beautiful ; but almost all have 
sparkling 1 black eyes, full of expression. They are 
endowed ny nature with a great deal of wit and lively 
repartee $ but for want of the polish and aids of educa- 
tion, their wit is buried under the grossest ignorance 
and the most ridiculous prejudices. Their tempers 
never having been fashioned by polite intercourse, nor 
softened by necessary contradiction, they are extreme- 
ly pettish and violent. 

. The. court ladies have few pretensions to beauty, 
and possess no elegant accomplishments : their cortejo, 
Or gallant, seems their only play-thing. Few coun- 
tries, Mr. Swinburne says, exhibit more barefafed 
amours, and * greater appearance of indelicate de- 
bauchery than this. , 

Previous to our travellers leaving Madrid, the mi- 
nisters, by the particular orders of his majesty, fur- 
nished them with every permit and passport that could 
conduce to the comfort of their journey to the fron- 
tier* of France. They had likewise liberty to carry 
with them the horses and mules they" had purchased 
in the kingdom; and to have their baggage passed, 
unmatched. His catholic majesty, indeed, had ho- 
noured them with particular attention during their re- 
sidence at his court | and our author says, he is not 
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a little proud to acknowledge the honour and obliga* 
tion. 

On the 6th of June they left Madrid, and travelling 
through the park of the Casa del Campo, proceeded 
through a noble wood to the Escuriai. The aspect of 
this celebrated convent, situated in a corner of a lofty 
ridge of mountains, struck them with awe and plea* 
sure. The landscape is very grand, presenting, at 
one view, one of the largest edifices in the world, a 
boundless extent of woodlands, and a clear prospect 
of Madrid ; and beyond all, a vast tract of country, 
that gradually loses itself in the horizon. 

The Escurial was built by Philip II. in consequence 
of a signal victory gained over the French on St. 
Lawrence's day 1557, and dedicated to that saint. 
It seems to have been his father's dying request, that 
he should erect a mausoleum for him and his empress 
Isabella, which he executed on this spat. The struc- 
ture consists of several courts and quadrangles, which* 
taken altogether, represent a gridiron, the instrument 
of the martyrdom of St. Lawrence ; the apartment 
where the king resides forming the handle. 

This pile is a long square, of six hundred and forty 
feet by five hundred and eighty, and the whole cir- 
cumference is not less than two thousand nine hundred 
Spanish feet. The height up to the roof is sixty feet 
all round. At each angle, is a square tower, two 
hundred feet high. The number of windows in the 
west front is two hundred; in the east, three nun* 
dred and sixty- six. The orders of architecture ar$ 
the Doric and Ionic -, but the whole is rather grand 
than elegant. < 

The church, which .stands In the centre, is large, 
awful, and richly ornamented. The cupola is bold 
and light. The high altar .is composed of rich mar* 
bles,' agates, and jaspers, of great rarity; Two mag- 
nificent catafalques fill up the side arcades. , On one 
the emperor Charles V. his wife, daughter, and two 
sisters, are represented in bronze, kneeling : opposite 
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are the effigies of Philip, II. and bis three wives, in 
the same devout attitude. 

Underneath is the real burial place of the royal 
family, called the Pantheon. Twenty -five steps lead 
down to this vault, over the door of which is an in- 
scription beginning thus : 

aiC LOCUS SACER MORTAL1TATIS EXUVII* *ATHO- 
LICO&UM KBGUM, &C. 

The mausoleum is circular, thirty-six (est in dia- 
meter, incrusted with fine marbles, in an elegant 
taste. The bodies of the kings and queens Re in tombs 
of marble, placed in niches, one over the other, The 
plan of these sepulchres is grand, and executed with 
princely magnificence. The princes and princesses 
of the royal family are deposited in two side vaults, 
near the entrance of the pantheon. 

The collection of paintings, dispersed about various 
parts of- the church, sacristy, and convent, is truly 
grand ; and perhaps superior to any gallery in Europe, 
if we except that of Dresden. Formed out of the 
spoils of Italy, and the wasted cabinet of that unfortu- 
nate judge of virtu, Charles I. of England, It con- 
tains some of the most capital works of the greatest 
painters that have flourished since the revival of the 

v The library contains a most precious collection of 
manuscripts, many fine drawings, and other curiosi- 
ties. Among other writings of Saints, the least 
Valuable of the whole, Mr. Swinburne was shewn a 
wretched scrawl of St. Theresa the mystical reformer 
of the Carmelite nuns. . 

• "Notwithstanding the cold'expositure of this convent, 
the king, passes several months of the year at it, for 
the sake 'of hunting. An entire new town has been 
built tor the convenience of the retainers of the court : 
but in spite of all that art can do, the Escurial will 
always be an uncomfortable winter residence. 
- Jftoru the Jfiscuiiul our travellers proceeded along 



THROUGH SPA 11*. J 53 

the foot of the mountains, that sepatflte 'ihe' two. 
Castilles 5 and among the woody heights of the Puerto; 
they found the snow still very deep on the summits of. 
the mountains. 

Arriving at St. Ildefonso, they were gratified to 
find that orders had preceded them, for their iro» ■ 
mediate admission to the palace, water-works, and 
other curiosi ties of the place. 

This palace was much favoured by Philip V. who 
spent much treasure in forcing nature, and rendering 
it an imitation of Versailles. As it js a remarkably 
co;)l spot, the court generally retires here during the, 
warm mouths ; but the situation exposes it to sudden 
and frequent changes of temperature and seasons, in 
the course of a few hours; and these transitions* 
without great care, are apt to have an unpleasant ef-. 
feet on the health. 

A romantic brook rolls over the rocks, at no great 
distance from the town, through a, large track of. 
thickets. A hue walk is cut along the sides for a mile 
or two. The water is the principal beauty of Ilde- 
fonso. The palace is patchwork, and has little to 
recommend it externally. In the apartments, how- 
ever, are many valuable pictures, though they ap- 
peared to less advantage, after recently leaving the 
Escurial. There are likewise many fine statues, 
busts, and bas-reliefs. 

The gardens are in the formal French style ; and 
the soil is so rocky, that the trees have not scope to 
luxuriate. The water-works are most magnificent. . 
Tbey throw out a streamas clear as crystal, whereon the 
sun-beams play in the most beautiful prismatic tints t 
an4 in this respect they are much superior to those o£ 
Versailles, "which appear mudy. 

The' designs of several of these fountains are ele* . 
ga&t, especially that of the frogs,-— a centrical one, 
where sixteen spouts play in regular combination j 
the great cascade j and the basket ; but the fountain 
of Diana is surprising for the richness of its decoration. 
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and the faints* of its stream. The lofty column of 
water issuing from the tramp of Fame, exceeded their 
utmost conception of the power of hydrostatics. 

These fountains are supplied by two reservoirs, at 
the foot of the mountain. The larger, which i* 
emphatically catted £1 Mar, is a very pretty lake, 
which, with the hanging woods and small buildings 
on its edge, forms a pleasing subject for a landscape 
painter. 

, Below the town is the manufactory of plate glass, 
belonging to the crown. In it two hundred and eighty 
men are employed. The largest plate cast here, was 
one hundred and twenty-six Spanish inches long : the 
small pieces are sold for mirrors aU'over the kingdom. 
To provide fuel for the fires, the pine woods are put 
under regulations, and stated falls. Twenty-seven 
mule-loads of fire wood are daily consumed ; and 
every four loads, delivered on the spot, cost the king 
about forty reals. 

The first object that arrested their attention in 
Segovia, was the A<|ueduct, which is perfectly well 
preserved. From the first low arches to the reservoir 
in the town, the length is two thousand four hundred 
' Spanish feet; and its greatest height is one hundred 
and foot. It consists, according to the ground over 
w.hich it a carried, of upper and lower arches j and 
is not only an admirable monument of antiquity, for 
its solidity and good masonry, which have withstood 
the violence of so many barbarians, and the inclemen- 
cies of seasons for ages, but also for its beauty and 
elegance of design. Some ascribe it to Trajan, and 
others, fbr the honour of their country, carry it back 
to Hercules. The Romans indisputably were its 
founders ; but no inscription remains sufficiently legi- 
ble to mark its era. 

It is still likely to last in its present shite, as long as 
the town, fbr whose accommodation it was btfdt ; for, 
being indispensably necessary, it is, in no &ngtr of 
being suflfeed to run to decay. * 
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The cathedral, dedicated to Neustrar Segnora de la 
ha, it one of the handsomest Gothic churches in 
Spain. The inside is majestic -, the high altar is rich 
sod shewy. 

The Alcazar, or castle, stands in a fine position, 
on a rock rising above the open country. A very 
pretty river washes the foot of the precipice, and the 
city spreads on each side on the brow of the hill ; the 
declivity is woody, and the banks charmingly rural. 
Towards the town is a large court before the great 
outward tower, which formed the prison of Gil Bias, 
so well described by Le Sage. The palace is antique, 
2nd has seldom been inhabited by any but prisoners, 
since the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella. It contains 
some magnificent Halls 5 and all the kings of Spain 
are seated in state along the cornice of the great 
saloon. The royal apartments are now occupied by a 
college of young gentlemen cadets, educated at the 
king's expence for engineers. 

Another court of the palace is allotted as a .prison to 
eleven Algerine captains of vessels. They appeared 
handsome, portly figures 5 and, excepting the con- 
finement, seem to spend their time here in ease and 
tranquillity. As soon as they saw our travellers, they 
knew them to be Englishmen, and flocked round 
them with the utmost demonstrations of joy : they 
kissed their hands, and called them Ingles bueno 
bucne Amigos, over and over again. 

Mr. Swinburne directed his servant to inform them, 
in Lingua Franca, of the late defeat of the Spaniards 
before Algiers, which had been studiously concealed 
from them. One venerable looking Musselman raised 
both his hands to heaven, and seemed to forget the 
irksorneness of slavery, in the success of his country. 

Below the Alcasar is the Mint, a large building, 
and the roost ancient place of coinage in the kingdom* 
Copper alone is now coined here a . 

The unevenness of the ground gives a wild look to 
this city, Most* of- the streets are crooked and dirty, 

vox,, xvm. z 
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and the houses miserable, wooden hovels. A manu- 
factory of clotb is earned on here, with little apparent 
benefit to the inhabitants. > ,. . 

The surrounding country is reckoned the best ia the. 
kingdom for feeding the breed of sheep that produces 
the celebrated Spanish wool. Other parts, perhaps, 
are equally adapted for this kind of pasturage. Bui 
a small quantity of the wool is manufactured in this 
country, notwithstanding the dec-Jed superiority of 
its quality, which renders it such an object to other 
manufacturing nations. 

The country grew sandy as they advanced into OH 
Castille; but it is much more populous, and the 
villages stand thicker than in New Castille. Passiig 
Olmedo, a ruined town in a fine plain, they slept oa 
the 10th at Hornillo. This is a small village on ti* 
river Aldaya, the banks of which are prettily wooded, 
and form many interesting points of view. 

Next morning they reached a hill that overlooked 
the plains of Valladol'd and the course of the Duero, 
a fine river that falls into the sea at Porto, in Portugal 

Beyond a chain ot' white bare hills, at one of their 
angles, stands the town of Simancas, in the castle of 
which the archives of the realm were long ago de- 
posited, and where they still remain. . 

They found Valladolid to be a large ill compacted 
city, with many separate edifices, which, during the 
reign of Philip III. who made this hjs constant re- 
sidence, were the palaces of his great officers and 
nobility. Being deserted by the court, the town and 
palace are fallen into decay. The great square, how- 
ever, and some of the public and private edifices bear 
witness of its former celebrity. The Dominican 
Convent, a Gothic edifice, is the most remarkable in 
the city. The, university is in the last stage of decline ; 
ami indeed, poverty and misery are painted in every 
face throughout the town. 

Proceeding through t\ country famous foe the ex- 
cellence of iu win**, but not .very, captivating in it- 
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self, they crossed and recrossed the Fuiserga several 
times. At Torquemada is a bridge over this river 
of twenty-two arches. The common 1 houses in this 
track are built of clay, squared, and imperfectly baked 
in the sun. 

On the morning of the 13th, after entering a more 
agreeable and populous country, they arrived, at 
Burgos, the ancient capital of the kingdom of Cast i lie, 
long since abandoned to decadency. The approach 
up a long valley is rather pleasing, the view being 
terminated ty the castle and the cathedral. * 

Before our travellers entered Burgos, they passed 
the famous Abbey de las Huelgas, one of the best 
endowed in Spain. Its ruins are all noble; and the 
abbess almost a sovereign princess, by the extent of 
her territories* her power, and prerogatives. This- 
convent, however, is not very shewy, and its situa- 
tion is low and unpleasant. 

The little river, Alarcon, separates the suburb* . 
from the city of Burgos. The town itself is built in 
a very irregular manner, on the deciivRy of a steep 
hill, commanded by an antique casile, once the abode 
ftf the counts, and afterwards of the kings of Castille. 

Over the city gates are some statues of the judges 
or counts, which arte still objects of great veneration 
in the eyes of the patriotic Castillian. 

The cathedral is one of the most magnificent fabrics 
of the Gothic kind in Europe j but though it is of 
great elevation, its situation, in a hole cut out of the 
side of a hill, is a great disadvantage to its general 
effect. Its form is exactly the same as that of York' 
Minster, which our author considers as the criterion 
by which ,the beauties or defects of every Gothic 
church are to be judged, At the western or principal 
front, are two steeples ending in spires, and in the* 
eentre of the edifice rises a large square tower, adorned 
with eight pinnacles ; and on one side of the east end 
is a lower octagon building, with eight pyramids, ex- 
actly corresponding to the chapter house at York. 
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Santiago, the patron of this cathedral, stands ray 
conspicuous on his war horse among the needles of 
the main steeple ; and the Virgin Mary is seated ia 
solemn state over the great window of the west porch. 
The foliage work, arches, pillars, and battlements, 
are executed in the most elaborate and finished man- 
ner, in the Gothic, or as some call it, the Arabic 
taste. 

In a narrow lane, near Burgos, our travellers were 
detained for some time by the passing of many small 
carts, coming down from Aragon with spears for the 
bull-fighting, iron, and chairs. These are the carts 
that suggested to Cervantes the idea of Merlin's 
chariot, in the second part of Don Quixote. Their 
Wheels make a creaking, or grinding, which can be 
compared to nothing bat the noise of iron*mills, and 
fire-engines. 

Proceeding along the river side, they passed the 
Carthusian convent, which enjoys a charming situa- 
tion on the side of a round hill, backed with moun- 
tains, whose summits are clad in snow. They slept 
at a poor place, where the head-dress of the married 
women attracted their particular notice. It consisted 
of a black periwig, faced all round with the wool of 
4 black lamb, ending behind in two plaited tresses, 
that depended to their rumps. Previous to their nup- 
tials, they are obliged to make up this singular kind 
of helmet, which renders their natural ugliness still 
soore horrible. 

On the I4tb, they travelled from vale to vale, over 
the bare hills that separate them; and, at length, 
came to the foot of the Sierra del Oca, a lofty ridge 
of mountains, running from east to west, in a de- 
file, Pancorvo is situated; a long village, with im- 
mense piles of rock impending on every side. It 
wears a very awful and tremendous aspect, which 
was heightened by the black clouds that hung upoa 
the summits of its cliffs, and soon after burst in a 
violent storm of thunder and rain. 
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Next day they entered the fruitful plains of the 
Ebroj and as the .bridge had been washed away, 
they paused it in a ferry, at Miranda. 'This town if 
well situated, but its buildings are poor, and its 
gates and streets so narrow, that, a carriage cannot 
pass them. •-.' < 

Soon after ascending the hills, at Puebla de Tririno, 
they entered Alaba, a district of Biscay, and im- 
mediately found the finest, road imaginable, made at 
the expence of the province, and carried as far as the 
frontiers of France. 

Every thing now assumed a new aspect : instead of 
tbe bare depopulated hills, the melancholy dejected 
races, the dirty ..inns, and abominable roads that they 
had been accustomed to for so niany months, they 
were here revived by the sight of a rich, studied cul- 
ture, a clean-looking, cheerful people, neat houses, 
and pleasant .travelling. > 

Biscay is the country of the ancient Cantabri, so 
slightly annexed to, the Roman empire. Their moun- . 
tains have, in all ages, afforded tbem temptations and 
opportunities of withdrawing themselves from every 
yoke that had been partially imposed on them. Their 
language is accounted aboriginal, and unmixed with 
either .Latin, French, . or Spanish. It is so totally 
different from the Castillian, that few of the peasants 
of tbe two countries understand each other. 

Tbe Biscay ners are stout, brave, and choleric to a 
proverb. Their privileges are very extensive, and 
they guard them .with a jealous eye. They have no 
bishops, and style, the king only Lord of Biscay. 

The women are beautiful as, angels,, tall, light, and 
cheerful $ their attire is neat and pastoral ; their hair 
falls in long plaits down their backs ; and a veil, or 
handkerchief, twisted round in a fantastic manner, 
serves tbem for a very becoming head-dress. , 

In the evening they reached Victoria, through one 
of the finest plains in Europe. Its fertility, popula- 
tion, and prospects all supply so many charms to the 
p 3 
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heart of taste and sensibility. Victoria enjoys an de- 
rated situation, and makes a good figure on erery ap- 
proach; but the streets are narrow and gloomy. 

Soon after, they again ascended the hills into wood* 
of oak, beech, andchesnat Near Salinas, a village 
inhabited by the workmen of the iron forges, the* 
entered the very heart of the mountains, which would 
be almost impassable, were it not for the attention paid 
to make and keep the roads in the best repair. 

The tops of all these mountains are crowned with 
forests, and the acclivities are cultivated as far as their 
nature will allow, while the valleys are thronged with 
Villages, hamlets, orchards, and gardens. The iron 
works employ a great number of hands, and give life 
and spirit to the whole province. 

Having winded along a charming valley for many 
hours, and repeatedly crossed a stream that laves it, 
our travellers passed over a high chain of mountains, 
at the Puerto de Villareal. From thence they de- 
.scended into the valley of Tolosa, a large town, swarm* 
ing with inhabitants. 

Early on the 18th, they gained the summit of a 
woody hill, from whence they overlooked the Bay of 
Biscay, Fontarabia, Andaye, the course of the Bidassoa, 
the province of Labour in France, and an immense 
range of the Pyrenees. 

By the ferryboat they passed the Bidassoa, and 
landing on the French frontier, oar author terminated 
his travels in Spain, through which he had made 4 
circle of one thousand six hundred miles, between 
the months of October and Jtme. The Bidassoa, 
fetich divides the two kingdoms, is impetuous and 
•fifficukat high water $ but a* other times cted* and 
placid, flowing through addlfctaia vale mat ifi accords 
with the idea* generally,* and too-joatfy, entertained, 
of the boundaries between two mighty ftatidto; 
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THIS Hve!y aid well written tour, in a trade hot 
often visited by common travelers, iijtablisheU 
in the form of letters, and is so interesting as well aa 
concise, thai we should be doing injustice to the 
atiihor did we ntfterkittF alter his manner. We have, 
indeed, dropped the epistolary form, and connoted 
the narrative, because oiir plan required it. We have 
alsosometiiftesassumed a different dress, and' frequently 
taken a shorter road; bat we have never lost sight of 
our intelligent and pleasing guide. This, however, 
is a compliment we meant to piy, not a liberty we 
"Wished to take. 

I landed in France, says. Mr. Wra*all, at Cher- 
bourg, on Wednesday August 2tt, 1770, Theruirta 
of the pier, which was demoMshed by our troops in 
the late war* present a mournful picture of devastav 
fion-i as they still remain exactly ih the state they 
were left by the Edglish m 1758:* The tbwfc itself 
impresses a stranger with no- high ideas of opulence or 
Cbnimerce. It is a wretched collection of house*, 
crowded together hra santiy tallev, close to* the shore, 
without ortler, cleanliness, or ekgafcee. The sitetfc 

* It were to be wished, that this description might stiU b* 
applicable to Cfcerbotirg: but who is Ignorant, that this port 
has since been' imprdttjl find forttffctf v#i#r tfcenu&$»r caie, • 
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tion, however, in the* centre of'thc channel, and 
between the two Cape9 of Barfteur and La Hogue, 
has always made it important in the eye of policy. 

As Havre de Grace has been ever esteeraedj with 
reason:, the key of High Normandy, so Cherbourg is 
of the Lower. During the many reigns in which it 
was subject to the English government, our princes 
appear to have been impressed w'uh^a due sense of its 
value. A very strong garrison was generally maintained 
in it j and Charles Vil. terminated his long train of 
victories over the timid and divided counsels of our 
Henry VI. by this important conquest. It was re- 
annexed to the crown of France in 1450 ; but owing 
to various causes, for a long series of years, was less 
attended to thai\ its importance deserved. 

About half a mile from the town is a cliff, or rock, 
of prodigious height ; the ascent to which is ,by a 
winding path. On the top 1 found a little couveni of 
penedicti'ne monks, or hermits, who have chosen to 
jqutt.the vale below, and.having retired to the bleak 
summit, cultivate a few acres of ground, barren anil 
stony, from which they procure, with difficulty, a 
miserable subsistence. The superior, after having 
shewn me the little chapel and refectory, led me to 
jhe extreme point of the cliff, on which stands a cru- 
cifix. " This," said he, " is the spot, from whence 
John, king of England, is said to have thrown his 
.nephew, Prince Arthur of Bretagne. Tradition re- 
ports, that he did it with his own hand, in a tempestu- 
ous night; and that, the sea, which, though now at 
some distance, then washed the foot of the rock, re- 
ceived the body of the unhappy prince/' This is, 
however, a very disputable fact; and there is scarcely 
any illustrious death the circumstances of which are 
jo ill ascertained as that in question. It is, indeed, 
well known, that Prince Arthur, after having been 
conducted through several provinces, with ignominy, 
by his uncle King John, finally disappeared in 1203. 
. But so far are historians from positively naming the 
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time or manner of his exit, that they disagree ia the 
place of his confinement, previous to that event. 

Another vestige of our English monarch* is yet at 
being here, which stands on incontestable authority. 
About a mile to the westward of the town, a little 
rivulet empties itself into the sea, "which is catted the 
Chantereine. In a meadow, a few paces from the 
shore, stands a small chapel, which was buHt by 
Matilda, daughter of Henry I. and mother of Henry 
II. History relates that, in the reign of Stephen* 
who usurped the throne, she passed over from Ware-* 
ham into Normandy, to raise fresh forces in support 
of her daim. Being attacked by a Violent tempest at 
tea, she had recourse to prayers, to avert the danger. 
Bepoaing her whole hope in the Virgin Marg, a&> 
cording to the superstition of the times-, she made a 
tow that, if she ever set her mot again oh land,, she 
wrottfd sing a hymn to the Virgin, on the spot Where 
ate first alighted* Her tows were heard ; the storm 
abated, ^nd she arrived happily. The instant she got 
on shore, one of the sailors reminded her of her prc*- 
xatse, hi these words, €A<mfe> re&te, wild, terre! and 
as the words wfere apokeq exactly at the mouth of this 
rivulet, they gave rise to the name which it still re- 
tains. Mot content with so small a jnark of h& 
gratitude, she erected the chapel which 1 hare men- 
tioned, and which- is called Norse Dame du Vceo. 
The story of ittofigm is there recorded at length. 
The architecture hears every mark of extreme rude- 
ness and barbarism, sflch as characterised the age in 
whicb it was built. Six centuries, which barb 
elapsed since its construction, have loosened the 
atones that compose it, and begin to' threaten its total 
rain. ' . ' 

Cherbourg f mentis to very high antiquity anil 
is said to have been originally ' catted Csesarboufg. 
Richard, the Second Duke of Normandy, uncle to 
WilUiam the Conqueror, built a strong -castle here, 
and having* ceflte in fersom toiviewiVwas so please* 
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with the situation of tbe place, and its importance, 
as it appeared to him, for the defence of his dominions, 
Chat he is said to have exclaimed in a rapture, * Ly 
castei. est un cher bourg per mi !' This circumstance 
was the .origin of its present name. Coins of several 
Roman emperors liave been dug up here at different 
times. A gentleman shewed me one, in fine preser- 
vation, of Antoninus Pius, found only a few years 
since. Tbe beautiful Val-de-Saire, which lies in the 
eastern part of the Contentin, near Cape Barfieur, is 
said to be a corruption of Vai-de- Ceres, by which 
name the Romans called it, in honour of that goddess, 
from its extraordinary fertility. 
. I left Cherbourg on Thursday morning, and after 
dining at Valognes, a considerable town, arrived at 
Carenten the following evening. The town is small, 
but the ruins of the castle are very beautiful. This 
place is celebrated in the civil wars tinder Charles IX. 
and in those of the League which followed, in tins 
reigns of Henrjr I1L and IV.., The architecture of 
the great church is elegant ; it was ■ built in tbe hi- 
.teenth century, when the Gothic structures had 
almost attained to their highest point of beauty and 
jierfection. The altar and painting, dedicated to St. 
Cecilia, are the only internal decorations that merit 
attention. This patroness of harmony apjaears playing 
jon a sort of harpsichord, her fingers running negli- 
gently over the keys. A blue mantle,* loosely buckled 
over her shoulder, exposes part of her neck to view, 
and her fair hair floats down her back* The balls of 
her eyes are thrown up to heaven irt a, fine Irensy of 
musical enthusiasm, it is only sixleagaes from Ca- 
.ienten to Coutances j but the road* eyejj at this sea- 
son of the year, is incomparably bad. The roads of 
low Normandy are infamous to a proverb'-, and I 
.should never have had the boldness to venture through 
them, had i known 'their actual state. Coontances 
has, however, in some degree, made amends for tbe 
jiififci^tjes I found in arriving a$ \i, and repaid uie by 
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the objects it affords of entertainment. It was founded 
by the Romans, who established a legion here, and 
called it Castra Constantia. It stands on a hill, which 
slopes down with prodigious rapidity. Beyond the 
vale a range of hills rises like a superb amphitheatre, 
and surrounds it on every side. The houses bear all 
the marks of antiquity in their structure and taste, 
which is rude to the greatest degree. Many of them 
have doubtless stood rive or six hundred years ; and on 
one, the style of which merits peculiar attention, is 
the date 1007, yet remaining in very legible charac- 
ters. / 

On the summit of the hill, in the centre of the 
town, stands the cathedral. There is a grotesque 
beauty spread over the whole ; and the fantastic orna- 
ments of Gothic building are mixed with a wonder- 
ful delicacy and elegance in many of its parts. It 
was begun in 1047 j and William the Conqueror, 
"king of England, assisted in person at its consecration 
some years after. I went up to die top of the great 
centre tower, to enjoy one of the finest prospects 
imaginable. The town of Granville appears hi front, 
and beyond it the little islands of Chausey. Jersey, 
at the distance of seven leagues to the north, forms a 
noble object. The country on all sides, towards St* 
Lo, A v ranches, and Carenten, is a 'garden, rich, cul- 
tivated, and tinted with woods. 

Coutances is large, but the convents considerably 
augment its size, and the monks of different orders 
constitute a great part of its inhabitants. As it is 
situated at two leagues distant from the sea, and has 
not any navigable river, it is destitute of commerce y 
bat some few provincial noblesse reside in the place, 
* I was charmed with the Coutentm, as all this part > 
of Low Normandy is called. From Cherbourg to. 
Valogxfes, it was mountainous and heathy $ but, in , 
general, the country is inferior to no part of the north 
of fiurope. Fine acclivities, clothed with wood, and - 
rkh valleys' waving with corn, form 4 most pleasing 
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scene. There is notwithstanding an apparent penary 
among the people. The hand oi oppression is visible 
in their dress, their hovels, and their whale appearance* 
I saw none of those neat and pretty peasants 90 com* 
jftonin our most sequestered villages. 

The Coutentia has given birth to some iUustnoos 
characters. Those brave and romantic heroes, so fa- 
mous in ancient story, Tancred and Robert Guiscard, 
who, after having expelled the Saracens from Apulia 
and Calabria, founded the kingdoms of Naples *&i 
Sicily, which they transmitted to their descendants, 
were Counts of Hauteville, a little town not far from 
Vafogaes. History informs us, that Robert, duke of 
Normandy, son of William the Conqueror, the most 
generous and the most necessitous prince of his age, 
mortgaged this part of his dominions to his brother 
Bnfus, before he went to the Holy Land. The sum, 
I think, was only lea thousand marks, which the ca- 
pacious Rufus levied on his English subjects. 

I teft Coutances Monday evening, in soy way to 
Granville. The distance is only six leagues, through 
X continuation of the same agreeable country which I 
ijave already described;. As I was desirous to visit 
the celebrated Mont St Michel, I hired two hones, 
ajad set out for that place in the morning* It is 
about twenty mites from Granville, and the road lying 
along the sea-shore, makes it very pleasant I got to 
Qeoet, a tittle village, before noon. From theaeeiiis 
only a league tothe Mount j but as the road is entirely 
across the saodt, which are only passable at low tide, 
it waainpUapensably requisite to procure a guide, under 
whosedfcection i arrived there at one in the afternoon* 

This extraordinary rock, for it is no mote, rises ia 
the middle of the bay, of Avranches. Mature has 
completely fortified one side, by its craggy and almost 
perpendicular ascent, which vendees ^impracticable 
for courage or address* however consummate, to scale 
ifc. The oiher part* are ausroonded by walk fenced 
with seoailunaf towers inithfcfibtttc manjaer ^buttuffi- 
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dearly strong* added to the advantages of its situation, 
to withstand any attack. At the foot of the mountain 
begins a street or town, which winds round its base 
to a considerable height. Above, are chambers in 
which prisoners of state are confined, and other build- 
ings intended for persons to reside in $ and on the 
summit is built the abbey itself, occupying a pro- 
digious space of ground, and of a strength and solidity 
equal to its. enormous, size, since it has withstood all 
the storms of heaven, in this elevated and exposed 
situation, during many centuries, I examined every 
apartment in the edifice, under the guidance of a Swiss. 

The Sale de Chevalerie, or knight's hall, reminded 
me of that at Marienbourg in Polish Prussia. Jt is 
equally spacious $ but more barbarous and rude. 
Here the knights of St. Michael used to meet in solemn 
convocation on important occasions. They were the 
defenders and guardians of this mountain and abbey, 
as those of the temple, and of St. John of Jerusalem, 
were of the holy sepulchre. At one end is a painting of 
the Archangel, the patron of their order \ and in this 
hall Louis XI. nrst instituted the order, and invested 
with the insignia, of it, the knights of the cross of St. 
Michael 

We passed on through several lesser rooms into a 
long passage, oa one side of which the guide opened 
a door, and through a narrow entrance, perfectly dark, 
he led me, by a second door, into an apartment, ©p 
ox rather dungeon, in the middle of which stood 3. 
cage. It was composed of prodigious wooden bar&j- . 
and the wicket, which admitted persons into it, wa» 
ten or twelve inches in thickness. I went into the 
inside; -the space it comprised, was about twelve or 
fourteen feet square, and it might be nearly twenty* 
feet in height. This was the abode of many eminent 
victims, in former ages, whose names and miseries are 
now forgotten. 

" There was," said my conductor, c * toward* the 
latter end of the last century, a news-writer in Hoi* ' 
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land, who bad presumed to print some very severe 
reflections on Madame de Mamtenon^and Louis XIV. 
Some months afterwards, he was induced, by a person 
neat expressly tor that purpose, to make a tour into 
French Flanders. The instant he bad quitted the Dutch 
dominions, he was put under arrest, and immediately, 
by his majesty *s express command, conducted to this 

J>lace. They shut him up in this cage. Here be 
ived upwards of three- and twenty years; and here, 
at length, he expired. During the long nights or" 
winter,'* continued the man, " no candle or fire was 
allowed him, nor was he permitted to have any book. 
He saw no human face except that of the jailer, who 
came once every day to present him, through a hole 
in the wicket, with his little portion of bread aod 
wine." 

As I stood within this dreadful engine of cruelty, I 
execrated the vengeance of the prince, who could in- 
flict so tremendous a punishment for so trivial an 
offence 5 and I hastened out of this sad receptacle, 
impressed with feelings of the deepest pity and indig- 
nation. 

" It is now fifteen years,? said the Swiss, " since 
a gentleman ended his days in that cage > this wa> 
before the time when I came to reside here ; but 
there is one instance within my own memory. Mon- 
sieur de F , a person of rank, was conducted here 

by command of the late king, and remained three 
years shut up in it. I fed him .myself every day; 
but be was allowed books and candle to divert his 
misery j and at length, the abbot, touched with his 
deplorable calamities, requested aod obtained for him 
the royal pardon. He was set free, and U now alive 
in France. 

t€ The subterranean chambers/* added he, " in this 
mountain, are so numerous* that we know them not 
ourselves. There are certain dungeons, called Oub- 
liettes, into which they were accustomed formerly to 
let down malefactors guilty of very heinous crimes : 
they provided these wretches with a loaf of bread and 
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a bottle of wine, and then they were totally forgotten, 
and left to perish by hunger ha the dark vaults of the 
rock. This punishment has not, however, been in- 
flicted by any king in the last or present century."* 

We continued our progress through the abbey. He 
led me into a chamber, in one corner or which was a 
kind of window; between it and the wall of the 
building, was a very deep space or hollow, of near a 
feet perpendicular, and at bottom was another window, 
openinjg to the -sea. It is called the Hole of Mont- 
gomery The history of it is this. In the year of 
1559, Henry II. king of France, was unfortunately 
killed at a tournament by the Count de Montgomeri. 
It was unintentional on that nobleman's part ; and he 
was forced, contrary to his inclination, to push the 
lance against his sovereign, by bis express command. 
He was a Hugonot, and not having escaped the mas- 
sacre of Paris, made head against the royal forces in 
Normandy, being supported by our Elizabeth with 
arms and money. When driven from his fortresses 
in those parts, he retired to a rock called the Tombe- 
laine. This is another mountain, similar to the Mont 
St. Michael, only three quarters of a league distant 
from it, and of nearly equal dimensions. At that 
time there was 'a castle on it, which was afterwards 
demolished, and of which scarce any traces now re- 
main. \Fiom this place of security, only accessible at 
low tides, he continually made excursions, and annoy- 
ed the enemy, who never dared to attack him. He 
coined money, laid all the adjacent country under 
contribution, and rendered himself universally dread- 
ed. Bemg desirous to surprize the Mont St. Michael, 
he found means to engage in his interests one of the 
mouks resident in tire abbey, who promised to give 
him the signal for his enterprise, hy displaying a 
handkerchief* The treacherous monk having made 

* Friends as we are' to the legitimate power of kings, we 
hope despotism will never again dare to sentence the worst 
criminal to such a fate, in any future age, or in an/ quarter 
©f the globe. • ' •. 
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the signal, armed all his associates, who waited Mont* 
gomeri's arrival. The count came, attended by fifty 
chosen soldiers, desperate, and capable of any attempt. 
They crossed the sand, and having placed their scal- 
ing-ladders, mounted one by one ; as they reached 
the top, they were dispatched without noise. Mont- 
gomery who followed last, at length discovered the 
perfidy, and escdped with only two of his men, with 
whom he regained the Tombelaine. He was after- 
wards besieged and taken prisoner by the Mareschal 
de Matignon, in 1574, at Domfront, in Normandy ; 
and Catherine of Medicis, who deles' ted him for his 
having been, though innocently, the cause of her hus- 
band's death, ordered him to be immediately executed. 

The church is an .object «f great curiosity. It is 
supported by nine pillars of most enormous dimen- 
sions, which stand upon the solid rock.. Besides 
these, there are two ethers, of still superior srae, 
which support the centre of the church, over which 
the tower is raised. If* the prodigious incumbent 
weight and the nature of the situation is considered, 
nothing less massy could sustain the building. They 
seem, indeed, as if they were designed to d£fy the 
ravages of time and the convulsions of nature. 

The treasury is crowded with innumerable relic*; 
among which some few have a real and Intrinsic | 
value. There is a fine head of Charles VI. of France 
cut in crystal, deserving attention. They have got, 
Heaven knows by what means, an arm of Edward 
the Confessor ; and they shewed me another of St. ' 
-Richard, king of England, as they called him 5 but I 
who this saint and prince was, I confess, is beyond | 
xhy comprehension. As to the monks, they know j 
nothing about it ; but they were positive be was a 
king of England.— An enormous golden cockle-sbel], 
weighing many pounds, given by Richard JI. duke of 
Normandy, when he founded the abbey, is wortk 
remarking. 

In the middle of the choir hangs a stone, which is 

d to have fallen on the head of Loui*3U, at th$ 
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Biege of Bessn$on,j without doing him the smallest 
injury. This, he conceived, and with reason, must 
have been owing, to some divine interposition; for 
the stone weighs, .1 should suppose, at least ten 
pounds. , Louis/ t&ough one of the greatest monsters 
that ever filled a t krone, was yet, at ii.tervals, exceed- 
ingly pious,: he, used to come often iu pilgrimage to 
Mont &t v Michael ; and be ordered this stone to be 
suspended by a diain in the choir, and left the income 
of certain lands for the maintenance of priests, who 
were to say masses on account of his preservation from 
?o imminent a danger. 

The refectory, the cloisters, the cells of the monks, 
are all very magnificent and spacious ; but a vast 
sum of money is now wanted to put the whole in re- 
pair, and reinstate what the lapse of ages has defaced 
and deformed. One of the great towers is cracked 
and decayed ; and other parts are verging to ruin. 

The late king, Louis XV. sequestered the revenues 
of the abbey, which are very ample. A prior is 
substituted instead of the abbot, and the number of 
monks -is reduced from thirty to fourteen. It is at 
present considered chiefly as a prison of state. The 
apartments are at this time occupied by many illus- 
trious prisoners, who have been sent here by Lettres 
de Cachet, for crimes . of state. They are detained 
in more strict or easy confinement, according to the 
royal mandate. There are at present eight in one 
range of rooms, who eat at the same table together. 
They are allowed each a pint of wine ; but neither 
knives nor forks .are ever granted them, lest they 
should commit suicide to escape the horrors of im- 
prisonment. No person is permitted to enter that 
division of the abbey in which they live, or can hold 
stay conversation with them. Four of these were 
sent here since the accession of his present majesty. 
There are others who have the liberty of going into 
every part of the mount without restraint •, but to en* 
joy tins permission, they roust be habited as priests, 
a 3 
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and of consequence be known to Gfttv one. - To 
escape, seems almost impossible; yet very lately a 
gentleman, who had been confined ten months, 
succeeded in an attempt to liberate himself. I was 
shewn the place from whence be ; let himself down 
by a rope: it is near a hundred feet perpendicular. 
He crossed the sands immediately, while the sea was 
low; and it w;is imagined he had embarked either 
for Jersey or for England, as no intelligence had been 
received concerning him. 

Some apartments are destined to a species of 
wretches yet more deplorable— I mean, to lunatics. 
There are several here who are of high* rank. In the 
cloisters of the abbey, a person accosted me m very 
polite terms.. He appeared to be above fifty years of 
age ; his dress was mean, and at his button-hole hung 
a cross* of the order of St. Michael, fantastically 
adorned with ribbons. His face, though brown and 
sickly, was noble and engaging j Uishair, of a deep 
black, mixed with grey, bung floating «po» his 
•boulders j and over his whole person was an air of 
dignity in ram. It Was the Marquis do R » ■, a no* 
bleman of Bretagne, who has been shut up hem nve- 
aiid-twenty years. He was iasaue, but harmless, and 
observed perfectly all the forins of politeness and 
food breeding. 

Though the age of pilgrhriage U nearly at an end 
hi all European 1 nations, the number of pilgrims who 
coirie annually to pay their vows to St. Michael at 
this riWnt, amounts to between eight and ten thou- 
sand. They are mostly peasants, and persons in 
mean occupations $ but ever! among thai nobility then) 
ate 1 not wanting those who are induced to make this 
j»u*h$y fftfro principles of piety* "Jbe little town at 
the fbot 6f the mount is sometimes so* crowded with 
them, that not a bdcf is to be procured. I saw sew 
*al of these devotees, while I was there. TheyaS 
^^e t^ tmbl^i^of St Michae*. 



Near* tfe foot of the mountain, close to the waves 
ef the sea, is a very fine well of fresh water ; but as 
this might be taken possession of by an enemy, they 
have contrived to form cisterns in the solid rock, pro* 
portionafe to every other part of the building, and 
capable of containing many hundred tuns of water. 
Indeed, to beViege the mountain, would be an act of 
madness ; as a hundred men might defend it agamst 
ten thousand assailants, and any number of vessels • 
nor could it, if taken, be of any benefit to the 
captors. 

Thfr town itself is almost a* much an object of ca- 
riosity as any other part of the mount. I did n6t see 
a house which seemed to have been built since the 
time of Louis XI. The whole number of persons 
resident in the abbey and in the town, does not ex* 
ceed a hundred and eighty, in time of peace. A 
militia, composed of the inhabitants, mounts guard, 
to present ariy of the prisoners from escaping. In 
time of war there are five hundred soldiers commonly 
in garrison 5 and they assured me, that in different 
parts of the abbey, thirteen thousand troops might b£ 
disposfed' of, without any tort of inconvenience or 
difficulty. 

We give an anecdote relative to this place, which 
is as honourable to the one party, as it is disgraceful 
to the other. 

In the* year 10QO, Robert, duke of Normandy, and 
Williatn Rurus, king of England, sons of William 
the Conqueror, besieged their younger brother Henry 
a long time in the Mont St. Michael. It must be pre* ' 
sumed that they were masters of the foot of the rock ; 
far otherwise! it would be impracticable to" invest it. 
llie prince could never have been reduced to surren^. 
der from fbrcefj but ha was in 'want- df water, add 
from that necessity was on the point of yielding 1 up 
the fortress, When Hbbert, with 'tbe'ttentevotenee 'and 
generosity which marked hi* character, sent him 
tetaepipeaofwiito) aad thi* succour enabled Henry 
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to hold out. Rums reproached Robert for his con- 
duct : •« Shall we then," said be, " suffer our brother 
to die of thirst t " — And what return did he meet with 
from Henry ? An imprisonment of twenty-eight 
years in a vaulted chamber of Cardiff Castle, where 
he expired. 

Having satisfied my curiosity here, I returned to 
Granville. This town is situated very pleasantly on 
a neck of land stretching into the sea. It is not small; 
but the buildings are scattered, meau, and irregular, 
extending near a milt* from one extremity to the 
other, part on the rock above, and part in the vale 
below. It h open to the .sea, and has no bay, though 
they have constructed part of a pier to shelter and 
protect the shipping. Some small redoubts and bat- 
teries have likewise been erected on the eminences 
round the place, to defend it from invasion} but they 
are of little strength. 

Leaving Granville, I next reached Ayranches 3 and 
had I l\etn a Roman Catholic, I should certainly have 
put both myself and my carriage under the protection 
of the Virgin, or of some saint who is the tutelary 
patron of travellers, before I adventured ipto such 
perilous roads, where I met with many difficulties 
and some disasters. 

Avranthes detained me a few hours. The city is 
mean, but its situation is very fine. The cathedral 
stands on a hill, which terminates, abruptly , the front 
of the church extending .to, the extreme verge of it, 
and overhanging the precipice. It bears the marks of 
high antiquity, but the towers are decayed in many 
places, though its original construction has been won- 
derfully strong. While I stood near, it,, one of the 
priest* very politely accosted me,, ana* offered, as I 
appeared to be a stranger, to give me spine .informa- 
tion respecting it. 

" The cathedral," said be, (< has been the work of 
different ages ; but the two western towers are sup- 
posed to be as old as the eighth century, . 0ne of the 
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English kings, Henry II. received absolution here 
from the Papal Nuncio, for the murder of St. Tho- 
mas -a-Becket, in 1172, and the stone on which he 
knelt doling the performance of that solemn cere* 
mony, still exists." He carried me to look at it. 
Its length is dbout thirty inches, and the breadth 
twelve. It stands before the north portal, and on it 
is engraved a chalice ia commemoration of the 
event. ~ 

The ruins of the castle of Avranches are very ex- 
tensive 9 and beneath lies a rich extent of country, 
covered with orchards, and abounding in grain. 

I resumed my journey on Sunday noon, Septem- 
ber 2d, and quitting Normandy, reached the city of 
Dol in Bretagne the same evening. Dol must attract 
the notice of every person who has any veneration for 
the remains df antiquity. Except the episcopal pa- 
hoe, Which is an elegant modern building, there is 
not a bouse Within the walls, which does not seem to 
have been built in ages the most barbarous and re- 
mote. The fortifications are in the same style, and 
appear to hare been anciently very formidable ,* and 
Indeed history confirms this. 

It was a beautiful autumnal evening, and I walked 
near half a league from the town to view a singular 
object of curiosity. In the middle of a very large 
orchard stands a single stone, between forty and fifty 
ieift high : its 'circumference near the base equals its 
height. It is called The Stone of the Field of La- 
mentation. There are no certain accounts when, or 
on what occasion, it was erected $ but the traditions 
relative to it are eijtfaHy numerous and contradictory, 
I had the pleasure to see and converse with the gen- 
tleman on whose estate it is situated. He said, the 
most approved opinion was, that Julius Caesar bad 
caused it to be erected as a trophy, to mark the ex- 
tent of his conquests, after a bloody engagement 
which he gained over the Inhabitants of Armorica. 
The peasants are folly persuaded that the devil set ti 
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up in one of his idle hoars } " but/' added he, " I 
have myself caused the earth to be removed round 
its base to the distance of forty feet on every side ; 
and I find that it joins to a prodigious rock, from 
which it seems to have sprung ; so that I am induced 
to think, notwithstanding its name, .that it may be a 
natural production." It certainly deserves an accurate 
investigation. 

Next day I got to St. Malo. The castle was built 
by the celebrated Anne of Bretagne, who annexed 
the duchy to the crown of France by her marriage 
with Charles VI I L in 14:59, S Qe was asked by the 
engineer who constructed it, what plan she would 
choose as its model ? " My coach," said she ; and 
so it is in effect. . A large square area within, con- 
stitutes the body ; two small towers in the fore part 
answer to the fore- wheels of a carriage, as two others 
of a larger size do to the hinder ones ; a projection in 
front forms the pole, and an arched, niche behind cor- 
responds to the place where the servant was used to 
stand. Conscious that posterity might accuse her of 
caprice and absurdity, she has obviated their criticisms 
in a manner truly royal K by an inscription engraved 
on the wall, and very legible at this hour — 

" Qui que gronde, tel est mon plaiair !'*. 

This must be allowed to be the reasoning. of a sove- 
reign, and ought to silence impertinence ! 

St. Malo is situated in an island joined to the con- 
tinent by a causeway. The ancient city apd bishop- 
ric were half a league distant, upon the main-land; 
but in the year 1 1 /2, the bishop, John de la Grille, 
removed his residence to the little island of St. Aaron, 
and began the town whicii now exists. The house* 
.are all lofty and elegant $ but the streets, owiug to 
the want of ground and to the number of iphabitanu, 
are narrow, dirty, and ill paved. 
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September Oth, f teft St. Malo, and lay at Hede\ 
a littJe town situated on the summit of a mountain, 
which commands a most extensive prospect. I got 
to the city of Rennes next morning. Here I had 
flattered myself with the pleasure of seeing the cele- 
brated Monsieur de la Chalotais, who, after having 
suffered, under Louis XV. all the punishments which 
despotism could inflict, was now returned to pass the 
little remainder of his days in his native province of 
Bretagne. I had received very particular letters of 
introduction to him 5 but he was gone to his seat at 
Caradeuc, the preceding day. To the honour of his 
present majesty and of the ministry, they have endea- 
voured to make him every possible compensation for 
the cruel indignities which he met with under the 
late reign, by a liberal pension, and a title ! 

I staid near two days at Rennes. It is the honorary 
capital of Bretagne, because the states are assembled 
there 3 but like all cities destitute of commerce, is 
dull and poor. Several of the principal streets are, 
however, very handsome 5 a fire which happened in 
the year 1720, and which almost reduced the whole 
place to ashes, having obliged the inhabitants to re- 
build them with great regularity. In one of the 
squares, is a tine bronze statue of Louis XV. erected 
by the province in 1744, soon after his recovery from 
a dangerous illness with which he was attacked ia 
Flanders, and which obtained, him the title of Bien- 
aime. Under the figure of the prince, appears on 
one side Hygeia, the goddess of health, with her ser- 
pent and patera ; and on the other, is the genius of 
Bretagne, kneeling on one knee, with looks expressive 
of exultation and reverence. At the foot of the pe- 
destal is an inscription in Latin. I blushed as 1 read 
it, for the monarch to whom it was offered. 

Henries is situate on the little < river Vilaine, and' 
was anciently very strongly fortified 5 but the walls 
are now in ruins, and the (fitch nearly filled up. The 
siege of the city tty $&wau&lLLXiug of fengland, is 
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very celebrated to history. The English and Breton 
army consisted of forty thousand men ; and* never- - 
theless, after having remained before it six months, 
were obliged to retire without success. 

i arrived at Nantes' on the 1 1th. This is a coble 
city, and its situation is equally advantageous and 
agreeable, being built on the easy declivity of a nil], 
sloping on every side to the river Loire. Exactly 
opposite to the spot on which stands the town* it is 
divided into several channels, by a number of small 
islands, most of which are covered with elegant 
houses. The great quay, is more than a mile in 
length y the buildings very superb, and chiefly 
erected since the peace of 1703. As its commerce is 
annually increasing, the city is consequently in a 
state of continual improvement, and advance in 
beauty. The Loire is notwithstanding very shallow ; 
and all goods are brought up in large boats from 
Painbeauf, which is niue leagues distant. At the 
eastern extremity of the town stands the castle, in 
which the ancient Dukes of Bretagne held their re- 
sidence* It was built about the year 1000 ; but the 
duke of Mercccur, who, during the long wars of the 
League, in the sixteenth eentury, rendered himself ' 
in some degree sovereign of this province, made se* I 
yeral considerable additions to it. In the chapel, 
Anne, duchess of Bretagne, and widow of Charles 
VIII. married Louis , XI I. in 1499$ and by this 
Second union, confirmed the duchy to the crown of 
France. I was shewn the chamber in which the 
celebrated Cardinal de Retz was confined by order of 
Anne of Austria, and from which hd made his. 
escape,, by letting himself down with a rope into a 
boat, which waited for him on the Loire. 

J^any of the ancient dukes of Bretagne are interredi 
in the different churches of the city. The most 
splendid of all the monuments erected to their me- 
mory, is that of Francis IL who was the last of them., 
Tr i* in the Ecrijae des Cannes i and was. raised by filial j 
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duty. 'His daughter Anne caused it to be constructed 
while she was queen of France. Michael Colutnb, a 
Breton by birth, was the artist ; and it mast be con>- 
fessed to be a master-piece of sculpture. The tomb 
is as magnificent as any of those in the abbey of St. 
Denis 5 arid not content with this proof of her attach- 
ment to her father's memory, Anne ordered her 
own heart to be deposited within a golden box, in 
the same vault. 

Nantes was anciently, like almost every consi- 
derable city in Europe, very strongly fortified. Peter 
de Dreux, one. of the dukes of Bretagne, surrounded 
it With walls, which have only been demolished 
within these few years. The bridge is an object of 
curiosity. . It is near a mile and a half in length, being, 
continued across all the little islands in the Loire, 
from north to south. There are two other smaller 
rivers, which unite at this city, one of which is called 
the Erdre. I ascended this river about two leagues, 
to a gentleman's chateau, where I dined. The Me- 
ander* so famous in Grecian fable, can hardly exceed 
the Erdre in beauty. It winds between groves of 
chesnut, oak, and poplar, which cover the banks to 
the edge of the water, and which are only broken by 
vineyards, gardens, and elegant villas. About half 
way are the ruins of a celebrated fortress, formerly 
possessed by the Hogonots, called the Castle de la 
Verriere 5 and at the distance of a mile from the house, 
where 1 passed the day, is an ancient mansion sur- 
rounded' with thick woods, .which belong to Peter 
Landais, the infamous and unworthy favourite of 
Francis II.** % 

Bretagne is by no means so fertile or so cultivated 
a province as Normandy. The interior part is chiefly 
open and healthy, but the sea-coasts are more po- 
pulous, and the soil is richer. Round this city, and 
to the southwaf d, in the Pays de Betas, vines are very 
plentiful, and they make a thin sour wine, known by 
the name of Vin Nantois. 

vol. xvut. * 
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The origin of Nantes is very uncertain, and is lost 
in remote antiquity. The Romans doubtless had a 
station here. In the year 1580, among the rains of 
'8 tower demolished at that time, was found a stone, 
which, by order of the magistrates, was transferred 
in 1006 to the Hotel de Ville. The inscription on 
it, as follows, has greatly exercised the attention of 
Antiquaries. It is very legible, and in Roman cha- 
racters. 

€t NUMlfiUB : AU6UST0R : 

DEO : VOL : JANO. 

M : GBMEL : SECUNDUM ET C. SEDAT : FLOEUS. 

ACTOR .' VICANOR. PORTENT. TRIBUNAL. C. M. 

L0CI8 EX 6T1FB CONLATA FOSUERUNT." 

I cannot forbear mentioning one other monument, 
equally singular. Near a bridge which crosses the 
Loire, called Le Pont de la belle Croix, is a stone 
fixed in the wall, with the remains of a defaced in- 
scription on it. It was placed there to mark the spot 
where Gilles, Mareschal de lletz, was burnt, under 
the reign of Charles VII. This nobleman was ac- 
cused of, and condemned to die for, crimes, -which 
were said to be too horrible and flagitious even to be 
named. They were never divulged, but covered up 
in darkness 'and mystery. I was assured, that the 
Mareschal de Retz's trial is yet preserved among the 
archives of the city $ but that it had never been 
opened, from the same motives of horror and caution 
which originally actuated his judges. I must confess, 
that this whole story appears to me vary extraor- 
dinary. 

On Saturday night, the 16th of September, I slept 
sit AigrofeiUe, and breakfasted next morning at Mob* 
tague, the first town in Poitou. I continued my jour- i 
ney the whole day through that province, and arrived, 
ail the sun went down, at Moreille. The evening was 
uncommonly beautiful, and I ahould have proceeded j 
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some niiles farther, if a very large convent, which 
stood opposite the post-house, in one of the finest 
situations to be conceived, had not rivetted my atten- 
tion. The great gates were open, and admitted me 
into a spacious court, or lawn, in front of the building. 
Here I met the prior, a thin, spare figure, in ap- 
pearance past his fiftieth year 3 if his dress did not tend 
to deceive my judgment. He accosted me with ex- 
treme politeness ; and on my informing him that I 
yas a traveller, iaduced by curiosity to visit his con- ' 
vent, he conducted me into the church, and through 
the apartments. " We are," said he, " of the Cister- 
cian order, and owe our foundation to Eleanor, queen 
of England, and wife to Henry II. ; but during die 
unhappy wars of the league, the chief scene of which 
lay in this part of the kingdom, our archives were all 
carried away, and the building itself defaced, by the 
soldiers of Coligni." 

He afterwards invited me to supper. Our repast 
was served up with great elegance, and followed by 
a desert from the gardens of the priory, which are 
very extensive. 1 staid till near midnight, and left my 
generous host with the utmost regret. 

I got to Marans en the 18th. It is a miserable town, 
situated on the river Sevre, which divides Poitou front 
the Pays d' Aunis. At a small distance from the place, 
on the bank of the river, towards its efflux, tradition 
yet points out the spot rendered celebrated by the in- 
terview of Louis XI. of France, and his brother 
Charles, duke of Guyenne. The artful monarch ex* 
hausted, in vain, all his treacherous policy to gain his 
brother j and their interview, like most others between 
princes; was unaccompanied with any lasting or bene- 
ficial effect. 

It is only twenty miles from Marans to Rochelle, 
through a rich country, covered with vines. This city, 
so famous in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
4e refuge, at that time, of the Hugonots, and their 
grand barrier against the royal power, is still a com* 
12 
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raercial and populous place, though much declined 
from its ancient lustre. The port, though it is inca-r 
pable of admitting vessels of any considerable burthen, 
is yet well calculated for trade. At the entrance are 
two very noble Gothic towers, called the Tour de St. 
Nicolas, and the Tour de la Chaine'. They are now 
in a state of decay, but were anciently designed to 
protect the town and harbour. Without these towers 
is an outer port, and beyond all lies the road, well 
sheltered by the islands of K6, Oleron, and Aix. 

This place has no claim to any remote antiquity. 
It was only a little collection of houses on the shore, 
inhabited by fishermen, when William IX. last Count 
of Poitou, rendered himself master of it in 1139- 
Prom that prince it descended to his only daughter 
Eleanor, who, after her divorce from Louis VII. of 
France, brought all her ample dowry in marriage to 
Henry II. of England. 

The reformed religion, which was first introduced 
•into the kingdom about 1540, met with a most fa- 
vourable reception here 5 and under Charles IX. this 
place became the grand asylum of the Protestants. 
The massacre of Paris was followed soou after by the 
memorable siege of Rocbelle, which began in No- 
vember 1572, and was raised in June 1573. Enthu- 
siasm supplied the besieged with constancy and cou? 
rage, which rendered them superior to the assailants ; 
and the Duke of Anjou, afterwards Henry III. who 
commanded the royal army, was happy to find a pre- 
text, in his election to the crown of Poland, for with, 
drawing his shattered troops j afte* having lost twenty- 
two thousand men before the place. This success 
conduced towards inspiring them with resolution to 
withstand Louis XIII. in 1627 ; but Richlieu's daring 
genius was not to be vanquished. After having pre- 
cluded every source of assistance by sea and land, and 
having invested the place for thirteen months, it stir* 
rendered to the mercy of the king. The calamities 
which the garrison endured, from famine, are only 
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to be compared with those of Jerusalem under Titus« 
This was the last effort of religious opposition, and 
the era which established an unlimited royal power 
throughout the kingdom of France. 

I carefully inspected the celebrated mound erected 
by Richlieu, When the sea retires, it is still visible ; 
and I walked out upon it above three hundred feet. 
It extends from aide to side, across the whole har- 
bour, nearly an English mile in length. Its breadth 
is more than one hundred and fifty feet, and it widens 
continually towards the base. No effort of art or 
power can possibly impress the mind with so vast and 
sublime an idea, of the genius of Richlieu, as does thia 
bulwark against the sea : it almost appears more that* 
the work of man. A small opening of about two 
hundred feet was left by Pompey Targon, the archi- 
tect who constructed it, to admit vessels, and to shut 
up by chains fixed across it. A tower was likewise . 
erected at each end, no remains of which are now to 
be seen. Neither the Duke of Buckingham nor thrf 
Earl of Lindsey, who were successively sent from; 
England to the aid of the besieged, by Charles I. 
dared to attack this formidable barrier; they. were 
obliged to retire, and to leave Rochelle to its fate. 
In all probability, a thousand yeare v aided by storms/ 
and all the fury of the sea, will make little or no im* 
pression on this mound* which is designed to endure 
as long as the fame of the cardinal, its author. 

From the northern point of the harbour, is a fine 
view of the three island*, R6, Qleron, and Aix. It 
was on the former of these that the Duke of Buck- 
ingham landed, and; after his fruitless attempt on the 
citadel of. St. Martini was repulsed- with the loss of 
eight thousand men. This little island, which is only 
six league* in length, is separated from the mainland 
by a channel of three miles broad, Jt contains about 
twenty thousand inhabitants, and is better cultivated 
than the finest province of France ; while Oleron, 
which it more than double its* size, has notnear that 
it 3 
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number of people, and is neither in the same state of 
cultivation nor improvement. This' contrast is the 
result of their different political situations, the island 
of R6 being free, and exempt from all duties or 
taxation. 

On the southern side of the port stands a convent of 
Minims, erected by Louis XIII. after the aiege in 
1628, to pray for the souls of those who perished be- 
fore La Rocbelle. When Charles IX. began to invest 
it in 1572, there were, at that time seventy-two thou* 
aand persons in the city. In the second siege, they 
had diminished to twenty-eight thousand j and, at 
present, the inhabitants are only between seventeen 
and eighteen thousand j of which scarce two thousand 
are reputed Hugonota. Religious zeal and animosity 
have entirely subsided ; and the citizens are esteemed 
to be as well attached to the crown as any in France. 
' The weather was now the most serene and delight- 
ful that could be imagined* The vintage was already 
begun round the city, and the peasants were engaged 
in all that happy festivity natural to the season and 
the employment. No scene can be more delightful 
than happy labourers, amidst abundant fertility. 

On the 21st of September J left Kochelle. The 
distance from that town to Rochfoft is seven leagues, 
the first four of which are exceedingly pleasant, the 
road lying along the sea-shore, and in view or the 
islands of Oleron and Aix. It is now almost a cen- 
tury 6ince Louis XIV. constructed Rochfort, in the 
midst of marshes, which were expressly drained for 
that purpose. Colbert was then the first minister, 
. and, it is said, he used to call it La Ville d*Or, from 
the prodigious sums his master had expended there, 
lime has, however, evinced the utility of the project, 
and the port is become as necessary and important to 
the crown of France, as either Brest or Toulon. It 
is situated on the river Charente, about five leagues 
from . its mouth. I passed several hours in the dif- 
ferent magazines and dock-yards. Every thing ap» 
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pears to be under admirable regulation, and the seve- 
ral branches of naval equipment are carried on with 
the utmost vigour and dispatch. 

The number of workmen commonly employed at 
Rochfort, is about nine hundred, and to these are 
added six hundred galley-slaves, who are occupied in 
the most painful and laborious branches of service. 
They are chained two and two, with heavy fetters, 
constantly guarded, and confined in a long building . 
erected for that purpose in the centre of the yard. 
Some of these wretches are thus detained for a term 
of years ; others during life. The precautions used 
to prevent their escape are excellent, and improved on 
continually by experience ; yet, in spite of every ob- 
stacle, they are continually eluded. So strong is the 
love of liberty in the heart of man, even when it has, 
lost every other valuable principle ! 

The armory, the rope-walks, the store-houses of 
every Jsind, are all in the best order, and kept with 
prodigious neatness. Louis XIV. fortified the. city at 
the time he constructed it j but its situation, at so 
considerable a distance from the sea, renders it suffi- 
ciently secure from any attack 5 and they have, there- 
fore, lately closed up the battlements, and neglected 
the fortifications. It is laid out with great beauty and 
elegance. The streets are all very broad and straight, 
extending through the whole place from side to side j 
but the buildings do not correspond with them in 
beauty, as they are mostly low and irregular. 

The province of Saintonge, of which this city is 
the capital, begins at a small distance from Rochfort. 
The antiquities, which Saintes still contains, detained 
me there for some time* It was a Roman colony, 
and those conquerors of the earth, who polished the 
nations they subdued, have left behind them several 
traces of 'their magnificence. In a hollow valley, be* 
tween two mountains, and almost adjoining to one of 
the suburbs, are the ruins of the amphitheatre! 
Though, now in the last stage of decay, its. appearance t 
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is august and venerable. In some parts* scarce any 
of the arches are to be seen $ bat the epst end is still 
in a great degree of preservation. A triumphal arch, 
on which is an inscription in Roman letters, merits, 
likewise, attention, it was erected to Germanicas, 
on the newt of his death, so universally lamented 
throughout the empire. 

The Charente surrounds this city $ and though that 
river cannot compare with the Loire or the Rhone, in 
size and depth, yet the actions which have been per* 
formed on its banks, in different ages, will render it 
immortal in history. At Taittebourg, only six miles 
from hence, and nearer to its mouth, was fought the 
battle between Henry III. of England and St. Louis, 
.where the latter was conqueror, and in which he gave 
prods of almost unexampled prowess and intrepidity, 
by defending, almost alone, the passage of a bridge 
against the whole English army, during some mi- 
nutes. Francis I. one df the most amiable and ac« 
complished princes who ever reigned in France, was 
born in I4gi, at Cognac, only seven leagues higher 
up on the Charente. Two leagues beyond Cognac is 
the famous plain of Jarnac, where the Hugonots 
were beat in 156$, by the Duke of Anjou, afterwards 
Henry III. and where the great Louis, first Prince of 
<?onde, was assassinated by Montesquiou. 

Except the remains of Roman grandeur yet visible 
at Saintes, the place contains very little to detain or 
amuse a traveller. It is built with great irregularity j 
the street* are narrow and winding, the houses mean, 
and almostrall of them very old. The cathedral has 
been repeatedly defaced and destroyed by Normans 
and Bugonote, who made war alike on the monu- 
ments of. art or piety. One tower amy escapedTtheir 
rage, which is said to have been built as early as the 
year SOD, by Charlemagne. It is. of an enormous 
magnitude, both as to height and cipc umfer enoe. 
These circumstances have, probably, conduced more 
lo its preservation, during tie wry of war, than any 
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veneration for the memory of its founder, or for the 
sanctity of its institution. 

The reformed religion seems far on the decline in 
this province, where anciently it had gained so many 
votaries. The reason is evident 5 — the fervours of de- 
votion, warm and animated in the beginning* are 
nourished by persecution, but unhappily become Ian* 
guid and extinct in an age of more mild and tolerating 
principles. Interest is ever present, ever intimately 
felt by mankind. The established religion holds out 
offices and honours 5 Protestantism is barren : her re* 
wards are in another world ; but they are worth all 
our temporal sufferings and all oar solicitude. 

I continued my journey from Saintes, and slept 
the first night at Pons, a small town, agreeably situ*' 
ated on a mountain. Near the summit, in the centre 
of the place, is an ancient castle belonging to the 
Prince de Marsan, which commands an extensive and 
luxuriant prospect of the vales of Saintonge and An- 
goumois, covered with vines, and watered by two or 
three fine rivulets, which lose themselves, after many 
windings, in the Charente. I entered the province 
of Guyenne the next day, and arrived at Blaye, on 
the northern bank of the Garonne, on Tuesday the 
4th of October. I put my carriage into a boat, and 
Game up to Bourdeaux by water v a distance of about 
seven leagues. At Blaye, the^river is above four- 
miles in breadth, but it diminishes insensibly as it ap- 
proaches Bourdeaux. Nearly half way between the 
two places is the mouth of the river Dordogne, which , 
after running through the Limosin and Perigord, 
empties itself into the Garonne. The. prospect, at the 
conflux of these two streams, is wonderfully pic- 
turesque. Few spots have more attractive charms. 

Our passage from Blaye was long, and the son was 
setting as we turned round a point of land, which 
ojjened to us the city of Bourdeaux at the distance of 
three miles, fne effect on the spectator is exceedingly 
striking. It describes the figure of a crescent more 
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than a league in length, the building* of which, near 
the water side, are all modern, lofty, and very elegant 
This view is equal to any I have seen. 

The favourable impression which Bourdeaux cannot 
fail to make on a stranger, at his first arrival, is well 
confirmed by farther acquaintance with it, Pleasure 
seems to have as many votaries here as commerce; 
luxury and industry reign within the same walls, and 
that in the most extensive degree. The air of courts 
is ever effeminate, seducing, and voluptuous. Com- 
mercial cities are usually marked by opposite manners, 
and the love of gain, powerful in its influence over 
the human heart, generally obscures, and absorbs the 
softer passions. Here, however, these rules are by 
no means verified. Luxury and dissipation are more 
openly patronized, and have made a more universal 
eorjquest, than in half the capitals of Europe. It is 
natural to seek for {he reason of this. We shall find 
k chiefly in the genius of the French nation, and in 
the spirit of the government, which rather encourages 
nan represses luxury among all Banks of people. Su- 
perstition, the only engine capable* of opposing the 
torrent, has ceased in France, where the Virgin is 
held in as little estimation as among us. Divest man- 
kind of the influence which religion, interest, and de- 
corum have over them,, what restraint can be imposed 
on the gratification of their passions? 

The ancient city of Bourdeaux, though considerable 
in point of size, was, at the accession of Louis XIV. 
ill built, badly paved, dangerous, without police, or 
any of those municipal regulations indispensably requi- 
site to fender a city splendid or elegant. It has en* 
tirery changed its appearance within these last thirty 
yean. The public edifices are very noble, and all the 
atseets, newly built, are regular and handsome. The 
quays, along the Garonne, are four miles in length, 
and the river itself is considerably broader than the 
Thames at X«ondon bridge. On the opposite side, a 
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range of bills, covered with woods, vine-yards, 
churches, and villas, extends beyond the view. 

Almost in the centre of the town is a tine eques- 
trian statue, in bronze, erected to the late king m 
1743. This inscription is so pathetic, so simple, and so 
much addressed to the heart, that I have retained it 
in my memory* 

" LtTDOVlCO ftUINDBCIMO, 

SJBPB VICTORI, SEMPER PACIFIC ATOM ; 

SUOS OMNBS, Q.UAM LATE SEGXUM PATET 

PATEKNO PECTORB GERENTI $ 
SUORUM IK ANIMIS FENIT0S HABITAKT1." 

The beauty of the river Garonne, and the fertility 
of the adjoining country, were probably the causes 
which induced the Romans to lay the foundations of 
this city. The ruins of a very large amphitheatre yet 
remain, constructed tinder the emperor Gallienus j 
it is of brick, as are most of the edifices of that period, 
when the empire was verging to its fall, and the arts 
began rapidly to decline. 

During the irruptions of the barbarous nations, and 
peculiarly in those which the Normans repeatedly 
made, Bourdeaux was ravaged, burnt, and almost 
entirely destroyed. It only began to recover again 
under Henry II. of England, who, having united it 
to the crown by his marriage with Eleanor of Aqui- 
tain, rebuilt it, and made it a principal object of his 
policy to restore the city again to the lustre from 
which it had undeservedly fallen. 

The Black Prince received all Guyenne, Gascony, 
and many inferior provinces in full sovereignty from 
his father Edward III. 5 he brought his roy air captive, 
John, king of France, to this city, after the battle of 
Poitiers in 1359 j and held nis court an< * residence 
here during eleven years. His exalted character, his 
uninterrupted series of good fortune, his victories, his 
modesty, his affability, and his munificence, drew 
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strangers to Bourdeaux from every part of Europe j 
but all this splendor soon disappeared. He lived to 
experience the ingratitude of those he had protected ; 
and, in the meridian of lite, became a prey to disease, 
which brought him to an untimely end, 

Bourdeaux presents few remains of antiquity. The 
cathedral appears to be very old, and has suffered con- 
siderably from the effects of time. The unfortunate 
Duke of Guyenne, brother to Louis XL who was 
poisoned in 1473, lies buried before the high altar. 
The adjacent country, more peculiarly the Pays de 
Medoc, which produces the finest clarets, is exceed- 
ingly pleasant; aud at this season, when the peasants 
were all engaged in the vintage, formed one of the 
most delicious landscapes in the world. 

I left Bourdeaux on the 10th of October, and 
taking the road to Agen, along the southern bank of 
the Garonne, I crossed that river at Langon, a little 
town pleasantly situated on its banks ; and stopped in 
the evening at La Reole. While supper was getting 
ready, 1 took a walk to see the place. The sun had 
set, but the sky was without a cloud, arid the air per- 
fectly serene. The castle of La Reole overhangs tbe 
waters of the Garonne, and is reflected on its surface; 
time has crumbled many of the battlements into ruiu, 
but enough yet remains to shew its former splendor. 
Catherine of Medicis resided in it some time, during 
•ne of the journeys which she made into the southern 
provinces j and Henry IV. then only king of Navarre, 
had here an interview with her, at which he fell in 
love with the beautiful Mademoiselle d'Aylle, one of 
her maids of honour. 

I dined the ensuing day at Aiguillon. On the bill 
above the town, stands the chateau of the celebrated 
duke d'Aguillon, who has lived to experience the 
most severe reverse of fortune j and after having been 
the minister and the favourite of Louis XV. is now 
sentenced to pass the remainder of his days, an exile 
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id bis own house, deprived of power, and unaccom- 
panied even with that compassion which often attends 
illustrious persons in disgrace* « 

I reached Agen in the x afternoon. The country 
through which 1 passed from Langon, where I crossed 
the Garonne, to the gates of that city, is fertile beyond 
any I have seen in Europe. The hills are all covered 
with vineyards to the summit, and the valleys scarce 
require the industry' of the peasants to produce, in 
plenty, whatever is necessary for their subsistence. 
The climate, at tins , season, is delicious ; and no 
narks of winter appear in any of the productions of 
nature. Cherry-trees, figs, acacias, poplars, and elms, 
are in full verdure ; in many places, where they bor- 
der on the side of the road, the vines have run up, 
and mixed their clusters among the boughs, in a truly 
beautiful and picturesque style. 

In the midst of this charming country, in a plain, 
close to the Garonne, stands the city of Agen. Be* 
bind it, to the north, rises a very highhril, called Le 
Rocher de la belle Vue. 1 went up to the summit, 
on which there is a convent. The chapel and some* 
of the adjoining cells are hollowed out of the rock. It 
is said that these apartments are very ancient, and 
were made many centuries ago by hermits, who re- 
tired thither from motives of devotion and austerity. 
The prospect is beautiful, overlooking the Condomois, 
Agcnois, and Armagnacj beneath, lies the ciiy of 
Agen, and through the meadows which surround in, 
roils the Garonne. One of the monks shewed me the 
apartments of the convent ; and in the recesses of the 
rock he led me to a spring which is never dry, and 
which he assured me had been opened by miracle, at 
the intercession of some holy recluse in ages past. 
Their little refectory was hung with portraits of th* 
same monastic heroes, among which was St. William, 
Duke of Aquitaine ; and at the upper end, in golden 
letters, was written Silentium. s | 

voir, xyiii. a ' ' 
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Agea is a very mean and disagreeable place; the 
house* are ill built, the streets narrow, crooked, and 
dirty. I saw only one building, which appeared to 
me deserving of notice It ii a chapel belonging to a 
nunnery oL Carmelites. The walls ate exquisitely 
paiuted in Chiaro Oscuro, and the deception of tie 
roof, which is executed in the same manner, is ad- 
mirable. The high altar is magnificent, and adorned 
with a piece of painting, the subject of which is very 
interesting, it is a nun, sinking under the trans- 
ports of holy contemplation. Above, descends a ra- 
diant figure, with looks of tenderness and pleasure, 
surrounded with the glories of the skies, too strong 
for mortal sight. If it had not been a religious edifice, 
I should have supposed it to be the story of Jupiter 
and Seuiele, to which it bears the most apt resem- 
. blance. Near the piece is this iusenptian : 

" ftUlD NON CONATU* AMOK ! 

CO 8 LOS IN TfiKlUS AD03C8BA*& 

CARMELI JflLIM TEKTAJIUK^ 

ANNO SALUTIS 

1773-" * 

We are used to apprehend the condition of a young 
woman, who has taken the veil, to be very miserable. 
In general it may be so ; but there are some, I doubt 
not, supremely happy. Enthusiasm ha? ample room 
to exert her powers, amid the gloom of the convent, 
and to raise her votary above the poor gratifications of 
earth. 

" To sounds of heavenly harps sbe dies away* 

u And melts In visions of eternal day.** 

Agen has anciently been fortified, and the Gothic 
battlements and turrets yet remain almost entire round 
the whole place. Margaret of Valois, daughter of 
IJenry II. of France, and wife to Henry IV. sore- 
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riownet! fcr Bergenias, her adventures, and her gal- 
lantries, kept her little court some time at this city, 
during the civil wars which desolated France. The 
Agenois was part of that fine domain, which, by the 
peace of Bretigni, in 1360, was ceded to the crown 
of England, and constituted part of the territories 
governed by Edward, the Black Prince. It followed 
the fate of Guyenne under Charles VII. who recon- 
quered it, and for ever re-annexed it to the dominions 
Of France. 

I continued my journey from Agen on Thursday 
evening the Sth, and at Layrac I once more crossed 
die Garonne. The passage is difficult, and sometimes 
dangerous, the river being very rapid, and running 
between high banks. — I stopped a few hours at the 
city of Leytoure. As it is situated on a mountain, 
the sides of which are very steep, I left my carriage 
below, and walked up alone. Here, from, the sum- 
mit, I had the first view of the Pyrenees, at the dist- 
ance of ninety miles ; their heads lost in clouds, aad 
covered with eternal snow. While I stood gazing on 
these stupendous distant mountains, a gentleman very 
politely accosted me, and observing that I was a 
stranger, entered into conversation with me, and of- 
fered his services to point out any thing worthy of 
observation in the place. 

"This town/* said he, u was a Boman colony, 
slnd called by them Lectoura. Many antiquities have 
been discovered here ; and a beautiful fountain, which 
springs from the side of the hill, near the episcopal 
palace, is declared, by immemorial tradition, to have 
been consecrated to Diaca, who had a temple near the 
spot. Id succeeding ages, Leytoure belonged to the 
counts of Armagnac, who were great vassels of the 
crown of France, and sovereigns in their own terrw 
lories. The last of these princes, John V. was put 
to death in this city. His history was very singular. 
He bega*n his reign in 1450. The youngest of his 
sisters, Isabella, was a princess of uncommon beauty 
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and accomplishments ; the count conceived an un- 
happy passion for her, and, unable to repress or ex- 
tinguish it, he determined, in defiance of every ob- 
stacle, to make her his wife. He married her pub- 
licly, but the reigning pope, offended at so incestuous 
aa union, denounced, against him a sentence of ex- 
communication ; and Charles VII. king of France, 
prepared to enforce it by the instant seizure of his 
-dominions. The count, abandoned by his subjects, 
and incapable of resistance, fled to Fontarabia, carry- 
ing with him his beloved sister. Having, however, 
at the intercession, of the Count de Foix, obtained his 
pardon, and the restoration of his possessions, here- 
turned to Leytoure, leaving the beautiful and unhappy 
Isabel in Spain, where she died in the utmost ob- 
scurity, Louis XI. from the desire of uniting so ample 
a fief to the crown .of France, declared war against 
John, and in 14/3, an army under the command of 
Peter de Beaujeu, his son-in-law, was sent into Ar- 
naagnac. John retired to Leytoure, in which place he 
was invested. He capitulated on very honourable 
terms, and on the most solemn assurances of being 
continued in the possession of his dominions. Bat 
while the treaty was on the point of being signed, and 
the count, confiding in the honour of the king, re* 
rait ted his usual vigilance, the soldiers broke into the 
town, and he was himself murdered in his own palace. 
Louis immediately seized on his possessions, as es- 
cheated to the crown/' 

When the gentleman had concluded this affecting 
story, he conducted me to the brow of the mountain, 
where are still the remains of a castle. " la this for- 
tress," said he, " the noble and unfortunate Mareschal 
de Montmorenci, (grandson to the famous constable 
of France of the same name,) was confined, after the 
battle of Casteinaudari, in 1632. So amiable was.hi$ 
character, so general was the attachment borne to 
hiip, and so detested was the cardinal de Richlieu, bis 
ijnemy, that the ladies of the place attempted, by * 
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stratagem, to procure him his liberty. They sent him, 
as a present, a large pye, in whica was concealed a 
silken ladder of ropes. He lose mo time in endeavour- 
ing to avail himself of this instrument for his escape, 
and having fixed it, the same evening, to the window 
ef bis apartment, he ordered his valet to descend first; 
will* intent to follow him ; but the servant, having 
unfortunately missed his hold, fell, and broke his 
thigh. The sentinels, alarmed at his cries, ran to the 
spot, and intercepted the Mareschal, who was soon 
after conducted to Tonloese, and pat to death." 

My polite conductor quitted me, and I continued . 
my walk alone. Leytoure occupies a level space of 
more than half a mile in* circumference, on the sum- 
mit of a mountain. The fortifications in many parts 
itte vet entire; and the sitttetku* admirably calculated 
ror defence, wa« probably the motive which induced 
the Romans to construct a cky there. 

I left Leytoure at noon, and arrived the following 
night at Auseh, the distance being only five-and- 
twenty miles. This place-is* the capital of Arraagnac, . 
and like Leytoure, it lies on the summit and declivity 
ef a very steep hill, which is surrounded by other bills 
that rise at a small distance; Through the vale below 
runs a mulet, called the Gers. The inhabitants of 
Ausch are about six thousand; tbebuildingsare modem 
and elegant; the streets, though in general narrow, 
yet are clear* and well paved. In the centre of the 
city stands the cathedral, which is one of the most 
magnificent ift France, both as to it* construction, and 
the interna* decoratiofj*. The paiated windows are 
eery mrerio* to those of Gouda in Holland* The 
chapels are of equal beauty y and ornamented at a 
prodigious expense. 

The income ef the see of Ausch, which is arcbiepisu 

copal, amounts annually to three mmdtoed thousand 

Hires. The palace corresponds with those ample ve* 

vermes, and is a very handsome building. The apart* 

- i* - . 
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ments are famished with a voluptuous splendor, rather 
becoming a temporal thao a spiritual prince j and in 
the chamber, where the archbishop himself sleeps, I 
could not help smiling at a number of holy relics, 
which be has disposed round a bed, on which Helio* 
gabalus might have reposed. The library is very ample, 
and adorned with some portraits. Among these, a 
fine head of the Cardinal de Polignac, who was arch- 
bishop of Ausch, drew my attention. There is infi- 
nite genius marked in the countenance. A pale face , 
the contour* oval ; an aquiline nose, and an eye look- 
ing forward into futurity. Over his scarlet robe hangi 
the cross of the Holy Ghost, on his breast. 

The country through which I passed to the sooth of 
the Garonne, is much more hilly, or rather mountain- 
ous, than that on the northern side of the river. It 
is not however less fertile or agreeable. Though I am 
informed that every article of life is more than 
doubled in price, within these last tea years, yet this 
province is still accounted one of the cheapest in the 
kingdom. The common wine of Armagnac* is at 
present only five farthings a bottle : hares, partridges, 
and every kind of game, are found in vast abundance, 
and proportionably moderate. 

Continuing my journey from Ausch, at Rabas- 
teins, a little town, I entered the province of Bi- 
gorre, and got the same evening to Tarbes, which 
is the capital. My intention was to have visited Ba- 
rege, so famous for its medicinal baths ; but its situ- 
ation, in the midst of the Pyrenees, where the winter 
was already begun, and which were covered at this 
time with snow, induced me to relinquish m/ design. 
I stayed a day at Bagneres de Bigerre, a place hardly 
less celebrated than Barege. It is only about twelve 
miles distant from Tarbes, and the road lies through 
a rich vale at the end of which, immediately uuder 
the Pyrenean mountains, stands the town. It is ge- 
nerally crowded with company during the summer. 
Nothing can exceed the environs of Bagnere* in beau- 
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ty. Even at this advanced season, when nature is ou 
her decline, and the leaves begin to assume the hue of 
autumn, the country yet retains a thousand charms. 
The Pyrenees, which rise above the town, and whose 
craggy summits are lost in clouds, form an object 
the most magnificent that fancy can form j while on 
the other side appear fertile valleys, covered with 
vines and interspersed with hamlets. There are many 
springs near Bagneres, both warm and cold, which 
issue out of the mounjains, and are of different vir- 
tues. Those called Les Bains de Salut are the prin- 
cipal $ they are about half a mile from the town ; and 
the walk to them, between the' hills, is equally agree- 
able and romantic. 

I could not help regretting that the year was too 
far advanced to permit me to pass some weeks among 
the Pyrenees. An admirer of nature must find ample 
subject for reflection and the greatest sources of enter, 
tainment amidst the extraordinary scenes which pre- 
sent themselves in this chain of rocks, stretching from 
the Atlantic to the Mediterranean. 

I left Tarbeson Wednesday the 18th, and got to 
Ran in six hours, the distance about thirty miles. 
The province of Beam begins about a league from 
Tarbes, at the ascent of a very steep and lofty moun- 
tain, which divides it from Bigorre. The city of 
Ban will be for ever memorable in history, since it 
was the birth-place of Henry IV. That immortal 
prince was born in the castle, then the usual resi- 
dence of the kings of Navarre. It stands on one of 
the most romantic and singular spots that can be i ma- 
gined, at the west end of the town, upon the browof 
a rock which terminates perpendicularly. Below 
runs the Gave, a river, or rather a torrent, which 
rises in the Pyrenees, and empties itself into the 
Adour. On the other side, is a ridge of hills, covered 
with vineyards, which produce the famous Vin de 
Jorencon, so much admired 5 'and beyond all, at the 
distance of nine leagues, appear the Pyrenees them* 



selves, covering the horizon from east to 'west, and 
bounding the prospect. The castle, though bow in, a 
state of decay* is still habitable ; and the apartments 
are hung with tapestry, said to be the work of Jane, 
queen of Navarre, and mother of Henry IV. 

In a chamber, which, by its size, was formerly a 
room of state, is a fine whole length portrait of that 
queen. Her dress is very splendid^ and resemble* 
those in which our Elizabeth is usually painted, Her 
head-dress is adorned with pfjirls; round her neck 
she wears a ruff ; ant) her arms, which are likewise 
covered with, pearls, are concealed by her habit quite 
down to the wrist* The ringers of her right hand 
play on the strings of a guitar ; and in her left she 
holds an embroidered handkerchief* The painter 
has drawn her as youofj yet not in the first bloom of 
youth. Her features ace regular, her ^ountenaBce 
thin, but rather inclining tof long ; the eyes hazel, 
and the eye-brows finely arched. Her nose is well 
formed, though large, and her mouth pretty. She 
was a great princess, of high spirit, and- undaunted 
magnanimity ; bat she has met with her enemies and 
revilers. 

In; one of the adjoining chambers* is another portrait 
of Henry IV. himself, when a boy ; and on the second 
floor is the apartment in, which he was bora. The 
particulars of his birth are, in themselves* so curious, 
and as relating to so great and good a prince, that an 
enumeration of them cannot rail to be interesting* 
His mother,' Jane, had already lost two sonsv thetdaka 
de Beaumont, and the count de Marie. Henry d'Al- 
bret, her father, anxious to see an heir to his domi- 
nions, enjoined her (when she accompanied* her hus- 
band, Anthony of Bourbon, to the wars of Picardy, 
against the, Spaniards) if she proved with child, to 
x return to Pau, and to lie in there, as he would him- 
self superintend the education of the infant, from the 
moment of its birth. He even threatened tadisia- 
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herlt her, if she failed to comply with this injunction. 
The princess, in obedience to the king's command, 
being in the ninth month of her pregnancy, quitted 
Gompiegne in the end of November, traversed all 
France in fifteen days, and arrived at Pau, where she 
was delivered of a son on the 13th of December, 
1553. She had always been desirous to see her 
father's will, which he kept in a golden box 5 and he. 
promised to shew it to her, provided she admitted of 
his being present at her ^delivery, and would, during 
the pains of labour, sing a song in the fiearnois lan- 
guage. Jane had courage enough to comply with, 
this singular request ; and the king being called' on 
the first news of her illness, she immediately sung a 
Beamois song, beginning, " Notre Dame du bout du 
pont, ardez rooi en cette Jieure/'-^As she finished it 
Henry was born. The king instantly performed his 
promise, by giving her the box, together with a gol- 
4en chain, which he tied about her neck ; and taking. 
the infant into his own apartment, began by making 
him swallow some drops of wine, and rubbing his lips 
with a root of garlic. The manner of his being 
brought up was similar, and for a prince almost unex- 
ampled. He was sent to the castle of Coarace in 
Beam, where, without any regard to his quality, he 
Used to run about with the children of the neighbour- 
ing peasants, barefooted and bareheaded, even in the 
rigours of winter. This severe education inured him 
to fatigue and hardship, for the exercise of which he 
had no little occasion during his future life, in the 
bog wars with Henry HI. and the Duke of Mayenne. 
They still shew a tortoiseshell, which served him 
for a cradle, and is preserved on that account. 

Several of the ancient sovereigns of Navarre, re- 
sided and died in the castle of Pau. Francois Phoe- 
bus, who ascended the throne in 1*79, died here in 
1483. (ie was only sixteen years of age, his mother 
being regent. The young king, who was very fond of 
music, having taken up a flute, bad no sooner applied 
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it to h» month* than he felt himself affected with 
poison, and that in so violent a manner that he ex- 
pired in two hoars. Catherine de Foix soceeeded her 
hfother Francois Photons. She married John <fAk 
hret, and was die last real queen of Navarre, Kttte 
more than an empty tide having remained to her sac- 
cesaors. She died of grief for the lbss of her domi- 
nions, which was chiefly caused by the incapacity 
and 1 cowardice of her husband. 

Bau is a handsome city, well built, mtt& contains 
near six thousand inhabitants; It is a modern' place, 
having originated entirely from the castle* the resi- 
dence of the kings of Natarre; 

I pursued my journey, to Ortbez. The country 
from Pau to this city is mostly level, finely cultivated, 
and covered with vines. The peasants speak a jargon 
unintelligible even tor the French. Their dress, too, 
differs very much from that worn in Guyenrie, and 
in every respect they bear a resemblance to the Spa- 
niards. This place is a. city and bishopric, bat ftw 
meanest, I believe, in France. The cathedral is a 
wretched edifice, very ancient, built in a barbanms 
style, and almost. in ruins. I expected to have found 
in it some monument? of the kings of Navarre, bat- 
was disappointed. The remains of the castle of Or* 
the* are very noble -, and its situation is fine, on a 
hill which' commands tftg town, and a great extent 
of country. The people call it Le Chateau de la 
Heine Jeanne, because that queen resided in it during 
many years, m preference to the castle of Pau. The 
princess Blanche, daughter to John, king of Arragoa 
and Navarre, was shut up and died here, in 146& 
After the death of her brother, she became heiress 
to the crown of Navarre ; but her father having 
delivered her into the hands of her younger sister Le- 
onora, countess of Foix, she confined the unhappy 
Blanche in the castle of Orthea, and, after an impri- 
sonment of two years, caused her to be poisoned. 
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I<€onfrat(ed my journey Sunday morning the 22<1, 
sad arrived at Bayonne in the afternoon. Its situation 
isone of the most agreeable in France* at the cooiox 
of two rivers, the Nive and the Adour. The latter 
is scarce (leas considerable than the Thames at Lam- 
beth, and across it is a wooden bridge, which join* 
Ba/o&ne to a suburb called Le Fauxbourg du St. 
Esprit* The Nive, which is small, and rises in the 
Pyrenees passes through the centre of the city, and 
resembles one of the canals in Holland. Advantage- 
ous as this situation appears for commerce, yet the 
trade of Bayonne is not only inconsiderable, but yearly 
diminishes. The entrance of the Adour is rendered 
both difficult and hazardous, from the sands which 
have collected, and which form a bar across its 
month. Besides this inconvenience, the neighbour- 
hood .of Bourdeaux draws to that city most of those 
articles- 4>f trade which were formerly exported from 
hence. Bayonne is, notwithstanding its decline and 
depopulation, a very agreeable place of residence, and 
furnishes in profusion ail the requisites for human life. 
Wildfowl is in. prodigious plenty, and the flax our ex- 
ceedingly delicate. The bay of Biscay and the river 
Adour supply excellent fish. The wines which are 
made in the adjacent country, infinitely exceed the 
miserable claret drank in thispart of the kingdom, and 
are sold at eight sous a bottle. The town is sur- 
rounded with woods, which render fuel one of the 
cheapest articles, and the climate itself is delicious ; 
though the vicinity of the Pyrenean mountains gives 
an intensity to the cold in winter. 

The buildings of the city are in general very old, 
and seme of the'Streets- have porticoes on either side > 
bat the Place.de Grammont, on the bank of the 
Adour, v is adoroed with very elegant modem houses 
and public edifices. On an eminence in the midst of 
the town stands the cathedral. It is a venerable pile, 
and to judge from <the style and ornaments* of the 
various parts, it imist have been built as early as the 
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year 1350. I made several visits to it, in hopes of 
discovering some tombs or monuments of antiquity: 
font there is not any thing deserving attention, except 
the relic9 of St. Leo, who was put to death here in 
907, and whose bones are preserved in a splendid 
shrine over the high altar. 

Bayonne, though considered as a frontier city of 
France, is very ill fortified, the ramparts and fosses 
being equally neglected. On the north side of the 
Adour, Louis XIV. caused a citadel to be constructed 
by Vauban, on a hill which commands the town, and 
which is always garrisoned with about a thousand 
soldiers. Till the year 1 103, this place, and a con- 
siderable territory round it, was governed by its own 
viscounts.' The English rendered themselves masters 
of it at that time, in the reign of Richard L and kept 
possession of it till 1451, when Charles Vllth's vic- 
torious arms annexed it to the crown of France. 

The common people are called Basques, from the 
name of the province in which Bayonne is situated. 
Their dress is peculiar to themselves. The women 
comb up their hair on the crown of their heads, and 
cover it with a sort of cap exactly resembling a little 
turban, which has no inelegant effect The com- 
plexions of both sexes are considerably darker than in 
Guyenne ; and they speak a jargon, called the Basque, 
which has scarce any affinity either with the French, 
Spanish, or even the Gascon dialect. 

Here my journey towards the south ends 5 and for 
the sake of the only post-road in this part of France, 
I was obliged to retrace my route as far as Anscb, in 
my way to Toulouse. 

The country from Bayonne to the passage over the 
river Adour, is heathy, woody, and barren y neither 
well peopled nor cultivated, in comparison with the 
greater part of the provinces of Beam and Bigorre. I 
got to Orthez in the evening. The sun had set, bat 
after the finest day imaginable, I walked out, and 
baving a curiosity to look once more at the ruins of 
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the castle, I ascended the hill on which it stands, and 
traversed its area. The gloom of night began already 
to shade the chambers, and spread an awful melan- 
choly through the whole edifice. As I passed out of 
the great gateway into the road, on my return to the 
inn, nn old peasant met me, and with great simplicity 
assured me, that it was already past the hour when 
the inhabitants ventured into the castle, because the 
apparition of a princess, who had been murdered in it, 
walked at night ; and that he himself, when young, 
had seen and heard things very unusual, and very 
terrifying, in the great tower. This tradition of a 
murdered princess, is certainly trjat of the unfortunate 
Blanche of Navarre ; and was one of those catastrophes 
which naturally gave birth, among the credulous and 
superstitious multitude, to tales of spectres* and their 
train of horrors. 

I dined at Pan, and passed some time in the Pare 
d* Henri quatre. This is a beautiful wood, overhang- 
ing the Gave, and terminating at a point, from 
whence is an extensive and romantic prospect. As 
Henry, while, he held his court in Beam* was par- 
ticularly attached to the beauties of this grove, it has 
retained his name. 

■: stayed four days at Tarbes on my return. The 
town stands in the midst of-a finely cultivated plain, 
but contains very few objects of entertainment or in- 
struction. 

I had occasion to cross all Armagnac to Toulouse, 
where I arrived on the 3d of November. This city 
is very disagreeable and ill-built. It is a vast labyrinth, 
composed of streets so crooked, narrow, and winding, 
that it almost requires a clue to conduct a stranger 
through them. There are no squares, or public 
places, adorned with elegant buildings, as at Nantes 
or Bourdeaux, though it equals this last city in size. 

The cathedral is by no means a splendid specimen 
•of architecture. It was erected by Raymond VI. about 
the year 1200. v Languedoc was governed during 

VOL. XVIII. t 
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several centuries by its owu counts. Jane, the 
daughter and heiress of Raymond VII. was married 
to Alfonso, brother of St. Louis ; and by the deaths 
of that prince and princess without is?ue, who ex- 
pired within a few days of each other at Savona in 
Italy, die county of Toulouse was united to the 
crown of France in 127 1. 

The tomb of Pibrac, whose name is so often men- 
tioned under the reign of Henry III. is iu the church 
of the Grands Augustins. This grave magistrate fell 
violently in love with the second Margaret of Valois, 
queen of Navarre, and wife of Henry IV. and sacri- 
ficed, as history declares, at the treaty of Nerac, his 
public duties to his attachment for that princess. 
There are some curious anecdotes of Margaret ; but 
as they rejate principally to her intrigues, they are 
not worth repeating. 

■ Toulouse has some inland commerce by means of 
the famous canal cut to join the two seas, which opens 
Into the Garoune just above the city, and conveys all 
the articles jof trade from Cette to Bourdeaux, across 
the provinces of Languedoc and Guyenue. Thisconv 
munication is, however, of little advantage, to the 
place, which owes its chief gaiety to the parliament, 
and to the provincial nobility, who make this tbeir 
winter residence. 

I quitted Toulouse on Thursday the§th of Novem- 
ber, and slept at Castelnaudari, which is near forty 
miles distant; it is a tolerable -town, and situated ou 
the royal canal, made by Louis XIV. to join the 
Mediterraaean.and, Atlantic .seas. The Saracens, who 
conquered, this .part of France during the decay of the 
Roman empire, are said ,to have been its founders. 
In ,a valley .about .half a mile from the place, is the 
$pot where the unfortunate Dlukeof Montmorenci, 
covered with wounds, and /thrown from his bars?, 
was taken. prisoner, in \&i%< I lamented,** I stood 
over it, the fate of t so iberojCrand so arniaUe^a prince. 
H& W as ^jB^ssel^f £&%<#, #° ^asa^^ce^ 



the stern and unrelenting policy of the Cardinal de 
ftichfieu. 

It is about five- arid-twenty miles' from Castelnaudari 
tor Carcassonne, where I sfaid the remainder of the en- 
suing day. Carcassonne consists of two distinct cities, 
separated by tbeiittle river Aude. The most ancient 
of theses called La Haute Ville, stands on the surrr- 
mit of a bill ; the lower town, which is in the plain, 
is the" largest, and both are surrounded with Gothic- 
walls; battlements, and turrets, which are* in the 
most perfect preservation*. This place bore a con- 
siderable share in that disgraceful crusade undertaken* 
against the Albigensetfinthe beginning of the thirteenthr 
century, and which forms one of the most astonishing 
instances of superstition and of atrocious barbarity to* 
be round in the annals of the world.* 

When the royal power was nearly annihilated, 
during the reigns of the Jast kings of the Carlovingian* 
race inFrance, most of the cities of Languedoc erected 
themselves into little independent states, governed by 
their own princes; Carcassonne was- then under the 
dominion of viscounts. At the time when Pbpe Inno- 
cent III. patronised and commanded the prosecutioa 
of hostilities against the Albigenses for the crime of 
heresy, Raymond, the reigning viscount, was in- 
cluded in that proscription^ Simon de Montfort, 
general of the army of the church, invested the city 
of Carcassonne in 1209. The inhabitants, terrifiei 
at the fate of several other places where the most 
dreadful massacres had been committed, demanded! 
leave to capitulate? but this act of mercy was only 
extended to them under a condition, equally cruel 
and unparalleled. The people found in the place, 
were all obliged,, without distinction of rank or sex; 
to evacuate it in a state of nudity ? and Agnes, the 
viscountess, was, not exempted, though young and 

* See AUix't Ghurcfce* of Piedmont. 
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beautiful, from this ignominious and shocking punish* 
ment. 

I continued my journey on the lllh to Narbonne; 
the country from Toulouse to the gates of that city is 
far from being inviting; it is a vast plain, open, naked, 
and in many parts barren, where scarce a tree is to be 
seen except olives ; and even those are neither large 
nor numerous. On one hand appear the Pyrenees at 
a considerable distance ; and on the other, the chain 
of rocks, called the Black Mountains, which divided 
Languedoc from the province of Rouergue. The 
population is very thin, and the appearance of the 
country bleak and inhospitable. I went about a league 
out of the road near Carcassonne, to a little town 
called Treb6, where the royal canal passes over the 
river Audc, and arrived at Narbonne in the afternoon. 

This city retains scarcely any marks of its ancient 
grandeur. Narbonne, which pretends to the most 
remote antiquity under the Celtic kings, in ages an- 
terior even to the Roman conquests -, which, under 
these latter masters, gave its name to all the Gallia 
Narbonensis, and was a colony of the first considera- 
tion, is now dwindled to a wretched, solitary town, 
containing scarcely eight thousand inhabitants, of 
whom three-fourths are priests and women. The 
streets and buildings are mean and ruinous ; it has 
indeed, a communication with the Mediterranean, 
from which Narbonne is only about three leagues 
distant, by means of a small river which intersects 
the place; but its commerce is very limited, and 
chiefly consists in grain. No vestiges of Roman mag- 
nificence remain, except some iriscriptiops in different 
parts of the city ; and if the churches did not Jceep 
employed some hundred ecclesiastics, who are occu- 
pied in chanting requiems and vespers, it would pro- 
bably cease in a few years to have any existence 
whatever. 

The see of Narbonne, which, is archiepiscopal, is 
said to have beep founded by Charlemagne, but the 
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preterit cathedral is far more modem, though only the 
choir of it remains, which is built in the finest style of 
the Gothic edifices. In thecentre of the church, before 
the high altar, is the tomb of Philip the Bold, king of 
France, son of St. Louis, It is composed of white 
marble, - and the king is represented Jying N at full 
length. His face is that of a man in the prime of 
lite, the features regular and pleasing ; he has a beard 
on the upper lip and chin, and bis hair falls in great 
quantity on his neck. . in his right hand is the Dal- 
matique, resembling a pastoral t>tatF, and in the left 
he holds a sceptre. He has a crown on his head, 
supported by a cushion, and his feet rest on a lion* 
Behind^ in the old black letter, is this inscription ; 

" S«p jltura.bon* Memoria 

Philippi, 

quondam Francorum Regis, 

Fifii beati Ludovici, 

qui Perpignani calida Febrt 

afcthaa Luce mjgravit, 

3-Non: Octobris, 

Anno Dei i 285." 

The distance from Narbonne to Bezicrs is twenty 
miles. The rrtountain of Malpas, which was cut 
through, to admit the passage of the royal canal, 
lies only a mile out of the road. It was impossible to* 
pass so extrartrdittary and celebrated a work without 
visiting it. The effect produced by it on the specta- 
tor is very striking artdf sublime. I descended by at 
large flight of ^steps- into the excavation, and walked 
through the mountain along the side of the canal* 
The length of it is exactly two hundred and ten paces* 
or more tharr stx hundred feet ,* and the perpendicu- 
lar height, from the water to- the surface of the in* 
cnmbent mountain, is two hundred and two feet. A 
great part of the arch has been vaulted at a prodtgkroi 
expense, from the dread of its falling in from the 
weight above; and the annual necessary repairs amount 
to a large sum of money. The breadth of the canal 
t 3 
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itself is at least twenty feet ; and though the distance 
hollowed through the ground is so considerable, yet 
the. light is every where perfectly admitted. This 
was the greatest obstacle to completing the junction 
of the two seas, and its execution has immortalized 
the famous Riquet, whom Louis XIV. employed in 
the enterprise.* 

Beziers is an opulent and considerable city, con- 
taining above twenty thousand inhabitants, and is 
situated in a delicious country. It occupies all the 
sides of a very steep and lofty hill, on the highest 
point of which is built the cathedral. At the bottom 
runs the river Orbe. The prospect is extensive and 
beautiful, bounded to the north by mountains, and 
terminated on the south by the Mediterranean. It is 
esteemed one of the most plentiful and eligible places 
. of residence in the kingdom j all the necessaries and 
elegancies of life being procured here at the most mo- 
derate prices. „ 

Beziers is said to have been a Roman station, and 
was used by them as a place of arms. The siege, 
which happened during the crusade against the 
Altygenses, was one of the most memorable and 
bloody which distinguished that flagitious war. The 
garrison defended it with determined bravery) and 
every other means having railed in the attempt for its 
reduction on the part of the besiegers, a resolution was 
taken to storm the city. The papal nuncio, assisted 
by Gasman die Spaniard, who is better known in ec- 
clesiastical history under the name of St. Dominic, 
exhorted the troops to behave with courage in this 
pious enterprise, and promised them remission from 
all their past offences. After a long and obstinate 
struggle, Beziers was entered by the victorious, sol- 
diery, who massacred, in cold blood, sixty thousand 
of the wretched inhabitants, without distinction of 

* The junction of the Severn and bis, through SaJpetfon 
Hill, i$ much more extraordinary than this* 
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sex, rank, or age, and afterwards reduced the city 
to ashes. I leave the reader to make the natural re* 
flections on this horrid catastrophe, I do not permit 
myself to comment on such an affair, to which there 
are but too many similar in the history of the Romish 
church. That religion has doubtless ever been un- 
favourable and unpropttious to the happiness of the 
human race, which nourishes in its essence the seeds 
of theological controversy, and metaphysical subtil ties 3 
disputes which, however contemptible in themselves, 
necessarily produce that spirit of intoleration and per* 
secution, which uniform experience proves to be the 
certain consequence, in modern ages, of a difference 
in opinion on sacred subjects. Happy the Romans and 
the Greeks, who established no crusades to convert the 
provinces which they subdued J who massacred no 
people for their adherence to the superstition of their 
ancestors, who knew no points of scholastic or pole- 
mical divinity; but who, with open arms, received 
the gods or the conquered nations, and admitted Isis 
and the dog Anubis to a place in the temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus !* 

The cathedral of Beziera contains nothing remark* 
able,except the tomb of the princess Blanche of France. 
Philip of Valois her father, at the age of fifty-six, fell 
in love with Blanche d'Evreux, the most beautiful 
princess in Europe. She was only sixteen years old ; 
but this disproportion in their ages did not prevent the 
nuptials. The king enjoyed his bride a very short 
time ; and died the ensuing year, of the same disease 1 
which proved fetal to Louis XII. king of France, and 
to Don John, son to Ferdinand and Isabel of Spain. 
The queen was left pregnant, and brought into the 
world some months afterwards the Princess Blanche, 



• While we admire the liberal and enlightened principles of 
our author, in regard to persecution, we see no reason for car* 
lying them so far. Between toleratine a religion we do not be- 
lieve, and giving it the sanction of establishment, the difference, 
is extreme. 



2T2 WRAXALl/s TOTK 

who, when she had attained her twentieth year, wis 
betrothed to the Count of Barcelona, but died at this 
city on her journey, into Catalonia. 

Pursuing my route, 1 reached Montpelier, a de- 
lightful place of residence. I staid there four days, 
ad left it with excessive regret. The town itself is 
by no means beautiful, the streets being almost all 
narrow, winding and ill- planned; but Nature seems 
to have chosen the hill, on which it stands, to enrich 
with her choicest favours. The ascent is easy and 
gradual on every side ; and the summit has been orna- 
mented at a vast expense, in a manner where taste 
and magnificence are equally blended. 

The prospect from this happy spot I cannot describe, 
though I studied it frequently with an enthusiastic 
pleasure. The vales: of Languedoc, covered with 
olives, or laid out in vineyards,, are finely contrasted 
with rude rocks to the north, and melt away into the 
sea to the south. Though winter had. almost stripped 
the trees? of their verdure, there is nothing melancholy 
or desert which presents itself to the eye. A. sky 
serene and unclouded, an invigorating sun, a keen 
and wholesome air spread a gaiety over November it- 
self, which here i« neither accompanied with fogs nor 
rain. Montpelier has, notwithstanding, lost, within 
these last thirty years, that reputation for salubrity 
which conduces more to the support of a place, than 
any actual advantages* it may possess ; and the num- 
ber of strangers, who visit it from motives of health, 
diminishes annually. Sonne trade- is still carried on 
from thence by a small river called the Las, which 
empties itseit into the sea at the! distance of a league ; 
but the Mediterranean has been retiring these three 
cen furies from the who)* coast of Languedoc and 
Provence. Frejus, where the emperor Augustus laid 
up his games after the battle of Acttan, I* How be- 
come an imand city. 

The country from Montpelier to Nismes, is like 
a garden, level, and every where cultivated. The 
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peasants were just beginning to, gather the olives, 
which were very numerous ; and the trees are planted 
with the same regularity as our orchards in England. 
I cannot but envy the inhabitants this genial climate 
and these fertile plains, and am ready to accuse Nature 
of partiality in the ipfinite difference which she has 
placed between the peasant of Languedoc and of Swe- , 
den. In vain shall I be told that the amor patriae, 
the attachment we naturally bear to that country 
where we were born, renders them equally happy, 
and extinguishes all other distinctions. I know the 
force of this principle ; I feel and cultivate it with the 
greatest ardour, but it cannot blind me to the infinite 
superiority with which certain climates are endowed, 
above others, 

I passed three days at Nismes in the survey of those 
magnificent and beautiful remains of Roman greatness 
which yet exist there. They have been described a 
thousand times, and it is not my intention to fatigue • 
the reader with a repetition of them. The amphi* 
theatre, and the maison quaree, are known throughout 
every kingdom of Europe. The first of these impresses 
the beholder with the deepest veneration $ the latter 
excites the most elegant and refined delight. Indig- 
nation against the barbarians, who could violate and 
deface these glorious monuments of antiquity, will 
mix with the sensations of every spectator. One can 
scarce believe that Charles Mattel, from his hatred to 
the Roman name, had the savage fury to Ell the cor- 
ridors of the amphitheatre with wood, to which he 
set fire with an intent to injure, though it surpassed 
bis malice to demolish so vast an edifice. Yet, not- 
withstanding these attempts of the barbarous nations, 
notwithstanding the lapse of so many ages, and the 
effects of time, its appearance at present is the most 
august and majestic which can be presented to the 
mind, or to the senses. The prodigious circumference 
of the amphitheatre, the solidity and strength of its 
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construction, the a wml' majesty of so vaft* pile, half 
perfect, half in ruin, impress one' with a* tumult of 
sentiments which it is difficult to convey by any descrip- 
tion. The maison qnarree, i* in the most complete 
preservation, and appears to me to be* the roost per- 
fect piece of architecture in the world; The order is 

. liie Corinthian, and all the' beauties of that elegant 
«ty!e seem to be exhausted in its construction. -This 
mperb temple is now converted into a chapel dedicated 
to the Virgin, ornamented with gilding', and other holy 
finery, suitable to such an alteration. 

At a quarter of a mile from the city of Nisrnes is 
pnother temple, much decayed, which immemorial 
tradition has consecrated to Diana 5 but which, by 
antiquaries, is generally supposed to have-been sacred 
o the Dii in fern ales, as it is- evident that no light was 
pd mil ted into it. In the inside, are numbers of mu- 
tilated statues, marbles, capitals, add inscriptions, 

• \v inch have been found there from time to time. Close 
t j it rises a very copious fountain, which may vie with 
t'ut of Vauduse in beauty, though not in feme. As 
the channel through which it flows had become ob- 
structed in a series of ages by sand and gravel, the in- 
habitants of Nismes undertook some years ago to 
deanse and restore its course. In the progress of this 
work they discovered a number of Roman coins, rings, 

. and other antiquities, several of which are equally 
rare, and well preserved. On the summit of the rock 
from whence the fountain issues, stands a building, 
incontestibly Roman, and vulgarly called La Tour 

^rnagne. Its exposed situation has conduced to hasten 
its*, t'cay 5 but at what time it was built, or for what 
purposes it served, are now totally unknown. 

N smes is an ill-built place, containing in itself no- 
thing extraordinary or remarkable. . Numerous fables 
nre i elated concerning its origin, which is carried into 
times anterior by many centuries to the Roman con- 
gests; and it probably does not occupy at present 
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the fourth p&r£ of the ground on which it formerly 
stood. - ' 

Leaving Nismes, I proceeded to Tarascon. The 
distance is only twenty mites ; bat the wind blew such 
a hurricane, as I scarcely ever remember. The passage 
across the, Rhone atTarascon, which divides Provence 
from Languedoc, is over a bridge of boats ; and I own 
I passed it with some apprehensions, in such a plate of 
the weather. 

The view of the Rhone here is very picturesque. 
On one side* in Languedoc, stands Beaucaire, a con- 
siderable town, with a ruined castle overhanging a 
rock; i>n this 1 side is situated Tarascon, with a cor- 
respondent castle, far more considerable, and washed 
by the waves. The river here is much broader than 
the Thames at Loudon. 

I scarcely ever remember, even in our northern 
climale, a colder day than that on which I continued 
my journey from Tarascon to Marseilles. Winter 
seemed to have taken possession of tne face of nature,, 
before its time. At St. Remi, a little town only four 
leagues from Tarascon, I turned about a 'mile out of 
the road, to see the remains of the monuments erected 
by the. Consul Marius, as trophies of his victory over 
the Ci,mbri and 'Tejutoiles. Though so many ages 
have elapsed since their construction, they yet forcibly 
recal tl}e idea of Roman grandeur. 

Jt .was night when I arrived at Ai*, where I staid 
th^ee days. The city has that air of silence and.gloom 
jo .commonly characteristic of places 'destitute of com- 
merce or industry. 'The warm springs, from which 
it is now known and frequented, induced Sexti..s 
Calvinus to found a .Roman colony there, to which he 
.gave the nauae of A^uae Sepuia*. They were supposed, 
probably with reason, to possess particular virtues in 
cases ©f debility : and several altars have been dug up 
•acred to Priapus, the inscriptions on which iuflicat^ 
their g^afifude to Ugat d^ity, io.r his supposed succour 
Wd 4gf£ftBpe. Ijfwpqthiqg in the.cathe4ralde.seiv- 
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ing attention, except the tomb of Charles of Anjou, 
last of the great Angevin line, kings of Naples, and 
counts of Provence. 

The distance from Aix to Marseilles is only twenty 
miles. There is, notwithstanding, a considerable 
difference in the climate of Marseilles, which is mild- 
er in winter, and cooler during the heats of summer, 
from Hs vicinity to the Mediterranean. Nature seems 
to have designed this place for commerce. The en- 
. trance of the harbour, which is extremely narrow and 
surrouuded by lofty mountains, protects and shelters 
vessels during the most violent storms. The port it- 
self forms a delightful walk at this season of the year, 
as it is open to the southern sun, and crowded with 
vast numbers of people, not omly of all the European 
nations, but of Turks, Greeks, and natives of the 
coast of Barbary. The whole scene is one of the most 
agreeable that can be imagined, if the chains of the 
galley slaves, heard among the din of business, <$$ 
not tincture it with the hateful idea of slavery. The 
galleys themselves, useless and neglected, rot peace- 
ably in their respective stations, having long ceased 
to be of any utility' to the state. 

I was forcibly struck with the wide difference be- 
tween the genius of the Provencaux, and that gene- 
rally attributed to the French. ** The common people 
here have a bratality and rudeness of manners more 
characteristic of a republican, than of a monarchical 
and absolute government. Their language, so famous 
in ancient romance, is a corrupt Italian, more intel- 
ligible to a Neapolitan than to a Parisian. The women 
are lively, beautiful, and constitutionally disposed to 
gallantry. A fire, an extreme vivacity unknown to 
the northern nations of Europe, and which results 
from a pure air, a genial sun, and skies for ever blue, 
is strongly discernible in their eyes, their conversation, 
the peculiar dances and music of the' country j in all 
which a warm and impassioned animation forms tbe 
predominant quality. J am afrakl to express how 
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many cbarms there appear to me in this gaiety of 
character and' disposition, lest it should be supposed t 
mean to contrast it with the formality of our own 
country, were we seldom allow the heart to act, un- 
influenced by the judgment. 

Marseilles pretends to the most remote antiquity *$. 
a colony of Phocians, in ages unknown, having given 
it birth. The old city is one of the most ill built of 
any in Europe, and insupportably filthy. The modem 
Marseilles has sprung up since the commencement of 
the eighteenth century, and has all that regularity, 
elegance, and convenience which distinguish the pre- 
sent times. I am inclined to consider it as one of tfce 
most eligible places of winter residence in the world $ 
and far superior, where health is not an object of at- 
tention, to Nice dr Montpelier. The surrounding 
country is rocky and barren ; but covered for several - 
miles on all sides, with villas and summer houses, 
the fruits of successful commerce. 

Having relinquished the intention I once had of visit- 
ing Corsica and Sardinia, chiefly on account of the 
few objects of entertainment or information which 
those islands offer to the mind, I determined to re- 
main in this charming place till the ensuing spring, 
and to return through the inland provinces of this king- 
dom to England. Accordingly I became in a man- 
ner domesticated here, during a period of about four 
months. 

At last I quitted Marseilles on the fJth of April, 1 7JQ 9 
and arrived at Avignon the evening of the ensuing 
day. It was impossible for, me not to dedicate some* 
time to the view of a city so renowned in past ages, 
the seat of the sovereign pontiffs during more than half 
a century, the residence of Petrarch, and the birth-placa 
of Laura. I compared Avignon, as it now exists, with, 
the picture which Petrarch has drawn of it in his writ- 
ings, and attempted to ascertain the situation of his 
mistress's abode, which is yet pointed out by tradition 
in one of the suburbs. I visited the church of tfc* 

vol; xvm. v 
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Cordeliers, where rest her remains. In a little dark 
chapel on the right hand, now disused for religious ce- 
remonies, damp, cold, and unwholesome, beneath die 
arch which forms the entrance, and under a plain stone, 
lies that Laura, who was once so beautiful, and who is 
rendered immortal in her lover's strains. Round the 
stone are some ancient Gothic characters covered with 
earth, and rendered illegible by time. Francis I. the 
"most accomplished prince who ever reigned in France, 
and who eminently possessed the enthusiasm which 
usually distinguishes and characterizes genius, caused 
the tomb of Laura to be opened in his own presence. 
A wish to pervade the obscurity in which Petrarch has 
affected to involve the name of bis mistress, and the 
history of his own unhappy passion, added to a desire 
of ascertaining, by some incontestible proof, the burial- 
place of Laura, were the motives which influenced 
him t6 commit this seeming violation of the repose of 
the dead. Some small human bones, supposed to be 
ters, and a leaden box which contained a scroll of 
'Italian verses, obscurely alluding to Petrarch's attach- 
'ment to her, were all which repaid the monarch's 
curiosity. Laura, it is known, died of the plague 
'which desolated the greater part of Europe in 1347, 
and the following year, and of which Bdccace has 
drawn the most animated and dreadful picture which 
can be held up to human contemplation. ^ * 

It seems impossible to recognise the situation or the 
adjacent country of Avignon as they appear at present, 
under the melancholy colours with which Petrarch has 

* pourtrayed them. The fertile plain of the Comtat 
. Venaissin in which the city stands, and the rich banfcs 

of the Rhone, are described by him as a frightful de- 
sert, through which pours a river, swept by continual 

* winds and tempests. Ovid has given us the sarie 
' horrible idea of the coast of the Black Sea, a climate 

incontestibly one of the finest of the earth, and blessed 
with an almost perpetual spring. The gloomy medium 
through which the two poets regarded' every object, 
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v xplairts this extraordinary description*. For me, who* 
iewed it impartially, and without prejudice, I con- 
ess I was charmed with the situation. The prospect, 
rom the summit of the rock, in the centre of the city* . 
s of uncommon beauty. 

The Rhone itself is a noble object, rolling rapidly 
Lb rough meadows covered with olive trees, and divided 
into two considerable channels opposite to Avignon. 
Across it extend the ruinous and decayed arches of a 
bridge, which was demolished in 1699, by one of the 1 
inundations commop to the Rhone. When entire, 
it was not less than a quarter of a mile in length 3 but: 
being so narrow as not to permit two carriages to pass, 
in any part, it had previously become almost useless ; 
and motives of policy prevent the construction of a 
new bridge, while Avignon belongs to the papal see.— 
On the farther side of the Rhone, in Languedoc, standi 
Ville Neuve, a considerable town, with a magnificent 
monastery of Benedictines, seated on a rock, corre- 
spondent to that oh which is built the cathedral of 
Avignon. The high mountain of Ventoux, in the 
province of Dauphin6, covered with snow, and which* 
Petrarch has described, appears to the north ; arid th6 
savage rocks of Vaucluse bound the view to the east? 
ward, at the distance of fiftetn miles. Beneath spreads 
an extensive cultivated vale, watered by several rivu* 
lets, which lose themselves in the Rhone. 

The city of Avignon itself is in general ill built, ir- 
regular, and devoid of beauty ; but the Gothic walls 
and ramparts with which it has been surrounded bV 
different pontiffs, are well preserved, and are objects 
of high curiosity. Several popes and antipopes, whc>, 
during their lives, shook the Romish church with vio- 
lence and mutual altercation, repose quietly near each 
other, in -the various monasteries of the place; and ih 
that of the Cordeliers, almost opposite to Laura's, is 
the tomb of the brave Grillon, so well known for Ms 
invincible courage, as well as for his unshaken attach- 
ment to his sovereign, Henry IV. 

V 2 * 
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. The fountain of Vaucluse, immortalized by fttrarcb, 
and to which be so often retired to indulge bis grief 
and hopeless love, is only five leagues distant from 
Avignon. Meadows of the most lively green skirt its 
•ides, above which rise abrupt and lofty rocks, that 
seem designed to seclude it from human view. The 
valley gradually narrows towards the extremity, and 
winding continually, describes the figure of a horse- 
shoe. The view"is at length terminated by an enor- 
mous mass of rock, forming a barrier across it, of 
a prodigious height, and absolutely perpendicular. 
Through its vast recesses run the streams which supply 
the/ fountain of Vaucluse ; and at its foot appears a 
bason or" water, several hundred feet in circumference, 
Stretched like an expanse, silent and tranquil. The 
side.* aref very steep, and it is said that in the middle 
no bottom can be discovered, though attempts have 
been often made for that purpose. Though the foun- 
tain is clearer in itself than crystal, yet the incumbent 
rock casts a continual shade, approaching to black, 
over its surface. The water escaping from this state 
of inaction by a narrow passage, is immediately pre- 
cipitated, in a cascade, down a rocky channel, wbere 
)t foams over a number of vast, detached stones, which 
intercept and impede its progress. The rocks them- 
selves, which surround and invest this romantic spot, 
fU"e worn by time and the inclemency of the weather, 
into a thousand extraordinary and fantastic forms. On 
one of the pointed extremities, and in a situation 
wrhich appears almost inaccessible, are seen the re- 
mains ot an ancient castle', projecting over the water. 
The peasants call it II castello di Petrarca, and add, 
.with great simplicity, that Laura lived upon the op- 
posite side of the river, under the bed of which was s 
subterranean passage, by which the two lovers visited 
^.each other.. Nothing is, however, more certain, than 
.that these are the ruins of the chateau belonging, to 
the lords of Avignon ; and that the bishop of Cavail- 
lop resided iq it during the frequent visits which he 
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used to make to, Petrarch.' The port's dwelling was 
much lower v down, and nearer to the bank of the 
Sorgue, as evidently appears from his minute descrip*- 
tion of it. No- remains of it, however, are now to be 
discerned. 

I seated myself on the edge of the bason, to con- 
sider the scene, and the romantic assemblage of objects 
which presented themselves on every side. I looked, 
with a mixed sensation of pleasure and of pain, upoh 
the valley and the fountain which had been so often 
witnesses to Petrarch's complaints, and hopeless pas- 
Bion. ' I attempted,to discern the cavern, which dur* 
ing the summer, when the waters of Vancluse are low, 
opens into the recesses of the rock, and where he used, 
alone, in the dead of night, to indulge his despaif. 
While I was lost in these reflections, the day darkened, 
and a sudden storm of rain, from which I was com- 
pletely sheltered by the incumbent mountain, issuirig 
from a collection of black; clouds, spread through the 
whole landscape a majestic and awful sublimity. 

Before I took my leave of this sequestered spot, the 
peasant, who had attended me to the fountain, con- 
ducted me to a house situated in the valley, where 
are still preserved two portraits of the lovers who have 
rendered Vaucluse immortal. My chief attention was 
directed to that of Laura. She appears to be in the 
• earliest bloom of youth, such as she is described by 
Petrarch, on that morning when he first beheld her. 
An air of playful gaiety seems diffused over her coun- 
tenance. Her eyes are large and of a deep hazel, her 
nose justly proportioned, and the contour of her face 
a perfect oval. Her hair, the colour of which ap- 
proaches to yellow, is confined by a fillet, braided 
and adorned with pearls j over her neck is a thin veil 
of gauze ; her robe is of a pale red, and her arms are 
-.'■ .covered with a sort of glove, which descends half way 
^down the hands. In one of them she holds an ama- 
> . watb, the emblem of immortality. Petrarch is painted 
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as in middle life, of an engaging figure, and bis brows 
bound with laurel. 

1 returned to Avignon in the evening, and quitted 
it on the morning of the ensuing day. At Orange, 
where I breakfasted, it was impossible not to dedicate 
an hour to the remains of the Roman theatre, and the 
triumj ha arch of Marius; edifices the most august 
'and m g jificent, though injured by the lapse of near 
two thousand years. I continued my journey to Lyons, 
along the eastern bank of the Rhone. As J advanced 
north, the weather became more sharp and piercing; 
'while the bize blew with redoubled keenness, and 
chilled the spring which was just opening. I arrived 
at Lyons after three days journey. My road from 
thence to Clermont lay through the provinces of 
Beaujolois and Forez, the first of which, though hilly, 
is finely cultivated. Between Lyons and Roanne I 
passed over the high mountain of Tarare. From its 
summit is a prodigious prospect, bounded towards 
Savoy only by the Alps, which form a vast barrier, 
covered with eternal snow. At Roanne I entered the 
Forez, a small province, barren, uncultivated, and 
, thinly inhibited. A chain of lofty mountains extends 
quite across it j thick forests of pine and fir cover the 
steep acclivities, and afford refuge to wolves and wild 
boars, which are there found in great numbers. Scarce 
a hamlet is seen in several miles ; and the silence, the 
depopulation, and romantic solitudes, through which 
I pa*se 1, strongly reminded me of Sweden or Fin- 
. laud. 

In my way I haired at Thiers, a considerable town, 
situated on ihe steep side of a mountain, from whence 
is beheld a most delicious landscape. The country 
extends, for many leagues oh all sides, in a cultivated 
plain terminated h\ ancther rai ge of moui. tains ; and 
Clermont itself is distinctly seen at the distance of tive- 
ancUtwenty miles. This rich tract of the Auvergne, 
is denominated La Limagne, and forms a bason, com*. 
.pletely surrounded by rocks and hills. The soil is un» 
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commonly fertile, and inferior to no part of France, 
Several tine streams intersect it, and add to the beaut/ 
of the landscape. 

The situation of Clermont is agreeable, on a gentle 
eminence, the ascent to whieh is g ftdual and easy. 
The city itself seems to have been built in an age the 
most barbarous, the streets being so narrow and wind- 
ing, that no carriage can enter them, and the buildings 
are of correspondent antiquity 5 but the suburbs are 
charming, and the, houses modern and elegant. I 
visited the petrifying spring, which Charles IX. of 
France is said to have surveyed with so much pleasure 
and admiration. It is only a quarter of a mile from 
the town. In the course of ages, this spring has 
formed a ridge of stone, or incrustation, not less than 
sixteen feet in height, above a hundred feet long, and 
in some parts near ten in thickness. As it impended, 
and at length totally stopped the current of a little 
rivulet, which intersected its course, the inhabitants 
were obliged to open a passage through it. The stream 
is new directed into another channel, and has begun 
to form a new bridge across the rivulet into which it 
falls. 

It was my intention to have penetrated farther into 
this romantic province, but the season was too early 
to permit me to ascend any of the highest mountains 
of Auvergne. I should, however, certainly have gone 
to Usson, which is only ten leagues distant, if any 
considerable remains of the castle had still existed. A 
gentleman, who resides at Issotre, near the spot, gave 
me this description of it : 

" The castle of Usson stood upon the summit of 
an almost inaccessible rock, at the foot of which 
flowed a little river. Margaret of Valois, queen of 
Henry IV. by a masterly piece of address, expelled 
the Marquis de Can iliac, to whose custody she was 
confided, and rendered herself mistress of the place. 
Some ruins of it yet remain in the last stage of decay, 
which the vulgar 'apprehend to have been formerly 
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sacred to religious purposes, and which they denomi- 
nate, Lea Chapelles de la Reine Marguerite. It is true 
that they were constructed by that queen 5 but she 
bad dedicated.; ftem to pleasure, not to devotion, and 
gave rendezvous in these apartments to the neighbour- 
ing nobility of Auvergne." 

I left Clermont sooner than I had intended, incom- 
pliance with an invitation too agreeable to be refused, 
to pass some time at a chateau, belonging to the Count 
de L The house is situated in an unfrequented 

part of Auvergne, towards the confines of the Bom> 
bonnois, on a rising.ground, which commands an en- 
chanting prospect, Through the plain below flows 
the river Aljier, mentioned in terms of such lively ad- 
miration by Madame de Sevigne, and on whose banks, 
she says, might yet be discovered some of the shep- 
herds of poetry and romance. The count was not at 
home, but I was received by his lady, in a manner the 
most noble and polite. She did me the honour to de- 
tain me five days, which 1 passed in a way never to be 
erased from my remembrance. 

At Montpensjer, 1 stopped to view the mount 
where formerly stood the castle, now totally demo- 
lished ; . and which is rendered famous in history by 
the death of Louis VIII. king of France, and rather of 
St. Louis. He died there in 1220, on his return from 
the siege of Avignon, and, as was commonly suppose*}, 
of poison administered to him by the Count de Cham- 
pagae. 

I arrived the ensuing day at Moulins, which stands 
in a fine plain close to the river Allierj along the 
. sides of which are plapted walks of elm, poplar, and 
aspen. The city, ftoqgh the capital of the province 
of Bourbonnois, is, mean and UUbuilU I viewed the 
church of the nunnery of the Visitation, where I saw 
the Mausoleum of Henry Duke oC Mwtmorenci. 
It was erupted to his .memory by the duchess, hjs 
. wife, M*rie Felice 4es JJrsins. I looted at this su- 
perb monm^enJ; with, SQnja&on* of $e deepest pity for 
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the unfortunate hero to whom it was raised. *The 
tomb itself is composed of the most beautiful and 
costly marbles. The duke appears in a reclining atti- 
tude, his left arm supported on his helmet ; and by 
him sits his widow, her eyes directed to heaven, and 
her hands clasped, in an attitude of sorrow strongly 
marked. 

It is a delightful ride from Moulins to Nevers, 
through the provinces of Bourbonnois and Nivernois. 
In the ceutre of Nevers, on the summit of a hill, is 
built the palace of the ancient dukes. It appears to 
have been constructed in the sixteenth century, and, 
though beginning to exhibit marks of decay, is yet a 
model of beauty and delicacy in Gothic architecture. 
The apartments are hung with tapestry of two hun- 
dred years old, which have an air of grotesque and 
rude magnificence. In one of the chambers is a 
portrait of Madame de Montespan, who appears rising 
from a superb couch, the curtains of which are drawn 
back, and supported by Cupids. Her attitude is half 
voluptuous, half contemplative. She is dressed in a 
negligent dishabille, and her hair floats down over 
her shoulders and neck in waving ringlets. .Her head 
rests on her left hand, and one of her feet is concealed 
by her robe j the other, which is naked to the mid- 
leg, and on which the painter, with great taste, has 
exhausted all his art, is placed on an embroidered 
cushion. 

I passed the river Loire at La Charit6, where I 
entered the province of Berrij the distance from 
thence to Bourges is about twelve leagues. The 
country is much inferior in beauty and cultivation 
to that between Moulins and Nevers. The far 
greater part consists in thick woods and barren heaths, 
destitute of inhabitants. Bourges is situated in the 
midst of an open and level plain. The city is of 
very considerable magnitude, and of great antiquity, 
a claim, the validity ot which, most of the buildings 
evince, by the barbarism of their construction, I 
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scarcely saw a house which does not appear to 
have stood many hundred years. The Hotel de 
Ville was built by the celebrated Jaques Occur, so well 
known in the French history by his greatness, his 
loyalty, his exile, and his misfortune^. Over the 
portal is a fine statue of Charles VII. under whose 
reign he flourished j the king is habited in complete 
armour, and mounted on horseback. That prince 
usually held his court here; from which he was 

?dled by our victorious Henry V. Le petit Roi de 
ourges, by way of contempt. 
During my stay here, I went to see the tomb of Jane 
oj Valois, daughter to Louis XI. and wife to Louis XII. 
from whom he was divorced, to marry Ann deJBre- 
tagne, on his accession to the crown of France. The 
repudiated princess retired to this city j and having 
dedicated her remaining days to piety, died in the 
convent of St. Jane, which she had founded. One 
qf the nuns shewed me, through the grating, her slip- 
pers and nuptial robes, which are preserved with* great 
care; and she added, though not to my conviction, 
that innumerable miracles had been performed by her 
relics and intercession. 

The cathedral of Bourges is a most magnificent edi- 
fice, though the external architecture of the building 
4oes not correspond in beauty or symmetry to its in- 
terior. The church is of prodigious dimensions, and 
the quantity of painted glass which it contains is 
scarcely interior to tkat at Gouda in Hollaud. John, 
duke of Berri, and brother to Charles V. king of 
France, lies buried in the subte/ranean chapel, under 
the cathedral, beneath a marble tomb of costly work- 
pianship. 

Few other objects present themselves to the eye, in 
this city, except ruins. 

It Charles VII. could revive, I am persuaded 
he would perfectly recognise the place, which 
appears to have undergone very little alteration, or 
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received any embellish merit, during more than three 
centuries which have elapsed since bis death. 

Louis XI. was born at Bourges, and in the Hotel 
deVille is a painting descriptive of this event. France, 
under the figure of a woman, appears rising from her 
throne to receive the medallion of that monarch, 
which is presented to her by the genius of Berri. 

This province, though large, and naturally fertile, 
is little cultivated or improved -, a circumstance chiefly 
occasioned by the want of any navigable river, which 
might convey the grain and other productions to dif- 
ferent quarters of the kingdom. 

On the 7th of May I left Bourges ; and in rafjr 
road staid some hours at Mehun-sur-Yeure, to con- 
template the magnificent remains of the castle. It is 
only tour leagues distant from Bourges, and is ren- 
dered famous in history by the death of Charles VII. 
of France, who constructed it, and who died tbere^ m 
1401, by a voluntary abstinence from food, origi- 
nating from the apprehension of being poisoned by 
his own son, Louis XL The situation of the castle 
ill corresponds with the grandeur of the structure* 
It stands in a wide extended plain, sheltered by deep 
woods, and at its foot flows the little river Yeure, 
which dividing at the spot into several streams, forms 
a number of marshy islands covered with willows. 
Though the castle of Mehun has been burnt by light- 
ning, as well as greatly injured by time, and the de- 
predations of the neighbouring peasants, yet its ruins 
are even now inexpressibly august and beautiful. The 
great tower is very perfect j and three of the apart- 
ments which appear to have been rooms of state, 
might almost be inhabited at present. The chamber 
where, as it is said, the unhappy king expired, is in one 
of the smaller towers, the entrance into which is ob- 
structed by the stones which have fallen from abote. 
The whole edifice is composed of a sWne nearly equal 
to marble in whiteness and durability, 'arid is stir- 
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rounded by a deep ditch. In the centre stands the 
chapel, the workmanship and delicacy of which are 
astonishing. This castle is one of the finest monu- 
ments, now existing in Europe, of the taste and style 
of architecture in the fifteenth century. 

I pursued my journey through the provinces of 
Berri and Sologne to Orleans, where I arrived the en- 
suing day. The entrance into it is noble and striking 
from the south, over a fine bridge across the Loire, 
of nine atches. The city itself is, in general, very 
meanly built, and the streets narrow; one only ex- 
cepted, which leads from the Widge, and is com- 
posed of modern, elegant buildings. In this street 
stands the celebrated monument, where Charles VII. 
and the Maid' of Orleans are represented on their 
ksees before the body of our Saviour, who lies ex- 
tended on the lap of the Virgin. It was erected by 
order of that monarch, in 14.58, to perpetuate his vic- 

. tones over the English, and their expulsion from his 
dominions. All the figures are of iroq. The king 
appears bareheaded, and by him lies his helmet, sur- 
mounted with a crown. Opposite to him is the maid 
herself, in the same attitude of grateful devotion to 
Heaven. It is a most precious and invaluable histo- 
rical monument. 

In the Hotel de Ville is a portrait of the same ex- 
traordinary woman, executed in 1581, which was 
near one huudred and thirty years after her decease j 
yet it is the oldest original picture of her now exist- 
ing. The painter seems to have drawn a flattering 

. resemblance of her, and to have given his heroine 
imaginary charms. Her {ace though long, is of ex- 
ceeding beauty, heightened by an expression of in- 
telligence and grandeur rarely united. Her hair falls 

. loosely down her back, and she wears on her head a 
sort of bonnet encircled with pearls, and shaded with 

# white plumes, tied under her chin with" a string. 

..About her neck is a little collar, and lower down, 
upon her bosom," a necklace composed of small 
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links. Her dress fits close to the body, and is cut or 
slashed at the arms and elbows. Round her waist is 
an embroidered girdle, and in her right hand she 
holds the sword with which she expelled the enemies 
of her sovereign and her country. 

The environs of Orleans, more especially in the 
province of Sologne, to the south of the Loire, are 
very agreeable. It is in general a level country, co- 
vered with com and vines. Daring my itay there I 
visited La 'Source, a villa rendered famous by the 
abode of Henry St. John, lord Bolingbroke, who 
passed the chief part of his exile in this retreat. Near 
the house in a hollow dell is the celebrated spring 
from which the place has received its name. The 
water rises out of the earth, from a very narrow aper- 
ture, in a prodigious column, and forms immediately 
a considerable river, called the Loiret, which, after 
winding its course about two leagues, is lost in the 
Loire* The gentleman to whom the place now be- 
longs has deformed and totally disfigured this beauti- 
ful fountain, by an ill-judged and mistaken taste. In- 
stead of a dark and gloomy hollow, shaded by deep 
woods, and adapted to the genius of the scene, in the 
midst of which the, spring formerly rose with violence 
out of the earth, he has enlarged the opening from 
whence it issue* ; and it now only appears to bubble 
up without force, in the middle of a shallow artificial 
bason. No trees of any kind conceal or shelter it from 
view ; and after first passing through a narrow chan- 
nel, if is dispersed in the form of a looking-glass be- 
fore the house. 

I left Orleans on Sunday the 12th, and arrived at 
Blots the same evening. Curiosity to visit the tomb of 
Louis XI. who is interred at Notre D«tme de ClerV, in- 
duced me to take the road through that place, though 
less direct. I passed the bridge of Si. Mesmiu, me- 
morable for the assassination of Francis, duke of 
Guise, with Brantome in my hand ; and attempted, 
from his minui* «ud exact description, to ascertain 

VOL. XYIU* X 
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tbe precise spot where that illustrious prince 
killed by Mer£ Poltrot, daring the civil wars of 
France under Charles IX. 

The church of Clery was built by Louis XI. who had 
always a singular and capricious devotion for the Virgin 
Mary, to whom it is dedicated. From a similar super- 
stition, he ordered his body to be interred there, 
under a monument which he had himself erected. 
The Hugonots, in the civil wars under Catherine de 
Medicis, broke open his tomb, and scattered tbe 
bones about the church with a savage ferocity. Louis 
XIII. caused tbe present monument to be constructed 
in 1622, which is composed of white marble, and 
well executed. The king is on his knees in an atti- 
tude of prayer, his hands raised to heaven. His queen, 
Charlotte of Savoy, was originally buried in the same 
tomb, and Charles VIII. caused his own heart to be 
deposited there, near his father's remains. 

I crossed the Loire again at Beaugency, and spent 
the whole afternoon in the gardens and groves of Me- 
nars. This was the seat of tbe celebrated Madame de 
Pompadour, who began to improve the place, and be- 

Sueathed it at her death to the Marquis de Marigny, 
er only brother. The situation is of unparalleled 
beauty; and trie eye is continually entertained 00 
every side with a prospect the most extensive, <k- 
licious, and cultivated. Towns, palaces, anoVcastles, 
intermixed with forests, hamlets, abbeys, and vine- 
yards, are spread below : while a noble river pouring 
through the plain* diffuses plenty and fertility ior its 
progress. The gardens themselves are laid out with 
great taste, and adorned with a number of statues, 
chiefly presented to the marquis by his late majesty 
Louis XV. Monsieur de Marigny has prodigiously 
improved the plan since the Marchioness of Pompa- 
dour's decease. The terrace does not yield to that of 
Windsor or of St. Germain 5 and the woods, through 
which winds a murmuring rivulet, are of the most 
secluded appearance, In *h* «oiftet of them, con- 
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cealed under a thick cover of trees, appears a Cupid, 
who seems as if just alighted on a pedestal covered 
with roses. Nothing can exceed the archness of his 
looks ; but he has his finger on his lips, to invite 
confidence. 

It is impossible for any person to be destitute of 
some emotions of pleasure, at the view of a place so 
renowned in history, as Blois. I cannot describe what 
I felt when I looked upon the castle, where Louis 
XII. the father of his people, was born - 7 where Isa- 
bella of Bavaria, and Mary of Medicis, queens of 
France, were imprisoned; within whose walls the 
Duke and the Cardinal of Guise were sacrificed to 
the vengeance of Henry III. ; where Valentia of 
Milan, where Anne of Bretagne, and Claude her 
daughter, died ; and, to close this august series of 
princes, where Catherine of Medicis, so renowned 
for bet genius and her crimes, likewise expired. I 
trode with reverence over the ground, rendered in 
iome degree sacred ; and viewed with a solemn de- 
light the towers once' inhabited by queens and mo- 
narch*, now tending to decay, or covered with ivy, 
which spreads a twilight through the apartments at 
tDoonrday. An air of melancholy and departed great- 
,nes» is strongly diffused through the whole palace, 
and increased by the silence which universally reigns 
araund. 

* The castle of Blots stands on a rock* immediately 
above the Loire, and commands a view of the most 
captivating beauty. The ancient Counts of Blois 
held their constant residence here, and constructed 
the original castle, of which no remains now- exist, 
except one large round tower. The eastern and 
southern sides, as they now subsist, were built by 
Louis XII. and over the grand gateway is an eques- 
trian statue of him, habited in a coat of mail. 

The style of architecture merits great attention ; 
and some of the figures, which support the windows, 
are of a nature so very indecent, that in the state of 
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refinement to which modem manners hare attained, 
it excites our surprize how a prince so virtuous as 
Louis XII. or a queen so rigid and so reserved in her 
manners as was Anne of Bretagoe, could ever have 
permitted them to be placed in the most conspicuous 
part of a royal palace. It is a striking proof of the 
gross and unpohshed manners of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, though not ftf the morals. 

The northern front of the castle was built by 
Francis I. soon after his accession to the throne of 
France. A more splendid style, a workmanship ap- 
proaching, in delicacy and elegance, to the Greek 
and Jtoman architecture, discriminates it from the 
former, and marks a more refined and liberal age. 
The apartments are all spacious and magnificent, 
though now dismantled and neglected. I was shewn 
the celebrated chamber in which Henry, duke of Guise, 
was assassinated, in' 1 588, by order of Henay III. The 
stones which were tinged with his blood, have been 
almost scraped away by the curiosity of successive 
travellers. At the western extremity of the budding 
is the to weT"of Chateau Regnaud, famous for having 
been the scene of the murder of the Cardinal of Guise. 
I descended into the dungeon where that ambitious 
and unfortunate prelate passed the night previous* to 
his execution, with his companion, the Archbishop of 
Lyons. Two doors of massy iron open into a gloomy 
chamber, vaulted, and into which the light is only 
admitted by one small window closed with iron bars. 
In the middle of the floor is a round hole, sufficiently 
large to receive the body of a man, and under it are 
three ranges of dungeons, one beneath the other. The 
cardinal himself* was put to death in a sort of recess 
hollowed into the wall, on the day following that of 
his brother, the Duke of Guise. They both perished 
the just martyrs of their inordinate ambition'. 

At the eastern termination of the northern front is 
the Salle des Etats, where Henry ill. assembled the 
ft#tes twice during his distracted reigiu It is a vast 
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hill* now disused, and almost in ruins. Ifc the chim- 
ney, the bodies of the Duke and Cardinal of Guise, af- 
ter their assassination, are said to have been consumed 
to ashes. The western front is the work of Gaston 
Duke of Orleans, son of Henry IV. and brother to 
Louis XIU. It is a beautiful and magnificent edi- 
fice,, hut was unhappily left incomplete by his death, 
in- \65Q. Mansard was the arctt^ct whom he em- 
ployed in its construction; and more thau three 
hundred thousand fores were uselessly expended on 
this sumptuous building, which is uninhabitable, and 
already far gone in decay. Gaston himself foretold 
the future state of incompletion and ruin in which it 
would be left ; and in that conviction exclaimed, as be 
lay expiring, " Domus mea, domus desolationis in 
eternum !" 

The gardens of the castle, which were formerly 
rery extensive, are now converted into private pro- 
perty ; and the superb gallery which was constructed 
by Henry IV. to divide the upper and lower gardens, 
is only to be traced in its ruins. The walk of Cathe- 
rine, of Medieis, however, still subsists ;' it is of a 
prodigious length, extending to the forests of Blois, 
and forming an avenue to the castle, truly royal. •> 

I went to visit Ghamhord, the famous palace of 
Francis I. .which is .about four leagues from henoe, 
on the southern side of the Loire. It stands in a low 
situation, surrounded by deep woods, and has all the 
©ppeaarance-of one of Tasso's, orAfiosto's enchanted 
castles. The magnitude of the whole structure, to- 
gether .with the numerous turrets, pinnacles, domes, 
and towers, over which the lapse of two centuries 
begins to (throw an air of decay, and waning splen- 
dor, produce an effect .on the beholder difficult to be 
described. Thick forests surround it on all aides* and 
in the front scarcely flows a little river, called the 
Cousson, black and full of •sedges. The palace is 
moated round, in the gloomy taste of the age in 
which it was built > but the architecture of M» 
x 3 
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though strictly Gothic, is tuli ot beauty and ektgnee. 
A grand staircase in the centre of the building, leads 
to the different ranges of apartments ; and by a 
singular contrivance it is rendered double, so tbat 
two persons nay ascend or descend at the" same time, 
without ever seeing or meeting each other. 

The chambers though now unfurnished, and be* 
ginning to feel tsje^njurious effects of time, are still 
extremely magnificent. Those which were occu- 
pied by the lace Maresehal Saxe, are not entirely 
without furniture, and have been in some degree mo- 
dernized. In many of thtra beams are stretched 
across to support the ceilings. Catherine of Medicis, 
who had been informed by an astrologer that she was 
in danger of being crushed under the rains of a house, 
caused them to be placed in this manner, to secure 
her from the fatal consequences of the prediction. 

immense sums of money were expended by Francis 
I. in the construction of Chambord ; and eighteen 
hundred workmen were employed during twelve 
years in its completion. There are said to be twelve 
hundred large, and four hundred smaller, apart- 
meats in the palace. Francis entertained the empe- 
ror Charles V. with his -accustomed magnificence 
end splendor, in 1540. Henry II. made some addi- 
tions to the palace. His father's device, a Salamander 
tit thejtemes, is seen in almost every part of the 

% building. 

Since the decease of Maresehal Saxe, Chambord 

■ is hastening to decay. Louis XIV. made several 
visits to it, to enjoy the pleasure of hunting ; but his 
successor totally neglected it, and many hundred 
thousand livres must now be expended on the palace, 
i>efore it could be rendered fit to lodge and receive a 
sovereign. 

Thecity of Blois is meanly built,- and many of the 
houses are coeval with the castle itself. It stands on 
the declivity of the hill, along the northern bank of 
the river., and is joined to a considerable suburb, 
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im the opposite side of the Loire, by a modern bridge. 
No language can- describe the beauty of the Loire, or 
the fertility of the country through which it flows. 
The extreme poverty and misery of the peasants, in 
the midst of a delicious paradise, producing in the 
greatest abundance all the necessaries and elegancies 
of life, impresses one with pity, wonder, and indig- 
nation. There is much magnificence, but still more 
distress ; one princely chateau surrounded with a 
thousand wretched hamlets j the most studied and 
enervate luxury among the higher orders of society, 
contrasted with beggary and nakedness among the 
people, forcibly strike the contemplative mind. 

The road from Biois to Tours is one of the most 
agreeable in France* and lies along the bank of the 
river Loire. Hills, whose sides are covered with 
vines $ forests, among which appear spires and villas ; 
or wide plains, cultivated with the greatest industry, 
continually diversify and enliven the scene. 

I stopped some hours to view the castle of Chan* 
rnont. t is built on a high point of land, about fire 
leagues below Blois, on the southern bank of the 
Loire, and commands a most extensive prospect. The 
pile is- Gothic, and was constructed about the middle 
of the fifteenth century, by the lords of the house of 
Araboise. The cardinal of that name, the virtuous 
and incorrupt minister of Louis XII, was himself 
born there, and the devices of his family are yet 
distinctly to be traced on the great towers * of the 
castle. 

Henry II. made a present of the castle to his mis- 
tress, Diana de Poitiers, duchess of Valentmois, so 
celebrated in the annals of France. She improved 
and enlarged it very considerably. On the death of 
her royal lover, in 1559,/Catherine of Medicis, who 
had long envied her the possession of Chaumont, 
rather compelled than requested the duchess to re- 
nounce it iu her favour y but by an. act- of generosity 
becoming a queen, she presented Diana> in retuwi, 
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the palace of Chejionceaux-sur-Cher. Soon after &e 
death of Catherine, Chauniont fell into the hands ef 
the Viscount de Sardini, a Lucquese nobleman, wfeo 
bad married a lady of the house of LuueuU distantly 
allied to that princess. Exactly opposite to it, and 
about a mile distant frog* the Loire, stands the castle 
of Onzain, in which Louis, prince of Conde, who 
was afterwards killed at Jaraac, in I5dg, was up- 
prisoned by Catherine of Medicis, after the (battle of 
Dreux, and during the subsequent siege of Orleans. 

I arrived at Aipboise on the 1 6th of May. , Tfce 
town is humble and ill-built? but has been rendered 
famous in history by the conspiracy . of the. prp- 
testants, in 1560, which gave rise, to the fatal wars 
of religion in France. The castle is situated on v a 
craggy rock, extremely difficult of access. At its 
•foot flows the Loire, which is divided into two streams 
by a small island. Only two detached parts of the 
ancient castle now remain, one of which was con- 
structed by Charles VIII. and the other by Fmncis 
I. From the hill behind the castle, is seen another 
of those enchanted landscapes, which these provinces 
of France continually exhibit, and where the eye is 
delighted with a profusion of natural beauties. 

I proceeded the ensuing day to Chanteloup, the 
palace of the Duke de Choiseul, about a .mile from 
Amboise. Neither the situation nor the views are 
attractive. The prospect which it commands is very 
-limited, and the Loire, although at so inconsider- 
able a distance, is scarcely seen from the upper ap- 
partrnents. The rooms which I was allowed to view, 
though splendid, were equally destitute of any pro- 
• duction of painting or of sculpture > and fell far short 
< .of the magnificent ideas which I had. been taught to 
preconceive of Chanteloup. The duke has, notwith- 
standing, spent immense sums on this palace, and .is 
employed in constructing additional chambers, which 
will surpass all those already finished, in grandeur 
•ftad^leganac. 
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- "From thence I continued my journey to Tours, 
which is boil tin afin6p)ain, on the southern bank 
of the Loire; The surrounding country surpasses i» 
fertility; and every eminence, within several miles of 
the place, is occupied either by convents or villas. 
Among the former, is the celebrated monastery of 
Marmontier, from whence Isabella of Bavaria, queen 
of Charles VI. was carried off, in 1417, D 7 John SaD * 
Fear, duke of Burgundy. 

I made an excursion, on the 20th, to Loches, 
which is ten leagues distant from this place, through 
a delicious plain watered by the Cher, the Indre, and 
a nnrober of rivulets* that fertilise the meadows 
through which they wind their course. The castle 
of Loebes was, in former ages, the usual place of 
confinement for prisoners of the highest quality. 
Its origin remounts to the most remote antiquity, 
nor is there any tradition which pretends to ascertain 
the name of its founder, or the time of its construc- 
tion^ It has been enlarged, rebuilt, and fortified by 
several successive sovereigns. Charles VII. frequently 
field his court and residence there during the former 
part of his reign $ and Rene, duke of Alengon, one of 
the princes of the blood royal, was long detained 
there a prisoner by that monarch's order, on accoant 
of his treasonable practices. In one of the apart* 
ments is the iron cage, in which Louis XI. confined 
the Cardinal de la Balue more than nine years. This 
inhuman engine of punishment is not above eleven 
feet square. The. cardinal was, at length, released 
in 1481, at the intercession of the reigning pope, 
during the long state of weakness and debihty which 
preceded the king's decease. 

I viewed the chamber where the perfidious Ludo- 
vico Sforza, the Moor, duke of Milan, was irapri* 
toned by Louis XII. from the year 150Oto 1510. It 
ia a large apartment, vaulted, and in that age, was 
pot improper for the confinement of a sovereign. 
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prince. Only one window* secured by three gratiftgs 
of iron, admits light into, the mom, and in the midst 
of summer the rays of the sun enter through this open- 
ing, about the hour of noon, only for a a lew minutes. 
Over the chimney is the figure of a head> supposed, to 
be Sforsa*s, covered with a helmet, 

I quitted this chamber/ and. descended with my 
guide, by the^ghtof a torch, into the Oubliettes, or 
subterranean dungeons. They are labyrinths, hollowed 
into the earth/ of a vast extent, and totally, destitute 
of light. The air itself was so moist and unwhole- 
some, that it almost extinguished the flambeau. The 
man who attended me, made me remark circular holes 
m many places of the incumbent rock* through which 
they let down the wretched victims destined to perish 
in these caverns. Doors of massy iron dosed up the 
entrance, and prevented ail possibility of. succour. or 
escape. I was glad to leave these dismal abodes of 
darkness and horror., to revisit the cheerful day. The 
greater part of the castle of Loches is now ie ruins; 
but it is, notwithstanding, still used for the consme- 
ment of persons accused of crimes of state ; and it then 
contained a gentleman who had been immured more 
than three years, but whose offence was unknown* 

In the principal church of Leches, before the high 
altar, is interred the celebrated Agnes Soreille, mis- 
tress to Charles VII. who died in 1449. The monu- 
ment is composed of black marble, and on it are her 
effigies, executed in white alabaster. If the .figure 
may be supposed to resemble her, she was feminine 
and delicate to the utmost degree. The face is 
perfectly correspondent to the other parta, and con- 
veys an idea of uncommon loveliness, mixed with ex- 
quisite fragility. Her hands which are joined in the 
- act of prayer, are models of symmetry and proportion. 
Hound her head is tied a broad fillet, studded with 
pearls ; and a sort of necklace composed of the same 
ornaments falls on her bosom. She lies upon an em- 
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broidered cushion ; her dress is simple and modest, 
concealing her limbs from* view - f and at her feet are 
placed two lambs, emblematical of her name, Agnes* 
Time has began to injure and deface the figure and 
the tomb in many part*. I viewed it with extreme 
satisfaction daring some minutes, from the recollection 
of that magnanimity which actuated her conduct, and 
which she infused into her lover, when sinking under 
th6 superior power of his enemies. Among the many 
favourites of princes whose names history has preserv- 
ed, none appear to have beeri more* worthy of a mo** 
rarch's attachment, and a nation's love, than waft 
Agnes Soreille. A thousand fables respecting her 
are yet preserved among the inhabitants of Loches $ 
her beauty, her* liberality, and he* power over the 
king, form the principal subjects of .these traditions. 
It is certain that she resided frequently at BeauUeu, 
a little town, only divided from Loches by the river 
Indre, and where are still seen the remains of a cha* 
teau which belonged to her. As she died at the abbey 
of Jumieges, in Normandy, her body was brought by 
her express command to this church, to which, in 
her life-time, she had made very ample donation*. ' 
Loufe XI. though he neither honoured his father's 
memory, nor respected Agnes, yet protected her re- 
mains, and rejected the petition of the canons of the 
church, who, by an act of ingratitude to their bene- 
factress, had requested that her tomb might be re- 
moved and demolished. 

1 next visited the castle of Hessest-les-Tours, so- 
famous for having been die scene of the illness and 
death of Louis XI. in 148*. I felt a secret horror a» 
I entered the court, and surveyed the walls once 
covered with iron spikes, where a continual guard 
kept watch during the last sad hours of the guilty and 
expiring monarch. Plessez is situated only half at 
league from Tours, in a plain surrounded by woods, 
at a little distance from the Loire, The building ia 
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yet handsome, though only composed of bttckj and 
now converted to purpose* of commerce. Id the 
chapel, on the right hand of the high altar, is a 
masterly and beautiful portrait of Louis XI. himself, 
dressed in complete armour. Within- bis left arm, 
which lies on his breast, is a standard ; and with his 
right hand he takes off his helmet, in the act of salu- 
tation to the Virgin Mary and her infant His harsh 
and unpleasiog features are softened into a smile of' 
pleasure and complacency. He seems to extend his 
left hand towards the child, whose eye k fixed on his 
with eagerness. These indications of tenderness have 
given room to suppose, that by the figures of Mary 
and of our Saviour, are designed Charlotte of Savor 
bis queen, and Charles VIII. his son. Her habit, 
which is royal, the diadem on her head, and more 
than all, a resemblance between the iniant and the 
king, which is very striking, strongly confirm this 
supposition. 

Tours is an unpleasant and ill-built city ; but several 
projected improvements, some of which are already 
executed, will, probably, in a few years materially 
alter its appearance. 

At Langeais, about seven- leagues from Tours, I 
•topped to examine the remains of the castle, which 
are yet noble, though decayed and in ruins. It is 
rendered celebrated in history by the nuptials of Anne 
of Bretagne with Charles VII t. which were solemnized 
there in I486. I arrived at the city of Saumur the 
same evening. Five leagues from this place stands 
the abbey of Fontevrauld, where Henry II. and 
Richard I. of England are interred. It is situated in 
a valley near the confines of. Aujou, on the side of 
Touraine. Rocky hills rise behind it, and thick woods 
conceal it almost entirely from view. An air of me- 
lancholy and silence. reigns on all sides, peculiarly 
, characteristic of, and suitable to, the gloomy devoiiou 
of monastic life. As I walked^ under the high and 
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▼enerable rows of elms in the gardens of the convent, 
it was impossible for me not to feel, in some degree, 
those awful sensations which are naturally inspired by 
these religious solitudes. The abbey was founded iti 
the year 1096, by Robert d'Arbrisseh Its reputation 
for sanctity, and its vicinity to Chifion, at which city 
Henry II. died, were probably the causes of his being 
interred at Foritevrauld, which was not the burial 
place of his progenitors, the Counts of Anjoti. Sen- 
timents of penitence and contrition for his filial dis- 
obedience, induced Richard I. to order, in his dying 
moments, that his body should be laid at the feet of 
his father, Henry. Eleanor of Aauitaine, wife of 
the one, and mother of the other, prince, lies buried 
in the same tomb ; as do likewise Jane Queen of Sicily 
and Countess of Provence, daughter to Henry II. and 
Elizabeth of Angoaleme, widow to John king of 
England. The figures of all these sovereigns are 
carved in stone upon the monument itself -, but as that 
is inclosed within the grate, in the part of the choir 
where the abbess and nuns assembled for public devo- 
tion, no interest or entreaties could possibly procure 
me admittance into -this sacred inolosure ; and I was 
consequently prevented from Observing it with that 
minuteness and attention which' l4euld have wished. 

Fontevrauld, besides the respect derived from its 
antiquity, has been ever considered as* one of the moot 
honourable and important ecclesiastical benefices in 
France. Many princesses of the biood have succes- 
sively governed it, and the revenues^ are immense. 
The number of religious, of both sexes, under the 
abbess's direction, aniounts to more than two hundred, 
and her authority; both temporal and spiritual, is very 
extensive. 

I returned back to Saunror the same evening, and 
left it again on the 25tn of May. ' The town is sroaft 
but pleasantly situated on the Loire, across which 1*4 
long bridge, - continued' through auumber qf island*. 
Saumur was anciently a most important pass over the 

vo.l. xruu Y 
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tiver, and of cotupQueooQ was frequently said fiercely 
disputed by either PPtty* daring the civil wars of France 
bi the sixteenth century. The castle overlooks the 
town and river. It i$ built on a lofty eminence,, and 
bas a venerable and majestic appearance* though now 
pnly .used as a prison of state. The ktpgjs of Sicily, 
and dukes of Anjou, of the house of Valots, who de- 
scended from John king of France, often resided in 
the castle of Saumur, as it constituted a part of their 
Angevin dominions* 

The distaqce from Saumur to Angers is about 
thirteen leagues, and the greater part of die road lies 
along the banks of the Loire. Anjou appears not to 
yield in fertility or beauty to any province of the king* 
dom. It produces wines of the. most delicious and 
exquisite flavour, among, which that of Cbarnpigny, a 
little village near Fontevrauld* is particularly admired 

I made a stay of two days in Angers. This city 
stands in a. plain, and is divided into La haute and 
La basse viUe by the river Mayenne, which winds 
through meadows, *nd falls into the Loire rive miles 
below. The castle was built by St Louis, about the 
middle of t|ie thirteenth century. , The walls, fosses, 
and numerous towers which yet subsist, evince its 
former magnificence,; and its situation ia the centre 
of the city, on * rock overhanging the river, conduces 
to give it an air of grandeur, though at present it is io 
decay. It was the principal residence of the kings of 
Sicily, as dukes of Afljpvu The cathedral of Angers 
is a venerable structure* and although it has undergone 
many alterations in the course of ages since its con- 
struction, yet the architecture is singular and attractive. 
Here lies interred, with her ancestors, the .renowned 
Margaret, daughter of Rene*, king of Sicily, and queep 
of Henry VI. of England. She expired, after her 
many intrepid, tjut Ujetfeqtuaft efforts ip replace her 
husband ou the t\mo&, ia.&ft. year 14£2, at the castle 
tf DamnjejKe, ia^josu The Efi&ak fr&esm* *•» 
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to have pWd little attention t© this HkvtriotN princess 
in her retirement and obscurity, > after Loais XI. of 
France had ransomed her from Edward IV. She was 
the favourite child of Een6, who solemnly renounced, 
in favour of the king of France, all his claims on the 
province of Aajou and the duchy of Lorraine, to ob* 
tain her freedom. In his court, and under his pro* 
tection, she remained at Aix in Provence> the usual 
place of that prince's residence, till his death obliged 
her to return into the Angevin territories. She was 
there received by a gentleman, named Vignole, who 
had been long in her father's service, and who af- 
forded her an asylum. Henry Earl of Richmond, who 
was afterwards victorious at Bosworth, and who was 
then a fugitive in Bretagne, went from Vannes to 
visit her, and ask her advice; She strongly urged 
him to his attempt against the house of York, though 
she did not survive to be a witness of his success. No 
remains of that commanding beauty, which she had 
once possessed, accompanied her in the decline of life. 
A French writer has drawn the portrait of Margaret 
when near her end 3 . and it impresses both with hor- 
ror and compassion. It shews the transience of beauty, 
and the triumph of years in their truest colours. 

Angers is of very considerable size, but the build- 
ings and streets are almost as mean and as old as those 
of Bourges. The walls, with' which John king of 
England surrounded it in 1214, remain nearly entire, 
and are of a very large circumference. 

I slept on the 27th at La Fleche, a pretty town on 
the confines of Anjou. In the church which belonged 
to the Jesuits are the hearts of Henry IV. and Mary 
of Medicis, which were deposited there by the express 
command of those princes. I entered the province of 
Maine next morning. It is ten leagues from La Fleche 
to Mans, through a country much inclosed and finely 
wooded. The situation of Mans is very pleasant, 
near the junction of two* little rivers, which wind 
through a delicious plain. I ascended to the top of 
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the cathedral, to enjoy one of the finest inland pro- 
spects that can bo conceived. Towards Normandy 
and Perche it is lost in clouds at a-great distance, and 
on the side of Bretagne extends the forest of Mans, 
the scenerof that extraordinary phantom which is said 
to have appeared to Charles VI. of France, and which 
was a principal cause of his subsequent insanity. The 
city of Mans is small, but preferable to Angers in* ele- 
gance and regularity. It formerly constituted, to- 
gether with the province of which it is the capital, a 
part of our Henry IPs hereditary dominions, in right 
of his mother Matilda. In *he year 12 Id, Philip 
Augustas conquered Maine from John, and annexed 
the province to the crown of France. 
• It was late in the day when I left Mans, and as 
Alencon is twelve leagues distant, I was obliged to 
stop at a little town named Beaumont-le-Viscomte, 
situated near the confines of Maine and Normandy, 
on the side of a steep hill, at the foot of which runs a 
rivulet, and from whence a delicious landscape is seen 
on all sides. I got to Alencon the ensuing morning. 
The place is of considerable size, washed by the little 
river Sarte, and stands in the midst of an extensive 
plain. I slept at Seefe, an ancient city, and con- 
tinued rny route next day to L'Aigle, a small town \ 
but well known in history by hs castle, though scarce 
any traces of it now remain. Our annals inform us, 
that William the Conqueror frequently resided there 
in his visits to these his hereditary dominions. 

Having crossed a considerable part of Normandy, I 
reached the city of Evreus, which is situated in a deep 
vale surrounded with lofty hills ; and pursuing my 
journey, arrived at Rouen on the last of May. Rouen 
is too well known, and too frequently visited, to ren- 
der any long description of it necessary. The Seine 
is beautiful both above aud below the place, covered 
with little islands overgrown with wood,, and running 
at the foot of a range of lofty fountains, Near its 



V«Wf&It FBAWOK. 245 

barik* citjooe extremity of the city, tfeyet *een the 
rejnante. of. the palace which Henry V. of England 
began in 1410, and which was completed under his 
unfortunate «on Henry VI. in 1443. At a small dis- 
tance, f Horn it is a tower, in which John Duke of 
Bedfbndcdofined the Maid of Orleans previous to her ' 
trial. A stable is erected to her on the spat where her 
crael sentence was executed, and an inscription en* 
graven beneath it in her honour. Who would not 
die, to merit two of the lines whieh compose it ? 

T— « Exuit flammis quod mortal*, 
. . Superest gloria nunquam moriturai**-—- 

I went from hence to visit a little priory, called 
Notre Dame de bonnes Nouvelles, situated on the 
southern bank of the Seine, and which was founded 
By "William the Conqueror, previous to his successful 
attemut on the English crown. It is said that his 
wife Matilda being at her devotions in this church, 
intelligence arrived that the Duke of Normandy had 
gained the important battle of Hastings ; and from this 
circumstance it obtained the name which it retains at 
present. Matilda, daughter pf Henry I. and mother 
of Henry II, kings of England, were buried there 5 
but six hundred years- have totally erased the inscrip- 
tion on her tpmb, of which there are now no traces 
discernible. This princess, as being duchess of Nor- 
mandy, resided frequently at Rouen, and she con- 
structed the ancient bridge across the Seine, of which 
, the rums yet remain, though it has long since become 
useless as a. means pf comiauniqatipq. < 

^he cathedral is one of the most fra^riificent monu. 

. jnents of Qothic architecture to ; lie found in France, 

It was btlHt under William the Conqueror's reign,. and 

entirely cpmpleted in 1(X}3. 1 trode with reverential 

awe among the tombs of the numerous kings and 

. princes who are jpterred in different parts of the edi- 

V 3 
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fice. Here Km Rolia the Dane, founder t)f the Non 
mao line, destined to ascend the English throne; a 
hero almost lost in the barbarism and distance ef the 
times in which he flourished^ Two ef his descendants, 
dukes of Normandy, am buried near him. The heart 
of Richard I. king of England, which, when dying, 
he ordered to be deposited in the cathedral of Rouen, 
is placed oa the right hand of the high altar. It was 
originally preserved in a shrine of massy silver; bat 
during the extreme distress occasioned by the want of 
money to defray the expences of St Louis's ransom, 
when taken prisoner at Damieta in Egypt, this splendid 
repository, was applied to the necessities of the state. 
Prince Henry, the elder brother of Richard, who died 
at the castle of Mattel, in Qnercy, in 1 1 83, lies buried 
on the opposite side. Near these, repose all that is 
mortal of John Duke Of Bedford ; an illustrious name, 
revered even by his enemies, and almost without a 
' blemish. Behind the altar, under a monument of 
' exquisite workmanship, is interred the great Cardinal 
Amboise, minister to Louis XII. whose memory 
France will honour as long as patriotism and integrity 
are cherished among men. He is represented on the 
tomb, kneeling and in pYayer. The monument of 
Louis de Breze, Senechal of Normandy, and Count 
de Maulevrier, who died in 153 1, is one of the most 
masterly and beautiful productions of the chisel. The 
' figure of the count himself is extended at full length, 
and is beautifully executed : on one side is the Virgin 
Mary, and on the other appears his widow, the cele- 
brated Diana- de Poitiers, afterwards the favourite 
mistress of Henry II. She looks down on the body 

* of her husband ; ui the attitude and dress of a mourner. 

Rouen, though large and enriched by commerce, is 
not an elegant city. Tlie streets are almost all narrow, 
crooked and dirty' ; the buildings old and irregular: It 

* was fortified by St. Louis in 1253, but the walls are 

* now demolished; The environs, more peculiarly the 



^mo?GH PIANOS. 24? 

hill* which overlook the Seine, are charmingly agree:. 
able, and are covered with magnificent villas. 

After a short stay at Rouen, Mr. Wraxall em- 
barked for England | and concluded a tour of con- 
siderable extent, which no person of taste can read 
without pleasure and approbation. 
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THROUGH THE ' 

NORTHERN PARTS OF EUROPE, . 
' mmiculaxlt i- ; 

COPENHAGEN; STOCKHOLM, . 
PETERSBURG!!, 

IN THE YEAR 1/7*- 

By NATHANIEL WRAXALL/ Esq, 

interspersed with some occasional remarks.. 



THE ingenious author of this tour is so well, 
known, that it is unnecessary,, in the present 
day, to giye any particulars' respecting him; and 
posterity will be at no loss to distinguish him' among 
those who have contributed to inform or amuse the 
public, by his various valuable publications'. 

The present tour, which, in order of firae, precedes 
that- through France already given, is written on 
the same plan, and possesses the same 'merit. To 
preserve uniformity, and at the same time to do justice 
to the author, we have therefore given .both in tbfc 
same manner. 

Mr. WrajcalTs object on this occasion, was to visit 
the three northern capitals and courts, and to describe 
the prominent features of each. He has not, how- 
ever, been inattentive to other subjects which solicit 
the regard of an enlightened traveller. He has neither 
encumbered his narrative with details, which more 
properly belong to history and geography; nor omitted 
such a view of the scenes through which he passed, 
as was likely to afford entertainment or instruction. 
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We commence iur acquaintance with him, just as 
he was about to land oq the Maud of Zealand 5 and as 
far as circumstances allow, adopt Jus own easy and 
elegant mode of description. 4 H ^ 

April 19tb, 1 774, *boutauM«e, says Mr. Wraxall, 
1 landed at Jilsinqor : it was, a pleasant .day* though 
cold. I presented my letter* <of- mtrddaetioh' *> Mr. 
Fenwick, the English consul, who received me very 
politely } arid as he was much, engaged with a mul- 
titude of business, sent a domestic to attend me over 
|he castle of Crqpaberg* 

This fortress stands at the narrowest part of the 
Bound, and was probably intended to command its 
entrance $ but it appears doubtful if it would answer 
this purpose against a resolute enemy. It is a noble 
pile, built early in the itnt century by Christian JV, 
and was then often honoured with the royal re^dsvge* 
It is of a square form, and within is a fine quadranpe. 
The turrets at the corners are very superb, ancl iri the 
!most improved style of Gothic architecture. J was 
jshewn several large apartments, which are still de* 
pominate4 the king's: there is nothing, however, in 
.them royal, except some gilt leather chairs of equal 
^antiquity witf) the castle, and several daubings of kings 
jnounted on. white steeds, I desired to see the cham* 
J>ers which were occupied by her present majesty, 
.queen Matilda, during her confinement here^ but 
tney are, I find, 'those in which the xoJonel-pom- 
jnandapt resides, who it seems bac^ humanity and 
.'politeness enough to resign his, during her stay, as 
"the royal apartments were not fit to "be jphabifed at the 
inclement season of the year when sh'e was committed 
jiere ; nor do they appear capable of being made com^ 
portable at any season. 

While I was surveying the court below, V'poor 
'slave* fetttered, came, wp^; and taking ofif Kiscap, 

* All misdemeanors are punished with the Danes by serVf- 
tptfe in chains a longer or shorter time, according to the offence. 
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Addressed me in French •.* I. was charmed to meet witft 
any thing with which I could converse 3 for the Danish 
sentinel who accompanied me could only transmit hi j 
ideas in his own language, which to me, was perfectly 
unintelligible. I therefore entered into' conversation 
with the French captive, «nd ' i^sked , him if he was 
here when the queen Matilda was confined ? " Ah ! 
Monsieur," said ne, " I saw her every d^y ? I had th# 
honour to turn the spit for her majesty's dinner ; shs 
even promised to endeavour torprocu re me my liberty*. 
I assure you/' added he, warmly, " she was the most 
amiable princess in the world." I could not resist the" 
force of his compliment to an English and an injure^ 
queen., I put my hand in my pocket, aud gave hirji 
some' half doien stivers* Matilda was his benefactress, 
and I bid turn thank her, not me. 

About a quarter of a mile from Elsinoor, is a little* 
hunting, seat, where the. king drives down frequently * 
for a tew tiours in the- summer. ' Nothing is worth 
seeing in ojr ajbqut the building ; but the prospect from 
the roof is beautiful beyond expression : it looks down 
on the town, ojf Jjjjlsinoor and castle of Cronsberg, and 
commands beyond these the sound and coast of Sweden 
for a vast way. The town of Helsimborg in Sweden* 
which is exactly opposite, forms a line object. 

I peeped into the Danish church here; and was 
carried *p to the high altar, which was entirely covered 
with a curtain. 1 expected a Corregio, or a Raphael, 
thus guarded. However, on drawing aside the veil, I 
found it was- only a collection of saints, martyrs, and 
apostles* in .wooden alto-relievo, all dressed out ill 
gold leaf* with king Christian V. in the middle of 
them, who seemed to stare like a man in amazement j 
probably, at .finding himself in such company. 1 was 
disappointed, and yet could not help smiling at my 
mistake. On turning, round, I found, myself sur- 
rounded by a number of yellow-haired boys and girls, 
who had formed themselves into a semi- circle to look 
at the granger, I w^s a$ jauch pleased to look kt 
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them, as they could be at me j and selecting one of 
the girls, whose cheveux blondins hung down her neck 
in loose disorder, and whose whole figure was a beauty 
ki miniature, for she appeared to be only about eleven 
years of age, I went up to her, and presented her with 
a stiver. The " deturpulchriori" was not more legibly 
written by the hand of nature on Paris's apple, than 
it was on my bit of silver ; but my goddess was too 
young and too innocent to interpret it. 

Mr. Fenwick's agreeable company and entertain- 
ment, detained me at Elsinoor till tour o'clock or later, 
and I had then twenty-two miles to go in a chaise to 
Copenhagen. This vehicle, which was an indefinable 
somewhat, apparently begot by a coach upon a cart* 
and partaking very much of both kinds, was drawn by 
four little Danish horses; and notwithstanding it ap- 
peared to me, when I got into it, very ill calculated 
for speed j yet the driver whipped his cattle so 
frequently and so well, that I got to the capital about 
nine o'clock, which in this country is travelling at a 
great rate. 

The appearance of the country between Elsinoor 
and the capital did not much strike me; but I must 
confess I saw it through a very bad medium, as I 
could not keep myself warm the whole way, though 
wrapt up in my great coat. The day closed-m a long 

"league before I reached the metropolis, and I was in- 
debted to the moon for her light the remainder of the 
road. After the officers had stopped me at the gates, 
inquired* my name, r.nd searched ray trunks, I was 
set down at an inn opposite the royal palace. 

After some general visits, and private avocations, 
during the fir*t week of my abode in Copenhagen, I 

. wa* accompanied,. on the morning of the 25th, by two 
gentlemen, to Count Moltcke's palace. It is very 

"splendid j and a tine taste is shewn in the choice col- 

Jeci ion of the paintings which cover the grand drawing- 
room. Count Moltcke himself, who accompanied his 

present Danish caajesty to England, lives now in a 
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state of retirement, suited to his advanced age, and di- 
minished influence over affairs of state. He was the 
favourite, and the minister of Frederick V. and so 
despotic was his sway during the concluding period of 
the late reign, when the king, from personal and 
mental incapacities, scarce could wield the sceptre, 
that he was commonly called Konig, or King Moltcke. 
The round tower in Copenhagen is very singular. It 
was built by Christian IV. under whom the celebrated 
Tycho Brahe flourished, and designed for ai} observa- 
tory. There is not a single step in it, though very lofty. 
The ascent is by a spiral road, of near fourteen feet 
" broad, from the bottom to its summit. A professor, 
who shewed me over it, assured me, that one of their 
kings, drove in his carriage up and down it) and he 
even produced a book, as I doubted it, to prove the 
veracity of his assertion. I must own it may be easily 
done, though probably at some risk of the driver's 
neck. 

Every person* of fashion here speaks French, and 
many of them English. The gentlemen of the army 
and navy, in particular, are almost universally habituat- 
ed to those languages : there were at least several of 
them, with whom I fortunately fell Into company, ex- 
tremely disposed to treat a stranger with every mark— 
of urbanity and politeness ; and I had abundant reason 
to be grateful for their civilities. 

The weather was still very cold, for some time after 
my arrival : we had hail almost every day 5 nor were 
there as yet any marks of that sweet season, which the 
Italians so justly denominate the gioventu del anno, 
but which is pretty much unknown to Danish .poets. 
Indeed, I apprehend the year is more properly divided 
here into the summer and winter, than as with us into 
four seasons. A short summer succeeds to the long 
series of cold and darkness, which environs them front 
October till April ; and during this period, they often 
experience very great heats for a few days, or some- 
times weeks. Certainly man is much. affected by 
vol. xvni. % 
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physical causes, and one is not surprised to find th* 
elegant arts chiefly confined to luxurious and southern 
climates, and faintly raising their heads amid these 
snowy and inhospitable regions, where the inhabitants 
teem in some degree to partake of the asperities of 
their soil, and where royal munificence, however un- 
bounded, can only raise a few sickly and straggling 
plants. 

So few persons visit this metropolis or kingdom 
from motives of curiosity, that they were quite: sur- 
prized when I assured them I had no sort of business 
here, and was only employed in the search of know- 
ledge. A short time, however., is adequate to the 
completion of every purpose of this kind at Copen- 
hagen. 

There is no face of industry or business here j and 
Copenhagen, though one of the finest ports in the 
world, can boast X>f little commerce, The public 
places are filled with officers, either in the land o» 
sea service, and they appear to constitute three-fourths 
ef the audience at the comedy and the opera. The 
tiumber offerees are, indeed/ much too large for this 
little kingdom, which has not been engaged* in war 
these fifty years. They can boast, it is true> a vast 
extent of dominion 5 but of what importance are the 
Barren and almost uninhabited mountains of Norway 
and Lapland, stretching to the pole ; or the plains of 
Iceland, where the inhabitants are yet, and will pro- 
bably ever remain > in the most profound barbarism ? 
Their German dominions inHolstein are by far the 
most* rich, and furnish a large part of the royal re- 
venue. There needs, indeed, no stronger proof of 
the poverty of the kingdom, than the scarcity of specie. 
I saw no gold passing, and hardly any silver. They 
pay every thing in paper ; and if a single dollar is lost 
at the card or the billiard-table, it is paid in a bill. 

On the 27th, I went with a party of ladies to see 
the palace of Rosenboorg. It was constructed, as I 
am assured, by our celebrated Inigo Jones, and stands 
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in the middle of a large garden. It is small, and at 
present very little occupied by the king, or royal 
family. m There is an air of antiquity in all the apart* 
naetrfS) tapestry, and furniture, which is not displeas- 
ing, and impresses with respect The hangings, which 
are not ill executed, represent the various actions by 
sea and land, which diversified the ancient wars be- 
tween the Swedes and Danes, who seem always to 
have had the same national rivalship and animosity, 
which the French and English are distinguished for, 
and which it is probable, they will ever in some de» 
gree retain. At one end of this grand apartment, are 
three silver Mons, as large as the life, which seem, by v 
the ferocity and rudeness of their appearance, designed 
to characterize the age and nation in which they were 
cast. It is a sort of savage magnificence, which 
strikes mote effeminate and luxurious times with 
wonder, to introduce such figures into a banqueting 
room of state. 

Here are several small cabinets full of curious ran* 
ties, which the various sovereigns of Denmark have 
successively collected, and left to their posterity. Many < 
of them are intrinsically valuable $ others only pre- 
served from some event or accident connected with 
them. Among the first is a saddle, on which Chris* 
tran IV. made a kind of triumphal entry into Copen- 
hagen. It is covered with pearls, diamonds, and other 
precious stones; and the spurs are of gold, enrichei 
with jewels. The coat worn by the king, and a light 
helmet on the same occasion, are likewise covered 
witb pearls. The value is immense. They preserve, 
likewise, with great care, a handkerchief of that 
prince dyed with his blood, from a wound he received 
by a ball, which deprived him of an eye. The man 
who accompanied us, shewed me, with exultation in 
his countenance, a sword of Charles XII. of Sweden; 
k ts such a sword as such a monarch may be supposed 
to, have used, and would suit the meanest soldier : it, 
indeed, evinces his strength and vigorous frame of 
z 2 
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body, by its size and weight. Tbt.blade is at least 
four feet long, and both the hilt and guard are entirely 
composed of brass. 

I could not help smiling when I entered the cham- 
ber in which Christian IV. died. There are, indeed, 
some figures in it which may not improperly be termed 
celestial and angelic; but they are rather ill calculated 
for the regards of an expiring ,man, and would better 
become the cabinet of a young and healthful volup- 
tuary. If his majesty had been a Mussulman, it might 
haje been supposed he designed them as representa- 
tives of the Houris, in whose arms he was so soon to 
repose his wearied virtue, and forget die toils annexed 
to royalty; but it seems he died a Lutheran. 

The promenade in the gardens of this palace con- 
stitute one of the chief amusements of the city, as 
they arc-always open, and on festivals or Sundays, are 
crowded with company. They are large, but not laid 
out with taste, or adorned with any productions of 
art 3 one statue only excepted of Helcules vanquishing 
the Naeraean lion which stands under a portico raised 
to defend it from the inclemencies of the weather. 
This is of Italian workmanship, and the artist has 
found means to display great anatomical skill and beau* 
ry in the muscles of the hero. . 

Next day I went to see a private collection of ran* 
ties, paintings, &c. made by a Monsieur Spenglcr. 
He is by birth a Swiss, but his urbanity and learning 
have made him a citizen of the world. I have al- 
ways found the great and good to be of no country. 
His pieces of painting are, for a private individual, 
numerous, and yet very select Many of them have 
been presented by the masters themselves, as tributes 
of friendship or admiration, made to his genius or his 
heart. . They are, indeed, mostly the production of 
German, Dutch, and Flemish artists. He is an ex- 
cellent mechanist and anatomist, and has some pieces 
of workmanship in both those branches of science, 
cqt by himself in ivory, which are reckoned che&« 
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doeuvres • I was not surprized to hear him call Dr. 
fbthergill his intimate friend ; or ta find that he kept 
up the closest correspondence with the celebrated 
Linnaeus. In justice to Denmark, I ought to add, 
that bis tote majesty made this gentleman keeper of 
the royal museum, and that he enjoys a very easy 
competence* I was charmed to rind that his elevated, 
understanding, and uncommon talents, had not allied 
him to poverty, which is too commonly the case in 
ever^r country. 

I afterwards visited all the churches here, whether 
German, French, or Danish,; but it is not in Lutheran 
places of devotion one must search for the productions 
of art and elegance ; Madonnas and Magdalens 
are confined to catholic walls. There is one church 
here, indeed, where they have placed six 6tatues of 
plaUter before the high altar. As they have armed 
two of these with monstrous gilt swords, as big as 
Charles XI Is. and a third is employed in blowing a 
trumpet, I must own I took them, at first sight, for 
a kind of guard drdwn up to defend the holy place ; 
but on a nearer approach, i found that they had 
christened them all, and placed their names, severally 
and respectively, at their feet, because there was no- 
thing appropriate to distinguish them. To four of 
them they have applied the Jewish appellations of the 
angels, which occur in scripture, Gabriel, Uriel, 
Raphael, and Michael; but unhappily, when they 
had got so far, having yet two nameless figures, and 
no more angelic titles, they seem to have been at a 
sad loss; under one of them, therefore, they have 
pot the word Cherub ; and to the other, is affixed 
Jeremiell. Who the latter is, we leave those who are 
fond of such researches to discover. 

The police of Copenhagen is exceedingly good, and 
one may walk through the whole city at midnight 
with the most perfect safety. No robberies, no as- 
sassinations are heard of. They wear no cloaks, nor 
conceal any stilettoes under their habits, as in the 
% 3 



258 wbaxall's tour through 

southern kingdoms of Europe. Indeed, it is usually 
almost as quiet here at eleven o'clock at night, as in 
a country village \ and scarce a coach rattles" through 
the streets. 

I do not think this capital can be above the fourth 
part of the size of London, possibly not so much. It 
is fortified towards the land by a foss6, always full of 
water. The streets are commonly of a good breadth, 
and the houses very neat and handsome. There is 
one very beautiful place here, which approaches, nearer 
to a circus than a square ; each side or division of 
-which is only one palace, and in the centre is an 
equestrian statue, in bronze, of the late King Frederic 
V. I must own I was much more pleased with this, 
than with the Place de Victoires at Paris, an# think 
it has a much, better effect j but single beauties" always 
appear to greater advantage than when numbers invite 
attention. 

I had not had the honour of being presented to the 
sovereign here, as is customary with strangers from 
the other kingdoms of Europe. It was sufficient that 
I was an Englishman, no Wo wish it j* and, indeed, 
with so jealous an eye are we regarded, at present, in 
this capital, that so little an individual as myself, so 
humble an unknown a traveller as I anv was not only 
publicly talked of, but even suspected as a spy, be- 
cause i came from England, and had no avowed mo- 
tive, except curiosity and knowledge. I therefore 
never went to the levee, which is every Friday 5 but 
attended the drawing-room, and mingled unnoticed 
among the crowd. I was there one night, when his 
majesty, the queen dowager, and Prince Frederic, the 
king's brother, were present. To give a picture of 
the court, as it now exists, 1 must recur to the time 
of the late celebrated, and unhappy favourite, Couut 
.fetcuensee. I have made it my endeavour to garo 

* ThU wag written only two years after the, cruel imprison- 
ment of queen Carolina Matilda. 
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the most autb^tic and unprejudiced intelligence re- 
specting him, and the late extraordinary revolution*, 
which expelled a qoeen from her throne and kingdom, 
and brought her ministers to the>scarTbld. 

Struensee, it appears, had not any noble blood in his 
veins, nor consequently any hereditary and prescrip- 
tive title to the immediate guidance of affairs of state. 
Fortune, and a train of peculiar circumstances, coin- 
ciding with his own talents and address, seem to have 
drawn him from his native mediocrity of condition, 
and placed * him in an -elevated rank. He originally 
practised physic at Altena on the Elbe, and after- 
wards attended the present king of Denmark on his 
travels into England, in quality of physician* On 
bis feturn, he advanced by rapid strides in the royal 
favour, and- seems to have eminently possessed the 
powers-of pleasing $ since he became equally the fa- 
vourite of both the king and queen. He was invested 
with the order of St. Matilda, Instituted in honour of 
her majesty, created a count, and possessed unlimited 
ministerial* power: his conduct, in this sudden and 
uncommon eminence, mafks a bold and daring mind ; 
perhaps I might add, an expanded and patriotic heart. 
Unawed by the precarious tenure of courtly greatness, 
and more peculiarly of his own, he began a general 
reform. The state felt him through all her mem- 
bers: the finances, chancery, army, navy, nobM, 
peasants— all were sensible of his influence. He not 
only dictated, but penned his replies to every important 
question or dispatch; and. a petition* or a scheme of 
public import and utility, rarely waited two hours for 
an answer. » , * 

The civil judicature of this capital was then tested 
•in thirty magistrates. Struensee sent a message to this 
tribunal, demanding to know the annual salary or pen- 
sion annexed to each member) rather alarmed at this 
inquiry, they sent an answer, in which they diminished 
their emoluments two-thirds. The count then informed 
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them, that his majesty bad no fuitber occasion for 
, their services, but in bis royal munificence and libe- 
rality, was graciously pleased to continue to tbem the 
third part of their avowed income*, as a proof of b» 
satisfaction with their conduct. He at the same time 
constituted another court, composed only of six per- 
sons of approved integrity, to whom the same power 
was delegated. He proceeded to purge the chancery, 
.and ether bodies of the law. Then entering on the 
military department, he, at one stroke, broke all the 
horse guards, and afterwards the regiment of Nor- 
wegian foot guards, the finest corps in the service, 
and who were not disbanded without a short but very 
dangerous sedition. 

Still proceeding in this salutary, but most critical 
and perilous achievement, he at last began to attempt 
a diminution of the power of the nobles, and to set 
the farmers and peasants at perfect liberty. It is not 
then to be wondered at, that he fell a victim to such 
measures y and that all parties joined in his destruction. 
These were his real crimes j and not that he was too 
acceptable to the queen, whiqh only formed a plausible 
pretext. It was the minister, and not the man* who 
had become obnoxious. . I do not pretend, in the lat- 
ter capacity, either to excuse or condemn him ; but 
as a politician, I rank him with the Clarendons and the 
Mores, whom tyranny, or public baseness, and want 
of virtue, have brought, in almost every age, to an 
untimely and ignominious end ; but to whose memory 
impartial posterity have done ample 'justice. Yet I 
/roust stow, |hat though I cannot think Straensee 
made a bad use, he certainly made a violent and im- 
prudent one, of his extensive power. 

He seems, if we may judge from his actions, to 
have been in some measure intoxicated with royal fa- 
vour, and such accumulated honours ; and not to have 
adverted sufficiently to the examples which history 
furnishes of Wolseys in former days, and of Choiseoif 
in modern times, who most strikingly evince the slip- 
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pery foundation ef political grandeur. When h* was 
even pressed, only a short time before bis seizure, to 
withdraw from court, and to pass the Belts, with the 
most ample security for an annual remittance of forty, 
fifty, or a hundred thousand dollars, an unhappy fasci- 
nation .detained him, in - defiance of every warning, 
and reserved him for the prison and the block. The 
queen dowager and prince Frederic were only the 
feeble instruments to produce this catastrophe, as being 
by their rank immediately about the person of the 
sovereign 5 though common report has talked loudly 
of the former's intrigue, and attributed it to her imagi- 
nary abilities. The only mark of capacity or adui'es* 
they exhibited, was in preserving a secrecy, "Inch de* 
hided Struensee and the queen Matilda, till the time of 
their fceing arrested. 

1 was assured, that on the last levee day preceding 
this event, the count was habited with uncommon 
magnificence, and never received greater homage 01 
court servility from the crowd, than when on the 
verge of ruin. Such is the friendship of public men! 
Oft the night fixed for his seizure, there was a bal pari 
in the p§lace 5 the queen, after dancing, as usual, one , 
country-dance with the king, gave her hand to Struen- 
see during the rest of the evening, . "She retired about 
two in the morning, and was followed by him and 
Count Brandt. The crisis was now come. The queen 
dowager, and her son Prince Frederic, hastened to the 
king's private chamber, where he was already in bed. 
They kneeled d<Jwn beside it, and implored him with 
teers and expostulations to save himself and Denmark 
from impending destruction, by arresting those whom 
they called the authors of it. It is said, the king was 
fiot easily prevailed on to sign the order, but did it 
with reluctance and hesitation. At length, their in* 
treaties overcame his resolution, and he affixed his sign 
manual to the paper. Colonel Koller Banner instantly 
repaired to Struensee s apartment, which, as well as 
Brandt's, was in the palace ; they were both seized, 
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nearly lit the same instant, and, as aH defence was vato, 
harried away immediately to the citadel. 

It was five o'clock in the morning when the Count 
de Ranizau came to the door of her majesty's anti- 
chamber, and knocked for admittance. .One of the 
yromen about the queen's person, was ordered to wake 
her, and give her information, that the was arrested. 
They then put her into one of the king's ooachefi,tirove 
her down to Ehinoor, and shut her up in the dastleof 
Cronsberg. 

The acton in this tragedy were not insensible of 
their danger. As they dreaded an insurrection in 
Copenhagen, every military precaution was taken to 
prevent U ; the most infamous and silly reports were 
circulated among the populace, to render the state 
prisoners odious: that they had put poison in the 
king's coffee, to destroy him; that they intended to 
declare him incapable of governing; to send the 
dowager, Queen Juliana,, out of the kingdom, as well 
as her son Prince Frederic, and to proclaim Matilda 
regent. To confirm these extraordinary and contra- 
dictory reports, the king himself and his brother ap- 
peared in a .state coach, and paraded through the 
6treets of the city, to shew himself unhurt, and as if 
escaped from the most horrid conspiracy. 

Daring these transactions, Struensee and Brandt 
were detained in the most rigorous imprisonment. 
They loaded the former with very heavy chains about 
his arms and legs, and. he was, at the same time, fixed 
to the wall by an iron bar. The room of bis confine- 
ment was not above ten or twelve feet square, with 
a little bed in it, and a miserable iron stove. Yet 
here, in this abode of misery, did he, though chained, 
complete, with a pencil, an animated account of his 
life and conduct as a minister. A tribunal was ap- 
pointed for the trial of the queen* and the two counts, 
and a council assigned fox each, to preserve an appear- 
ance of justice and equity. The result, and the wind- 
ing up of the whole, on the 28th of April, I J73, are 
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wellltttown, an4 it is distressing to enter intoparticuv 
lars. : 

The equally unfortunate Count Brandt rose chiefly 
tinder Struensee's auspices, though he was originally 
of an honourable descent. During a residence which 
the court made at the royal palace of Hercsholm, it 
happened- that his majesty quarrelled with Braudt, and, 
what was singular enough, challenged him* This the 
count declined. When they met soon after, the king: 
repeated his defiance) called hirn coward ; and Brandt, 
still behaving with temped, as became a subject, he 
thrust his hand into his mouth, seized bis tongue, and 
had very nearly choked him. In this situation can it 
be wondered at, that he should bite the king's finger,* 
or strike him, or both ? Self-preservation must neces- 
sarily supersede every other feeling at such a moment; 
and plead his pardon. By Struensee's mediation the 
quarrel wa* immediately made up ; and the king pro* 
nmed never more to remember or resent the circum- 
stance of his striking him. Yet was this blow given- 
to preserve himself from imminent destruction, and 
from the fury of an enraged man, made the pretence 
for his condemnation. They said, he had lifted hid 
hand against the king's sacred person, which was dead* 
by the laws of Denmark. His lawyer, on his trial, 
made -an excellent defence for htm, and very forcibly 
remarked the essential difference between assaulting 
the sovereign, and only defending himself from a pri- 
vate attack. ' One of our former monarch*/ said hey 
' Christian V., wa* used frequently to unbend himself 
among his nobles : on these occasions, it was his cus* 
torn to say, " The king is not at home/' All the 
courtiers then behaved with the utmost freedom and 
familiarity, unrestrained by the royal presence. Wheel 
he chose to resume his kingly dignity, he said, " The . 
king is again at home/* But what, added he, must 
we do jiow, when the king it never at home ?' — This 
seems more like the speech of an. Englishman than a 
Dane, and breathes a manly and unfettered spirit, 
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which, in the most despotic countries, will sometimet 

appear. 

The skulls and bones of these unhappy men are yet 
exposed on wheels, about a mile and a half out of 
town. I viewed them with mingled commiseration 
and horror. They hold up an awful and affecting 
lesson to future statesmen and favourites. They teach 
moderation in prosperity, by^the mournful reverse of 
fortune they display. 

It is said Struensee resigned himself to his own 
sentence without murmuring, or attempting to. depre- 
cate the blow ; "but that he expressed the utmost pity 
and abhorrence, at the flagrant injustice committed ia 
sentencing Count Brandt to the same death. They 
have portraits of Struensee in all the shops, . with this 
punning motto round them : Mqla mtdta Struens-sct 
ipsum perditit. Yet, in defiance of all the calumnies 
of a triumphant party, the terrors of a despotic govern- 
ment, and the natural reserve among the people, there 
are, even here, who dare to speak, though ambiguous- 
ly, their genuine sentiments on public affairs. 

The king, in the opinion of all unprejudiced persons, 
has certainly suffered much in his intellectual capacity, 
and they make very little scruple, in general, to own 
it. He can play, indeed, at cards ; he can danqe, or 
go to an opera ; but he is, doubtless, in a state of im- 
becility, which disqualifies him for the conducting or 
superintending affairs of national import, and public 
consequence. There is a vacuity in his majesty's aspect, 
which is strongly marked. The queen dowager and 
Prince Frederic live in the palace with him, and ac- 
company him, like his shadow, wherever be moves. 
The prince has. received no other mark of bounty, from 
nature or fortune, than rbyal birth. He is very much 
deformed ; and this personal imperfection has pined 
him the appellation of Richard III. among those who 
do not love the court, though it doubtless originated 
among the English. 
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They hire a Danish comedy here twice a week, 
and an Italian opera in the king's own opera-house in 
the palace every Saturday; but I neither admire their 
singers nor dancers. 

I did not see above three or four very handsome or 
very elegant women in Copenhagen. Perhaps I may 
be too premature in my determination, but I do not 
think them, in general, to be compared, for loveliness, 
with our pwn women. I have heard this court likewise 
decried as very profligate, and very licentious. It may 
be so, for any tiling I can say to the contrary, but 
thetcare no symptoms of it visible. 

M. Splengler accompanied me through the royal 
cabinet, or museum. This collection is very large, and 
extends through' all the vegetable and mineral worlds, 
as well as the liner arts. It is more indebted to Frederic 
IV. than to any other sovereign. Every nation has 
produced her heroes and her patriots, on whom history 
delights to dwell. Some countries are, however, more 
fruitful in great and sublime spirits than others. In 
Denmark, they have had very few to grace their an- 
nals. Sweden can boast her two Gustavuses, the first 
and second ; nor are her Christina, or her Charles, 
unknown to fain** In what country is not the name 
of Peter celebrated, the greatest legislator that modem 
times have seen ? But here the sun of genius has never 
yet blazed from a throne, and shed a temporary lustre 
on the surrounding darkness. There are, however, 
two favourite monarchs of Danish story, whose me*» 
merles are. revered, and whose golden days are fre- 
quently recalled with a sigh. The first of these was 
Christian IV. who was the opponent and competitor< 
©f Gustavus Adolphus, though with far inferior fame. 
The last was Frederic IV. This prince loved the arts, 
and attached from that principle to the land where they 
seemed to hover 'and reside, he made two visits to 
1 taly. As Christian IV. is usually depictured on can* 
vass or tapestry clad in armour, and holding a javelin 
in bis hand, so this latter sovereign appears the patron. 

VOL. XVIII. A A 
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of science, and the friend of the elegant and softer oc- 
cupations. Daring a carnival at Venice, he resided in 
that city, and in one evening is said to have won* at 
the card-table, a bank worth two hundred thousand 
2echios, or nearly one hundred thousand pound* ster- 
ling, which he immediately presented to a noble Ve- 
netian lady, in whose house this happened, and whose 
whole fortunes were involved in this prodigious game 
of chance. This was an act of munificence, or rather 
of justice, worthy of a sovereign. 

They now keep, among the greatest and most valu- 
able curiosities, the chair in which Tycbo Brake wa» 
used to sit, when he made his astronomical observa- 
tions at Uranibourg. The wood which composes it is 
held in reverence, and preserved with the utmost care, 
as having belonged to so great a man. Yet the astrono- 
mer himself was driven from his native country by fac- 
tion and malevolence ; and died at Prague, in the 
court, and under the protection^ of the emperor RodoU 
phus, who sheltered this illustrious fugitive, and af- 
forded him an asylum. Thus it generally happens, 
that living merit is neglected or persecuted, while 
posterity, more just, consecrates its memory to fame. 

The collection of paintings in the royal, museum is 
very large 5 and though it consists mostly of Flemish 
and German pieces, yet there are some few beautiful 
originals of Guido, Titian, Angelo, and even of Ra- 
phael's hand. Our own Charles I. by Vandyke, and 
his sons, by Kneller, hold a distinguished place. They 
were, by the mother' s side, of Danish extraction . Their 
own painters or sculptors scarcely appear in this nu- 
merous assemblage. There are, however, some paint- 
ings, chiefly historical, by Charles D reman der, a Dane, 
not ill executed. Among these is one of- the famous 
Margaret de Waldemar, who united, in her person, 
the three kingdoms of Denmark, Norway, and Swe- 
den, receiving the homage of this latter from its 
sovereign. 
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Tfw palace itself, of which the whole museum coii- 
aritates only a very small part, was built by the pre- 
sent Wring's grandfather^ Christian VI. and, though it 
cast six millions of dollars, yet the inscription over the 
grand portal declares,- that the sovereign erected it 
from the ordinary revenues of the crown, without 
laying any additional taxes or imposts on his subjects. 
Tbis was, however, owing to the womierous and laud- 
able parsimony of his father, Frederic IV. who, not- 
withstanding the almost continual hostilities he was 
engaged in, with Charles XII., left his dominions in 
the most flourishing state, and an immense treasure, 
at ins death. It is of a prodigious size 5 and, if I were 
inclined to find fault with it, I should say, it is too 
splendid and too magnificent for a king of Denmark ; 
on the same principle, as foreigners constantly remark, 
that the palaces in England are far beueath the dignity 
and greatness of the British empire. One of the state 
apartments is very remarkable, and may be properly 
called, the chamber of kings, as it contains no other 
pointings except the portraits of all the present reign- 
tag monarchs throughout Europe. These have been 
presented by the respective sovereigns. I could not 
tot smile at the different characters and dresses in 
mfeich they have been pleased to be drawn. The king 
of Prussia, who had spent his life amid camps and 
armies, and has oftener slept in an uniform than a coat 
cs? velvet, has modestly dressed himself in a plain blue 
soft of clothes, and the < vizor peeps out at one corner 
etf Ike piece, just to mark the warrior $ while Charles 
III. of Spain, who has scarce ever heard the clash of 
arms, has arrayed himself in complete armour, and 
irowns dreadful from the canvas. This ridiculous 
«wrtentation of war only excites laughter, and stands 
lively apposed to the modest portrait of a prince, who 
ootgtu, with so much propriety, have invested himself 
-with military trophies. 

On the 4th of May, I made an excursion in a party 
to Malmoe in Sweden. The passage is, at least, as 
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broad as from Dover to Calais. We were, however, 
favoured by the wind, arid got back again to Copen- 
hagen about ten o'cloclc at night. It is a poor town, 
though fortified ; and we procured, with difficulty, a 
miserable dinner at a wretched inn. We were very 
ill repaid, indeed, at Malraoe, for our trouble in vi- 
siting it. Except the. body of a monk, who was im- 
mured ifi the wall of the great church, I saw not any 
thing curious. Tradition says, this wretch lived nine 
"days, as they fed him through a hole with eggs 5 and 
that this punishment was inflicted for adultery, which 
was formerly capital in this country. 

finding little more to pleaseor entertain mein Copen- 
hagen, I set out on the 8th of May, with a large party, 
to view the palaces. Our first stage was to Roskild, 
which is four Danish, or sixteen English miles from 
Copenhagen. It is one of the most ancient places on 
the island, and is said to have been a considerable city, 
several centuries before the present metropolis was 
founded. This capital, indeed, owed its commence- 
ment, like Venice,, to a few fishermen, who erected 
their huts on the sea-shore, and finding it convenient 
for traffic, gave it the name it now -bears, of Koiben- 
haven, or Merchant's Haven, The only remaining 
mark of the royal residence, which Roskild yet retains, 
is that of being the place of sepulture of the kings, 
From the most remote antiquity, the sovereigns of 
Denmark have been interred in the cathedral. The 
vaults, under the church, are very numerous, and the 
ground is covered with the coffins of kings, queens, 
and princes, who, though born in different centuries, 
are all now collected together, and placed in the same 
gloomy chambers, amidst silence and darkness. The 
jsplendor which accompanies those of exalted birth, 
even after death, is, in many of these, almost vanished, 
and time has destroyed the gold and velvet, which 
originally marked their dignity. 

I inquired for the celebratedMargaretdeWaldemar, 
to whom history has given the epithet of the Semiramii 
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•f the Worth, *ud who united, under her reign, all th<» 
kingdoms beneath the polar sky. The person who ac- 
companied us oyer the vaults, assured me her body 
.was interred here, and,- by the light of his candle, en- 
abled me just to perceive an iron door, all access to 
which was blocked up by intervening coffins of mo- 
saccbs, her successors. " Within that door," said he, 
" is Another, vault, where rests the queen you inquire 
for. You can see no more." In such a situation, it 
was impossible not to be impressed with that sublime 
and awful melancholy, which scenes of this nature a^e 
peculiarly calculated to produce. The chilly and un- 
wholesome dampness of the air, the mournful light 
produced by a solitary taper, intruding on these abode* 
cf darkness ; the numerous dead arranged side by side, 
and marked with crowns to denote their departed gran- 
deur j all these must have a most forcible effect on the 
mind, and will tinge with a temporary solemnity the 
gayest temper. 

In one of the chapels are two of the most mag- 
B&cent monuments iq Europe : they were made in 
Italy, by order of Christian IV. and are erected to the 
memory of his father and grandfather, Frederic II. and 
Christian III. Round the tomb of Frederic II. all 
the events and warlike achievements, which marked 
his reign, are exquisitely designed in ba3»relief. I 
could not but remark, that Christian IV. who erected 
these monuments, and who is the idol of Danish story, 
has yet received no such honorary tribute from his 

Kterity. The most deserving are often the least 
loured in this respect; but the fa me. of desert is not 
built of such perishable materials as marble. 

Besides those two . last mentioned, there are four 
Others lately brought here, of two later Danish so- 
vereigns and their qeeens. These are execnted by the 
celebrated Wiedwelt, a native of this country, who is 
pow alive. 

We drove twenty miles from Roskild, to see a 
foundry for cannon, begun by the late king, and 
aa3 
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called from his name, Frederic's Work. TWs the 
Danes expatiate on as the most extensive and astonish- 
ing undertaking in Europe, both as to, utility and 
cariosity. They may, indeed, make very good can- 
non, and other warlike stores, the work being exceed- 
ing large ; but it is certainly Ho such extraordinary 
production, either of genius or magnificence, as they 
i esteem it ; or at least it did not Impress me with any 
sensations of wonder or pleasure. 
* The palace of Fredericsbourg is only about five or 
six miles distant from this foundery. It is & ■Very large 
chateau, moated round with a triple ditch, and calcu- 
lated, like all the ancient residences of princes, for 
defence. It was built by Christian IV. and, according 
to the architecture of the times, partakes of the Greek 
and Gothic styles. In the front of the grand quad- 
rangle, appear Tuscan and Doric pillars, and on the 
summit of the building, are spires and turrets. It is 
at present very little visited by the kings, and his pre- 
sent majesty even altered the ceremony of the corona- 
tion> which was always performed at this palace by bis 
predecessors, having been crowned in Copenhagen. 
Some of the rooms are very splendid, though furnished 
in the antique taste. The knights' hall is of a great 
length. The tapestry represents the wars of Denmark, 
and the ceiling is one of the most minute and laboured 
performances of sculpture that can be conceived. The 
chimney-piece was pnee entirely covered with plates 
of silver, richly ornamented; but the Swedes, who 
have often landed on this island, and even besieged the 
capital, tore them all away, and rifled the palace, not- 
withstanding its triple moat and formidable appear- 
ance. 

It is a beautiful ride through the royal woods from 
. hence to Fredinborg. This was the favourite residence 
of the late king Frederic, who spent the greater part 
of his time here, during the latter years of his life, in 
a kind -of seclusion from his court and people. Tba 
Danes universally agree in saying, that he was gene- 
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rousj compassionate, mild, and virtuous : his heart was 
full 6f humanity, and he was infinitely beloved by his 
subjects, till he -unhappily contracted a fatal passion 
for wine, which incapacitated him for every public 
concern, and' brought him to an untimely death. The 
The palace is small ; but the gardens are laid out very 
prettily, and are adorned with a number of statues, 
done by Wiedwelt, the Rubiliac of Denmark. The 
surrounding country too is very fine, and there is ari 
air of sequestration and retirement spread through the 
whole, which highly pleases. 

We next pfbceed to HercshoJm, the most magnifi- 
cenf and spacious of any of the palaces. It was built 
by Christian VI. and was the favourite residence of 
the court, during the queen Matilda's stay. The man 
who shewed us the apartments, ' did not omit to men- 
tion the names of Struensee and Brandt, or to shew me 
the chamber in which the unhappy accident happened, 
already explained, when the latter struck the king, and 
paid for it with his life. 

However dreary and com fortless the island of Zealand 
may pe in the winter, when covered with snow, it ex- 
hibits, at this season of the year, a most pleasing aspect. 
It is flat everywhere, but covered with corn or woods, 
and cultivated with great industry. I more than once 
thought myself on some of the Wiltshire or Hampshire 
Downs', by the great number of tumuli scattered about. 
These^xactly resemble, in size and appearance, those 
in England, and are probably ancientSaxbn sepulchres. 
J required if any of them had been' opened by curious 
antiquarians, as many of ours have been ; but they 
seemed surprized at the question. I observed, likewise^ 
several collections of stones in a circular form, some 
of which are very large, and reminded me of Stone- 
henge, though they are on a smaller scale. About these_ 
likewise they are totally ignorant j and it would onljr 
be" lost time to attempt to gain any account of their 
origin, or construction, from the people who live near 
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them. They have neither an antiquarian taste, nor 
are there antiquaries among them. 

I caunot help mentioning a lively description, which 
a gentleman, remarkable for his wit, gave me of Zea- 
land, soon after ray arrival. I dined with him, and 
among other questions natural to. a stranger, I asked 
him if the country was pleasant and agreeable. His 
answer was short, but very full. " Sir, on this isle 
there is neither mountain nor river ; but as for lakes* 
thank God ! we have enough of them.*' 

The weather was now become very warm, and I 
promised myself an agreeable journey through Sweden, 
in defiance of bad inns, and every inconvenience 1 was 
threatened with. The season was, indeed, uncom- 
monly favourable. Only three years ago, they were 
yet buried in all the horrors of winter at this very.time, 
accompanied with a dearth of provisions, which ap- 
proached to a famine. Carriages and horses loaded 
with wood came over from Sweden on the ice, and 
returned again, at the end of April. It was the 6th of 
May, when four English vessels broke up the ice, and 
entered the port, of Copenhagen, which could hardly 
have suffered greater hardships from the closest siege 
by an enemy, than, it had done by the inclemency of 
the weather. It was Midsummer before the leaves ap- 
peared on the trees, or the season changed the aspect 
of nature.. I jnust own, the relation of these facts re- 
conciles one to England with all its fogs and changes 
of climate, which, compared with these inhospitable 
countries, appear as trifling inconveniences. 

I was much pressed, by my friends here, to pro- 
tract my departure for Stockholm a few days longer. 
Bad I obeyed the impulse of my heart, 1 should most 
readily have complied with their request ; but as I in- 
tended to visit Petersburg]} and Moscow during the 
summer, besides, the last mentioned capital, I was 
proof against any solicitations, however tempting. 
Though I had scarcely been a month at Copenhagen, 
I had very completely viewed every object worth a 
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traveller's attention 5 and/therefore, could have no in- 
ducement to prolong my stay. . , 

I therefore left that metropolis on Saturday 'morn- 
ing, May 14th, and reached Elsinoor at noon. I 
could not help stopping on the road for a few minutes- 
at the village of Nivad, to see the celebrated spot on 
which Charles XII. of Sweden landed. The Danes 
opposed his descent, and erected a battery of twelve 
cannon- for that purpose 5 but the young warrior, who 
waa, at that time, only sixteen* yearS old, drove them 
from their intrench ments, and' was himself among the 
first of those who leaped from the boats on shore. A 
celebrated author remarks, that great events, or ac- 
tions, stamp a veneration on the spot where they were 
performed, and impress the spectator with lively senti- 
ments of pleasure many ages after. I had occasion to 
remember this observation, while I stood upon the 
battery > the embrasures of which are now almost grown 
up to a level with the rest of the turf, and which will 
scarce exhibit, in another century, any traces of this 
engagement. It was a beautiful day, and I could not 
resist the united attractions of the English consul's 
lady and Elsinoor, the former of which requested, and 
the latter demanded, my stay for a day. This lady is 
a native of Archangel, in Russia, and is an eminent 
proof that, those frozen, countries can produce minds- as 
highly tempered, and as exquisitely fashioned, as the 
most happy and genial soils. 

I crossed the celebrated passage of the Sound next 
morning though it blew very fresh. We were over in 
little more than half an hour. At Helsirnborg, where , 
1 entered, the Swedish, dominions, I had the pleasure 
of viewing the beautiful landscape reversed, which I 
had seen the -preceding evening from the island of 
Zealand. Which of the two is actually the most 
charming, I leave connoisseurs to determine. I must 
confess > I liked the view from Elsinoor infinitely be- 
yend the other. y Perhaps, private feelings gave rise to 
my predilection. 
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• I drove twenty ratios in the afternoon, and was then 
obliged, by the approach of night, and the want of 
horses, to stop at a miserable little inn, or rather cabin, 
where I could procure nothing besides milk. 1 lay 
down five hours in my clothes, and got again into the 
carriage at three o'clock nest morning. Had I under- 
stood properly the manner of travelling in this country; 
which is to send a peasant forward -from erery post- 
house, to procure horses in readiness, I should hare 
doubtless made a more rapid progress j but as I neg- 
lected this necessary step, I was obliged to wak at 
every stage an hour or two, while the horses were 
brought from the neighbouring villages. 

The following night was spent in a more desobtt 
and dirty hovel than the first, where I wrapped myself 
in my great coat, - and slept upon a table. In the 
morning, when I continued my journey, Hie whole 
aspect of nature was changed. The ftnow lay upon 
the ground two feet deep, and the winter seemed to 
have renewed its empire over these inhospitable plains, 
even during the smiling month of May. -la the hope 
of reaching Jonkioping at night, I set out; however, 
in defiance of the inclemency of the weather, which, 
from having been very warm, wag become in a few 
hours as cold and piercing as our Decembers. The 
drivers seemed totally unan%cted by this sudden altera- 
tion ; and the peasants, tooth men and women, were 
all barefooted as before. The snow, however, con- 
spiring with the want of horses, prevented me frem 
reaching the town, and I lodged at a house, which, 
for horror of situation, I never remembered paralleled. 
It is quite detached from any village or hamlet, and 
the spot on which it stands is a bare rock, destitute of 
any covering or earth, and surrounded on every side by 
the deepest woods it is possible to conceive, and in 
which I had not seen one human creature for two 
leagues before my arrival. Yet, in this situation, 
ikigue made me steep very sound, and my servant by 
me, till three in the morning, when, with the return 
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of day I entered my carriage, and bid adieu to this* 
most melancholy and wretched habitation, which, 
however, had security to recommend it t for here nty 
assassin or rober was to be dreaded. i 

1 got to Jonkioping about ten o'clock in' the morn-- 
ing of the 18th, and gladly enjoyed a few hours of re- 
laxation alter so many unpleasibg occurrences. It is* 
difficult to give a pictuxeof the country through whieh( 
I passed from Helsimborg. The first twenty miles . 
exhibited some few marks of cultivation and agricuU 
ture $ and though there was not one collection of hut* 
or houses, which could be denominated a village, yet 
scattered cottages, and a little ploughed land, amid an* 
imraease waste, informed the passenger that it was 
not totally unoccupied or unpeopled. Bat as lad* 
vanced farther into the province of Scania, and after- 
wards into that of -Smaland, even these faint traces of 
human residence vanished. Groves of fir or aspenr 
covered the country; and in the course of sixty miles 
1 saw not a hundred people, and not ten hamlets t 
villages, there are not any. In some pretty long stage* 
1 did not discern the countenance of man. 

In many places, the firs on either side the road 
formed avenues, as noble as those which are often 
planted in the entrance to palaces, or noblemen's seats j 
and through the whole was spread a kind of rude and 
gloomy magnificence, which, superadded to 'their si* 
lence and loneliness* very strongly affected the mind* 
Even the birds; seem to have abandoned these dreary 
forests, and 1 heard or saw none, except woodpeckers*; 
and now and then the cuckoo. I inquired if Ihey did 
not afford refuge to wolves or bears, a* these animal* 
are commonly found in those countries and places 
which want population y but the peasants assured me, 
the former were only in small numbers, and rarely 
seen : and as to bears, the race was extinct. 

This deplorable want of inhabitants is one of -the 
many evils which Charles XII. entailed on his un- 
happy kingdom. Unchecked by the defeat of Pultowa, 
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by the loss of his richest provinces and bravest subject*; 
his rage for war, heightened by personal animosity to 
the king of Denmark, induced him still to exert new 
efforts, and make fresh levies of soldiery from his 
bleeding and exhausted country j and though more 
than half a century has now elapsed since his death, 
Sweden has by no means recovered herself, or re- 
peopled her uninhabited plains. » 

The peasants are civil and humble to obsequiousness, 
grateful for the smallest trifle, and infinitely Jess un- 
civilized and barbarous, than one would b# tempted to 
suppose from the appearance of every thing around 
them.* I saw a number of very pretty forms among 
the women, who used to crowd round the carriage at 
every post-house, either out of curiosity, or to obtain 
charity. 

Had I not taken the precaution to carry wine and 
provisions with me in the chaise, I must have~been 
almost starved in three or four days journey through 
these miserable provinces, where the peasants are 
strangers to every kind of aliment, except bread, and 
salt pork or fish. It is, indeed, a question whether the 
former of these deserves the name of bread, as it is a 
compound of rye and oats 5 among which they mingle, 
in times of dearth and famine, a kind of flour made 
of the internal bark of trees rasped: it is of a colour 
approaching to black, and of a taste to wiiich only 
hunger can give a relish. As Charles XII. however, 
said to one of his soldiers who complained, * c It is 
not good, but it may be eaten/' ' 

My servant, who was a German, and had wandered 
over half Europe in various services, was quite tired 
with four days of such miserable accommodation, 
and exclaimed in a rapture, at the sight of Jonkiop- 
ing, that it was k paradis terrestfe. It is, indeed, 

* Refinement and civilization do not much depend on cli- 
mate : they are influenced more by religion and laws, by ex- 
ample, and encouragement. 
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in itself a very neat country town, and most delight* 
fully situated on the lake Veter. The lake* itself, 
which is near a hundred English miles in length, ex- 
tends far beyond the view to the north, and resembles 
rather the the sea than a piece of inland water. 

I left Jonkioping next morning, after the enjoyment 
of all that luxury of repose, which can only be pur* 
chased by preceding fatigue. My journey from thence, 
for near thirty miles, lay along the shore of the lake 
Veter, under the high mountains which bound it on 
the east side. I then entered the province of East 
Gothland, and reached the city of Lindkoping, which , 
is the. capital, the same night. I was charmed to rind 
myself once more in a civilized and inhabited country j 
every thing had assumed a cheerful appearance ;' and 
the groves of fir were succeeded by a cultivated andV 
liberal soil, covered with grain, and exhibiting marks 
of industry. 

Lindkoping is .an inland place, very ancient, and 
has nothing to detain a traveller, except its cathedral. 
It was, however, so crowded at the time I was there 
with the Swedish noblemen and their train, who were 
sent to conduct the Princess of Holstein-Eutin, de- 
signed for Prince Charles, his Swedish majesty's 
brother, that I had no little difficulty to procure a bed. 

I lay at Norkoping the following night, which is 
only twenty miles distant from the former. It is a 
very large town, and remarkable for its manufac- 
tures of fire arms, and every sort of military weapons. 
I went over the whole work, accompanied by the 
landlord of the inn) who spoke Italian, and must 
confess, that it appeared to me highly to deserve at- 
tention. 

About four miles north, of the town, I passed the 
high mountains which separate East Gothland from 
the province of Sudermania. Here the country again 
becomes rocky, barren, and woody. A scanty soil, 
where industry, however indefatigable, can only pro- 
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duce a sickly harvest, covers a vast expanse of rock, 
which, in many places, appears bare? and hideous, or 
only gives birth to a number of firs, which run op to 
a vast height on its naked surface, and seern kindly 
lent by nature to conceal, in some degree, her penu- 
rious and inhospitable aspect. 

I slept at a little village, about twenty-seven 
miles from Stcockholm. The road from Kelsem- 
borg to this place, cannot be exceeded by any in 
Europe. It is made by the government, as those 
in France, airi renders travelling very expeditious, 
where the relays of horses are provided by a cou- 
rier .The* horses are all very small, and -as they harness 
them abreast of each other, and never drive with a 
fewer number than four, it has the air of a triumph, 
rather than a post chaise. 

I did not see one bit, however small, either of 
gold or silver, in my long journey foom Helsimborg 
to this place 5 nor have they, I am well assured, any 
such' commodities in the provinces. In lieu of these 
two articles, generally used among us, they have cop- 
per and paper, which supply their place. Their 
bank noted are as low as one shilling and sixpence, 
and they have them of all values, rising gradually 
from that snm. It was often not a little divert- 
ing, when I tendered them one of fifty copper dol- 
lars, which is adequate to twelve shillings and she*' 
pence English, to see them bring both their hand? 
foil of copper coins 3 nor can they convert it into 
current money by any other means'. Money here 
may truly be said to be a burthen', as the want of it is 
z curse. 

This extreme scarcity, or rather, this absolute want 
of gold and stiver, is one of those numerous evils 
which originated from Charles XII.'s passion for war. 
It i&Avell known, that towards the end of his reign, 
he obliged his subjects to give up all the silver of 
which they were possessed, and in its place he re- 
turned them small copper pieces, which he ordered to 
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pass as silver dollars, value nioepence each, through- 
out his dominions. This was Baron Gortz's inven- 
tion, to supply the king with money to carry on the 
war in Norway 3 and k cost trim his head, after the 
death of his master. Numbers of these coins yet re- 
main, though their imaginary value exists no longer, 
and they are reduced to their intrinsic worth, which 
is somewhat less than a farthing, three of them con- 
stituting a halfpenny. 

The weather was still extremely cold in this cli* 
mate. - There was, likewise, an evident difference 
between this province arid that of Easf Gothland ; in 
the latter the trees were mostly in leaf, whereas here ' 
the spring was much more backward, and in some 
parts there were scarce any signs of its approach. 
These kingdoms may well be called the domain of 
winter, since he reigns here for nine months in full 
possession. 

As I approached the capital, the country appeared 
§till more rocky, barren, and desert, and at the dis- 
tance of a single mile from it, I was ready to fancy 
myself in the most unfrequented and desolate wild* 
Nothing marks the vicinity of a great metropolis. 
Agriculture cannot exert her powers, or labour pro* 
duce harvests, where nature has denied the means. 
The eye discerns nothing, on every side, except £r» 
and rugged rocks 5 and k would seem as if famine had 
here fixe3 her eternal residence. 

I entered Stockholm over a floating bridge, of a 
very considtruble length, across the riven After 
having undergone a \&ry strict search, at the gates, 
I proceeded into the city ; and took up my lodgings 
close to the palace ; and, as my landlord informed me, 
in the very apartments where his grace the arch* 
bishop of Upsal resided during six months, previous. 
to the coronation of his present majesty, which office 
he performed. Yet.a monk of La Trappe might al- 
most occupy them without an infringement of hi* 
vow at rnorufiqatioa ; and though 1 paid a ducat and 
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a half, or fourteen shillings a week, 1 was sdarcely 
ever so indifferently accommodated in any city of 
Europe. The quality which induced the archbishop to 
take them, was, no doubt* their vicinity to the pa- 
lace. It would be difficult to discover any other to 
recommend them. 

I cannot say that I found many charms, at first, in 
this city 3 the court were all in the country, at their 
respective palaces, and there was only, orie public 
diversion during the week, which was a . Swedish 
opera. 

In almost every point of view, the * situation of 
Stockholm is injudicious and improper for the capital ' 
of the kingdom. Policy, plenty, and commerce, seem 
all to dictate another part of Sweden as much more 
eligible. 

The inhabitants themselves assured me, that the 
place owed its original, only about three centuries ago, 
to an accidental contingency, which may in some 
measure account for its unpropitious site. The vice- 
roy, who at that time governed the country under 
Christian II. of Denmark, determined to found 
a city ; and instead of fixing on a proper spot for tbe 
execution of his plan, he very whimsically set a large 
piece of wood afloat down the Meier Lake/, and re- 
solved that at whatever place it should stop, there 
to build his projected town. A small island ar- 
rested the stick in its progress, and the name of 
Stockholm is sard to have been given it from this 
circumstance. 

I was shewn the exact point of land where tradition 
says it happened, and where the first buildings of the 
city were erected. However this be, it was hardly 
possible to have found a more barren desert, or a less 
inviting situation in almost ail respects. • Even the 
river has a number of inconveniences, as it winds in 
a surprizing manner, and having no tides, ships must 
have a fair wind to reach the town 5 and should it be 
contrary, it is absolutely impossible. If I pointed out 
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that spot of Sweden, which appears to me best adapt- 
ed for the situation of a capital, 1 should mention 
Carlscrone. . Its centrical situation between Copen- 
hagen and Petersburg j its vicinity to Pomerania an4 
Germany : .the fertile province of Scania, accounted 
the finest in Sweden, behind it; a port capable of 
containing the whole fleet, and in which they are at 
this • lime always stationed j its climate, more mild 
and southern than^that of Stock holm by some de- 
grees j all .these circumstances combined, sufficiently 
indicate tts. superior advantages. 

There is somewhat uncommonly safage and inhos- 
pitable in the whole circumjacent country here. Even 
in this lovely season, when all animate and inanimate 
nature wakes from the long slumber of a polar winter, 
every thing is joyless and unfertile, and the rays of 
the sun are reflected from the expanse of stone which 
invests the city round on every side, and from whose 
bosom no verdure springs to relieve the eye. 

This kingdom has, however, been more productive 
of immortal and sublime spirits, than all the others of 
the north. I felt myself affected with a reverential 
awe, as I walked through the church which contains 
all that is mortal x of Gustavus Adolphus, of Torsten- 
son, of Baner, and Charles XII. I stepped with de- 
cent humility over the vauks where their bodies are 
interred, and found a melancholy satisfaction in 
surveying the marble raised to their deathless 
feme. 

I had several conversations with the natives here on 
the subject of the victories and death of the last of 
these heroes. They are almost unanimous in the 
apprehension, or rather avowal, that he was put to 
death by those about him, and did not fall by a shot 
from the walls of Fredericshall, as is commonly sup- 
posed. 

Monsieur Voltaire has taken great pains to prove 
the contrary, and to vindicate the engineer who ac- 
companied him, at the time, from so foul a suspicion | 
bb3 
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but different conclusions may be drawn from his pre* 
mises. " The king," says he, " walked out to view 
the state of the advances made by his forces : it was 
night j he kneeled down the better to inspect them, 
and leaned his head on his hands. In this attitude, 
amid the darkness, he received a ball into his temple, 
and fell on the parapet, fetching a deep sigh. He 
was dead in an instant j but in that instant he had yet 
force and courage to put his hand to his sword, and 
lay in that posture. Megret, a French engineer, im- 
mediately said with a coolness which distinguished 
his character — <r The play is over 5 let us be gone !" 
Megret's remark was such, as one can with diffi- 
culty suppose any man to make, who had not a pre- 
sentiment of the winding-up of this bloody catastro- 
phe. Add to this that the Swedes were tired of a 
prince, under whom they had lost their richest pro- 
vinces, their bravest troops, their national riches. No 
disasters could reclaim the monarch from bis ambi- 
tious, though unsuccessful, pursuits; and therefore 
nothing remained but to dispatch him. It was a 
very favourable opportunity, and was improved to 
the utmost. 'The prince of Hesse his brother-»in-law, 
made little enquiry into the affair, and all passed with- 
out noise or tumult. 

. I am the more inclined to give credit to this rela- 
tion of Charles's death, from my own remarks on his 
dress. In the arsenal they preserve with great .care 
the clothes he was habited in at the time he felL 
These I examined very minutely. The coat is a plain 
blue cloth regimental one, such as every common 
soldier wore. Round the waist he had a broad buff 
leather belt* in which hung his swortl. The hat is 
torn only about an inch square in that part of it 
which lies over the temple, and certainly would have 
been much more injured by a large shot. His gloves 
are made of Very fine leather, and as the left one is 
perfectly clean and unsoiled, could only have been 
newly put on. The right hand glove is covered in 
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the inside with blood, and the belt, at that part where 
the handle or hilt of his sword lay, is likewise bloody i 
so that it seems clear he had previously put his hand 
to his head on receiving the blow, before he attempt- 
ed to draw his sword, and make resistance. How- 
ever, as he expired in the instant, no absolute infe- 
rence can be made ; and after having exhausted con- 
jecture, we must draw a veil over tlys ambiguous and 
dark transaction,* and rest contented with that igno- 
rance and uncertainty which so often waits on the 
deaths of sovereigns. Dr. Johnson justly says of 
Charles XII. 

" Hit fall was destined to a barren strand, 

u A petty fortress, and a dubious hand ; 

'* He left the name at which the, world grew pale, 

■* To point a moral, or adorn a tale." 

The palaces in Sweden, though numerous enough,, 
are less spjendid or magnificent than I have seen in 
most other countries of Europe! Neither architec- 
ture nor painting display their beauties here, in any 
great degree ; and their monarchs, though crowned 
with laurels and military trophies, have never signa- 
lized themselves by the protection of the softer arts, 
which humanize and refine a nation. There is how- 
ever one single exception to this remark in the person 
of the present queen dowdger. This exalted lady, 
who is sister to the reigning king of Prussia, U the 
avowed protectress of letters, and encourager of merit. 
Her summer, residence is at Droqinghol tn. This palace 
is worthy of notice, though it is neither large nor 
splendid. It. is composed of brick, and was erected 
by Charles X. about the middle of the last century. 
Its situation is singular, on the banks of the Melar 
Lake, which almost washes one of its sides. The 
gardens which are large, and extend in front of it, 
form a fine contrast to the prospects from every other 
part, which are only rude rocks, firs, and water. * It 
is the triumph of cultivation and elegance, opposed to 
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that of a savage wilderness. All the apartments of 
the palace demonstrate tbe fine taste of its owner. 
Some of them contain collections of gems and .medals; 
Others are filled with* natural curiosities, marbles, pe- 
trifactions, and insects. The names of Paul Vero- 
nese, of Reubens, and of Rembrandt, are not here 
unknown, and several of their best pieces appear in 
the rooms. « 

I was astonished to see so ample, a library ; the 
books are collected with .great judgment, and are in 
every branch of science. 1 was assured that the 
queen understands Latin as well as (he modern lan- 
guages j and I could not help remarking a Horace 
which lay open on her reading desk, among several 
English, French, and Italian authors. She has en- 
riched this palace with many valuable antiquities 
brought from Herculaneum $ and the idols of Egypt, 
Scrapis, Isis, and the dog Anupis, are among her 
collection. I must own 1 was very agreeably sur- 
prized to find my felf surrounded with ail "the richest 
productions of Greece and Italy, at a little villa on the 
banks of a lake in Sweden, where I only expected to 
tee the standards of Charles XII. or the battles of Gus- 
tavus Adolphus, wove in tapestry. There are f however, 
two galleries which are painted in that style : one. is 
decorated with the victories of Charles X. and the 
other with those of his son Charles XI. The kings 
of this country seem to have possessed talents for war 
by hereditary right 5 and we find not one of tbem 
who appears in that point of light, to have degene- 
rated from their great founder, Gustavus Vasa. la 
some families there appears an entailed heroic cou- 
rage, while others shew the brightest virtues of the 
mind in lineal descent. 

In the gardens, the queen dowager has lately .built 
a little palace of pleasure, in a semicircular form, 
composed of several apartments fitted up in that taste 
which we usually call the Chinese ; though, unless a, 
few Mandarins and Vases of China form this style, of 1 
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which we reaHy know scarce any thing, it may just as 
weH be called an European structure^ where whimsey 
and caprice form the predominant character, and 
spread a grotesque air through the whole. 

The city of Stockholm forms a very striking con- 
trast to the capital of Denmark. It is larger const* 
derably ; but its superiority of size results more from 
singularit/of situation, than any real advantage it has 
over Copenhagen in that respect. It is built on 
seven small islands, or rocks formed by the river, and 
the suburbs extend on the mainland to a considera- 
ble distance, north and south. The inequality of the 
ground renders almost al) the streets steep and incon- 
venient for carriages ; but the houses are lofty and 
handsome, though chiefly composed of brick. It is 
enlarged nearly half since *he death of Charles XII. 
and there are many very noble streets \n these new 
quarters, of a vast length. 

In the midst of ^he city, stands the royal palace, 
on a hill very steep on every side, and commands *a 
complete prospect ^of the metropolis, the river, and 
circumjacent country. It is square, fronting every 
vrsy, and though much inferior in convenience or 
splendor; in the internal part, to that of Copenhagen, 
has a better effect when viewed from without. It was 
begun by Charles XI. continued under Frederic and 
the late king, but is not yet totally completed. Dur- 
ing the winter, the whole royal family reside in it, ' 
though dispersed in the summer months at their 
respective country seats. Many of the apartments 
are splendidly furnished 5 but there is nothing which 
can Vie with Droningholm in the exhibition of art and 
refinement. ; " 

Scarce any thing can be imagine^ more lovely and 
agreeable than the appearance of the river ; it is di- 
vided into a number of branches, the sides of which* 
are covered with public buildings, and elegant houses. 
. In some places, where the breadth is very consider- 
able, its stream is perfectly tranquil and slow $ in others. 
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•where the channel is narrow, it rushes through with 
the impetuosity of a torrent. So many small islands 
are formed by it below the town, that almost every 
magazine of naval and military stores possesses a de- 
tached one ; and there is a wild and romantic cast 
through the whole landscape, which is not unpleasing 
to the spectator, and which characterizes northern 
views. * 

The quay is not long, but of a prodigious breadth ; 
and I am assured there is ten fathoms water close 
to the shore. In several respects it is almost, un* 
rivalled, 

I had the honour to be presented to the king on 
the 2d of June ; and of a prince so distinguished for 
his abilities, and who at the-early age of twenty-six, 
was able to change the form of government, without 
J>lood or difficulty, it is impossible to be silent. Eat 
to give a more complete idea of the late revolution, 
and of its causes and consequences, it is necessary to 
take a review of the Swedish history for about half a 
century back* 

The oppression of the. concluding years of the reign 
of Charles XII. was such, that on his death in 17*8, 
ihe states obliged his sister Ulrica Eleonora, previous 
to her ascending the throne, to renounce all heredi- 
tary right or absolute power, and to hold the crown 
juerely by elective consent. She resigned even this 
limited sovereignty two years after, into the bands of 
Jier husband the prince of Hesse, who died in 1751. 

He bad the reputation of a brave and active kiug, 
*nd it is generally apprehended, would have repos- 
sessed himself of that power which his queen had 
been deprived of, if his want of children had not made 
jbini indifferent to such an acquisition.. 

Adolphus, the late sovereign, was a weak man, and 
under him the demccratical authority attained its ut- 
most height. The royal revenue was very, inade- 
quate to his dignity, and his weight in the scale ot — 
goyerninenjt became inconsiderable and despised, ■ 
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I» this situation Gustavus III. succeeded to the> 
Crown. He possessed the same advantage over his' 
two immediate predecessors, which his present ma* 
jestv George III. of England did over his, on his ac-* 
cession 5 that he was born iri the country over which, 
he reigned, and spoke the language perfectly. The 1 
Swedes, who, since the year 1720, had seen only fo- 
reigners ori the throne, were charmed to have once 
more a king from among themselves ; and silver me- 
dals were struck to commemorate this happy sera, ori 
the reverse of which is this inscription— "Fader n's land 
et, " It is my native land." 

If full 'credit is to be given to the accounts of that 
late procedures of government, while vested in the 
senate, it was high time to redress the injuries the/ 
did the state, which suffered greater evils from their} 
resolution, the delays, the divisions of a large assem-v 
b)y, than it can ever undergo from an absolute mo- 
narch; i Time had matured these seeds of dissatfsfao* 
tion 3 and a young prince, beloved by his subjects* 
was ready to take advantage of them. 

On the loth of August^ 1772, this extraordinary 
event was produced, which again restored to the 
crowfl fhose prerogatives she had lost for more than! 
half a century. The kings secrecy, address, and dis- 
simulation, in so dangerous and critical a juncture, 
far surpassed what might have been expected from 
Iris age. It issaid only five persons in the kingdom 
were intrusted with the design, which was carried 
into execution with as much vigeur, as it had been 
planned with sagacity and judgment. The soldiery 
and the people were successively gained by the elo- 
quence with which the young king addressed them. 
Very few persons were imprisoned, and that only for N 
a^Jiort time"; nor have any of them experienced, in 
the smallest degree, any diminution of the royal fa- 
vour on account of their opposition. The senate 
^ took a new oath of allegiance to the prince, and 
■tranquillity was restored throughout the kingdom* 
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. It must* not be imagined, however, that m unli- 
mited monarchy is established $n Sweden. Ob- the 
contrary, they pretend that the present form of go- 
vernment is built on the model of the English one, 
and that in some important particulars, thesoveseign 
is more restricted than ours, since he can neither 
make war nor peace without the approbation of tb* 
other branches of the administration. It is, however, 
difficult to say, what limits are exactly fixed, or how 
far they may be enlarged /and infringed, particularly 
under a prince who has already succeeded in his first 
enterprize, and certainly possesses, in an eminent de- 
gree, many of those qualifications and talents, which 
have a prodigious influence over the multitude. 

He is affable in his manners and conversation even 
to condescension, which must infallibly render him 
beloved. He inspects into every department of state 
in his own person* and the meanest subject may pre- 
sent fais grievances without fear of repulse. His sol- 
diery adore him, and the peculiar attention he pays 
to their discipline, the continual reviews he 4Bak<*$ 
of his regiments in different parts of hi$ dominions, 
his disdain of fatigue, and undoubted personal coo* 
rage, may probably render Sweden some years hence 
more important in the scale of Europe, than she has 
been since Charles's death * Unable to reward those 
officers who adhered particularly to him at tHe revo- 
lution, with pensions or pecuniary emoluments, be 
has found means to attach them by ribbons and stars, 
which be distributed without parsimony, and which 
are equally effectual, without draining an exhausted 
treasury. He has likewise founded' n now order of 
knighthood, known by the name of Vasa,. designed 
for men of merit in every station, -and which, is con- 
ferred, without the least attention to birth or dis- 

^ * The melancholy .catastrophe of Gustavus IJL who .began 
his career with so much address, and shewed such proofs 
of firmness and magnanimity, on many trying occasions* is 
•till fcesh in the recollection 'of the public. 
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tinctiori, on every man who deserves well of his 
country* 

Hi* majesty is active on all occasions, more com- 
monly on horseback than in a carriage/ and has 
rarely any of the parade of royalty, in his person 
he is rather tyw, and. inclined to thinness ; his face 
is not handsome, and, what is singular, one side of 
it does not resemble the other, his features being a 
little distorted ; an accident which probably happened 
in the birth. 

I could not help remarking, in those rooms which 
the king occupies, that the walls were covered with 
views of Narva and Pukowa, and that on the tables 
lay plans of battles and sieges innumerable, chiefly 
those fought by Charles XII. and- the other Swe- 
dish kings. This plainly evinces the nature of hit 
studies. 

On the 3d of June, I quitted Stockholm, in com- 
pany with a gentleman who did me the honour to be 
my guide, in a tour Xq Upsal and the Mines, and to 
whose politeness and attention I was exceedingly in- 
debted. We stepped into our vis-i-vis about six in 
the evening, and only stopping to change horses, 
about three o'clock in the morning we arrived at the 
gentleman's seat, where we proposed making a short 
stay, lean hardly say we travelled by night, since at 
this season of the year, darkness is unknown, and I 
could have very easily read a good print at midnight 
The hoose is built in one of the most eligible and 
pleasant situations in this country, on the banks ox* 
a lake, about nine English miles in circumference, 
and in a cultivated country. In the afternoon of the 
ensuing day, we crossed the lake in a boat, where it 
was about a league broad, to view the ruins of a 
castle on the opposite side, which exactly dees the 
house where we were entertained, and forms a beau* 
tiful termination of the view. An ancient peasant 
conducted us through such of the apartments as are 
yet accessible. Ho said it was called Morby Palace, 

TOL, xviii. ce I 



and fiad been built no less than eleven hundr**! ye** 
ago. It passed finally into the renowned family of tfee 
Oxenstierns, who inhabited it in the last century, bat 
quitted it on account of its continual want of repairs. 
He added, that many of the Swedish sovereigns, in 
. days of yore, had visited it, and dial national diets had 
been held within its walls. It has, -indeed, a most 
venerable and majestic appearance at this Haft} and 
there seemed to' be an air of departed splendor spread 
through the whole, which corroborated very strongly 
the peasant's slory. The evening was uncommonly 
fine, the sun shone full upon the ruins of thtf tatki- 
lng, and its walls were washed by the waters of the 
lake. All nature around was serene and placid ; no 
"wind ruffled the surface. 

We returned before supper to onr benevolent host, 
who omitted nothing to render our visit agreeable) 
and pressingly solicited us to prolong it some days. 
Early next raonrng, however, we proceeded on onr 
journey, and were entertained at another magntfieeot 
Country seat, belonging to the same gentleman, about 
thirty miles from the first, by his steward, to whom 
he had previously sent orders for that purpose. We 
drove twenty miles in the afternoon, and alighted 
about five at a palace, rather than a villa, betangfqg 
to a lady, whose husbaad was an Englishman, and was 
lately dead. The name of the house is Forsmark. 
She was playing at chess with an old nobleipafl, 
. when we entered, and most politely bid us welcome; 
requesting us, at the same time, to make a* longa 
stay as our time would adroit. I compiled wkfe so 
polite an invitation, without knowing the superadded 
inducen-erts I afterwards found. -Tea was b*enght, 
'and two ladies, who, as well as oursefves, wem vi- 
sitors, entered the room. Itie eldest of ffceae might, 
perhrps, be about sixty. She \va* a native- of Eng- 
land, -and was married to count Cr Plenfe e m y,* daring " 
his residence as envoy at the court of London, in the 
reign of <5eorge I. The ytmngfrty wha w« her 
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V might be between nineteen and twenty years of 
age. A few freckles which the sua had produced on her 
akin* in spite of every care to prevent it, only served to- 
aet off the fairest complexion in the world. .Her feature!. 
wore very small, and (he contour of her face more 
approaching .to the round than oval. Her under lip, 
in speaki&g, hung a little down, and disclosed at 
tioaes a range of teeth perfectly clean and white. The 
ooleov of her eyes was grey \ but natpre had given 
them a persuasive and affecting eloquence, which left 
the gazer no power to critically examine them. He* 
Jbaadc were exquisitely formed ; her fingers long, and 
bee nails finely shaped. Her habit was a ' jesuite H 
la eanapagne.' It was of purple brown, trimoue^ with 
white silk, aad reaching to the wrists. Round her' 
aeckebe wore a blue and white satin binding, and 
£rom that depended a little diamond cross. Her 
hair was Jight, and Greased with a very becoming 
grace. ' 

Through her whole person and dress was a prow 
preti and neatness, which was strikingly attractive, 
mad which had peculiar merit in a country where the, 
wemea, of every condition, are rather liable to the 
contrary imputation. Her conversation was such as 
Wg aj w e a persons of education and condition. She 
apple* the purest French, and with the most graceful 
delivery, and could converse fluently in English* 
which she had learnt from her aunt. She sung prettily, 
and at my request favoured me with two or three 
Sweq*»h, as well as French songs. I was more> 
pleased with the former, which I did not understand, 
than with the latter, which I could perfectly com-* 
prebend. I wished to know the sentiment couched 
under the words, and desired her to inform me what 
was the subject of them. She declined this expla* 
nation, from an incapacity of transfusing its beauty 
into another language -, and 1 seemed perfectly con- 
vinced, ithat her avowed excuse was just, though tpy 
C «2 
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heart assigned a truer reason for her refusal, and gave 
me, perhaps, as faithful an idea of the song, as e li- 
teral translation could have done. It is needless to 
say, I paid to such a woman al! that humble and assi- 
duous attention, which her personal and mental 
accomplishments so justly challenged, and to which 
I could not be insensible. She seemed pleased with 
my endeavours to render myself acceptable to her, and 
I had the vanity and the weakness to imagine, that I 
bad soob some little interest in her esteem. We all 
breakfasted in our separate rooms the next morning, 
according to the custom here ; where people never 
meet, as in England, round a large tea-table. 

On coming down, I found count Liewen, the no- 
bleman whom I mentioned at my first arrival. He 
possesses the highest honours Sweden can bestow,be- 
ing one of the sixteen senators, and a knight of the 
seraphim, which is the most honourable of «ny other 
order. Our conversation turning on Charles XII. his 
character, and victories, I asked him if he remem- 
bered that, monarch's death, and would favour me 
with the particulars of it. He gave roe the fullest 
answer to this question, as nearly as memory will 
allow, in the following words : 

€t There are nowvery few alive/'said he, <e who can 
apeak with so much certainty to that point as myself. 
I was in the camp before Fredericshall, and had the 
honour to serve the king in quality of page, on that 
night when he was killed. 1 have no doubt that ha 
was assassinated. The night was extremely dark-, 
and it was almost an impossibility that a ball from the 
fort could enter his head at the distance and on the 
spot where he stood. I saw the' king's body, and am 
certain the wound in his temple was made by a pistol 
' bullet. Who gave it is unknown. Siker was sus- 
pected, because be was not with bis majesty previous 
to the blow, but appeared in a moment after. Those," 
added he, " who arcacquainted with military aflwrs, 
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knew .the report and noise which a cannon ball 
makes ; bat the report of the shot, which destroyed 
the . king, was that o£ a piece close at hand, and to* 
tally diifecent. It was the general opinion to the 
army at the time, that he was pot to death by a pri« 
vat* band." 

I was absolutely enchanted bjr the conversation of 
this venerable nobleman, and felt that wisdom cat* 
fascinate as much as beauty, where it is so pre-emi- 
nentiy possessed* Was not my self-command, tbexo* 
fore* to be applauded, when, in spite of many induce* 
menu to prolong my stay, I yet forced myself away 
the following evening, and pursued, though with re* 
luctance, my intended journey } I must, however* 
mention one circumstance relative to the young lad* 
of whom I spoke before, which may, perhaps, raise 
a smile at my eipence. There is an odd etiquette ad- 
justed in this part of the world for female deport- 
meat, which permits to a lover, or an acquaintance* 
the most unbounded familiarity with the hand of hi* 
mistress ; but her lips, nay, her very cheek is a pal- 
ladium which she guards with unremitting vigilance, 
and to which neither eloquence nor subtilty cat* 
usually procure him any access. I was resolved to* 
try whether I could not surmount this vexatious obsta- 
cle, and obtain one conquest over the tyranny of pre- 
scription. I bethought me of a stratagem, and air 
ready bound my brow with the myrtles i made my- 
self sure of gathering. When 1 was taking my leave, 
I began with the mistress of the mansion, and re- 
turning her my warmest acknowledgments for her 
bounty and hospitality, bowed most respectfully on 
hei hand, which she gave me to salute. " And now* 
madam/* said J, in English, to the old lady, " I shall 
take leave of you in the English, style : I am sure you 
have no objec ion." So saying, I put my arms about 
her neck, and kissed her cheek. She was very well 
satisfied with this piece of gallautry, and said to me A 
laughing^ " Go and serve Charlotte so/' I advanced* 

CQ3 • 
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elate with joy, and throwing into my attitude and 
countenance the utmost humility and supplication, 
asked if I might not aspire to such an honour. I 
should not, however, have waited for an explicit con- 
sent, and was just going to reap the fruit of my in* 
trigues and labours, when, stepping back, hastily, 
two paces, she laid tier hand on her breast, with an 
air which implied more than any words could have 
done, and throwing a look at me of surprize and re- 
fusal — " Sir," said she, " you must remember that I 
am a native of Sweden."—- She needed not to be more 
minute or firm in her determination : I saw that I 
had undertaken an enterprize above my capacity, and 
had only to endeavour to retire with honour. Her 
iiand she tendered me ; and making a virtue of ne- 
cessity, I imprinted on it a cold kiss, and bade her 
farewell. She looked at me when I left the room, 
and accompanying us to the gate, followed the car- 
riage with her eye till it was out of sight. Whether 
she intended this as some' compensation for her rejec- 
tion of my attempt, or whether she did not partly 
repent of having refused, from an illiberal prejudice, 
so innocent a liberty, I cannot pretend to say. 

We lay at a very pretty village, called Gstarby; on 
the night of the 5 th, and went about three miles next 
morning to see the mines of Danmora. They are ce- 
lebrated tor producing the finest iron ore in Europe, 
the iron of which is exported into every country, and 
constitutes one of the most important sources of the 
national wealth and royal revenue. The ore is not 
dug, as in the mines of tin or coal, which we have 
in England, but is torn up by powder. This opera- 
tion is performed every day at noon, and is one of the 
most tremendous and awful it is possible to conceive. 
'We arrived at the mouth of the great mine, whieh is 
near half an English mile in circumference, in time to 
be present at it. Soon after twelve the first explosion 
•began. I cannot compare it to any thing so aptly as 
tubteiraneous thunder, or rather volleys of artillerjr 
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discharged under ground. The stones are thrown \m 
by the violence of the powder to a vast height above 
the surface of the ground, and the concussion is so 
great as to shake the surroundings earth or rock oil 
e^ery side. 

As soon as the explosions were finished, I deter- 
mined to descend into the mine. There is no way to 
do this but in a large deep bucket, capable of cod* 
taining three persons, and fastened by chains to a rope. 
The inspector, at whose house I had slept the pre- 
ceding night, took no little pains to dissuade me from 
the resolution, and pointed out the frequent and me- 
lancholy accidentsthat happen on such occasions, from 

* which no care could absolutely insure me. Finding, 
however, that I was Heaf to ail his remonstances, ijfc 
provided me a clean bucket, and put two men into 
it to accompany me. I am not ashamed to own, that 
when I found myself thus suspended between hea- 
ven and earth, by a rope, and looked down into the 
deep and dark abyss below me, to which I could see 
no termination, I shuddered with apprehension, and 
half repented my curiosity. This was, however, 
"only a momentary sensation, and before I had de- 
scended a hundred feet, 1 looked round on the scene 

„ with very tolerable composure. I was near nine mi- 
nutes before I reached the bottom, it being eighty 
fathoms, or four hundred and eighty feet. The view 
of the mine, when I set my foot to the earth, was aw- 
ful and sublime in the highest degree, : whether ter- 
ror or pleasure formed the predominant feeling as I 
looked at it, is hard to say. The light of the day was 
very faintly admitted into these subterranean caverns. 
In many places it was absolutely lost, and flambeaux 
supplied its place. I saw beams of wood across* 
♦ some parts from one side of the rock to the other, 
where the miners sat, employed in boring holes 6>r 

- the admission of powder, with the most perfect un- 
cefecern, though the least divines*, or even a failure 
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in preserving their equilibrium, tnest bav* tmdt them 
lose their seat, and dashed them to pieces against the 
togged surface of the rock beneath. The fragments 
tori) up by the explosion previous to my descent, lay 
in vast heaps on all sides, and die whole scene was 
calculated to i Of pi re a gloomy admiration, 

i remained three quarters of an hoar in these 
gloomy and frightful caverns, and traversed every 
part of them which was accessible, conducted by my 
guides. The weather above was very warm, but 
here (he ice covered the whole surface of the ground, 
and 1 found myself surrounded with the colds of the 
most rigorous winter, amid darkness and caves of 
iron. In one of these, /which ran a considerable w»y 
under the rock, were eight wretches wanning tbetw- 
seivet round a charcoal fire, and eating use little 
Scanty subsistence produced from their miserable oc- 
cupation. They rose with surprize at seeing so unex- 
pected a guest among them, and 1 was not a little 
pleased to dry my feet, which were wet with tread- 
ing on the melted ice, at their fire. . 

There are no less than one thousand three bun- 
dled of these men constantly employed in tbe mines, 
and their pay is only a copper dollar, or tbre$ pence 
English, a day. They were first opened about 15SQ, 
under the reign of John III. but have ondy been 
worked constantly since Christina's time. Ait** bar- 
inggratiaied my curiosity, with a full view of these 

k sxfoerrsaseen anartmeots, I made the signal for being 
drawn tip, and feit so little terror whiles re-ascending, 
compared with that of being let down, tfyat 1 am con- 
vinced* in five or six times .more, 1 should base been 
perfectly indifferent to it. So strong is the effect of 

' custom on the human mind, and so contemptible 
sloes danger or horror become* when fca^Uipised by 
continual repetition. 

Leaving the mines of Panroow, we proceeded to 
the seat of Baron de Geer»at Lofcta, which is about 
twenty miles distant. He was gone, him*el& iote 
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the province of Gestrici*, only the day before i buj 
bad left tbe strictest orders for oar entertainment and 
reception with his steward, wJjo"J>erformed with punc- 
tuality his master's command, and seemed to know 
no bounds to his hospitality and respect. This is one 
of tbe handsomest country seats in Sweden, and is, I 
believe, one of th<& most northern in Europe. Na- 
ture is every where forced at an immense expence, 4 
and art has omitted nothing to embellish and adorn a 
spot, which, without it, must be a melancholy marsh, 
devoid of any beauty or charm. It may be a very 
agreeable residence for a few weeks in July and Au- 
gust, , but is too near the pole to be tolerable the far 
greater part of the year. Such is my detestation of 
those inhospitable and polar countries, that no ho* 
nours or fortunes could tempt me to remain in them, 
and I would rather reside in a cottage, beneath a tem« 
perate and genial heaven, than in a palace invested so 
many months with ice and darkness. This sentiment 
the Swedes laugh at, and assure me that there are 
pleasures in furs and sledges, and the rigors of win- 
ter, of which I have no conception. J am very ready 
to allow it, and only desire to be excused from expe- 
riencing them in my own person. Providence has 
been kind enough to the natives of all countries, to 
inspire them with a predilection for their own, 6r to 
blind them to its disadvantages ; but this cannot apply 
to strangers, who are at liberty to compare, and free 
to judge. 

From Baron de Geer's seat, we had about twenty- 
five miles to the river Dahl, which divides the pro* 
yinces of Upland and Qestricia. Here we left our 
carriage, and passed over in a boat to the island of 
Elfcar-Eue. It is about three miles in circumference, 
and almost entirely covered with woods of aspen, 
birch, and fir, which at this season pf the year are 
very beautiful, and spread a gloom and awfulness not 
tmpteasing to a contemplative mind. We lodged at 
a* Ver^-gerrteel bouse, the master and' mistress of 



which omitted no endeavours to reader eev*te$ 
agreeable. It was our intention to hove mad* bat a 
•Sort stay here, bat I fooad k impossible ao soon to 
quit a piace where I enjoyed the most aobhsiie and 
woadrous prospect 1 caa almost conceive. Hue as 
the cataract of the river DaU, aboat a aula aad a 
half distant front the boose where wa took up oik 
abode. 

The Dabl rises in frorwegiaa Lapland, aad after 
passing through a vast extent of country, enaptiee itself 
into the sea about twenty miles from this place, h it 
above half a mile broad between the island £lfaovfiae 
aad the {alls; but at the cataracts, it* hanks being 
orach narrower, it runs with vast impetuosity. A 
small island, or rather rock, of half a quarter of a 
mile ia circumference, divides the river at the- place. 
In the winter, when one of the cataracts is froze* 
over, the island is accessible $ bat at this time it weeW 
be impossible to reach it alive* The eye takes ia 
both falls at once from either bank. The depth of 
each is about forty feet ,• hot one is abrupt and per- 
pendicular, the other oblique and sheWiaa;. A* 
nearly as I can judge by roy eye, the breadth ia not, 
in either, leas than eighty or ninety yards. The fee* 
m en dous roar of these cataracts, which, whoa clear 
is superior far ea the loudest thunder* the vapour 
which rises incassaatly from them, and even ob- 
scures them from the eye in many parte , the agita* 
tionof the river below, for several hundred yards be- 
fore k resumes its former tranquillity 5 and' the aides 
covered with tall ors, which seemed Hke silent aad 
astonished spectators of it ; form one.pf the Boost pic- 
turesque and astonishing scenes to be beheld in aatoie's 
volume. It was only nine days before our atvival, 
that six unhappy fishermen wen carried <ta*n by 
the rapidity of the currant, and forced over the pre- 
cipice, where they all perished. Four of their bodies 
wore found, but so dkhgured aad torn by the water 



tfeat they could not be known, and many similar acci- 
dents have happened. 

After having viewed the cataracts, I drove abort 
three miles along the bankt of the river, to see the 
intrenchments made by the Russian*, when they 
landed in tytg, and burut the country on every tide* 
Here I alighted from mj carriage, and as this spot Ml 
the boundary of my }ourney to the north, and the 
aearestapproach 1 shall probably ever make to the pole, 
I oonld not help 'leaving some memento of my wander- 
ings, by engraving with a p^en -knife, on the bark of a 
tail aspen, the name of my mistress, and the year when 
I visited these inclement kingdoms. At this island, 
I was only about two hundred/ miles from Umem 
Lapland, and I could scarcely entertain a wish to pro- 
ceed farther in this direction, where nature begins to 
be divested of every captivating charm, and man 
.himself to dwindle from the rigors of the cKmate. 

Turning our faces* therefore* towards theaonth, in 
tar way to Upsal, we arrived at Soderfors, which ie 
twenty miles distant from EHcar-Eue, about ten 
o'clock, on Friday morning, June the gth. The 
road lies along the sides xrf the Dabi, on which the vil- 
lage itself is situated. After staying to vjew the 
Jbrges for anchors at this place, we proceeded to Up* 
sal, and arrived there early in tile ovening* I in- 
tended to devote the following day to the survey of 
tho colleges, public buildings, curiosities, painting*, 
and aft those exhibitions of art and learning usually 
found in seminaries of knowledge and study. The 
8v*e4s£ had ianphred me with such eaaked ideas -of 
4hi* university* that I was only fearfol test a single 
da? might fen 6w* inadequate to such an undertaking, 
and wished tohave spent a longer time in so agreeable 
urn occupation. I was, however, most completely un- 
deceived* A* fJpaat has hardly one inducement to 
draw a man of taste to visit it, unless from being th» 
-mssUame 4* Liowwis. This fyeeum of the north 
Jus poteen* piece of painting within k»wafis,and 
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only two of sculptore.which arecbusts of 7 €H$divt» 
Adolphns and Charles XI. A gentleman, who resides 
here, did Us the honour to be oar cicefonH && to 
conduct ns over the place. I inquired of him how 
many colleges there were, and which was the most 
celebrated. " Sir/' said he, " we have three; hot I 
cannot say that any one of them deserves your notice. 
The principal objects of attention are, the library, the 
cathedral, and the botanical garden. I know -not of 
any thing else." The first of these is si neat good 
building, at d contains a cabinet, in which are a num- 
ber of little trinkets, rather than rarities, preserved 
with great care. Among these is the identical bag 
which Judas kept, one of the thirty pieces of -silver 
money which he received for his perfidy in deliver* 
ing up his master, and a pair of red slippers ia which 
the Virgin Mary paid a visit to her cousin Elisabeth. 
I must do the man the justice to say, that he blushed 
as he shewed them to me; and I could not help tell- 
ing him, that I thought the university would not do 
amiss to send these precious relics to St. Januarito, or 
to tny lady of Loretto, who might probably benignly 
obliged by so valuable an accession. 

The cathedral is built of brick ; and as the two 
towers at the west end lately wanted repair, they have, 
with great taste, added a Doric architrave to these 
Gothic walls, and placed two great domes of copper on 
the top. It must, notwithstanding the meanness of 
its materials, be forever venerable, vwhile the remains 
of Oustavus Vasa, and . Chancellor Oxenstiern repose 
in it. The last of these great men, whose virtoe and 
wisdom Sweden yet reveres, rests in an obscure cha- 
pel, beneath a common stone. He has no monument 
erected, or epitaph inscribed to his memory 5 while a 
St. Eric, who was a king and a devotee in some bar- 
barous age, is preserved in a shrine of silver gilt, and 
placed on the right hand of the high altar. ^ 

There were at this time near one thousand five hun- 
dred students ia the university of Upttd. They see 



not, however, young, jnen, of family ind condition, 
as with us, .but for the most pot are inferably poor, 
and. lodge five or six together, in wretched hovels, 
amid dirt and penury. The professors in different 
branches of literature are about twenty-two* the most 
ample of whose salaries does not exceed one hundred 
and thirty, or one hundred and forty pounds per an- 
num, and are, in general, not half that sum. 

On our first arrival, the gentleman who accompa- 
nied me, and .who was intimately acquainted with 
Linnaeus, sent his compliments to say, that he would 
do himself the honour to wait on him, if agreeable, 
immediately, and would introduce, at the same time, 
an English gentleman, who had been induced to visit 
Upsal from the fame of so great a man. He sent us 
word, in return, that he would pay us a visit in the af- 
ternoon, at three o'clock, after his dinner. He came 
punctually at the hour marked, and after staying some 
time, conducted us to the botanical garden, where he 
shewed us bis collection of plants, shrubs, and flowers, 
which are. very numerous, and have been presented to 
him from every part of the globe. At the door he took 
his leave and quitted us. This celebrated botanist* 
was in the sixty-ninth year of his age. He is of a 
middle size, inclining to short, which is still increased 
by his stooping prodigiously when he walks. 

He was dressed in a plain blue suit of clothes, and 
booted, as is common with the Swedes, At his but** 
Ion-hole hung the white cross of the order of the po- 
lar star, which was conferred on him by the late King 
Adolphus, who admired and honoured him. He 
enjoys a very easy independence from his salary and 
pupUs in the university ; besides which he is said to be 
.possessed of a considerable fortune acquired by bis 
.profession. He has a country house about five miles 
/>utof town,. and keeps his chariot He has one son 
and four daughters alive; but I do not find they, pos- 
sess any of their father's genius 5 though his son is 
botanical prpfejifpr. _... , „ ^ 

VOL. XVIII. n d 
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Liowrat has been in £ngissjd, France* and 43et» 
many, bat speaks no languages except the Latin and 
Swedish $ in the former of which he converses with 
perfect facility. His knowledge, I am assured, is by 
. too means universal, hot confined almost absolutely to 
natural history, in which k is unbounded. His- fa* 
celties areas yet unimpaired, except his memory, 
whic h begins to suffer some diminution. 

The remark, that a prophet has no honour in his 
own country, is very ranch verified in Linnaeus ; and 
I found those persons, who were intimately conver- 
sant with his life and actions, more inclined to dweH 
on his personal imperfections, his foibles, and his 
weaknesses, than to expatiate on his astonishing talents 
and extended fame. Thus it always is, where we 
view the object at too inconsiderable a distance, and 
through the medium of those littlenesses which sure in- 
separable from humanity. . Well might the witty 
Rochefoucault assert, that " Admiration and ac- 
quaintance are incompatible." Time only can bold 
up to view pre-eminent merit, and assign it the due 
rank in the temple of fame. 

Upsal was anciently the chief residence of the 
kings of Sweden, and is much older than the present 
metropolis, it is situated in a vast plain, open on afl 
sides, and at present covered wkh grain. The houses 
are mostly of wood, nor is there one public or private 
edifice of stone in the city. We left it Sunday morn- 
ing, the 12th, and returned to Stockholm the same 
evening. ^ y 

- In this journey of near ten days, I had almost made 
the complete tour of the province of Upland. The 
country is chiefly a horrid desert, covered with shape- 
less stones, or with impenetrable woods, ineapauie of 
cultivation, and devoid of inhabitants. The quantity 
of land employed in tillage does not bear the propor- 
tion of one to twenty. Nature has, however,, made 
them, m -some degree, amends for this pammcpy, by 
enriching these barren wastes with jatxbanstibif 
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loteeaofcojpper, \wff t and sfrver. The peasants ard 
chiefly employed in the manufacture of these metals* 
and I ri sited-six or seven forges on my journey, each 
of which constantly employe from four to fourteen 
bundled workmen in iron only. No cyclop* uere 
ever more dextrous in working their materials. { 
tore seen them stand close to, and hammer, in their 
coarse frocks of linen, a bar of ore, the heat and re- 
fcjge&ce of which were almost insupportable to me at 
ten feet distance, and with the sparks of which they 
are covered from head to foot. I had the pleasure o/ 
viewing the whole process used to reduce the ore 
into iron, and must own it is very curioua and into* 
lasting. They first roast it in the open afar for a const* 
derabie time, after which it is thrown into a furnace, 
tod when reduced to fusion, is poured into a mould 
or" sand, about three yards in length. These pigs, aa 
they are then denominated, are next put into a forge, 
heated to a prodigious degree $ they break off a large 
piece with pinchers, whan red hot, and this is beat to 
a l aa g e r size with hammers. It is put again into th$ 
fire, and from thence entirely finished, by being laid 
Odder aa immense engine resembliug a hammer, 
which is turned by water, and flattens the rude piece 
inta>a bar. 

Nothing can exceed the dexterity of the men who 
eraduct this concluding part of the operation, as the 
eye is their sole guide, and it requires an exquisite 
nicety and precision. It is certainly a most happy 
circumstance that Sweden abounds with these em* 
ffoyments for her peasants, as, from the ungrateful 
aoil and inclement latitude, they must otherwise be 
tibae&ious to extreme want and misery. 

Tbrongh the whole country are lakes, and pieces 
of iataud water, oa the banks of which their palaces, 
and villas, are usually built. The hospitality I <roet 
wnh in this tour was unbounded. It would even bo 
mented; if a stranger visited a forge without paying 
km ee^pJimeDU to the owner, who oxpect* thai 
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mark of his attention and respect Thfs custom 
plainly shews how tew persons travel in these parts 
of Europe : if they were numerous, it would be 
quickly laid aside, or at least restrained within nar- 
rower limits. I cannot say as much in praise of the 
Swedish refinement or elegance as of their benevo- 
lence and civility. . There is a profusion of dishes at 
their entertainments, but no taste in. the arrangement 
of them. The table groans beneath a number of 
covers, which are all brought in at once, and then 
left to cool during a ceremonious meal of at least two 
hours. But the prologue to this entertainment is even 
worse. Before they sit down to dinner, the com* 
pony take bread and butter, which they wash down 
with a glass of brandy, and this horrid fashion' pre- 
vails not only among persons of condition, but ex- 
tends even to the ladies as well as the men. I 
must own I cannot reconcile myself to a custom, 
which, though it doubtless originated from tbe 
extreme coldness of the climate, is only worthy tbe 
Muscovites before the reign of tlieir reformer Peter. 
A military spectacle detained me at Stockholm 
a day longer than I had intended. The scene lay in 
a large peak, about an English mile without the gates, 
of the city, where the camp had been pitched some 
weeks, and which is finely adapted for a martial 
entertainment, from the nature of the ground, which 
is irregular and full of declivities : the rising parts of 
it are covered with small woods of fir, and it is di- 
vided by a branch of the Meier Lake, over which is a 
floating bridge. The king of Sweden commanded 
about two regiments, mostly infantry : his youngest 
brother, Prince Frederic, had under him near one 
thousand troops, horse and foot. They were entirely 
ignorant of each other's motions j his majesty only 
endeavouring to surround the inferior army; and^ the 
prince exerting his endeavours to effect a secure 
retreat. The queen dowager, with her daughter, 
the princess of Sweden, were present iii a Itft&dpea 
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which permitted tbeni to follow the soldiery 
eve* th« field* ^nd be present every where. Tbf 
***8» dressed* iu his uniform, was mounted oa a 
6ream«a>l<tared horse, and appeared as much anl- 
mated and interested in this essa/ of arma as he 
could have been on a day of action, it was about 
£ve in the evening when it began. I cannot pre- 
tend to pursue the two generals through the different 
evolution* which passed in too rapvd a succession, 
and wqpe of too intricate a nature to admit of a mt- 
Bnte description. The result was, however, favour- 
able to the king ; his brother having neglected to 
seize on a po&i which might have commanded a re- 
treaty m case of emergency, found his error too late j 
end when ha would have availed himself of this 
passage, discovered that his rival's troops wore al- 
ready i* possession of it, having crossed the river in 
boats for that purpose* s After having endeavoured 
ju vein* to force him from this post, he formed his 
infcetry into a hollow square, and maintained a 
brisk rkre, on all sides, for a considerable time j but 
finding himself environed by a much superior body 
of iiwees, and no possibility of escape, he delivered 
op his sword to the king, and his soldiers became 
prisoners of war. His cavalry had, however, seized 
on a small, but most advantageous spot, and, water- 
fined by the fate of their companions, refused to sur- 
render, agd demanded permission to march off the 
ground with ail military honours. Their fate was 
Dot yet decided when 1 quitted the place, at eternal 
o'clock at night. Jt wa* a very elegant and gallant 
dh eraion, finely designed to cultivate and practice 
the operations of a canipaign, and keep alive the 
knowledge of war^ even amid the most profound 
peace. 

I left Stockholm at four o'clock the ensuing 
mornings June \Tth 9 and Beached Griselhamn* *n 
tfrk western shore of the Gulph of Bothnia, about 
efcyen at night. I engaged & boat to carry meaner 
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to the Isle of Aland : the weather was remarkably 
serene and pleasant, and the little breeze whfci 
played was favourable. I therefore lost rio time; 
bat patting my carriage into the boat, I took my 
Mat in it, and wrapping myself up, fell asleep. 
When I awoke in the morning, we Had performed 
tnore than two-thirds of the passage, which is forty- 
£ve English miles, and about noon I landed at Preb- 
•benby, on the idle of Aland. My road to \ Finland 
lay entirely through it 

While I stopped to change horses at a little village, 
called Haroldsby, the bailiff, or governor, passed 
me, and knowing 1 must be a stranger, very politely 
accosted me. 1 was glad to have such an oppor- 
tunity of saining a little information relative to tie 
island. He said it was about one hundred arid 
eighty miles in circumference, and contained be- 
tween five and six thousand inhabitants ; that they 
• paid no pecuniary taxes, but were only obliged to 
furnish a certain number of men for the defence of 
the kingdom j and that vassalage was perfectly un- 
known. ** There is no towh, M continued he, rf upon 
the island, and the peasants have always remonstrated 
'against the founding any, as the Swedish government 
have repeatedly intended. My residence is at Castle- 
holm, about three miles from hence, and close to 
which you must pass. It is an ancient fortress, built 
'by the viceroy who founded Stockholm, and repaired 
by our celebrated Christina. It contains, at present, 
little worthy a traveller's attention. There is, in- 
' deed, a room where the unhappy king Eric XIV. 
was confined. I have had the curiosity some few 
years ago to visit it ; but the access is, at this time, 
- so ruinous, and even dangerous, that I cannot advise 
you to attempt it." 

I returned him thanks for his advice, though I was 
futty determined to act in opposition to iVf and 
having bid him adieu, pursued- my journey. I *• 
rived* in half an noun at tfccHSastte: k stands in a 
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beautiful situation, on the back* of a river, and 
commanding an extensive view > on every side. It 
was with some difficulty that the passage to the 
chamber, where the king had been imprisoned* 
could be discovered j and it was with still greater 
difficulty I could enter it when found. I crawiqd 
upon my hands and knees under an arch, . the stones 
of which having fallen down in a course of years, 
had almost filled up the way 5 and after passing .this 
narrow entrance, I had two ladders to mount, which 
did not appear capable of bearing much pressure. I 
followed, however, where my guide led the way, and 
entered the apartment through a trap door. 

1 was struck with compassion and horror to think 
that a sovereign had been the tenant of such a dun- 
geon, which is too miserable for the worst male* 
factor. It is composed of stone, and vaulted over 
head: I measured it by my paces j it was about 
twenty-three feet long, and twelve broad. The light 
it admitted by a narrow window, through a wall five 
feet in thickness. In one corner is a little fire-place, 
aad in the other a cupboard hollowed in the wall. 
The flooring is of brick, and, as the guide pretended to 
shew me, is worn away in those places where the 
king was used to walk. 

It seems Eric was the eldest son of Gustavus Vasa, 
and succeeded his father in 1 560* His name appears 
among the list of our Elizabeth's suitors, hut he ap- 
pears to be ill formed by nature for success in gal- 
lantry. He was immoderately addicted to the study 
of a$trology» a weakness not confined to him alone, 
but which characterized the age in which he lived. 
He was deposed In 1 568, by his brother John HJ. 
and after being removed to different prisons, he 
ended his days at Gripsholm, in Sweden, though whe- 
ther by a violent or a natural death, is more a mat- 
ter of speculation and suspicion than of certainty or 
fact. Every, nation seems to have, had its Eric. TJie 
Wen^esfepsjpf thp empire,, the Piter IVUfii Russia, 
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the Atpboneo VI. of Portugal, *QAjfcHq*?T*L4 
"Castile, are 011)7 the same sod it^ 4i0esw*i|ft 
and varying in minute cireqtqstancee. . T^a jtfflgpP 
ha v* had many Erica: oar annals a*o mom <*taut*<4 
Willi royal blood, than any others of Eutupe. 'jjjjsje 
hardly passes the rums of a easily where some of 
our princes have not, at different periods, been coat- 
aloed. 

Having gratified my curiosity, I left Casfb- 
holm, discontinuing my journey, arrived at, the 
termination of the island 9S the sun set. it was 
my intention to have gone on to Finland by ; tae 
post route, through several small islands* or socks, 
between which there are, constantly, boats, nip 
vided to convey travellers. Ju*t aa I was oaths 
point of carrying this design into execution, aomp 
country people came, and proposed to convey am 
from thence straight to Abo. They said, tha sfis« 
lance was only about one htiudred and Mi r a aty 
£aglifih miles > that the wind was very fair f thst 
they had often made the passage in twelve or four- 
teen bours> and doubted not to do the same now; 
that I needed not loose a moment, aa jtbmt liuie 
vessel was in readiness, and only waited my or- 
ders. I did not hesitate long, but compiled with 
the offer, and left Aland about midnight 00 the 
16th. I slept, as I had done the preceding night, 
in roy carriage, and at seven in the rooming found 
myself in a narrow passage, surrounded by %kh 
rocks, and the people euspieyed in rowing, j wSh 
bo question that we weW already k in fbe fiver 
of Abo j bat was not a little chagrined to find, 
on inquiry, that the wind had feUco away, thar 
we were hardly thirty miles from the place we 
bad quitted. They added that the whole day was 
through similar channels * that several^ the iskads 
bv which I sailed were inhabited; and that -efcl 
pleased, they would land Hie ©a one of them 6* 
**«ih»*au To thia Jt giaoV ctqeMmrf, ***> 
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about nine o'clock I vent ashore on one called 
Lappo> I walked to a little hamlet at a mile 
distance from the shore: the poor peasants very 
cheerfully brought me .some cream, and assisted in 
boiling my coffee. Nothing could exceed their 
poverty'; a little black bread, fish, pork, and a sort 
of mixture, they called beer, constituting all tbettf 
sustenance. After having made a very comfortable 
breakfast, on this almost unknown and sequestered) 
island, 1 returned again to the boat. 

During the whole day we pursued our voyage 
through a labyrinth of small rocks and isles, many of 
them covered with firs and aspens j tome few green 
and beautiful, but far the greater number barren and 
nigged. Many of the prospects were, however, 
wondrousry picturesqueend romantic, and I frequent- 
ly stopped the boatmen, for a minute, to gaze upon 
the extraordinary scene around me. Sometimes we 
went through channels of only twenty or thirty feet 
in breadth; sometimes the water opened into a 
considerable expanse* and often there appeared to be 
bo avenue on any side. I was astonished how they 
so exactly steer their course in this intricate and per* 
flexing maze, through which nothing besides long 
experience could have conducted them. . We were 
about forty miles from Abo when the sun went down, 
and I was once more obliged to sleep in my carriage $ 
we entered the river early on the morning of the 
20th, and about eight o'clock I finished my voy- 
age. 

There is not any thing at Abo which entertained 
me in the survey, or can amuse by the description* 
It is a wretched capital of a barren province. Tim 
houses are almost all of wood, and the archiepiscopai 
palace is composed of' no better materials $ but by 
way of distinction it is painted red. I inquired if 
there was any thing in the university to merit 
attention ; but they assured me, it would be regarded 
as a piece of ridiiuleuo visit it on such au errand* 
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there bring nothing wtibif* its walls, except a. 

vniy mall library, and a few philosophical uttva* 

meats. 

1 wsiled on the governor soon after *my arrival: 
he procured me horses on the road from heooe to 
Hefeiagfors, the first town in my way to 8t« Fete*** 
bnrgh, and which is one hundred and twenty miles 
distant. As the weather, during the day, was now 
vary hot, I delayed my departure tttt the evenings 
At this time them was a great annual fair at Aon* 
and I amnsed myself, in the afternoon* in lookup 
flaoa the window of my apartment, at a ctoweV of 
thme or four thoasand Finland* peasants, who wero 
collected together, and formed* canons mep«4**tia 
their country dresses. 

Finland is not so stent or uncultivated as 1 had been 
teaght to expect I saw no pert of Sweden, eanepf 
Bast Gothland, which is so free from than* vast 
nooks which Nature, in <her wrath, seems to ham 
ecattered over these kingdoms; net any where the 
eeil is apparently mem fertile* or the ooantry hetfsr 
peopled. The peasants speak, a jargon equally unie* 
toJtigihie to a Swede or a ftosaian; hut, m the 
towns* the former language is generally oeecVnr 
understood, i staid at fteieingfbrs a day, mom' ta 
recover my past fatigue than from a desire of eeetqg 
an immense fortress, built as a hairier agatnat fee* 
Russians, and in which there was a garrison of i ' 



thousand men. It is not yet entirely completed.). Mf 
as more than two-thirds of the soldiery am constant* 
at work on the fortifications, it is to be presumed it 
will bain fuJ4 readiness for the next rupture between 
these rival naiiona. 

I slept at the city of Borgo on the 84th, and artat 
the ensuing evening I arrived at theoonfinaa of the 
Swedish monarchy. The river Kymen divides the 
empire of Russia from the don Anion* of Hwaihaif 
•cross It is a wooden bridge, one halt of whieww a»* 
*»*iy mpaimd by the one, and th» athm half byte* 
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ether nation, i underwent a very mienie starch 
aroan the guards on either. Bide, before I wa* permitted 
to proceed. 

At about b league beyond this boundary, my ouv 
rfege brake down in a deep wood more than two Eng- 
lish miles from any habitation : ft was about four in 
the morning when the .accident happened $ I left the 
^oatiUnn to guard the chaise, and walked on with my 
eervefit to the next ftaasian hamlet. We addressed 
tnn*e)ves to the first peasant we met, who happened 
te> be a Swede by birth. Alter mach entreaty, I 
prevailed on him to famish me with a wheel from 
his own little charette. I thought myself very happy 
e» precure this temporary aid, and by the help pf k I 
arrived at Fredericsbarnn the same evening. 

Here every thing announced a different, people 
ftem there! bad jut* quitted. The feature*, the com- 
pfcxieii, the manner*, the dress of the inhabitants, 
were ail MmctMitt?. A thousand leagnea cotild net 
have made a more striking alteration then a lev miles 
bed done 5. aad plainly evinces how strongly the che- 
fatter ef the individuals which compose society h 
Sieged and mimed by the government, policy, and 
religion of the nation. 

The pbe of Fiedericshamn' is one of the moat ele- 
gant I have ever seen 5 aU the streets going off like 
radii from a centre, in' which? is a handsome hotel do 
vifie. The unaifeoted pobteness and.- hospitality with 
vdrich 1 was received hy General SesttftorT, to whom, 
ea pj/mmor of the dty,I paid my corapitaaeats o» my 
acrical, detained me here a day. He introduced me 
ae the prtace of Ibaeajhourg, a German, in therein* 
presa of Russia's service. The prince gave me. the 
inajsieqmaU account of this country, m These pro- 
vitoeea were, as y*>u know/' said he, ** conquered 
feean Fsederic, king of Sweden, by the late empress 
JEliaehfth On the eetaion of *hem to her, and the 
evacuation of the Swedes, the best estates were 
bought b(f paasaaw, ptoatft* v «*d mellanics for the 
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merest trifles* but the whole (rack is steeil, uncol- 
tivated. and unpeopled. I have myself fmrchased 
above forty English miles of land, since mj anferal, 
for only two thousand rubles."* I recollected the 
prince's words as I drove from Fredericahatnh to 
Wybourg, the whole intermediate country being ths 
most savage, rocky, and inhospitable desert that 
can be conceived : from the gates of one to the en- 
trance of the other I saw scarce any other-signs of 
population than at the little hamlets where I stepped 
to change horses; yet has this frontier of the Swedish 
and Russian territory been as obstinately disputed, 
and caused the effusion of as much blood, as the 
most plentiful and happy regions of the earth ; a con- 
vincing proof that ambition rather than interest is^he 
frequent source of war, 

I have seen no place, since Stockholm, whew there 
seems so much the face of indnstry and commerce 
as at Wybourg. It is a fortified city, and during the 
wan between Charles add Peter, when it belonged 
to the former of those princes, was reputed strong, 
the Russians having been more than once forced to 
raise the siege; bat at present the fortifications are 
very ruinous. 

On the 29th of June I left Wybourg, and reached 
Petersburgh, distant one handled and ten English 
miles, without any thing remarkable/ Tins great 
capital, though only a creation of the rjvesent cen- 
tury, has already grown to a vast size, and cantatas 
infinitely higher matter of entertainment andmstrufe- 
lion than either of those from whence I lately canie. 
-I was struck wkh a pleasing astcmishmem> mrbik 
I wandered among havens, streets, and pubhe build- 
ings, which have risen, as by enchantment, within 
the memory of men still alive : and have converted 
the marshy islands- of the Neva into one of the most 
magnificent cities of the earth. The imagination, 

# 4b*u* feat hundred pounds seeding. 



aftliA*y^ma»yuiEiwWe ©bjs^? riwa td the won- 
teemktoufidstiaBd beholds in ide* the tutelary genius 
di^Bterjfi^yet; hovering . over . the chiM • of tea own 
fdtsduetfony' and viewing with a, parents fotwLiess 
ttfe riwug^paiabes and temples. Tne names on which 
mc'ignt story dwells with so much fondness, sink 
tonha comparison with this immortal man, and the 
iabukus 'legislator* of Greece and Egypt never pre-, 
mured to attempt the mighty traosformatron which 
the cxar completed. He metamorphosed bsutes 
into men; and in some measure triumphed over 
gupentition, the strong and almost impregnable 
told « of ignorance. I must own, I never const* 
tterthis, so recent and so wondrous an event, with* 
.eut being hurried away by an enthusiasm I can- 
not avoid fee&ig, and from which I now return, to 
^ive seme imperfect description of the festivities at 
which I had the honour of being present during raj 
^siayhere. . 

, 1 accompanied Sir Robert Gunning on the 9th of 
.July, to the*paiace of Peigrhon* where die empress 
then resided. It was the anniversary of her acces- 
.ak>a> when there is generally a very brilliant court. 
As we arrived early, I had an opportunity of view- 
chi£ the: gardens before her majesty's appearance* 
They are very extensive, lying along the gulph of 
• Finland, and washed by its waters* In the midst of 
them stands the palace. itself, situate on an emi- 
nenoe, and commanding a fine view. It was begun 
hy Peter I. but has been enlarged and improved by 
hits successors. In the front is a canal of some hun- 
dred vards in length which, joins the gulph, and from 
which three jet$ d'eatt are supplied, which play con- 
stantly throughout the year. .The apartments- are 
.all vcsy splendid; but my attention was. ehteflyen- 
<gagedby the drawing room, where hung five match- 
. Jess portraits of the sovereigns, of Jtassia. They are 
. all full length pieces. Peter himself is the first, and 
oppositeJo him appears the humble Utopian female, 
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whom be raised from a cottage to the nsorft *Mtt» 
bounded sovereignty. She it draws bf the .painter 
as in middle Ufe ? her ejes and hair black, her eona* 
tenance open, smiling and ingratiating, and her per* 
•on not exceeding the middle skc. The empresses 
Anne and Elizabeth ill their respective places in 
this apartment j hot did net long detain me from a 
portrait of the 'reigning sovereign, which is of s 
singular kind. She Is habited in the Russian ts&i* 
form, booted, and sits astride on awhke hornet - ia 
her hat is the oaken bough, which she wore at the 
memorable revomtkra which placed her on the 
throne, and which badge was likewise assumed by 
all her adherents. Her long hair floats in* disorder 
down her back ; and the flushing in her face, the 
natural effect of the heat and fatigue she hadamder* 
fone, is finely expressed* 

White my eyes were rivetted to this picture, and 
my thoughts employed on the melancholy catastro- 
phe of the unhappy emperor, which so soon followed, 
«he empress's entrance was announced. She was 
preceded by a long train of lords and gentmmea: 

I felt a pleasure corrected. with awe- asr Igazed on 
this extraordinary woman, whose vigour and policy, 
without acty right of blood, ha* seated and msanfatns 
ber on the throne of the cars. Though she is 
«aw become ramer corpulent, there ia a dignity 
tempered with geactoosness in bar deportment and 
-manner, which strikingly inqmsaaa. She- was ha* 
tttad in a deep blue silk with gold stripes,, and h#r 
hair ornamented wkh diamond*. 'After the feem 
jntnittete- bad paid her the customary com y M m araa 
no tbia anniversary, I had the honour to be presented, 



and to kiss her hand. Tbor grand duke and < 
Russia flowed thaempresa, *wb<r cpntimmd acarooa 
ttnmm in the circle, but sat down *t Shecarti tafc^t. 
I followed the crdwd tn she other end<e£4fee 

dijfimtnt kind, 
to*r 



.apartment, wham a soaemfgn of a diflfcatnl 
*a& pathims ** km despotic qr unUfOimd 



s empire, had drawn another circle of votaries 
by the magic of her voice j and received a hooiagt 
from her personal accomplishments, perhaps more 
flattering than that paid to greatness, because more 
*be offering of the heaft; This was no ether than 
•GabrieUi, the singer : she had just begun an air a* 
J came op, - and I listened ia deep attention while it 
lasted. When she had finished, Count Rzewusky, 
a young Polish nobleman, came up tome, and asked 
xne if jL wished to be introduced to her. I assured 
him he could not confer a greater obligation on ma. 
-She rose up with great politeness on the coont's in- 
troducing me to her as an English gentleman who 
-wag lately arrived 5 and I did not lose the opportunity 
•to enter imo*a conversation with her. 

She was perfectly free and unreserved in jber ft* 
f>iies» to a number* of little questions which 1 pat to 
doer. She said, that though accustomed t© the 
wajsQatclhnates of Italy and Sicily, her constitution 
was not impaired or injured by the severity of that of 
Hussi»} that the empress was a bounteous mistr*sa> 
and shehad unreason to be dissatisfied with her pre* 
aerrt situation $ but that, aotwithstanding, she had a 
passionate desica to visit £ngland 9 a journey aha had 
been many times on the point of executing, but had 
never yet accomplished. I assured her how happy 
thfc English nation would be to see among them a 
woman of such pre-eminent merit, and how gene** 
raus their patronage- was to ail performers in -the 
fine arts. 

Our conversation was most agreeably interrupted 
by hea standing up to sing. I must own I never 
heard any voice so perfectly sweet, melting, and, ab- 
solute in its command over the soul : nor can any 
thing exceed the negligent carejessnsss» apparent in 
her whole manner, while employed in this occupa- 
tion, as if she despised the appearance- of exertion 
or any labour to please. 

She waaat Milan, when the empress engaged her 
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to mag in her court. The price she dfmannW was 
aevea thousand roubles (or about one thousand five 
hundred pound sterling) a year, besides a house and 
carriage* nor .would she relax the least article ef 
these conditions, - They remonstrated with her on 
the unreasonableness of so enormous a salary, and to 
induce her to diminish it, informed her* that a field 
marshal had no more. " If that be the case/' said 
ahe, "I would advise her majesty to make one of 
her marshal's sing.'* Her person, strictly considered 
in itself, is by.no means irresistible; she does not 
•exceed, if she reaches, the middle sine 5 her features 
«re small, and her eyes blue; but her neck is exqui- 
sitely white. Though her salary is so ample* it is 
only on peculiar occasions and great festivals that she 
-uauatty sings'. 

< The court broke up between eight and nine o'clock 
in the evening, and I returned to Petersburgh j though 
1 went down to Peterhoff the following da/> when 
.there were a masquerade and illuminations in' the 
gardens. The former of these was rather a bai pari 
<€» domino, as there were* very few or na fancy 
jdresses, nor was any character supported. Every 
person, without distinction, is admitted on this occa- 
csion, and there were not less than four or five thou- 
sand persons present. Her majesty was dressed' 
in a blue domino, and played at cards most of the 
•night. 

. The illuminations in the gardens far surpassed any 
I ever saw in my life. Two prodigious arcades of 
Jfire extended in front of the palace : the canal, which 
Teaches to the gulph of Finland, was illuminated -aa 
.both nides, and the view terminated by a rock, lighted 
in the inside, and which had a beautiful effect. 
.From cither side of the canal branched off long arched 
. -walks, illuminated j and beyond these, in the woods, 
were hung festoons of lamps differently coloured, 
All the jets d'eaux. played. Artificial cascades, wt#re 
the Wftteg tumbled from one declivity (o *nodier, 
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i «f which lights wei9 r*rf artinlip 
dia>JsieV amused and sarpriged. the speetat og at* tint 

pyramids, and temples* ofcflasnej aard beyend all 

appeased the imperial yachts on the water in the same 

brilliant sttddarathsgernaments. 

' sVething could* be batter calculated to produce that 

giddy anc* tumultuous feeling at mingled wonder and 

4totigbt, which, though it aims neither from the 

uodeiaMBcKog nor the heart, has yet a tnost power* 

fel hsffaeifee over both. The semes are so muck 

■captivated with the powers of snnstc, dancing, and 

waaton hews, together with the presence of a ranltt- 

■tudeef both sexes, habited in a dress which intea> 

tionaify levels ail distinction, that a heart must he 

SMtcoroaionly misanthropical or unfeeling, which dees 

not catch some spark of mirth and gajkntry at such 

«a altar. This impression, however, as it is violent 

*sd predncedfrotii temporary causes, serai sofesidea* 

wmA expires with the eil and the toper which gave it 

fcisftb. 

Then is an little obscurity at this season of the 
jsnar, fris-4here is no darkness, that tf the night had 
4SOt been very oppo*tuariy ctoudy, the ilhwnioatjwaiss 
exadc} net have produced their roll effect. This sa- 
weurabte circumstance, howewg*v superadded to the 
black vapour which rose from such a multitude of 
lamps, and hung over the gardens, caused a degree of 
gloom, which, under the shelter of the woods ep-< 
preached nearly to darkness from eleven till one in 
thetneniifig) but before three; the envious day light 
hurst in upon the splendor of this daesliag scene, 
which required the canopy of night to give it any 
lofttre. The lamps were expiring on every side 5 the 
company began to disperse; each moment diminished 
•he magic which had charmed erewhile, and the fu- 
gitive enchantment was passed, it was eight o'clock 
'whet*! arrived in town, and the sun began to grew 
s&eisdy very w**m» i t*tewmyseitnBthat^¥*' 
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•pent with the pundit of pleasure; and gtad'tb*f*irtj 
to silence and rest. Magnificent at this ilku&imQoa 
was, I was assured that it had been surpassed on 
some very particular occasions. 

There is oof only a grandeur and regal pomp in 
this court, which far exceeds any I hare beheld eke* 
where, but every thing is on a vast and colossal 
scale, resembling that of the 'empire itself The 
public buildings, churches, monasteries, and private 
palaces of the nobility, are of an immense siae, and 
seem as if designed for creat u re s «ofa superior height 
and dimensions toman. • • 

At Moscow, I was told, this magnificent style, is 
yet more common and more universal. The palace 
which the present empress has begun, is designed te 
be two or three English miles in circumference : and 
m the mean time they have, erected a temporary one 
of brick, for her reception. The city- itself is as 
immense collection of villages, and the Muscovite 
lords commonly go fifty or sixty verstt, which are 
at least forty of our miles, to make visits to each 
other. There is a sort of savage and barbarous, gran* 
deur in this taste, which never appears in the edifices 
and productions of Grecian sculpture or architec- 
ture; but -this may arise ftom the difierent extent 
of the two countries, as well as the genius of the 
people. 

As the festivities were now finished at court, I had 
time to visit the principal objects of curiosity and en* 
tertainment in the city. My original inteutiou of 
going to Moscow, I at length, though very reluc- 
tantly, laid aside on account of the advancement of 
the season ; it being too long and disagreeable 9 jour- 
ney to undertake by land, thxough Livonia, CouN 
land; Prussia, and Germany, after the 1st of Sep-, 
•tember, when the autumnal rains make the loads, in 
aome of these countries almost impassable* . The 
weather was now insufferably botya& <fae>&Li&ds& 
that which is ever experienced in England - f but this 
was of short duration. 
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v The vteneration of the Russians for their hero audi 
legislator, Peter, approaches, as may naturally be ima- 
gined, to idolatry, and /inereases as they recede from 
the time in which he personally flourished 1 . The im-< 
partial and disWiring few, however, who can divest* 
themselves of prejudice, and view objects free fronv 
th* folate, which usually dazzles and deludes the' 
mttkitnde, have regarded his character and conduct' 
with different eyes, and even made those actions, ow 
which hit feme is built, the subject of criticism, if< 
pat of censure. Fifty years which have now neaitf 
elapsed since his death, have withdrawn the veil it* • 
stxne degree from the political sanctuary ; and expe- 
rience of the beneficial or pernicious nature of hi* 
regulations, has affixed to them the stamp of excel* 
krnce or error. So imperfect' and short-sighted jaw 
mail, so limbed the sphere of human foresight, that* 
tfcoae causes which seem at a first view replete with* 
bfessings, often contain a latent poison, which, when 
matured by time, can destroy these expected conse- 
quences, and fbrce us to condemn, on a retrospect* 
that which weet first applauded. - . . 

- These are only three grand points of light in which 
we>can regard Peter :• as the civilizer, the sovereign, 
{tod* the law-giver of his country : and there, are per* 
stm who assert, that he only succeeded partially 
even in the first of these, to the completion of which 
bCMaehficed the other two \ or else he evidently mis* 
took them. ' This may surprize those who nave been 
tasjgfct to regard Peter as one of the most perfect of 
fiovej*jgos-~~oQe of the most illustrious he certainly 
was. Ittt he had his Vices as well as his virtues j and 
many of his labours, in which the lives of thousands 
ofhtsiubjecrs were lost, might well have been either 
faffed, or more advantageously applied in another 
drfefcie*. 

sdfhis is ttowoniversaly allowed by the reflecting \ 
yW J with*ll the abatements that can justly be 
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ftam the character of Peter, da, still wiM dsecesdto 
admiring posterity with diaitnauhawd applause* : •.. 
, One at the neelest menumem*. of ike gsaii a u d e 
and veneration ejuversatljr paid to Jotter jL-**?iBut 
wWdi bar present maJBsry hat ordered la b 
It is an equestrian statue, and has been somro ^ 
«oder the bands of Monsieur Fakonette* I teas in* 
traduced u» this great statuary, and had the praam 
to sea the nodal, which is already completed, in 
Ibis production he has united the greatest skapskity 
with the truest sublimity of conception. Ne) -other 
atatue, whether aoeieDt or modern* save hhnthe 
design, whch 4s singular in its kind, and is admirably 
adapted to eaprtss the character of the man, and- the 
mat ion over which he feigned. Instead of ev pedestal 
adorned with inscriptions, or surrounded by stoves, 
ke appears mounted on a rock or'Stone of a psed*> 
gwus site, up the ascent of which the horse labours, 
end appears to have nearly reached its summit. The 
attitude has given him room to eitrt great anatomical 
feeauty and skill in the muscles of the horse's hind 
thighs and hams, on which the whose weigh* of. his 
body is necessarily sustained. The cear's figure* is 
full of fire and spirit . he sits on a bear's *k»n, end k 
dad in a simple habit, not characteristic of any.jferu* 
eular country, but such as may be worn, without vio- 
lation of propriety, by an inhabitant of any. His eye 
is directed to some apparently distant object, designed 
to be the citadel, and on his feature* are strongly im- 
pressed the sentiment of " deliberation and public 
eare ;" his left hand holds the bridle, and his right is 
eateuded, as the artist expressed k, e» p**e as ea 
s*diJr*~-' like a n*ber and sovereign/ Under the 
figure on the rock is this inscription : Fexao Vajm*» 
Cat/burina Skcunda. 

Every thing is now in preparation to cast the statu! 
itself, winch will, when finished, be perhaps %con- 
teHiely the most matchless production of the kmd 9 
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Europe.* Apart from his genius* as an artist, Talco- 
tiette is a man x*f uncommon talents, erudition, and 
expansion .of sentiment : he is a citizen of the world, 
and totally unfettered by the little mean distinction* 
of cliinate or of country, which diminish the' benevo- 
lence of the heart, and set bounds to philanthropy; 
He it, however, said to possess in a high degree, that 
•orene$s, as Pope expressed it, that impatience of rot 
merited censure and little peevishness, which men of 
fine parts often discover, on account of the erroneous 
judgment which the multitude form of their abilities 
and execution. He paid many fine encomiums to 
the merit of our present painters in England, pal*, 
ticularly to Sir Joshua Reynolds, wjth whom, he said, 
lie maintained a constant correspondence, and inter- 
change of their respective compositions. " Count 
Hogndlino in the dungeon," hung over his chimney*. 
piece, which he said the chevalier Reynolds had 
lately presented him, and the exquisite expression of 
' which, he could not behold without mingled terror 
and admiration. I received peculiar pleasure from 
the acquaintance of this gentleman, which he per- 
mitted me to cultivate during my stay here, and from 
-which I derived no less honour than instruction. As 
he has passed the middle stage of Hie, and has been a 
resident in St. Petersburgh near eight years, I could 
- not help asking him, at one of our interviews, whe- 
ther he had not any design to return to France, his 
native country, particularly .when a young prince* 
who seemed to open his reign, with great applause; 
might employ htm in some works ornamental to his 
Jcingdoro? "Alas! Sir," said he, " I have lived 
long enough to know, that every monarch, mot* 
especially a youthful one, begins his. career with 
honour and approbation, though time usually crops 

. * Mr.WraxalTs original ideas of this statue have been fatty 
answered; it is worthy of the artist ; of the hero for whom 
it was designed ; and the munificence of die empress, wbQ 
caused it to be erected. 



tit *r*4S4w's WW TM#»H 

these /eafjy ted immature trophies.* For me, Ifeav* 
|U>tb'»og, when J revUit<roy native land* to ask from 
ft, besides a. few feet of earth to inter my reajtkas, 
ind that it cannot refuse me." 

I have often observed, that all men of superior 
talents hold the same language, and* when the tumul- 
tuous season of life is over, in which ambition or hope 
tnay have tendered them ideal blessings, aod deluded 
their sober judgments, they have not any other wish 
than humble sequestration. 

. Potersburgb is as yet only an immense outline, 
jphich will require future sovereigns, and almost future 
ages to complete. It stands at present on a prodigious 
extant of groundnut as the houses ro many nartaare 
not contiguous, and great spaces are left unbuilt, it is 
bard to ascertain its real size ind magnitude. Devo- 
tion has not been wanting to erect magnificent places 
*t worship in almost every part. Curiosity and novelty 
garried me to all of them. The external architecture 
differs very little in any ; the Greeks seem, as food ef 
domes to their churches, as the Mahometans. ale ef 
minarets to their mosques. They usually encircle one 
forge with four smaller cupolas, and cover them with 
copper gilt, which has a tine effect to the eye, when 
illuminated by the rays of the, sue. The ornaments 
twithin are costly and barbarous : a Mexican temple 
can hardly be more so. They surround a daubing of the 
Virgin ami Jesus, with gold or silver head dresses* and 
fpmetimes complete habits, and only leave exposed 
the fingers, which the multitude very deveutly kiss. 
Some of these strange compound figures df paint and 
metal are very laughable, and the poor Madonna 
etems like a prisoner in golden fetters. 

The papas* or priests, are dressed in vestments which 
very much resemble the, Romish, and are. generally 
composed of tissue and expensive silks. The manner 

* There uttnt lomething prophetic to this setUfltaftt, Si 
•ppiied to *h« amiable, but *fifeKuuat« Louis XVt; - ' 



in which' theyjer form the service rather reminds out 
of sin incantation, than of a prayer offered to the Deky ) 
and they repeat great part of it so intolerably fast, tha| 
one is tempted to suppose it impossible the auditory caA 
understand one word the pries* utters, let their at ten* 
tiou be ever so strong. St. Nicholas still holds his ranlt 
and veneration in rhe Russian calendar, aad has .almost 
as many altars as the Virgin herself. 

In the church of the citadel repose the body of Ffetet 
I. and the successive sovereign* since his death, whi 
are ranged in coffers side by side, but have not any of 
them marble monuments erected to their memories* 
nor is there any other motive to induce a traveller te) 
enter this church, except the consciousness that b6 
beholds the wood which contains the a*h*s of Peter, 
and that mingled sentiment of reverence and pleasure 
which the mind may experience from such a con* 
temptation. Only one monarch is excluded, as if un* 
worthy to be entombed with his progenitors and pre* 
decessors on the throne of Russia. This \% the iat* 
unhappy Peter III. who, after hit death, was exposed 
during some days in the monastery of St. Alexander 
Newfskoi/ a few miles out of town, to convince tha 
people that he had not suffered any violence, but 
ended hi* life naturally: he was aftei wards privately 
interred there.* 

As I have mentioned his name, I am led to make 
a few remarks on his life and character. Though un* 
def the present rergo, it may be imagined, that few, ' 
persona either dare or choose to speak their senfimeafe 
freely In this respect, yet I am Induced to balievd, 
from universal testimony, that he was very unworthy 
and unfit to mign, and that whatever private condem- 
nation the etnpiess, as hk wife, may undergo, it wsfa, 
a most salutary and requisite policy for Rust ia to dt-» 

• Thje feimfas have lately been gatfcere* to tfostof {fit 
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Me' htm. He brought to St Pettfrsburgh all d 
liberal and pernicious prejudices vf a German j h 
jiyowed.hts open contempt for their religion, ilv 
manners, their laws* he had personalty ill treated an ", 
^nj ured qis w i fe, a oil alien ated by hb xm p r ucferi < 
Jfblly a.gre$L majority of his subject* and courtiers 
fx .The vjgour and celebrity with which rite ernVresi 
acted in effecting the revolution, could bttfyBe ^ 
ceeded by the pusillanimity and meanness whli 'which 
^Peter resigned the crown. * He was hirn^tfyoiTtht 
,cUy which preceded this event,"at the palace off Oran- 
lenboam, and totally unprepared fer such a* tfcange 
of which he entertained no suspicion. 1 She departed 
jrom Peter hoff, where she then was, by a postern 
icloor in the garden, very early in ttie morrifrig, nnder 
"the conduct of prince Orion?, and reached Petersbttrgh 
Jbefore her absence was, known. She instantly took 
.possession of the palace without difficulty or opposi- 
tion,, and putting herself id an uniform at the head of 
{the guards, marched towards PetefhorT. • , 

\' t A.8 soon as tfte emperor received ffiis intelligeneej he 
embarked immediately from Oranienbaum, irf one of 
the imperial yachts, in hopes to reach Cronstatk, which 
*is nearly opposite, and in the fortress t>f wnich~fce 
would nay e been secure. Here, however, he was 
disappointed, as the empress had already anticipated 
his intention, and dispatched two admirals, who se- 
cured it. When he carhe near the fortress ; they or- 
dered him to keep off, or they would sink him, and 
^at the same time pointed the guns for that purpose, 
iboogh it afterwards appeared they were not loaded. 
Resides his mistress, the Countess of Voronioff, he 
".had a number of wooien and attendants In the vessel 
*< w}tb him. Terrified with the appearance of oppotitien, 
*, they knelt around him, and rent the air with their 
'I irieso to induce him to 'relinquish his purpose.' <YieW- 
jkjtp his own fears, and their iniportunities, he had not 
ttie conrageta attempt to lahd; But returnai u telckHo 
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Oraafehbarfm. tlieoki Felt-Marescha) Count Munich, 
Who had been newly recalled from his long exile ill 
Siberia, was with him at this critical emergency, and 
gave tim the only advice which could possibly have 
*av.ed him. H!e implored htm to go boldly and medt 
thq. empress, to charge the guards on their allegiance 
to obey hjs orders as their sovereign, and offered to 
lose his *>wn life in his defence, Peter either had not 
sufficient magnanimity and greatness of mind to per- 
ceive the absolute necessity of this conduct, or to em- 
brace it i&stantlx* On the'contrary, giving way to hts 
terror^ he threvtf himself on the ground before the em- 
press, in tbfc gardens of jOranienbaum, and cotf erinj 
his face : with both his hands, burst into all the impo- 
tence of t$ars, and only implored, in terras of the morft 
abject sul^mission, that his life might be spared, and 
feis paternal dominions of Holstein assigned him. 

She commanded him to rise, and conducted him to 
the palace of Peterhbff, where he signed a paper, by 
Which he abdicated his power, and coriferred it on bef # 
Meanwhile covered waggons were provided, which 
took, different roads, that it might not be known in. 
which was the deposed prince j and this mighty revo- 
lution, which transferred the greatest empire on earth* 
was effected in a few hours, almost without atiy can- 
fusion or uproar. The people, -accustomed to des- 
.potism, and almost indifferent who was the tfiler, re» 
maiaed silent and qniet spectators of it ; the guards 
heiog the only actors, and the whole a repetition of 
die princess Elizabeth's conduct some years before^ 
when young Ivan was deposed, and she seized thfc 
throne. 

Over the rest of this rriourrifal story charity must 
draw a veil. Such a prisoner it is natural to suppose 
could not long remain in that condition. On the ninth 
day. subsequent to his seizure, it was reported he hod 
a disorder in his bowels, and soon after his death wis 
announced. \Ve know no moftt. Hbtory, ta fQp# 

roL,xviit. *9 
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future period/ may jtawj?)y. ftacidate fta S&cpair 
itances of his end* Thai it w#vjjagic^,cai^t ! l?e 
doubted.* . ( .,'-,.•...: !..>{« ft -4 ..mO V 

The public buildipgs or different kinds jp^.jw W>* 
cH&iously numerous in thb city, jjiajj arr^ii^ijned to 
believe they constitute a jifth,Qr sjxth p^rt of the wno^ 
.capital. Some of them are of stone,, but the l^rgur 
part are only brick, or wood plaisterea. TJ^jp. winter- 
palace is composed of the former in^teriaLj^ ^mSwas 
erected by the late empress Elizabeth ; it i& ver^/arg^ 
and heavy in the style of its architecture. _ jfhe situa- 
jtion is very lovely, on the banks' of the i\eva,ai}$ ui 
the centre of the town. Contiguous .tp.it, is ? £.$njall 
palace, built by the present . empress* /and called, 
though not very appropriately, The Hermitage, It no 
more resembles our idea of a hermitage than it. does j 
temple 5 but when her majesty resides, in this jjart.o? 
,the building she is in retreat, and there is no ^r^wing- 
joom or court. I was admitted to see these apartments, 
"which are very elegant, and furnished'with' great £aMe- 
^There are two galleries of paintings, which nave. be<iu 
lately purchased at an immense, expencje in Italy » ( Tlie 
crown, which I saw in the palace itself, is pef haga the 
richest in Europe. It is shaped like a bona^and 
^totally covered with diamonds. In the sceptre, is the 
celebrated, one, purchased s by Prince OrJloif for five 
hundred thousand rubles, f and presented try ftira to 
,his sovereign mistress only a few months ago^/^Yar 
exceeds Pitt's 'diamond in size, and b reckoned n#t, in- 
ferior m water. Lapidaries declare it the juost; Ipe^uti- 
jful and rare jewel ever brought from GotcoiKja, 

There ore Iwo acadeniie* herel one of art* |tpf[ tb» 
other of sciences*, both of which I repeatedly visited. 
The present empress has founded the fjrstj wjiich »ill 
fee, when finished, a superb ^ edifice^ .ftji ;. furnished 

• • The late king of Sweden* in no imbigUott* tena^ ha* re- 
corded the death of Peter, JU*~ ; . ..-*•. r •- 
\ J . A coip value about fouc «hiiUqga ai$ uz$ey& F"flflMh. ; 
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^fth v ftlAsftH id the ffin^emkfyncneV of polite letter.*; 
aWifflfeft'itffn (bstsftfom the most'celebratc^ models* 
of Greek and Roman sculpture. I do not, however/ 
frrifl YfiaTAs^eHdy dmitlemr geriiuses have appeared, 
ftidolh 1 they "hive not' beeri quite destitute or artists. 



Wanire-^Jhtfeeirsfeefn^ 'to "have confined perfection in 
th^^elfegadit'Bnd exquisite productions' to certain clw 
ftadte^arra^people, among whom they have sprung 1 
sfwntarieotts for centuries ; arid which are only imper- 
fectly copied where the seeds of taste are not so hap- 
pily 'Scattered, or the organs so justly adapted to re-» 
ceive*thera: _ % "* 

: I ^dts'-rnore charmed with the river Neva itself, than 
Vtrrth any other object heTe. The Thames is not com* 
parable t& it iii beauty ; and as the stream sets con- 
stant rjrout Of the Lake Ladoga into the Gulph of Fin- 
land, ft is alwaysfulljclear^and perfectly clean. Along 
Us 'banks is unquestionably the finest walk in the world, 
it 'is not a* quay, as vessels never ascend to this part; 
But a parade, running to a vast length ; the buildings on 
'which are hafdlyto be exceeded in elegance. Ovetf 
ihe river, in the narrowest part, is a bridge on pon«* 
toons?. From this noble riveo canals are cut to all 
parts 1 of the city 5 nor could any situation be more 
lfetdurable to the genius of commerce, if the incle- 
mency of the climate did not keep jt frozen up at least 
five months annually. > 

u As this place is the formation of late years, it is laid 
out with great regularity : there is not any thing whicli 
looks old, thoiigh much is still imperfect and unfiniblV- 
ed. . The buildings have throughout a very handsome 
appearance, And a re, Jike everything else, on a colos^ 
*al scale. The streets are mostly paved j but in so*- 
^veral places this is done with Umber 4 : a practice still. 
irfiote prevalent fu Moscow, "where, in the frequent 
4?4%<itfe*P * uaftdf to have/:' tie street itself caught thfe 
flames, and the conflagration %^ame terrible*, asthfc 

faifcfeJitariiH^'i^^ • * 
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Thence of Petersburg!* i* vfcry gto&J *&A&m*f 
<walk with great aafely at *nFhomv-Now***f$ tbtfta 
gmrder happens ; fcut t&a is by no weend (frequent 

It) the summer season, whew tie-ebbr* toe^&itucrf 
town, there are scarcely am> public spectael£a,-eibept 
ft the imperii] palace,' wfrem a ftasfetefr a*** Ffee©ch 
comedy are performed generally ondfe ar wee%f. 'The 
■eats are adjusted by rank, and ncrjftoney ft ^ati for 
entrance, as it is the empressVowti'&nftiset&fem; and 
limited to people of condition. For my own part, I 
found a much superior entertainment. ip talking every 
evening, till eleven, or midnight, on the banks-ef'lhft 
yfeva, or in the Summer Gardens, whioh4ikew4ae be- 
long to the crown, and are always opes to ttoepeopte. 
They are situated at one end of the waHc I n&ntiened, 
and are full of statues, jet d'eaux, and fountain* ele% 
gantly disposed. 

The aboriginal Russians, whose habits have m&beea 
Refined by a commerce with other^toatfoas, evidently 
partake much more of Asiatic than of European maa* 
vers : the men among the lower classimiversally wear 
the beard, in defiance of all the rigorous edicts issued 
by Peter I. to abolish this barbarous- qustocn. . The 
women in general ouly bind their heads with pieces of 
atlk or linen, very nearly resembling in appearance 
(he eastern turban, but^ accommodate the other parts 
of their dress pretty nearly to otjfs. Many of them, 
fcowever, are to be seen in the^d Muscovite habits of 
the different provinces, which are curios and grotesque 
in the highest degree. In some tbehead-^re^projecta 
*« or eight inches from the forehead, and is enriched 
with pearls ; in others it is a sort of borow loced, ana* 
•jttiug elose round the bead) sorts the Test* of theii 
«ttire less singular. < 

One of their customs, at which I was. a spectator, 
not a liule surprised me. It was a promiscuous bath* 
•ing <?/nQt less than two hundred persons of 'both s**e* 
There are several-of these public bagnios in Fetm- 
burgh, and every one pays a few copiqaes (value a4rtl& - 



a*>bftjfc**| a state^tfaJ^ute nudijy ajpon£^a<&ptfrei*. 
^Wtf4s€fp^y^tF^4*p«Hy, Ae^tgQ first into* ro/W 
rtea**htof*fr ia*ea*etfi (degi^e, tlpfc'it. is scarcely, pot^r 
sifettf to tp$uhe in tij ^^4 after Wing remained them 
fciJJt tfc£V iajies ,arer> inh&e most violent perspiratiany* 
tb^jg ipftenrty- eHfeer .plunge, into the cold water of the [ 
lgeyft fA pr\>#\se, \\irow.a quantity^fHt over them from* 
Itft^u^fcefs^wtih, wj&ich'tbey are all provided for that/ 
ppjp<»^v:T)uVmay only harden a Russian constitu-T 
Uea,^*** J MieVfc> would* he- found aften &tal : to. $k; 
Eagjtsb one., The.gr$a#>r |>art of the women weuei 
t}re>i»rot hideous figures Ieyer beheld, and reminded-' 
n*$«jqf Hate's -Cania'ia, for whom they were. very-' 
proper companions. I counted half a. dozen young * 
g¥4*swh0 appeared tolerably pretty, .and they ne^er*. 
cppld have been viewed t# more advantage than near; 
SDcbtfotk* As.a f studier of nature, I confess this is as * 
pgonjpr & school- as t qaa be imagined, since,, fancy can - 
h#*dly %»re.an attitude which, may not be found here j • 
boti as a^oiuptuary, .a-singto visit is more than sufiL*. 
cient.- . , ..> 

* £,ean«ot say much in. praise of the^barms which thei 
ladies discover j indeed, I am told, the style n£ lovehV.- 
nessiiere is not a little different from ours, and that, ta » . 
possess any pre-eminent degree of it, a woman must i 
w^eigh, at least two hundred weight Prior's criterion^ 
xvj^fnot jdn4we, *°4 tne )' would laugh at his ".Fine '. 
by gdegre^a*^ beawti&Uy less,," asa fabe and vitiated > 
tas$e.. r/4^e,4a^^eippres8 Elisabeth was one of -these ( 
pon^er^aodjiiassyi, beauties; t and such &b&ap()eaf&u 
in the portraits I have seen of her. . 

-Tfea .ti^fctfrpfawply, alwed withy* the w«*k 
foUow?og d^n»j4d} e . 4JWF- AU the violence of the 
t)Q^^^,aast f> an4.e»pet^ed to return no rnpre for the . 
seasons JThey .have no fruits h<*re, except sirawber- 
T'\&a&4 &*¥*&& my wajjrfr qit is almost unknown, and. 
1 1*3- ■ * 



Jtbweyer, at 1 am assured, excellent maloiw,»|MNto*- 
i»tto*SPd|MPev bought to faterahiggbfriimaagpsi 
jn.twanjjflreaadsji** wfckh uaotakn di*ta»e*tfcjm 
fitaea tandirtwta» across all Mwovjujt - Jwfeed, 
vfcep one retort* oa th* imn^ae a»4g»itude :qf this 
empw, OQO/ift Wat m the idea. Ttey taunt fae 
thousand aiiles froeaJipaaftoltantadMtba, Ahoaastera 
Imt tincertaintenntnatiooiaf ihefcdc4pinion,; aad worth, 
it runs " ip Greenland, Zambia*, tor tbe<JL«>at knevs 
where/* In this s*e reckoned, I thiafej*i*aKgaiate 
kingdoms, the distinct cipwm of which .ate oMt&ht 
Men at Moscow. The soil, cbniato, .mask faioduoe, 
most be infinitely dUfeoat in sn«xteQsiv^li domain. 
The Ukraine is represented lobe one of the moat fer- 
tUe:and delicious province* of. tkeLcajtk,*pd the most 
desirable of any. in the Busstan empire. .Tbaoooatrj 
round this capital is a morass overgrown witfe 'birch 
asd fir, nor is there a hill within sevens miles*. Tbe 
houses of Peteraburghare*!!. built on,piks # nq tfrmni rf 
.Amsterdam, whiqh often strikingly ^ remind ope of 
Holland. t 

Aaueg the public instefeotaona, 1 wa& carried, taese 
one, which can hardly be exceeded in utility by any in 
Europe, and is worthy of the present* empress; who 
noay be deemed its foundress. Elisabeth; her prede- 
cessor, erected it, and designed is tor a nunnery. It 
•tands just out of town, and ia a oust princely end 
magnificent building, though, lifee <e«ery thing* else, 
net yet completed.. Her. present map sty, who hai 
preferred wisdom to superstition,, converted iv into a 
publicpplace of education, where yooup women of all 
conditions are completely inatrocted*iB cverwdNgmsary 
and elegant mcomplishuient* at the sole expenceof ths 
crown. Those or noble isfuilies ace fcapt'tqaitBadis- 
tiact from She interior children. Upwacds of two 
bundled and thirty jo£ .to* former* and -doubt* • that 

• Se«Haam9'*%w*l?thi^^ 
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,***rt*nff the )«uery are ptoikied for in tMr^lfcJrtbk. 
ae&iuiajv. "*iv* >i. ■ • * > ■■ *'•**■ »■• • -*> i'v/j^i.* 
l £m* 4*attiabe*<df the policiUppaaied tq m* stag** 
kiw tfaiwufc;! «vust allow t^^« ^f^doi&trv^^^O^ 
tsjy wtase^upam; ^Vwai* l&tle iwUfepdsW' sobft aft& 

msiria>*h<^*U>ps, He to>«g^j»^i«N»d.th^ ** 
apatbecnty. tHfsduUHe^.kUfl awy 5 agad d*rf three or fotuc 
Oft . ttafeat&ad abused ban they dared' not pit witki 
<fcat»» tf *fcuatfied4ueai^w*Jse offered for it, mates** 
a* r«gi*iar pios«if>tioti v«» bttwgkt- theaa, signed by 
^.j*y^w, a« the, psinLsheaeot is very severe fob 
their violating tfei* regulation* Esoulapiu* could a* 
havfttaad^a hw more beneficial to the faculty 5 but . 
it prevents empirics from destroying numbers* at they 
do with impunity among ua, and renders- itdresy etef 
to discover poisons* by tracing to its source the venter 
o^thefla. 

.Another regulation here,. though not without itaafc 
vantages likewise, is very troublesome* Na strange* 
can.qoiUbeicapitalj to pass the- frontiers, without- basv' 
ing been iirst advertised in all the public papers forte* 
days preo«iip« his departure, though his business, or 
afiaiiit should 'bo ever so urges*. But as Petersburg!* 
is, no^a thoroughfare, this* raaJraiot iatesafeftthaa 
otherwweitvvouid.be. -' 

I made ona os two eacucsienft lata the country* 
particularly to. G*iob*a* a, patera of <pmc«.Qrio£'s» 
afeoutlorty mites oft it is situated ux the* most eligk 
hie spot w,uhiniaigffeatidtstaQci of tbe.«ietsopolis, aad 
will*! when, daniafaed, ibe a aspesb seafc The garden* ? 
aie laid>, out in the English* taste, by ama»of grea* 
nvetnl* who. was s*mt foftby the prince for that purpose* 
Tjhetujatuttiof thogmoBcU and a fine piece of water 
Beat thedaouset gave* lnm.scppe.for.hia genius. On. rajs • 
return from hence 1 saw the royal palace 06 Zarsco* 
Zejo : this, wa* hnilt by Elisabeth, and is the com- 
ptetest triumph of a barbarous, taste 1 have seen in 
thqae: aofflhiyn Jwagrtonait. Xhe «t oatioa ia k) w, and*. 
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cotmrifrnds *hai dly rrtnjr'pmpecty .nor ta*'40p<hatutai 
advances 10 ciaim such ft preference. ;Jk iavery<l4rge, 
ami < be! font eKi€nds<ta a (great 'length, aa there iaoniy 
<y*?> M<)rV'VHrtitk>iJitl^grc«Utfitioofi... Ail • the* capital* 
Of .tha-niliarMh* sUtBea^arid*taanjr atber partttof the. 
exiern<^ hiruvture <are- gikj'inor^ does *he eyeaneet 
scarce, m\y sbing el* in t<be ^partmeotfr within. Qoti 
room if in a vary peculiar and tABcominon styfeof inag- 
niheeut* j > the • tides of it/ Mug entirely oom posed of 
amber, on which are-dtapostd festoons and other onia- 
me. Us of the- same material, itft transparency^ and 
the consciousness of its^ rarity, have a line effect This 
was a present from the reigning king of PnfMta to the * 
late empress. Her present majesty prefers- this- palace < 
to any of the others > and when there she is in. retreat, 
as she is in town at the Hermitage. . < ■ 

The grand duke of Russia, and heir apparent to the - 
crow n , i s j nst t wen ty. years of age. 1 1 is very hard to ■ 
know what qualities or talents he really possessesy since 
under this despotic- and jealous government, there is 
scarcely any material power vested in the second, wore 
than the hundredth person in the empire. He baa not 
hitherto exhibited any shining parts, *or peculiar trait*- 
of character. Those who know him, say,, he is amia~ • 
ble* affable, and well disposed r*-*-but bow general and 
uncertain are these strokes ; and how little amy we, • 
perhaps, recognise them in thefutufeemperer, BmiI U 
He has-been married about eleven months; Thegrpod 
duchess,, who as a German princess, of tbeohousepf • 
Hgs&e-Darmstadtr ia plain. in her -parson.; bitf yet k» - 
a somewhat about the lineaments of her cowttnawo* • 
and whole demea&or* which, if I were inclined {q judge * 
fraoi physiognomy; wouW ^ve me a very, favourable 
impression of her heart and disposition. <Thia* lara 
assured, she well mem*, and that tb* date4«rexjfram*Jy - 
attached toiler,, *. ■• •• ■* u-» • . .. , » 

The celebrated globe of Tycbo Brahev whichr Peter • 
I- procured from Frederic IV. in^enaiark, exists no , 
jnore ; it was consulted by an accidental nre in 1 j 1?, 



ls9&famwo\mteifiAy*Q$tt\wed oa the seme mo« 
de^^biifT«omfewh»t.fiilcTior i» size. tThe»e*act dimen* 
aigta* of tfce^&f »t I am unaoqeainiad with* The pre- 
sets* -gtobpikr eleven feet m diameter, from poJe t a pole* 
and iti the inside is a table, with«di4t round it, capable 
of Emitting twelve persons . On the internal ooncavQ 
glob*, are all the celestial sig»6 and coDstelJatioQs 3 the; 
atans feeing fftaitecd,acc<wdi^ to, their different magni* 
tude^-by stiver studs radiated. The exter oal globe ia 
printed wkhUlte various cetmtrie* of the earth: but, 
this part is riot yet completed. A pircalat building baa 
feeeo ereeteuV in the midst of an openspoc, and detach- 
edrrom at*y other house* for ftie reception and p**t 
servation of this noble astronomical rnacpme, which js* 
J app«eheud> the largest of its kind in Europe* 

Of the genius, manners, and real character of th# 
Muscovites, 1 neither pretend, nor can possibly know, 
Utudh from the short stay I made here. J only saw 
tee re*4denee -of the court, not the ancient capital of the 
empire. < Had I obeyed the impulse of my own iaclw 
nations, } should not have contented myself with this; ' 
partial and imperfect view 1 on the contrary* my wishes 
-would not even nave been gratified by a sight of Me&~ », 
cow itS4?if j I should have continued my route fronj 
thence to Casanand Astracanj nor stopped even there, 
pnkms crrotu an incapacity of passing by the Caspian 
sea> end-intermediate provinces; of the Ottoman domi- 
nkw, 1o CenstantjiMpte, ^ hey smiled and gave me 9 
loo^ of incredutity- mingled with surprise, when I a** 
suved them, it iamy intention, if unsurmouutable eh* 
ataoieaf do/B^c-preveni me, to *et»ro be*e and ajttmpt 
thif twpj Ui«1e knowing that danger- and fatigue hava 
no* (terrors* for me, when knowledge ;ia>th£ reward of 
my endeavours. I am conscious, this* sentiment is net 
toj*f*taattto*e4t^ 

passionate enthusiasm, that insatiable avidity, that di* 
vii&atfduttdeficntuhle delight tthtokteftperieace wbU* 
•tfjagfcd in ti ug 4 w u patio u» 1 attempt k*wa^by lai^ 
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&*&W&*&*!ifytih\h to kindle in other bo^orm, 
where fta^ttr^hai tidt gH'en a simTtarrf^of feeting' 
* Trta* ebrtf&s^at 1 found much entertain n 
■iittgle^WiWrif^'raiprovfr ment whkh opens and 
prodSf&e' ritikQi'itft ^bt^ short residence here ; neither 
Gopealitogeri ttoVSWckhcrfin contain so much to attra 
tbe notice of a traveller^ particularly when it 
Jliettibered thati ffl oVc cities have probably i\ 
their meridian/anc! ttat every month adds to the beauty 
tfftd magnificence of this new- born metroftolis, winch 
wiH belong before it reaches its acme. L 

- Intending ^travel ft^hl^S&^^&Hp* 
ftem Sweden, about fix tf d** oti, L flttf ftmhig #roe. 
18th of Jttly I <ftittH;&?ttrirft^ 
little acefdent* had t&ncnrrekr td Math im &ffi&Wff' 
longer' thaft I mteffded: The whole; %t4ti&c 
coontr? from thence to the gates of Wahraf£8 
plain, level, opfch, and coveredin mafty jto^^fatr 
staffs, which the peasants are already ra^ng.Jf 
tetition was only to have staid : inNWo'wi 
bat &e pressing instances 6f two of ltl!rtfee ? ire"' 
pttftble gehtlemex*, whom! met :#itfi' t 'there , :*1 
me to prolong it. After dinner, on the 2ti&^*t| 
ried me out of town, ^to shew me the fcelefiffafl u ^ 
6ft which Charles XII. rooted oh 5 hundred* rtTotra 
Muscovites, with his little Swedish troop rather t\rv.\ 
army , about seventy years rigb. The intrenchment*! 
c*fthe~Russian camp 'are 1 still distinctly visible, and ex- 
tend near eighteen English miles along the ihore of. 
tfce Gulph of Fmlatid. Their head-quarters were e^' 
tabtfched 4n a -Artie island situated at the narrowest 
of 4be river, where was a bridge, which, sinking tinder^ 

tfte crowd -of flyirig Muscovites, destroyed as mafry as 
tfeeir enemies had done*. -.._-. 

Peter most Severely revenged the dtsi 
attns on that Unfortunate day; whetl ' 
took .Narva, and transported the 1 wt#<&<£ 

hlto the most remote part* of' fiis*o^rtlitilci 
yet*hew*tke%a*tkm where be v Jav* : dfo' *" 




tiiii 

WRffi, 



.^ft*!? tfrf?*m rm*B^^ A»Bt 

equajyr a ipao^ojppt(raiQ9d ipii|^i^ J ;iPc4^0d-l9.iiip>«ae 

anecdote respeegqg Jbiis #w$^4?raily^w£ich is both > 
BimjpdiX mi interesting. ^ I giw i$. neady in bis o^a 
wpf<^ . v ,Bjty aiotbeiy «4|d.be^aDd her elder sister* 
became; captives to the czat, when, this city was taken* 
The^.were sold 59 such to t^e RusMa^^ and cwried by 
t&yni jpto the interior,, parts of tj^e empire, south of 
Moscow^. Fortune, had not eyco^jed then in thi» 
state, of "exile $.. nor did the one^know to what master 
the ot^r belonged. . t\\ this situation, as 9 slave, n?y 
mqtjiejr remained two yeais* at the end of wbJcJvtim^ 
t h$ f 'djscoyered ner elder.sjster, whose fate had fceen, 
xp^c^"pbrepxgpiiio r \is : a. buy^rd, pr noble, captivate4 K 
with Jier .person, ^ia/ried her, and had raised Jier t# 
a^tate of airtuerice and power* . This she immediately 
einployei} tp rescue her sister, arid under her protection 
rn^ f /m.ot^er remained* .fill, the jijate^ces&iap of the Qtnr 
press j^atberine^ who was orlgiriaUy a.Livouian, viU 
lager, pj-oci^red permission to. all the banished natives, 
tp rejiurjJL and even tb$ restitution pf ttjeir bouses, ef> 
£c|^in<| fortunes. This edict induced my. mother t* 
o^urt .(h^jas^'lum she had fouijd. ,in fiuwa^.and sb& xe<i 
txpffiaqpip to Narva. .;X^ep&$ty xsvyfad yoUf, that 
the.^e^t DrinQe>Iejnzikoff ? w^hpaegepivw and merit 
rliseq rjimlrom the station of a pastry-cope's boy, tq 
^I^ik^Fi^^W^^^ Pejerl,. was afterwards 
bi^is^^jb $iher^4ndall his f states iConf^Wsd- Thd 
bp^d^wJjp ^4,m^ii^d.ray.aunt t was one .ofhisjrn- 
niedhjte depej^dants^ and had the .suparijtfendance of 
hjs fands,,^ ^v\^Jnvjgdved ip the ruiu t of the prince. 
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antf'H6AtroM*to 8 state of pov<erfy add dMfcWfcxfelfii 
Wife'fled Irathedfately to fa^r yoougesr £Miifttfnsn&. 
#bc had now in opportunity wtethnrtife te fjUtolk 
BAln'raftileny' itscelved, and *tb &tteild . dut '|MSfrtttCifl9 
sfaf oftbe bad waited. My *uttt is dedft; -feBtW' 
diolhtfr fsTdive at thfe present time, from^rffeotse Mttth 
1 have i thousand times beard the fttory ofdifcr Jb#aBo& 

^There arejf, contfntted he, ««tnaiiy *>hTpdntiis 
f& dtve) whtf ranember the battle of 'Ndrar^and 
itaoof others it a man, whose life wa&ffresefr^&tty a 
most uncommon circumstance. He" was an infant at 
the breast, and only about a tw&vefaomh old. 'Some 
Muscovite soldiers, with a merciless barbarity^ toehtm 
from the nurses arms, and dashing him again*** wail 
teft him bleeding, and, as they apprehended, deafe the 
Woman, however, attached to the child; returned^and 
By her care ifecovefed him ; and be too is atiH aloft* 

I spent the greater part' of ttie 30th at theiuatifk of 
the river, which is about eight miles from N«mt- it 
Wa* beautiful weather, and tempted us to sail one upon 
the Gniph of Finland.' Ships of considerable btiffcs 
Be In the road, there being very little water on thenar, 
though the river itself is deep quite np to the^own. 
It empties itself into the great Perpus Lake, abOut4bH* 
fatties south of Narva. On the other side of this 4afca 
is situate die city of Pleskow in Muscovy. Opposite 
die town, is* a large -suburb, With an^scieutsWwst 
Called Ivanogorod, built bjr the czar, John Basilfwka, 
Who was a contemporary of Our Elizabeth, and made 
ft treaty of commerce with the English, under her 
tfelgn. These wete the frontier towns of the Swedish 
stod Russian territory for a long series of yeara, the, 
river forming the boundary, til) the enterprising fiate? 
Enlarged the* ancient limits of his dominions. ~ • 
■' I had the pleasure to dine in company wfthAor 
ladies at this place, who were habited in the LivoniaA 
fcress. Ndthihg could' more aptly realizethat barbarous 
tfpleridor which has been so frequently depictured, bat 
M tt&w. so lately to to seen in aj^ pajtaitf Europe, ft 



«M€xptwl^ asd vfi&tbm h&fi *<mty ]|feti>6#i 
oS^db-rMtt^niHeAce, witboitf ^egradatjpn, ^fnftne^ 
n^trtaSfcfcitrf head*-wwtr cwa^. with,* coo^pJetflp 
to»ti fl fc «ft pegifc;mhteh weiwiol W*b les* t{iaAtjj$s 
tb^amtf j«bto j and «roood thetf neeks? were^vecg 
stttftga «f>4he*m*e. -nA part*f their nocks w?t;lfift 
MpmAr bttf'tbe towtr part was ceiMeakd bj *.?$! 
•frre&qHky wfeidraflft ctoef to tike. breast, and WfBr bor- 
dered witBi«rgoldlato^ descended 
tottidiHeet. Thei*«rm*-bad no, other covering .{ban 
ftfce* skteve*of ^thetyt4^ift» * and* when, they walked out, 
thepfthrtotr over thehvkeap*s arid shouMers a piece, of 
mlk.metnfolingarHigblaiB^^laid^ and which ^wa* a sort 
of sabstitute-for "Oat capuchin. 1 ought .to mention 
Cfaat.oiie of these fou* ladies had been married six; 
months, though ste was. then only twelve year* and -ft 
balf 0K5 nor *w -this an uncommon or unprecedented 
tbirigr: 3 proof of the early maturity to which women 
ainv&m norf h*f n climates; 

.". Near* day I went to dine at a gentleman's seat, 
about a- mile out of town,- close to the fq}l 00 tfad 
riwr. 

it 1s a beautiful walk, along the banks of the river 
abofe Narva, to the fatts. There are two, asmafl 
inland dividing the stream just at the place ; I only sa*f 
one«f. them; the ej* not. takmg*ra both at once* as oil 
the Dathi ht 6weden. If I had never seen these hasf- 
naraed cataracts, those of Narva would have pleased 
mm TOore, as they are in no respect to be placed' ip 
competition with them. The^ breadth is, indeed 
greater 3 but the fall is only eighteen or nineteen iea$» 
.Yet everrnere, the roar of the water, when quiteclose, 
She mist flying up over it, and the surrounding object^ 
which are very picturesque, affect the mind witbj# 
ipl&slng astonishment, aad detain the spectator in a 
'Voluntary bondage. ss * A 

It'Warfslxin the evening before r returned to ti$ 
tofcvn and pursued my -journey. The first stage lieji 
«iuii^ wihhepiouiaiwhichthfc ^UKwifte? occupied 
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fort/ and fifty ipifestp ttelpk whfPt&artjfittff* Hon* 
i&K to Iwafcfcst. .. 'tnis pj»*» w^risijaftf^liK^ 
straggling* .in-built y{l\^f^^Xowfi B yra^fyffCo^^ 
when Livonia belonged to Sweden, of considerable^- 
portage?, ha? ine been ibrtified, and a;fr)mjprgaffi*m 
on the side of Muscovy. * It is situated #><£&£ mfet 
fertile ajj4 beautiful part of ^ j>ro¥4Rce^ 4 «»aj^|!ftg 
fiver, whichcon^unicates wilntbe f jjpqgj flfeb^got 
surrounded with harvests* which at £hi» s«gfg» ^gtflfe • 
year were waving, in all the- .pride ot"pl«Btjfc rt ^tt< 
above the town,jon an eminence, from . wfrnqgfl ^tig* 
commands all this vale, stand the rningoi^afrflfefrffiof 
cathedral, which the llu>*iaij«ai^,euipj^y^ip^|i^ 
demolishing Its situation* which is v^fMgfrfep* 
military light, has induced them to cogufcit this tyjpge 
pn the venerable remains of piety m^magftigj&ott, 
which the. building exhibits., Posterity ■ wjiL nofltfr* 
flandard ware where the crucifix ha#^Qo4*feft4ifee 
matin bell will be succeeded by. the? tmfflp0|> v ifoyto 
/eyeres antiquity cannot but depioie^th^^aw^teaj^ 
regret the havoc which war, under e^eiy^an&jgjefBr 
.tiuuajly making on tJje productions pf ftefgnflftpfHt 

art* r-r .-v-t twy • 

I pursued my route, in theafteri>oQp, 4hfou^da«i 
of tbemqst fertile plains ;*fbich ca^jbftrgog^f^^ 
[beautiful vale terminated a^pot forty ml$ajftl£!idta|ife 
'As evening drew on, I entered a t&clww^pckpJ^HM 
lurch trees, where the sand was,aj^sfef)$<f$fi£ £jt}e- 
tree of JLhe.chaise $ ^e niRht^asext^o^^grfeind 
it rained. and blew Al veqr Earfk , , }t . was. w$ fe*#tek in 
the morning when I arrivedat the 4 ^&ht$W&^te$k 
is in th« midst of the wood, ;. and^i T WjSB dete^njaod 
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n rw&p mp x $drnx>f tkfcl lay down in my clothes; 
JBtf^^'Brt^to^firt^sfeep. ./- moil 

a»$*f«nlt! g-rtfves coMttued almost tee' wfcdh* enstfi 
«g»-Aj^ *iwm* Wetting 1 reached L Woffj^ a^i? 
fownMtifcldf war fta-fnefrly fortified, arid wh6re are'yer 
•to^^^ofli^e^tle constructed by tflelSx^edc^ jfto$ 
llwH^l^d ^ abotif Hghty rniles to the city of Eiga ; 
heft ft wta^foe morning of the* 5th when t got there/ 
atttffcrfrifriaJfed my journey across Livoma. Thedls- 
trnicef' fr6rar' Narva* exceeds three hundred Engtistf 
utiles. ' ** 

My stay in Riga was rather regulated by caprice, 
than Strictly proportioned to the number of objects i| 
presents, either to elegant amusement or instruction. 
It would be hard to have found a spot more destitute ' 
of any natural beauties or advantages to induce an ad- 
venturer to fix in, than is that where Riga stands. 
Deep, barren sands invest it round on every side, and 
a traveller who regulated his ideas of the province bf 
. that part of it he saw here, would accuse' Ihose author! 
ef gross imposition, who havecafled Livonia tne gra- 
nary* of the north. It was commerce which evidently 
gd*e4>irth to the place, and the genius of which stilt' 
protects and enriches it.' The Tirer Duna Is* an inex- ' t 
baustible source of plenty, and amply makes amendk 
l^r^eviry other deficiency. It runs a vast length into 
ttie interior parts bf Poland, and conveys down all the 
articles of trade exported from* hence. Timber is one • 
totfjffefe ehiefj and I was assured t that many of the 
largest trees did not arrive in Riga within two yearfr, 
being cut hear Bender on the Sanies of the Nereter, from' 
whence thejr are drawn over the snows in winter, to 
tteDbna, and brought down the ensuing season. In 
May and June the Pdles usually arrive, and return 
•gain %&fbre> the end of July. 
:-< The bridge offer the river, is one of the most singu- 
la** and surprising in Europe : it is nine hundred pace* 
long, and tar exceeds in length that at Rou?n, or any t 
#*ert*w* - 4tv consists of traverse* beanfs *of ^timber, 



j6iri*r*ff«ftet, And rise* de Afr l l U) p % , * # Wll% 
spring, a^soe* a* the DttUa uTtjWfi UlflilWsj ftfr ifcaj 
boiW'iV and it &iW*^^tbte 1 ^ff4XimF*> 
Which happens <x>ftin«*)y *ta lUft^btK^JMKlty 
about aide «r ttfn English rtfi tea MihMwMt^e 
river, where it empties* ituelf iaferthe J^tigyfcJBfreii 
the southern side, three miles belo* tf*<a*tft#fe4fae 

Elace where Charles XII. rooted the $ftj^^«4« 
ad first done the duuiftns before: Naifcai" A**ftpb 
bank of sand is now collected, and p oifl^ s »l il$Jfrs*^ 
where/ the action happened, under which- ara**tilp&t> 
queatly found tknlls and bumanTwoe*.*- * » n^ru. 
The ck/of Biga itself is a mo* dih< | yo4 i M»tb e| 
it is e*rremeiy crowded, and surrooadedrfcjr frlHWfti 
tJDns, which prevent a possibility^ its hekig alfttatar 
amended in this respect. The houses aae alt Mgh^sfld. 
the streets verry narrow, very ill-paved, ac*l vu i' j d fr ty. 
The suburbs areas large as the place ttsel& |*id*Fe 
chiefly possessed by liusaiatis, thernuraeipai privilege*. 
excluding them from' the capacity of aftenrtattogottj 
trade within its walls. There are about-eigtotlioaliaad 
inhabitants in the city, and as many n*wei*i*he>ffae*~ 
bourg*. The ctKTimerce must necessttrily^^r#ift^oos, 
as in the year 1772, no fewer than one rhrata&dtan4 
thirty vessels, from various .parts of Europe, entered 
the port. Its pretences to eotiqqily arcpre*y:fa%kx 
It is said, that when the Teutonic ^ghttjOtasssUha 
year 1300, came to conquer and tefornv th£ fbgw» in- 
habitants of the province, they found some rAttt&MI 
from Bremen, who had already settled** thtf^M^W&f 
the Duna, and erected Riga, induced by tb& ^M i mp i 
it offered to commerce. * L * ' ^b»t 

On the gith I proceeded to Mirtaw;, tba\ca|plMi*f 
Couriand. If is a very pleasant and agreeasiii Jftfeaof 
tow hours f>6m Riga to that glace* the dojwhrtajnMsT 
$u**a divided from those of Courlawi, ttwfctyifitthe 
ftficfctfsy. At the entrance of the tow*$» |» : liAt his 
feighness the duke, who was on horseback wftfc fcsraaH 
train, and had jost returned foii huniingt cfr 



HfepmsfV the- marshal of bis court, pg!S£gfa|diiB$ to 
nhinv tbe, following. <fy» He treated me. with great 
politeness, placed me »pn his leAbanjd atd'nnekfrtba 
^^duchess, Jus mother* sitting op hi& right, arid #d 
«ine l&tthoQWitto shewme ia pe^oq the^pa/traents.af 
the^ace, and severaj. curiosities he has collected, in- 
^he^ftemoon„ i Our discourse at table rap pn the, happy 
new, ju*t .received, of the peace concluded with, the 
Turks, all the articles of which he recounted to me, as 
lie-had jftst received a letter frpm his sister, the princes* 
of Ctourland, who is married, and resides at St. Peters* 
burgh, on that subject. 

* His highness expressed, many times, the high esteem 
fceentertavaed for the English nation j " and a* a proof /• 
paid he, " of the. ancient alliance between us, I hoy* 
jaow, among the archives of the dutcby, several treaties 
of friendship, not only from your kings, but .even from 
ihe .famous protector, Cromwell.' ' He was- personally 
acquainted with the late Lord Baltimore, who spefH 
some days at Mittaw, during bis. fathers reign; and 
assured me, that he bad often intended, and yet hoped, 
to visit England. He was good enough to invite me 
to. one of his country palaces at Ruhendahl^ about 
twenty miles from whence, and situated, as be said, 19 
a lovely part of Courland ; but as my time did not 
permit, I was obliged to decline this honour. 

Courland, as well as Livonia, anciently belonged to 
the ..Teutonic Knights 5 but in the year 1461, the grand 
master of that order became the first duke : he was a 
nobleman of the name of K.etler,and in his family it con* 
tinued till tbey became extinct in the person .of IferdiV 
nand. This was the same who fought so gallantly, 
agaipst Charles XII. at the battle .of the Duna : here- 
aided at Daotzic, in a kind of exile from, his country," 
and deprived of bis natural inheritance. His predeces* 
sot, £he young Duke Frederip, had been married *o 
Aunt*, daughjer of Jv.au, elder brother of l>et*r the 
Great, and which princess afterwards ascended the 
RussUo tiuoWt, ..tfe only Jiveis;* weeks after hi* 
e ©3 
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nuptials^ beiug carried off, in ftbg-Uw** Oftl ife by * 
Yiulent levee, . Bis .widow retaia*4 ^xw^ststoikoflitftt 
government* to the exclusion g£ Fcrdmaa&t tj&iifa© 
death of JPUex U.-,?ftheu she?wn*c*]le4i»-Abo emfjre 
by a faction. Though this event oW^ped becHqJbai» 
Mi'Uavr, and rttturu-to Petecsbargh,,yet ]*»pw«» &s» 
tloued? andean tit* death of the di^^tJbfHfcum?* 
she placed her favourite J8 iron in the dntehy, though 
Count Saxe had been previously elected by fcheaabilityC 
and endeavoured to make some resistance. ThisJiLBoa 
was, for many years* her minister, and possessed, te 
most unbounded ..power over bo^h is foist Eesaaiid'J« 
subjects. She lett bun- regent at her dead*, uodftctha 
hi hi ut emperor Ivan y an office which he ,heid 4 .oni£ 
fifteen, days, and from the possession ef which he; waa 
sent into banishment. There he remained uii theiatP 
OH) press Elizabeth's deatl^ when Pete* HI. oaoearor* 
recalled him, and reinstated him in his hau<w»flad! 
dominions., During his, disgrace, GoufiatuLvaaigo** 
verncd: for, several yjear* by the four great afiaoers ofi 
state, who preside over die ditferen* departments* tub 
Prince, Charles oi Saxony got footing in the dntchy, by; 
the influence of his lather the, king of Poland, andthekli 
it three yea re, uheu the* change* of the- sovereign i in 
Bus-si a, obliged hirg again, to evacuate it The- latei 
duke died.only^wo years ago, upwaods of eighty yearn 
of age, and transmitted the inheritance to his son the 
reigning prince. The duke is only the first nobleman; 
of state, his power not extending,, in* any *tagreej: over 
the other nobility: they pay him no taaea or duties of 
any kind,, and are absolute lords on their own estates,, 
having power of life and death oven their vassals. • 

' Courland is-a.fief of Poland, and as such bis present: 
highness did homage. in his father s name, and his own, i 
to*. Stanislaus,, the reigning king, on bis accession, at 
Warsaw. The dutchy is sixty • three German njiles inc 
lejagth^and, twenty-six in breadth ; it is exceedfrigly . 
fertile, particularly in grainy from the duties on which, 
^fymifr&Uimamk je*tet*6,;thc x*vcaue ebefy 
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»/' • Tfck sekion* fell* short ttf four htitiAtt$ thoti^ 
Mod' dolkrii* and amounts, sometime to atriibtt 
doable the sum, as the price of grain determine? ft' id 
a great measure, Tbeilake h^sive iVimdred gufirds, 
dtoefyibf <parade. He told me Art the ancient rN 
sid&UEfttf the dates* of Couf land wa* at Goldlngeni 
a>4ow«»ear Mtjr EngHsh miles frettrhenee, and Vpfiert 
are *fiH the rains of a palace which belonged to thetni 
tFhe pmom pa&ce at Mktaw iPat began by the kte 
«toke bffore his bani&liroeftf , and continued on* his re- 
turn* The plan is two magnificent and princely lor ft 
aovereiga witi* sutffanttted resources $ though, as he 
mmalum neither a miliary no* naval armaraeht, he is 
a rich n^in with debnoroy. Its situation is very agree* 
able, on a smalheH&tfiwfcee, just without the town, and 
washed by the rivet Ah, which is pretty broad, and 
winds most delightfully through the mtadows which 
ftVHXMd ift on all side* The country fe mostly flaf, 
£ogty wooded, and resemble* exceediflriy sortie par* 
or £agkbul.-^Tt» river k navigable to tiea fbt small 
boata^andas thefeis always a number of these vessels 
going .an^ retntniag, the view of th**£ *a9* apparently 
moving through the gelds, it charmingly picturesque* 
- The tofcrn of MiWaw is* not very ancient; a private 
gentleman of Cowfeetf founded it in the year 1426. 
It occupied at least as much ground as Kiga, bat as the 
street* srotnore spacious, and the buildings more scat- 
tered, it caftuot properly be regarded as equal hi size 1 ; 
.the inbafcttsfcts ate only between three and four thou- 
sand, Mpst of the houses are of wood, and very mean 
in their appearance. It is horridly paved, and which 
is still *mefe singular, the noblesse have opposed- and 
preveatadttfce duke's intention to repair this defect, 
from motto* of caftfice^nd obstinacy . He is obtigeti 
to summon- a d&et> composed entirely of tkeif body, 
once in^ two years, which enacts laws And redresses 
grievance ha presides over, but has little mfttten** 

*. A*oi*«al**4boi* Arts OOmfr aid *»$>*** E»gliAi 
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or autfcfrity in it., t .Tb» .dutcby, i$A*tdi'x* 
resemblance pf Pojaod, in jniniaAurc* ■ *M**%tte *obt* 
caLevilsex^st iu both. . , , A ., ? t v »••/ i 
J he auke U a lover ofletter*, and baa lately &nit<fef 
99 academy in Mil taw, for tMm*ttootkm^*be#onBt 
nobility and person* ofipD<litipa<uMhQ dutchy, atJrit 
pwn. expense. 'Thil i» a very .JUudflbte , folium* 
and does. jiiin g» eat honour. ., ^ # »« • 

I was 90 pleased with the. environs -of this/city* a* 
pell as witU my reception a^the ducal couj(t> &*\d 
wished,. bad tiiuq permitted, to baye prolonged <n# 
stay ; antf to ba ve. accompanied #e duke in 4pe olbi 
hunting expeditions, i# which exercise be i« voyjo* 
j>ert. •' v 4 u 

, However,, being limited by time* I left Mitjtew dr 
the 11th of August, about noon, and reached Fwwan* 
burg, a little village fifty railed distant, befqare m&» 
/light. Nothing could exceed the beamy <tf tk^&mm- 
,try through wi^ich 1 passed: wide extended .pJaua^ 
which a week qr two before had waved with corn, ani 
on which tbf sheaves were sUlisUndiflg, impressed the 
traveller with ideas of plenty and happiness, Nature 
t bas been uncommonly bounteous to Cburland, and 
'that epithet of the SicUy of tba,north, usually attribute 
ed to Livoiiia, belpngs with more justice to tins pro- 
vince i the products of which, b^ingancuWUly aii ex- 
ported froai Rjga,„gave l^irtU to the couhdoo jundfeaf 
expression! , , ..... 

I continued my journey very early in the morning, 
having taken some repps?* more from % desjaeof not 
losing any part of the prospects which presented ihen> 
selves, than, from fatigue or want oftijesjr. I w^s^amptr 
.repaid for this, little delay, by a gontjooatiofl *of tli 
.same elegant scenery. I passed tljroMgh several p lea- 
* sant woods, compose^ of oaks, qs.pgps, oaten, dbneb* 
and nut trees j and, under the shelter »f tbig y pikyued 
^hade, J dined on some cold provisions. X had brwght 
with me, while the servant procured me* a desert of 
lints trqpa the ^pu^hs over. ff^hgad,. wjiid*. wen 



4kMfs***tigfct, ^*W«fe^aJr^ where the pbfet* 
iioase wm utm&L Aft 1 appfowrjwd ttfr'bord^t, 

Stokisfrl realfc^fce^tftitfV* Jffetitttcbjpb Samrdsy 
«tb*ai*g\ and ^os^^^ir^^<^> %^>odrn bridge, 
*sttH^^J4*i^<*n sagte <tf #Afch cftrlcjcs frostm 
Iron Cotwla&d. I was.sti*p^ir¥okrigen, a tut* 
aa*a%ti**flitotai*tlHs pidvtttce» atldf hadthe honour to 
t*4*4rts*ri, at a kiiKi^f^^k^-bousfi, in the name <ff 
jLn^fitia&tais. The ffooetaseif stands at an facon* 
avtfttafeip distance fr$fe the shore of tiie Baltic, and ip 
ac«qririiMe>for the qoam&ies of aaibef co&eeted near 
it, which forms their only branch <d conmierce. 1* 
ito^ftefttoon I get to Memel, the first town in hit 
SbvhuW aaajesty's domhriens, where I was obtig*4 
4O0T Wttflfrto *nd«*go the ceremony of a search, which 
fWl*«^iJtt<^ with greater seventy than it had beeii 
jmEafrMi.moBt ytgoroa* penalties being attnefced to 
dfea,iMi*dn0neto ef any prohibited articles, however 
mku$ in quantity, -into ibe kingdom. As I intended 
4o jaaie a short stay hi Memel> f had provided myself 
aakh, letters to a principal comrnercisl house $ the hos* 
vitality. I ha4 found at Narva, tad the pdtitfeneas shew* 
•mm •* Riga, had prepossessed «ne witlr a favourable 
•idea oit#? reeeptida <m this place; ri&d 1 lost not a 
jnuMrte* on**? arrival* m preparing" myself to wait ok 
the parsons to whom my fecommendattoas were ac&- 
j&ta&e&a 4t^wasviieat<s^^l^'(£eevenbg, and had 
imBwety-ratny day* I took the opportunity of a short 
«aspeittiet>*f the* storms, and tripped riiriribiy along the 
letaeet^ preceded by a girl without shoes or stocking*; 
*whfrwas sent to shew me the way. When we earn* 
4o>U)eJ)0ttfie, my ragged conthictress opened the street 
4oof Jwiih<Hrt-.ce*efiK>ny, arid running op a pair of starfi, 
•biapa^ipeo-aiiather door tntoan apartment, where srSs 
fcgrjine, andMeUred^wkh «s touch precipitation as stf* 
fass b as tt eifeoV I *tefiped m. If the desk's and boot- 
ft, *feiafe*u^r*otted sear three sides of this rooo% 
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Ijad not £6claredifet«*lNi B;!Qtualifig»Mbse,4 
aja^t oartaiiily bayeroataketttriMisi 
xasemc^Stptece^ooji^taety eoreft^wtftasfcxtttadi 
filth, ,that,ne objects were- distinctly rinfate4taa*»gfc 
fbem atjmfiume of the day p4*f t more pimii ouMWyji 
at the Ww when I raadefny appearance.' * t fTw i hhfcrtff, 
ilj-looking tigureft started: Up at ibeaame aaorrKSsigtikft 
-a.ut.oroatoqs actuated. by springs* and seeme<fc4>y^tbdf 
regards, to demand the cause of so abropt aid entsfom 
{ must own, the manner of tof entrance Joto^tM 
strange apartment father disconcerted mes* takings 
however, my credentials out orff^ pocfeebi'pvAaoHtei 
them to him who stood next me, with aehoffcaddmal 
to explain .the canse of cay intanstoiu llrir ingkhioei 
a low bow from both, and while one peraefed'ftto tat- 
ters, the other desired me to be seated en*?tAoe)w 
which had once been covered with leathery btJttttnt 
•having eaten it all away, the horse- hair, wbidttonfr- 
posed the stuffing, supplied to place. I -oamp fe^ w rta 
the invitation, and amused <nyaelf by Jotokirisjtoond 
me, while the two brothers were engaged with the 
credentials, «« 1st die heer tin Kauffmann ?" said the 
second, stretching out his head with a look ef igno- 
rance and curiosity, " IcJt weiss nicbt," answeDeu the 
cither, shaking his in turn. " Gentlemen," a£d I, 
though I am not so happy as to speak German, I 
understand somewhat of die language: the motives 
which induce me to travel are those of knowledge 
and improvement ; and my stay here, ar'in everytrthef 
place I visit, is chiefly determined by tbe^objetts it 
presents of instruction and liberal entertainnteiit" 
•* We apprehended," answered the first, "jave night ' 
be come to our fair, which will begin on Mondays tf( 
you want any goods, our jrfer£*iaha!l shew/you Ifcetwar, 
-and get them for you. M /« : I am happily/ ! a*idl7*"lMC 
in want of any goodj* except a few ansae Moytffe£ia> 
sents; and I am told thia.fc the prepares Lplscei id the 
world to procure them." '< J don't ki iaw, ? * fepW 
.a - . . v. y.i>i us iteevLV V 



fcfrpctf tf,^odk^U yoo want only a few toys, the land* 
laid efttfce.snn wheteryou lodge can supply you as well 
taaayrjtuti; /btfcbft you <Wo«M purchase amber in the 
ftproi (the town ofiPolaagen, wfcich you came through,* 
waf ilhemoat ^ligibte pteoe ? it belongs tb the down of 
WiddatI this time} bwt we are in great hopes thai 
•Htitoagiwitt, ere king, .get hold of ft? and then, you 4 
Itndw, vfre shall have all the amber tradfe in our owit 
hands.'* Unliappy cStanisfcras ! thought I; how lit- 
ftktdw the considerations of 'equity and honour weigh- 
against these of inteffist! - " The trade of Memel is, 
notmthatehdteugS resumed I, "pretty large at this' 
fee ; idsnit not ?" , " Jndtfferent/* said he : " there . 
atre>ohly foot houses who divide it ; we export a great 
deal **T 'timber, which is broughtdown the river Russe 
£joot the interior parts of Lithuania, and convened here 
isrrboat&i we deal too, pretty largely, in hemp, flax, 
ani'luaiseeft: five hundred ships were laden here last 
year; With these articles, and as many more might have: 
been^laden diis,8fea6on 5 if :the wateron *he bar was 
aeit so cnuch^aeoseased lately . There wete eighteen' 
feet, and now there are only fifteen; a melancholy 
ckx»rrihta»ce for us! Remeastrances have been pre- 
aeatedto thetkingon this/ subject, andofders'giVen in 
CCb^eqneYlce j but they .are tnoi»e&ecutteck* his majesty 
uia great man, but Berlin is arery distant 5' fend this is 
♦frontier of the kingdoms <f i-i^r- 
- -Jb-ajskediif; there. iwere anyri©b)ectt*V>f curiosity at 
Meinekn/S There^isrino^aWitfe&g that I know of, M 
swdt4i^i^ee6Xid btotiier, ./^bec^pt a pot*ash manu- 
fectwyj and you may- see a'.bfettor one at Dantzfc j the 
ships, mtrtiie quay are oh» finest sight." I turned the 
dfecpfratettfe new sobjebt/iti th^intention'of-prolbng- 
ip^iieritime; bat tawing, at last; exhausted every 
te^^oflttJDversatfop, and it growing soVeiry dark,' 
th^^^^hanuydistmgulsb my «©mpantons, I found- 
I -iriytti go?' *oaasiiigT9*p^ made my bow; and' wished 
t fctfrd-good nighu *.l returned home half mortified at' 
ny unsuccessful visit, which had not even procured 



t«te reason. 

^. l ^0r#^v^,irta8dAe b«sr of my coni!itio^arVd r dfaT!i: 
tt^art'b^tblembfe'Rtkiii-rh wine at mysoliiarV *%ier ? 
Wvihg brdrt^ bbst-horAts for Konhjgsberg at r> 
ritart day? la tne morning I waiked out to KaoVai 
Ott town. *Ehe ladle-* were picking out tfieir way 
through tbi dirtiest, vilest strret* it ts fusible to con 
dbtve, in* negligees ami whie latm stioes ; anif ths 

Sitlemen were escorting them to church';. for H was 
oday,ui blue vehAet coats, an J ^ast KevenWder hus. 
There were "sorne^e^msite figures nrpong them, 
Leonardo da Vtoci. w^uld have found excellent 
fectf to Work on. ft was a rn'onr laughable tic 
There is nor, indeed', any thing hi this plane to dfetaiii 
a man of curiosity two hour* : the buildings are vVy 
twitched; anil, as ray friend said in 'the coufyTn 
house, 1 think '"the ships at the quay are tli£ tfut a < 
tfgbrte-Mmel^ . ZT.^-tf 

ftom hence to Koningsberg tfti^%3jjffi <gg&* 
tongue of sand, about eighty -three rrif|e# ^ fp^gE^w^ 
not more than a. single one in breadth in P^oJ^sf; 
in none doer it exceed three, This extraonttnarYSTtik 
of sand tertnrrrttcs a titttetothie hoftr^rtfoT 4 irie $vm, 
from which it is separated ^y^a ha> mi of near flan a 
tntle In breadth, Whfen the warier U fine, and \ 
sea smooth, one may drive alOngit with great pie 
as the sands close to the rwargin of the viator are I 
and firm. Uft(btmria4jelyw v irie; it blew very;' 
from the west, and drwethe Wave* a hm£ way h 
en the beach than usual. I landed on t hs san . 1 £bc 
twointhfe afternoon, and reached the first pjst-houa 
as night dosed W. A more terrnSIe one I hardly efe 
fcmember: itnot onljr rained without intermission, 
l)Ot the wmd' now blew a- hurricane*. "Hie se;r 
driven by its fury a long way beyon-1 the usual buv □ 
Necessitated the postillions to dritfe through ihc \ 
aurfi which many times cornpJetely covered the n 
trhteel^of th^catrtrfge, and 1 roared" like thunder in mf 
ears. In such a situation* Jhcould not take much re- 




pftSQ, s^^mpre &an jpnc^ ar^ehended 1 
I&ve neari uievitafaiy Overturned into the sea* , 

dk&toclocfc I^ot to-a ; ^mUe^v^ f crii^M9»Hff^ 
-*" ' fe^found the jpoQr inhabitants f epaj^fiiyq. bpjlfl 
B^pjiin^ifhich $jfWre&,tofie r f)n$pU& frriigte 

S" lOP^f '„, The? , worn^i ,were without ah^ort^ 
eg* except their hair, and jSqarqe. c^ejejd ^ 
d^'koeea. Here, amojag.borsj^n^^^ * 

ate my liMakfa's^ and ^r^njc^ r^j qpfTee .veyr, co f rn/£ * 
£>Qse41y. I rache^HKe so^fjejh termination of. tbrf ,• 
sadd^.wKere il jotns *he (iontlnent, abpnt noon ; and - 
gladly found myself ouixi spore qrf nxra-grqund, -aft** 
having driven* two-.au^wenty rjouh along the^ox^ 
q£ the Baltic* and often amid it* very waxes. 

My roao* afterwards to Kopirtgsberg lay through \ 
flat, but inclosed and cultivated, country. I waa '|, 
stopped at the gate, of thalmty. After the officer on*> ** 
guard had inspected my pass, a soldier, with hifc '.- 
hayonet fijgsd, mounted the coach-bo^, and tbexjjos*. 
Vtilion. blowing his. horn, I was conducted, like aprU * 
sooefof* stat& through a number of, streets to the 
custorh-house. There. I underwent another search, 
& la Prussieane, and Was, then permitted to,.dilv.e to 
an inn. . . , 

A gentleman: of rank, with whom I becaroe ac«- 
quainted the day of my arrival* did me the honour to 
invite me to a ball the ensuing evening at his own. 
bouse* I went about si* o'clock ; . and^ the weath^c. 
being fine, the ladies were seated under an. arbour ia 
t&fe^arden, whilea band of music played. He pre*, 
iehted me to them all without distinction ; leaving ta 
ray own feelings w^ere to give the preference, Ia> 
this situation it was not .herjbeauly which drew nut* 
to' a particular one, though perhaps, in that endow* 
4netrt nature had given her the superiority; . Shall I- 
say it wad chance merely then : or are there not some,* " 
secret and unknown causes, which attract by & subtle* 
and irresistible energy , certain persons, in whose J 
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•oma*{Q0ngpu>lity pf soul has forired-Ujejai.lp <gK*e 
and receive, jwirtual pleasure ? vTbe p*$fipnvpi jtiie 
hearty however depend not on the de^qtjoj^pfti)^ 
underataodiag* and admiration may. ,^, experienced 
without defrojing it. f^vpewa-v%4fiMMr> ^W 
formed. wKh,*yma*etcy;, a>delicacy f ^nfidied,, witli ,-4 
feoguor* was its cbie(,x:|kasacteristip. ,. Xbi&qu^ty 
was not confined .to any p^ticular attitude^ .teatyire, 
or look ,* U.^as4i(jbsed all over her,; ,2a d .might Jew 
*s perceptibly, dfece/nep^jp^the n^vefrienfc qk'-hejr 
- hand, as in the changes, qf her eye. Tune/ b^g not 
taken any thing from the natural loveliness^ .of, her 
countenance ; but eicfcness Ifad tinged her cheek with 
a paleness, without, however, diminishing itsxharzns; 
She was born at Berlin, bat. of t , rent T h, r ex|Lractfou.. 
Her knowledge of this last language, was Gaiijy cqualk4 
f by her acquaintance, with (he Italian*. She ceadTasso 
' and Boileau with equal ease..,, Her health cud,aiQt 
{ permit her to dance j but she recommended £9 me. her 
friend, a young lady, very amiable, if n>y heart could 
have found any thing so besides herself /. Musift 
tad no attractions for me, unless. of a seconda^ na- 
ture* and which it derived from feer * nor, could 
dancing animate my t heart, I jetuoied from .this 
gay thraldem to the. happiness of sitting^ beside -her, 
of regarding every alteration in^ecface^aqd^Ue^diog 
to the accents of her tongue. . She was npt ^ps^nsibJe 
to this • specie* of homage,, moratruly %fte'fi|ng thaa 
a volume of cprapltioaents* ipfi was, r pne,<^^the -few 
women I have met with, who know that Iqve iias.no 
fiance with loquacity.. She *4nvite4 fiWh 4 tQ t^ach: 
hex EagU*b> *u4 promised. 4a jepm,s to^e. nyr 

Cceptre«8.,ifl ^3term^n. vTbifc.wjr -.ge^iuk,^ jtbe. 
gu*ge„ would h^vs |»pj)eared ditfer^nt, j^henL..she 
deigned >r te imrt^ ,m,jn jjbj a^d, A aU ? ,^ ^spi5r^% 
would haye;beeQ. ( fpfie4Je4 ff ttv, R^«^thJ|o^^\|%ia 
medium,! .I^pharaaqoUas 1^ w^^jthe^Wjoman 
and the tutoress* ..insuperable objects. preciudflp (&• 
possibility of my stay in Koningsberg, 
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gari<&; ^AKbrdt«ef; ~: *HeftNs aW%caa^ntyj^tifrdu 
etffjy bnfc'dfthe il^tfiil^'rfProfiliisHrtaft 0ui> grafti* 
fw schools \far Stij^Md are, ingefteral /tniiclf superior 
to it V A professor sltewed mfetfte ribraryyand otbe* 
aiMWeintents*: ^fe'^^tftitiff Worth looking at, ex* 
c^i^&fe^rigiVmlsaB Wrtdtta-giveb by<CbarJe.sV. to- 
MaVtfri Llrtbtf; ^heri he%tterided *he dtet of*Worms 
ihfyg#1, 3ttd $igned^y tfce'emf)ferdr ? #lidHd: tfnVme- 
ri*sj>teserVation. >* '"«• m^' » ■»• j • 

■ Koniiigsberg bag* 'a contidetafefc tradeaa fe^mp and 
flafc; but -ft is seven 'German: miles Mm Pitt&Wj'tlt* 
seab6rt at the afflux df the Viver Pregel •/ so thaforrt# 
Very ,$matt vessels" can; corrie 1 tip to the'toWn. Th« 
^Ir^^itkittg 6f Prtwsia baVnot shewn ai^a^ttfchmettf 
tfr'fbridhes's for this part of his dominions j'noVhash^ 
vftftetTth© city shice theyeaV 1?53, though be fcoftiei 
^dually to make a general review of *he?t*oops at 
Sfattdentz, near Mafien warder, on the- Visfttaia, ^fet 
fWVe^ored from hence*. The river !s narrow feeit^ 
btit'therefcre some'very pleasant gardens 6n its- bariirt* 
larMdld, a king of Bohemia fdUtided -Koningsbfef^ 
hi ^35; -this part of Prussia fceipg kt thaKttme de- 
^riddfit^fi^kingdorriJ •= • • 

^'Tfebci^h I; bad several fodttcehTtents, frdwi thai 
igreeabie society i met with, to prolong my stay, P 
tftfmetf : Kot>rrrgsberg oft the 2©th -of 1 August, arid 
£n^ed -ntjr jdurney along' the banks of the Ttoe* 
Pre^l,°ibridtTgn a fertile plain. It was one of tftl* 
fln^st^ays or the seasfon. f be rays of tfce sari being 
fttoSdeirated and 'attempered by a bfeeae fronpr thai 
l&ktei, arid alt "nature gay. * Stopped *the Carriage b# 
a^rttin^ ground 1 , 1 at a little distance from tf^toWny 
awlocfted 1 ba^k otf its' ndmerotw spites, which wertT 
jp&f&bf\fti&&tftefti sun ; 'a tetfrtof *e*ation and de* 
aj&ir*&^ih%f eye, and diminisfcetftfee frospetf t j '*» 
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Ifeeiinetfsttbe tender ideas; but fancy endeavoured 
« to penetrate tbe glbom." ' ' %' ~ , - 

* Tbe axletree of the chaise 1>rpke down iri dbe rf- 
-ternoon ; and &s several hours Were requisite to hjalje 
a new .one, I was necessitated to remain in the village 
where tt happened during the Test of th^ ^7: 1 lay 
down- at night id ; a bed add In an appartjnentVfcich 
might veil have served for the original of that wfcere 
Pope describes ViUiers expiring, and than which ima- 
gination* can hardly conceive any more miaeraWe and 
gloomy, in Che morning early lprodeeded, and got 
Id Frawembutg to breakfast. This is a little town* 
•hasted in a sandy plain* on the tea shore. I stopbed 
to see the church, which has been very retaowned in 
past ages. It standi on a hill., commanding an exten- 
aive prospect, and belonged anciently to the bishops 
of Ertneland. These were both ecclesiastical and 
temporal princes. Their revenues were not leas than 
thirty thousand ducats per annum, and their* tefrito* 
riea pretty considerable. This fief has been cousi* 
dered by the king of Prussia as belonging to him, arid 
in consequence sequestered to his use: the present 
bishop is a young Polish nobleman, and was invested 
mi the see some few years since by Stanislaus. He ifc 
said to possess the powers of insinuation in a great 
degree, and by hi* raillery and fecetiofcsness, to have 
ingratiated himself exceedingly with his new sove- 
reign, who^ in consequence, has allowed him an an* 
Dual pension of about six thousand ducats frotri tbe 
revenues, on which he how resides at Cracow. -The 
church of Frawemburg is of Catholic fbundation/and 
*hey were celebrating the matin service when I en- 
ured k. As they had informed me at Koningsberg 
that the immortal Copernicus was interred here,,! 
waited with 00 little impatience in the expectation of 
seeing his tomb ; but in this 1 was disappointed. Qeo 
or the priests-assured me; that though' he had befen l a 
'canon 'of the ^cathedral, his reraair* were 1 * buried ^at 
Thorny <be place of hi* riativirjr: -'■"ftiey 1 / noWever, 
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ana the canons are at this tinje supplje^w^l^wat^r, 
l>y a ip,a&bjpe 9*" his invention, whu^.jajseajtito a 
grey\h'eigtit^iT^ the vale;, bdow # wbej^e itjs, 7 #s- 

' tribujted td^eyei-y T part,ot^^ jesidence.j T£i k s ejMjine 
t saw •, ' and w,a$,sU;ucl^^ ^y^ipi ipitjj, ^he 

celebrab^p^pmri^'pf Ma^^^s^coj^tfucj^J, fto#i 

. ; r It is pot ropre than , twenty. fnfc*/ ftpra .Frawem- 
Durgtp, glWi^.^ia^i^^p^ j^>^}^' .This 

, city was fQujcidedb^.aqolQi^/rbn) j,ub<?qk, the Tyre 
of \)i% ^al^ ajbwt the ye^r .1234. * It & situated on 
a IiftJe river^.' which faUs. < intQ.t 5 he < sea^near five* miles 
ol£ t?ut ad^mUs onfr ,verj spall vessels. .The, Teu- 
tonic knights we.re lord's, IJf it ibf a considerate^ niuii* 

% t>er of years'; but in^,l^Q the inhabitants, ultimately 
shook off their yoke., From. JtyiSj era w.e niay k date 
the splendpr,pf its annals, j ,tbey became r/clv .power* 
ful, ' ai^t commercial j they' were 4 respecjjed through- 
out all the north, and . even made war <?n ttye kings of 
TJeorpark and Sweden with success... Gustavus 
Adolphus tQpk it ; ,but his. premature, death, an,d the 
peace of Westphalia, which followed in lj548 A re^t^rpd 
them again to fheir liberties. Charles' 5CU T , entered 
, it by assault in the . beginning of the present. ceutury, 

^as jf. ^(fliered to' Aligns . t us fys enemy, Jt remained 
free ^jnce that time under ^the, protection of Poland, 
to (he diet; of. which kingdpna\jt,.sent two members, 
till we 1 3 th ot September, 1772, w^en his I>f ussian 
hMJest^^eneraTiook^ossessipi of it in the .pajoe of 
his master/, and aroye out the. Polish garrifcor^ of two 
hundred men, who attempted toiriafce wme-dpfeoce* 
j^er^ack eagle has H now. suppjantptj &e cross, their 
'ancient ajms f arid appears, aver every gftte °(,!$f c ty» 
. Th&y 4ready feel the figour aiid.japacity of ,,t{u$ new 
'^verQige^ . to Jfffllfl&K <**& all 

pQlijh Ypssia^ and to e^ti^^Uh/rpe^om^^nct com- 
niefce/ In one general, ruin! _ ,Th,ej city ijsclf contain^ 
about fifteen thousand inhabitants. The architecture 
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^f the tomes is the toott^grcft^qwiiuid i 4aigcte , ^q 
hnre »e<*i i*i Europe. * They termtmte in w fo'mtj' 
ind almost «U the appear, stories m attttaancabte^? 
being* designed for granaries, *nd aot>*fbr fofcH 
dence: • ■: • v ... *. • - '**i.i 

I .was permitted, by particular leanest, louee lb* j 
treasures lately discovered here, and about wJricbsrfc 
much has been said In tfafrpubtie prints* all oiwlu- 
tope. They are contained in three large cafftap i»l 
a vaulted apartment of the towA halfc wbetetbeytofr- 
lain untouched -a, lumber of years. The wbalexton- :. 
sistt of plate ornaments won by the priest* m^tlfe ' 
celebration of dfrine service. The e^irfsitedeUcacy 
of the workmanship ooostirates thei* chief tmhte, the 
intrrastc .worth aot exceeding twemywfiw thousand 
ecus, or six thousand potmds sterling. The-geatle- 
man, in :whose. custody they are, gave. me the fellow* 
Ing history of them: When the city: was :<tafcen by 
Gustavus Adolphfcis, he pdt the Lutheran* int&'pos* 
session of the cathedra?, which, preview to that 
event, belonged >to the Catholics. Uiadbhiday king 
of Poland, restored it to them some years after 5 . but 
the pious followers of Lutber found meads to secrete 
most of the riches belonging to the original propfie* 
ton, which theyioticeased effectually iaihis ©bscwe- 
retreat. The secret was a dangerous *oe r too w& to 
few, and very well kept. They waitat present to 
know his majesty's pleasure respecting thj^tfoposK 
tion of them; andy as he is a prrnde tot ^ bigoted tt> 
any particular J religion or superstition,' hojdiaypc** 
'haps cover his sideboard with thfem : bWthe^Sath*. 
lies hope fbr better things torn his/ piety*, itoifcv' 
tame chamber -where those fcoty relies fcav»* teens 
discovered, were likewise sbverai swords, which. ;bev 
jlotmed te the Teutonic Knights*. I eattmmed^themi 
'with great attention, and am almost kidnotif toJi*4 
iieve they are merely weapons [jof .ostfetatmv de«. 
signed, like Alexander's nrangeni and armour in. 
India, to impress posterity wit^ AbB,hteso;of *eis 



p^^rilf^gtlbittd|^\w»y Their p^pigbb^lia 
dl fflftaytf snar^-#p < encrmea$ that) thdug£ J wefc* 
su^redioWtfrtbettn 1 am afeqhir ta nahievks tmabt 
kagdi. tJKothkigcamboidte^^risd^ M^bafbarou*' 
than their construttioti : two pieces of n#n fbtn* 
tl^^BKtflnritonad thb; gripe it ibtedage fcf stnnir 
of »^efcther ctfBs4t&. -*»'■ ,% ' 

.tttttdrnbdtf& the original and magnificent res*. 
dtric^ao&Jthe *east anifc Knightst, stands labotd twenty* 
nbtofimx^bn^ It w well known that fcflly an* 
a wSb^kors arage first fate Wth- to those knights,. M 
theiages of darkness. It waainlte year 1 l£l, at tW 
si^ ifhfcttwtt fciehatti to^^ untied 

th& walls of Jerusalem, that then*fgning pope CeteaJ 
tin* iDstftuted this new refafbre&nent to toe Ghristt 
tfctfi:arms. They were only .forty in number, and 9 
German lord, by name Henry V&pot, was appoint*! 
gaafufc itoaater^f the order i their prowess did notj 
however, raaJtrttoin them long in Faieatitoe, froaor 
whence they were driven out pretty early in the 1 
tlritfeeodfr century, Gonmde, duke of Masovia, wa*> 
at jftat-tinft their head. Fighting was theft only pro^ 
fe&itnr j and enemies of some kind were absolutely 
reo l TO<te+ Happily for their -views the north of Et*i 
rope was yet much of it tmsobdued to the holy 
church, and wrapt ia paganism* ft was a most? me* 
fttortous action to cut these infidel* to pieces; and 
popeT Gregory IX. gave his sanction to the cause, 
jfcdr authorised, Conrade led them on, and entered 
Prnssia.They either drey* out the inhabitants, or bap*; 
tised them; and established themselves firmly • in their 
nasjr conquests^ Q» the- banks of the river Nogat, in si • 
beatitifal plain, they feed their grand residencey and 7 
began to construct the 4tf sdeof*Ma*ienbotuV in 1281 . 
Thtji first masfcet^of the order'came to reside there ill ' 
MQ^. Thefrbecame afterwards very powerful, and' 
conquered all '&utiogifti?M Coudand; ^opia> and 
odier .province^ they made wdttwitfaf Poland, an&' 
m*46l? Marienooursjj war besieged and taken bf 
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. the Poles, ^yfV^tofeCagai^.^cQfl? th^ffl^Aeir 
splendor diminished t t^ej. gre^feeii^p^.^jd dec 
bauched in their manner^ tyj^n^al a^^ppre^fve 
iu their government, /fq 1524/ taey^weje t^I^ 
driven out of Prussia, ' under j)dberC marquis, of 
Branden^ourg, the, thirty-foprth grand b^jstei of 
their order, and their power ultimately aaolisUecL , 
The castle o/ Marienbourg ^consisted of .three, de^ 
tached and separate structures $ the first, and f most 
ancient, was designed apparently for defence*. , It 
was square in its Ijgure, surrounded by a trench of 
prodigious magnitude, l^ie kin^of Prussia \&k so 
mutilated and altered this part. '. by converting 
it into caserns for his soldiery* since he took .pos- 
session of the .town, that .at} its original beauty is 
lost, and the antiquarian searches, in vain for the 
genuine traces of the Teutonic ' magutfeeuce, ami) 
modern bricks' and mortar, tie has sparecf the cha- 
pels which are built qne over the other., TheJC^lbar 
fie priest shewed me both. In the subtejranean^cti^ 
j>el, several grand rnasters, pf tjhe ojder feave., l?eea 
interred, under stones, round whici are jnscrijgtiqbs j 
but the character^ through jiroe, is UlejgiE>Ie.\ T^e 
upper one is built in a very elegant Sjtyle Q£.(5#hic 
architecture. At the^st e;id^ on the Quisia^ of the 
edifice, in a deep niche 'of the wall, stands ^wpjoden 
» statue of the Virgin, twelve feet r high,, Acting, the 
' infant Jesns.in her arms:' It i£ not Dadiy^^pcuted, 
and has suffered very little in the lapse, of so npny 
centuries, from jhe injuries of tim& a 'Qpfi Bf^fsffiW 
masters erected tjiis image soon, after the CQmgletio^ 
, at ,tiie. cas l'e, apd the Virgin. ^in^n^^Q.tuct ; iess 
of tne/ortL;'! ij^^ave the name djJ^anenl^uji to 
the town "and fprtrcjjS*,",, t'% wquW "seem \th^,' jrtxty 
tbey .increased ^ih' pb. wer. /and h umbers^ the., seqphd 
part of* t^pstje \yas comtruqted/^l^ls^onfyi di- 
vided;^ thtf.trtBn^b fronj (h$ i Wt.^hu^ is ^plainly 
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ter i»U L y ,a?a jt'e^ji^ pjL^li9 



^Mfefc" 1& wfaofc », as yet, in gf^ptfefr$rv*. 
tiW^utfake^.Tbe council chamber, or safe 
af^c&iib&tlte, ^ a fer^bd rl^oni. being twenty pace* 
^ry'wayV'-Iilt^ejSiiiftt tea eolttrofci of an octagonal 
Iforni, ^cotnpoVed 'rtf one' piece of brown granite, 
^ri^<5lft^, iifr^/like a ftn at the top, and support- 
ing thf r^ft wblch^ like every other in the baildtnff, 
f8*&JteaV There, is' a doable row of windows in \t, 
^tf'fo^h^jthre^ side** is a Very high stQfie bencia, 
jfrh^&thg knights ^at on. these occasions.. The refec 
%©ire ^B »tUi tti&» superb ; Jt if is forty jHjces i» lengtb, 
V W. twenty V breadth. Three similar pillars, of graV 
irfrt support the roof, the capitals of which are cu* 
tfoitely adorned with $gu.re$s in alto relievo. Thert 
at^toarrv,;chBni : beri «f a amaiter »!*e. Round tht 
^rtWfe of this leoonddivisiou of die cas^e is another 
tirt& bttt uekfeer so broad nor deep a* the first. 
" Thelast division covers a longer space r of ground 
tbari either of the others, and was doubtless intended 
for jhfcir horses, domestics*, and inferior attendants* 
it ft surrounded with a narrow ditch, beyond which 
is j*' high wall, flanked with lowers at srnall dis* 
ftpce** Which forms tbi outermost barrier. The eir* 
ciflnfereace of the whole fortification does not, I 
imagine, fall short of an. English mile. Severs) 
geritfem&i pf the town assured me, that the subter- 
ranean work* of this castle are not less surprising and 
vast; than tne structure whfch appears above the 
earth. They *to, that beneath the first of the three 
edifices I have, eOumerated, are three ranges of vaulted 
cellaisy One under the other; into ,the lowest of which 
ti^liaW'dfes^ttded some jreara ago. I should bavf 
ttnpdtrfosity though to haye dotfe the same, if thejT 
flatiHeerf tfcn deep $ but ft is not noW praeifcabie, the 
a^tH^iti^ni^, places being fallen .mj.or obstructed by 
ckfthv^nd^htf^ir bfeuigtob noxious and unwholesome 
fa^fen^.tneauertipt. Over the cnap*l is a very 
high Ww^' to th6 tog of^hich 1 ascended, by a hor* 
r<tf1<#r€^ steps ifi man/ 



parte Broken and decayed. »!%te yrfrs|) e efr -ffab the 
summit richly repaid mf troubles >-4t *e*tte!id* feast 
to Elbing, and west toDsafete,' >e*tec«0#4ferAe 
rich vale watered by th* Vistnlaand^he^o^afi flfr- 
.minated to the north* by the>Bakk*. 1 •«!»« uo .;;iQr..: 
♦ The dry of >Marlenbc«rg itself tx»taW i t8*Mh> 
.very extraordinary. • It -W** former})' Ibe^beaeW a 
Jeague, which comprehended twenty-^ven' IjhraJl 
.towns, all -situated in Polish Prussia/ WKl'^ftic^&efcl 
dietines. This little eowftderacy ha» heed laBg'ex- 
Jinct, and the town ftself shared the -sariie *£tfe^as 
.Elbing, on the same day, the Prussian* se4d«to4eiWo£ 
marched in without resistance. There fcrfci; &<*&& 
time, one-thousand six -hundred of'thewbere/wJftfi 
equal the number of inhabitant in -the plae& iL> '^ 
. I went, on the afternoon of the'93d, : in* eeaftpttrjr 
with two very agreeable young wotnen*ia&d>a gc&fle^ 
nan, to see the junction of the two>|$eaVrl?erY'e? 
Polish Prussia, the Vistula and the Nrt^at. 1 ^It f£$fe 
of the most picturesque and beatftiful lMdiel^els 
which -nature presents. It is nefcr- thiftee^vn^si 
from Marienbourg to the spot: -abouf t8e*^3wajr 
one sees both rivers, and the road lies thrbWgh. a3§&p 
wood of- oaks till within two hundred yanaVtf^he 
poitit. Here the trees are cleared away, and emerg- 
ing from the gloom caused by them, the whbte'tieau* 
tiful scene bursts at once upon the sight. I stood 
flsome minutes on the extreme verge, whetfe therivers 
unite, in silent contemplation of this ]ovely : prosffccfc* 
©u my left was the Nogat^whose course is visWe^fbr 
several miles to the north, till it is lost 'between the- 
high banks which bound it on either •Ide^^Tbe 1 
• Vistula is on the right, and forms a striking contrast?* 
its banks being even with the water, 'atidtbe-^ver* 
iteelf is only to be seen aft inconsidenft>|e wa^,*on?' 
account of to serpentine progress. 'A l )iftle fisted, 
esactijr at the junction* covered with - brvshwtW,y 
forms a fine break m the Vfew. Beyond \t Sppdm* 
the main streams- o# the 'Vistula undivided, -which 



rplis^pgin silent tfacquil, realty, .under hanging- 
y 9<ja^fvJbjjc}i ^Lte«4( tp^ftrswakaa/ar as the horife 
zpq.p H T^^i4a^^yer^lfe8i^i>g boated >seen onjdirTW 
refl| niwt^^Cjth^^riyer^'Mv^T scarce -any thing»for; 
imagination hersd£,to^i<i.* We dtanl* coftee in this* 
dftljgfr#fd?reggs»> w^det caver 0f the&eesj oil an»enuV 
rieqc^^oia. whence ail these objects were'distinctly 
oVf^e^ Thqpe^&anta^ for there is a tomlet here,- 
brought- h% bififKl, ,buitttr, *nd cream*', It was almost 
night ^(bre^jwe r$rturuedt9 fc>wn.« 
, Fj£om ^arjentaurg'toAhe gateatf Danfesjq,' distant* 
tLiity-rngejrniiea, isaUwost oneqeatinttcd garden. I* 
oro^ejj the Vistuja at JJirsehaw, * littla; town, most 
beai^i'uliy.sitMaUoa its. ba»ks» and conainanding a: 
view of all jthi* fertile country. . About an English? 
rn41^a$4,a naif -before I get to the town of Daritzic, 
r caiae* $a ,£fce la$t Prussian guard, and- entered th** 
terrjtar,y t q£ the, republic, which is at present dirai-. 
nisi^o* (On every /Side, and' .invited by hussars and' 
grenatfigrs. »jf an absolute, ♦prince. Freedom, it it> 
t^ue, j^Meigns within, these lkhtis, though narrow, 
aha waves- her, saqred banner on the ramparts : but* 
liaw-Jongi thip, roa# continue, is certainty matter' of- 
uncertainty ,and doubt, . 11 tbe melancholy £ite of El- 
. bing,or t ^ariepbonrgi qan fpcm a ptesage- if &* 
unfgejing rapacity shewn in, the- division of Poland/ 
its fe^da.1 parent, and once its protector $ if the ge- 
neraj ^a^n, ok pojicy« I shoufd rather -say of unre-' 
strahty^ a^.idtfyr, excised by. the court *q£ Berlin in 
Poiis^^jPrussia^, .enables one; to /determine, its final 
extipffcOQi is : n<pi far-off To what ^appy or valuable 
purpfRes^pde^d,, can ihepos$etek)n*oi personal inde— 
pep^nce; sefv^f v^ien the, vital spirit,., which; once 
•HftpS^^t^ fl 94^ Jheir.c^aigiorQe, their tevemies/ 

• tn^rr^t^a^.^ already #itb#r sejsed* on,, ot bur-: 
the^e4>v4fhjm|^osu,a4i4 duties which must eveutnal- 

ty$tfWJte^v^ of 

• i^w^frvw dar^ #> e^sla^e* which* ha* for centu-- 

ri^ Ji^wn th«*sv^iiMoi, m oquftl government srnd- 



public liberty j now awaits, to trembling expectation, 
the boor of its destruction, and implores, perhaps, in 
twin, the powers of Borons) to save her mm a new 
enemy, a s over ei gn whose dates are equally unci- 
pected as unbounded, antf who, though apparently 
restrained from open Violence by political motives, 
watches only the favourable moment when treachery 
or intrigue may put nimintepossession> Most, ©raft 
the suburbs, which are very popoJous and ejtensivej 
are already occupied' b* Prussian soldiery, who, on 
one side, are dose to the very fortifications, a pali- 
sado only separating them from the Dantsic guards, 
Public diveruoos of every nature are prohibited by 
the magistrates, ajsd the German comedy is krone of 
those suburbs which has been taken rrom Aem. 

A languor and a decay was visible, at tbts '(hne, 
through every department 3 and' the V<s^trta; which 
they say at the present $Msjw\<7f the yfcat asfed to be 
covered with Wtfcvesae\^ boats, was no toflger 
cfcowded, - 1 . . •. •*:*»"* 

An enthusiastic hjfcf of i 
tr» ir quire aftefthbso c^ihft^^ 
principally, {&&**$? idteiWm^to'twcygejatteCn^ii, to 
whom I. was Introduced sebn after my arrival, 
Monsieur le Bbrpn.Zorn^3d.I>r. , W()l^ whose names 
I ought not t'o.menlion.wltWHit dosing the obliga- 
tions their politeness and '.readiness ^ to convmttatcate 
knowletfce has lafd roe under. Th5f last of them is 
animated with a '" spirjt of- independence, worthy 
Hampden or Sidney. 'H? resided some years since 
at Warsaw, but. quitted it on account of the troubles 
and anarchy wbidi v foreign ambition has introduced 
into that capital. He retired to Dtrscfaaw, about 
twenty miles from hence, built himsdf an o b sc r va ? 
lory tor his astronomical studies, and remained there 




*Mr.Wraxafllia*!iv«dto»teth*p*ialalj , . 

of hi» generous team far this sahhiissd city, aadTsa* Jm| 
j*rt&oa of Poland, 
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1m tli e town and sur- 
bear a yoke _so gall- 
ic.. _, : ;;;.: rcjikj.ved to tins city j 
v*. uur; -liuuid it cease tg be [Vee, 
l^Jauol wwe r Jw has already 
gjl i v e* may m3i an a s v 1 u m . 
;, v h i c h id^ri n tiJU-s e s t e oil I is 
a ted merit of every 
tjiiast unlit io\vn from 
r, her peaceful and genii* 

3j| 9^V^a ^f $an.tfc.ic, f h£e that of afixftwt. every 

ttAvugJotii. oj city, is Tost in tradition 'jur' fables, 

to L^ve founded is about 




iHogalberg, 
, v . A TJlHfc IPaijes^ requested of hirh as large a portion 
or^rpived .fpr^their residence as they could, cirdum- 
scnbe,,by extendji^inerf arms,: this inclosed a circle 
"of. noaViwo miles, and was the first, or old city. 
Lit tie ^occurs .or ,jm port an ce from tijis time till ti^o 
year 1312, When a certain Pole, by name To'tcam- 
iner, .being governor, plofted witb the Margraves of 
JjrandfciiburgU to deliver it up to ihem. The deputy 
* myernor, aware of this treachery, informed Ladis- 
iaus III., king of Poland^ and- they, jointly called pi 
' .Teutonic Knights, who kept possession of tlie> 
ce^ ai].sJ were too powerful to b$ expelled.' under 
jtjeui the new iity was built, t which comprehended 
Je^y.ui^iimits of *Dantzic, as it qxi^t's now." tn 
Rtmtfie- inhabitants threw off their subjection to the 
Kmgnts, in concert witn the other 'cities of 1 Polish 
;mrl becaiue independent jander the pjrojtec- 
mr^-JffiiWh jMk^\&$&. ai»d. abdication of 
ienry of Valois, ill 1574, that KiqgdO03|Wfc divided, 
y©L. xvm. xi 
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one party having elected Stephen Baton, duke of 
Transylvania, the other declaring for the emperor 
Maximilian II. Dnntzic adhering to the* latter, was 
besieged by Stephen, the conqueror, for a whole 
year, and then was reduce to purchase a peace, by 
a surrender of every thing valuable in the place. Yet, 
in twenty years after, so great were the advantages of 
their commerce, they were again become wealthy. 
The siege of 1/34, by the Russians, is yet remem- 
bered by numbers here, when Stanislaus Lezinski 
made his ' escape through so many enemies ; and 
they shew the spot, without one of the bastions, 
%here one thousand Muscovites are interred, who 
perished in an attempt to storm the town. 

Dantzic is yet neither elegant nor handsome. 
The houses are in general lofty, and in an antique 
taste. In most of the streets are trees, which, in 
Summer, afford an agreeable shade ; but in the win- 
ter must be very inconvenient. The building used 
it present as an exchange merits attention from its 
antiquity : it is a square chamber, vaulted : in the 
middle is a marble statue erected to Augustus III. the 
late king of Poland.^ 

I visited the arsenal, . and must ow» I was sur- 
prized at the prodigious military stores contained in 
it, and the order in which they are kept. The man 
•hewed me a sort of masquetoon, weighing thirty- 
six pounds, which Augustus II. is said to have 
discharged with one hand. This I can well believe, 
as the proofs he gave of uncommon strength are too 
numerous and well attested to admit of any question. 
In a small apartment of the arsenal is a very beauti- 
ful honorary tomb, erected by Sigismund, }dng of 
Sweden and Poland, to the memory of his father 
John III. It is of Italian workmanship, and finely 
executed. -Sigismund it said to have presented this 
piece to the city of Dantzic. 

The other public buildings are not very remark- 
able. In the great church is a vast pillar hollowed, 
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Tjfhicb, it is pretended, was anciently used to im- 
mure ecclesiastics guilty of heinous crimes. I looked 
down into it from above, through two iron bar* 
which cross the opening at the top. The depth is* 
I imagine, forty feet, and the {square dimension* 
within, about seven. There is something whit9 
scattered on the ground, which they say is bones. 

As liberty of religion is publicly allowed in Dant* 
zic, there are churches of all kiuds, Lutheran, Cal- 
vinist, and Catholic : there are besides convents for 
religious of both sexes. It is computed that the in-i 
habitant?, including .all the suburbs, are not less than 
eighty thousand. The environs are uncommonly 
beautiful. 

One day I went to see the abbey of Oliva, so cele- ■ 
grated for the peace concluded in it. Its foundation 
is very ancient. Subislaus, a duke of Pomerania* 
who embraced Christianity, erected it in 1 17Q, dedu 
eating it to " the holy and undivided Trinity, th* 
Bioat blessed Virgin and St. Bernard." The convent 
and church were destroyed and rebuilt no less than 
eight tiroes ; the Teutonic Knights, the Poles, and 
the heretic Hussites, all ravaged it; the Dantzio 
soldiery, lastly, Rased it to the ground in 1 577 » a °d 
were obliged by Stephen Batori to erect it anew as 
k now stands. On a black marble monument ia 
the cloisters is commemorated the pacification of 
Oliva, made between the emperor Leopold aud John, 
Casimir, king of Poland on one side, and Charles 
Gustavus, king of Sweden, on the other, who died 
jluring the ratification of it. 

. The monk who attended us, shewed me the bread 
which was converted into stone ; the story of which 
is written in Latin, German, and Polish, in the church. 
This pretended miracle happened in 1017* when 
some of Gustavus Adoiphus's Lutheran soldiery sacri- 
legiously presuming to lay hands on the consecrated 
)oaf, with intention to devour it, found it converted 
into' stone before their eyes. I examined it very mi- 
112 
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nutely, and must allow there is great merit in the 
choice of the subject for this deception. It is about 
the size of a two-penny roll, and resembles one in 
•hape. One side is indented with a deep hole, appa- 
rently natural, but which was made, they say, by 
the thumb of a Swedish soldier, in the act of lay- 
ing bold of it. They preserve it with gTeat care in a 
silver case. v 

The abbot's palace, and gardens adjoining, are 
very elegant j but his revenues, which amounted, 
only two years ago, to ten thousand ducats, or near 
five thousand pounds per annum, and the lands ~f 
^e convent, which he enjoyed in •foil sovereignty, 
are now all seized by the king of Prussia, who al- 
lows bim only one thousand two hundred ducats, 
about five hundred and fifty pounds, as a pension 
during life, and about one-fourth of that sum to keep 
the gardens in order : he is by birth a nobleman, 
amiable and benevolent in his character, past the 
middle age of life, and universally respected. Hu- 
manity feels for such a man, and execrates the rapa- 
city which has thus reduced him ! — But this is no- 
thing — this is even generosity and mercy, compared 
with other stories incontestibly authentic, which I 
heard here respecting the Polish nobles, whose es- 
tates have been confiscated, and theirfamilies reduced 
from a revenue of one hundred thousand ducats to 
absolute indigence, by that monarch. 

All the accumulated evils, however, which have 
laid waste this miserable country, are only natural 
consequences of its constitution and government, in 
which almost every political fault and error is ming- 
led 3 and one is only surprized how sucb a barbarous 
anarchy has subsisted so long. 

I left Dantzic on the morning of the 2d of Sep- 
tember, taking the road to Culm through Dirschaw, 
in my intended route to Thorn. About ten miles to 
the southward of Dirschaw, 1 passed close to a pro- 
digious encampment, and alighted from my chaise to 
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"• examine it. The postillion told me it was one of - 
Charles XIPs. Probably it was made in 1703, 
when he overran and conquered all Polish Pmssia, 
wHh astonishing rapidity. The trenches are of 
enormous depth, and its situation is equally ad* 
yantageous and delightful, commanding a view in 
all the plains watered by the Vistula, and the river 
itself The sun set as I entered the little town of 
Mewa, where I crossed the river in a ferry, and 
arrived at Marienwerder, through excessive bad 
roads, about midnight. The 'sentinels at the gate* 
permitted me to pass, after having demanded my 
name, and I drove to an inn, the only one in tb& 
city, at which I purposed to remain till next morn- 
ing. It was a considerable time before my servant' 
could raise any one at that late hour ; and when 
the landlord came, he told me every bed in hit 

. house was already occupied : that if I brought my 
own, he could give me a room to place it in j but 
if not, he had not any thing better than clean straw 
to offer me. I then proposed , proceeding imrne* 
4iately to Thorn, and expressed my desire of being 
furnished with post horses. S€ May I take the .li- 
berty," said the landlord, " to ask if Monsieur in- 
tends to return again, or if he goes farther into 
Poland $*' " I purpose," answered I, "to continue 
my route to Gnesna and Posna 5 but as to my tar- 
dier progress, it is not yet fixed, as I am unac* 
quainted with the roads and accommodations." " If; 
said he, " you are only induced from pleasure and 
curiosity to visit these cities, I would advise you to , 
defer your intention till another opportunity. To 
Gnesna there is at this time no post $ and though 
you may perhaps procure horses to Posna, yet not 
only the roads and accommodations are of the most 
miserable kind ; but at this unhappy juncture, when 
the province neither belongs to Poland nor Prussia, it 
is not, in point of safety, by any means advisable." 
I then inquired if there was not tome great road to 
ill 
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Stettin, without returning by Dantzic. On this he 
informed me, that I had only to go back ten miles, 
and repassing the Vistula at Mewa, to turn off im- 
mediately tor Konitz, a town in the provinc£ of 
Pomerellia, from whence I might procure post 
horses to Stargard very easily, the Prussians being 
completely possessed of the whole intermediate tract 
of country, and regular relays being provided by 
the crown. The season of the year, which was 
advancing fast, superadded to the uncertainty of pro- 

t curing even hoises for Gnesna, made me on reflec- 
tion comply witli my landlord's advice. I lost net 

.a moment therefore in the execution of it, but turn- 
ing about, and tendering him my acknowledgments 
for his information, I made the best of my way 
back to the town of Mewa, which I reached by 
break of day. Jt is situate on the bank of the Vis- 
tula, which at this part is high and rocky j and op- 
p.isiie to it, on the eastern side, are the fields where 
Chailes XII. routed and cut to pieces about one 
thousand five hunched Poles,* who vainly opposed 
his passage. After tiavelling twelve miles farther, 
I rt ached the abbey of Pipleen, which is accounted 
one of the finest Gothic religious edifices in these 
parts. . It was founded by a duke of Pomerania, 
in the ve,ir 1^50. This pious duke endowed it very 
richly ; hut his present majesty of Prussia, who 
h.is nu i"u h pa>>ionate attachment as his ancestors 

/had ti r n.iiik^ and monasteries, lately sequestered 
fo: r-iifths el their revenue, and leaves them to sing 
dii'iAL.s and chaunt requiems upon the remainder. 
Oik t,t lie hioibirs, a Yvle 1 y birth, who 'spoke 
lojVrahle i\tu'h, a Mended, me over the building. 
The :"-it;ir.«» are *.e«. ciauti v itli a barbarous splendor, 
and jjlitt^r with i;«<ld and .-liver, the king not having 
a* vi't laid hi> Ivrd- c.n ihes-e sacred utensils. I took 
the iilerty of a-k \<$ my uniuucior, to whom be- 

•longcd a vast nui-Lcr of bones, which were pre- 

t 3ervcd wiiLiu cases oi glass* on either side the bi&h 
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altar. " They are," answered he, " precious re- 
mains of the eleven thousand virgins, who perished 
for their adherence to our holy religion j we had many 
more once, and among them two complete skulls $ 
but the sacrilegious Swedish soldiery, in the beginning 
of this century, carried them away." If the depreda- 
tions of armies were never more fatal, they might . 
easily be borne. The monk very politely apologized 
to me, in the abbot's name, for not inviting me to dine 
in the refectoire, on acconnt of its being a most rigor- 
ous fast, which permitted them not to touch any thing 
before sun-set, and then only bread and eggs. Having 
tendered him my humblest thanks, and bidding him 
.adieu, I continued my journey, and ate my cold 
chicken tinder the shade of an oak. 

It was ten o'clock at night when I arrived at a little 
village, about thirty miles from the abbey, situate close 
to a rivulet of water in a valley, and so much resem- 
bling Ribury in Gloucestershire as it appeared to me by 
star-light, that I was almost ready to order some eels 
for supper. The landlord endeavoured to persuade me 
to stay till morning, as I had five and-twenty miles to 
go to Konitz, through continued forests of fir, and deep 
sands. I would have accepted his advice ; but the 
horrid nastiness, and pestilential smell resulting from 
it, in the cabins, for they cannot be called houses, in 
every village where I stopped, made it impossible to 
lie down or breathe in them. I therefore proceeded, 
as soon as horses could be procured, and about nine in 
the morning of the 4th I got to Konitz. This is a 
pretty country town, and has been formerly fortified 
with tunets, battlements, and trenches, all which are 
in ruin. It was then better guarded by a complete 
regiment of Prussian engineers, who had been stationed 
there since its heizure two years ago. 

I left Konitz before noon, and drove about three 
miles out of the road, to see the ruins of the castle of 
ScbJokaw. This is is only inferior to that of Marien- 
bourg, and was built by the same persons. . It is sus- 
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rounded on three sides by the waters of a fine Jake, 
across a small part of which is a wooden bridge, of 
near three hundred yards in length, entering the grand 
court. It has been of great extent, but time has laid 
many of its honours low. The chapel, the subterranean 
apartments, and oue very lofty octagon tower, are yet 
in great preservation, and may remain entire for cen- 
turies. 1 went into the cellars, which are all vaulted, 
and of wondrous magnitude, running beneath the 
whole castle. One splendid range of apartments, re- 
paired by the princes Itadzivil, to whom this fortress 
lately belonged, serves to shew what the magnificence 
of former ages could produce, though these are now 
following the other parts of the edifice, and are no 
longer habitable. 

After having visited every accessible corner in the 
building, J waited on the Catholic priest of, the adjoin- 
ing village, to procure some account of its origin and 
history. He was a very agreeable ingenious man, and 
readily complied with my request. We conversed \a 
Latin ; a language in which the Poles are more con- 
versant than all the other nations of Europe. A miser r 
able cripple in the streets at Konitz requested charity 
of me in very pure Latin, to my no small surprize ; 
and 1 found the innkeepers frequently possessed of it. 
From this priest I drew several particulars relative to 
the origin and history of Schlokaw. The Teutonic 
Knights built it in the year 1352, and successive grand 
masters were lords of it till the middle of the fifteenth 
century, when the kings of Poland seized on it ; the 
order beginning about that era to decline in power 
and greatness. It passed afterwards into the possession 
of several other great families, and lastly in 1662 to 
the Radzivils, whose descendants possessed it till 
within these two last years, when only twelve Prus- 
sian Hussars drove out fifty of the prince's Polish sol- 
diery, and erected the black eagle over the gate* 

I stopped to dine at Fredlant, a small town, about 
ten miles from Schlokaw, and then proceeded. My 
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road lay across the desert of Waldow, which is at least 
forty English miles in length, and is in general barren 
fcnd hideous enough. About one o'clock next morn- 
ing I reached Gastrow, a little town in Great Poland, 
where I was fortunate enough to procure horses im- 
mediately, and got at seven to a village called Treid- 
nitz, where I would most willingly have breakfasted, 
if I could have procured any. The poor roan, at 
whose hut I stopped to refresh the horses, said, he had 
seen no coffee for fifteen years past, nor was any such 
thing to be had in the village; but at Tempelbourgh, 
to which I had only twelve miles, I might find it 
There was no alternative ; I therefore proceeded for 
the town he mentioned, and arrived there about ten, 
nor a little tired. » - 

I passed afterwards through three or four little towns 
between Tempelbourgh and Stargard, which is a dis- 
tance of fifty miles. Famine and misery were in 
every one : it was with intreaty and difficulty I could 
procure a bit of smoked goose and some potatoes in 
one of thein ; and I was almost afraid of b^fng starved 
in this wretched country. I travelled all night, and 
^to my no small comfort entered Stargard in the morn- 
ing. The town is pretty large j but the best thing I 
saw in it was a good dinner and a clean apartment, 
which, after my late adventures in Polish hovels, had 
a thousand charms. The streets were crowded with 
soldiery, and nothing was' seen but regimentals. The 
postillions who drove me, the friseurs, the very pea- 
sants, are all military under this government. 
• Leaving Stargard, I travelled through a most hideous 
wilderness of fins. Sweden can produce nothing more 
desolate, rr.ore unpeopled, or unfertile. The deep 
sands render travelling very tedious, and, though 1 set 
out at four in the morning, I did not get to Stettin, 
distant only twenty-five miles, till one in the after- 
noon. I paid my compliments next day to his highness 
the duke of Bevern : he is in command of the troops, 
and is already past the autumn of -life ; but a vigorous 
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constitution, and a robust frame of body, would de* 
ceive and conceal bis years, if bis hair, grey with age, 
did not betray tbe secret. He bas worn an uniform 
and boots so constantly from bis early youth, that they 
constitute at present almost a part of bis essence. I 
had tbe honour to dine with him on trie 9th : there 
was a large company, all men, and all military. 
Every thing around him ,is in a martial style, and his 
very doors are painted with helmets, batons, and 
swords. The apartment where we dined was covered 
with portraits of the officers of his own regiment $ but 
war had lopped off most of them. Of at least sixty, 
scarce ten were then alive. He shewed me what be 
called bis arsenal 5 a chamber filled with models of 
» petards, mortars^ pontoons, and other apparatus of 
war. 

Here I bad the honour likewise to contract an ao 

Suaintance with tbe young prince of Anbalt Dessau. 
lis generous and unbounded politeness to me deeply 
affected my heart. He is also in the Prussian service; 
but nature* formed him equally for the soft arts of 
peace j and cave him a renned taste in sculpture* in 
painting, ana in music. The furniture and decorations 
of his house forcibly mark this turn of mind. He has 
travelled in England, in France* in Italy, and made a 
campaign some years ago against the Turks. on the 
banks of the Danube. If to these accomplishments, 
are added manners the most gentle and elegant, 009 
may readily conceive him to be a very amiable prince. 
I supped with him one night tete-fattte; it was one 
of Horace's Nodes, canaque Deum, without ceremony, 
without ostentatiou and parade, which are so destruo 
tive to genuine happiness. 

. At Stargard, I likewise saw that fair prisoner, ths 
princess royal of Prussia, .whose history is sufficiently 
known. In this, the eye only can be gratified, it be- 
ing most strictly forbidden to approach or speak to her. 
She .was then eight-and-twenty years of age, and bad 
mow been a prisoner these five years. Her person is 



igfeeablei not beautiful. She is of a middle height, 
iioely proportioned in her limbs, and very active in all 
the exercises of the body : her complexion is fairi 
and her features generally handsome. There is, how- 
ever, somewhat sad in her countenance, when atten- 
tively regarded, not difficult to be accounted for. The 
manner in which she lives is mournful enough, and 
may well wipe out the errors she has committed. He* 
appointment amounts only to seven thousand six hun- 
dred dollars of Prussia, which do not make one thou- 
sand two hundred pounds a year, *with which she it 
obliged to "provide herself everything. Two valets, 
and two tilles de chambre, constitute her household* 
She has never been permitted to go without the*gates 
of Stettin till very lately. One or two ladies always 
accompany her, and every female is allowed free ac- 
cess ; " but there are only two men in the place who 
dare speak to, or accost her. These are the Duke of 
Bevern, and the governor, an officer yet more advanced 
in years. The Prince of Dessau, though well ac- 
quainted with her previous to this disgrace, and though 
be sees her every day, assured me, he never held the 
slightest discourse with her. I must own this is a 
trial to which my fortitude and virtue would be quite 
unequal ; and if placed so near such a dangerous pre- 
cipice, I should inevitably fall. I had the pleasure to 
tee her highness on horseback : she was habited en 
Amazon and shewed the greatest address in managing 
the horse she rode. She sat astride, according to the 
custom in Germany, and made a very gallant figure. 
I afterwards looked at her a long time, from the win- 
dows of the room where we dined at the prince of 
Dessau's, opposite to which she walked for several 
hours. Her dress was by no means princely. A jon* 
quit silk night-gown, and her hair very simply adorned, 
gave no room to guess her quality. 

Of Stettin itself, I have little to say. There are 
t great many houses, and a great many streets, twp 
terjr large churches, a river, a quay, and, aa they told 
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me, a very extensive commerce. The inhabitants are 
about sixteen thousand. This is the sum total of my 
knowledge respecting the place. • 

Before I left it, I attended the parade when the 
Duke of Bevern reviewed the second battalion of the 
garrison. They are, indeed, matchless soldiers, and 
perform their various manoeuvres with surprizing ce- 
lerity and address. 

On the 1 1 th of August, I proceeded on my journey, 
and arrived before night at Prenslow. This is a large 
town, situate on a lake, and, like almost every other 
in Prussia, full of soldiery. I had only six German 
miles from thence to Strelitz ; but so bad were the 
roads, that I did not get there till almost noon next 
day though I travelled tbe whole night. The inac- 
curacy of their measurement is indeed suck every 
where in these countries, that it is*impossible to ascer- 
tain, with any precision or certainty, what a mile is. 
The duchy of Mecklenburg Strelitz begins only five 
or six English miles from the town, which is so sur- 
rounded by woods of iir and oak, as not to be seen till 
one is very near it. I staid there three days, induced 
by the gracious reception I met with from the duke. 
He was at a little palace of retirement, which he has 
built about four miles from Strelitz, and named 
Adolph's Pleasure. It is situate on the bank of a smnll 
lake, but the country, except an inconsiderable tract 
immediately round the house, is covered with groves 
*>f prodigious thickness. During winter he resides at 
New Strelitz, where he has a much larger palace, 
and a court, as a sovereign prince. 

The town of Old Strelitz is small, and as the dukes 
have, not had any palace there for many years past, it 
contains nothing to draw a stranger to visit it. I left 
it on the 15th, and took tbe road of Zell, acrosi 
Brandenburg. 1 stopped at Mirow, a little town near 
the frontier of the duchy, to see a palace, where, his 
highness had informed me, her majesty the queen of 
England, and all the ducal family were born. It i» a 
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kaudsome structure, but is very rarely visited by the 
reigning duke. Continuing ray journey all that day, 
and the ensuing one, through the Prussian territories, 
I arrived on the bank of the Elbe hi the afternoon. It 
is a noble river, though here a! a vast distance from die 
sea. I crossed it in a ferry, apd landing on the oppo- 
site side in the dominions of my native sovereign, got 
to Danneberg, a little town, the same night. The moon 
shone very bright, and as I had yet between fifty and 
sixty miles to Zell, I was determined not to lose a 
moment. But my landlord expatiated with such 
eloquence on the badness of the roads and the length 
of the next stage, that I was induced 1o postpone my 
journey till next morning. Setting off at five, I was 
in hopes of reaching Zell* that night : but I was dis- 
appointed, and again obliged to lie at a wretched house, 
-where, however, the host, to comfort me, said the 
present king of Sweden, probably from a similar ne- 
cessity, had taken up his lodging some few years ago, 

I entered Zell the following morning. I had the 
honour, after being presented, to dine with her ma- 
jesty the queen of Denmark next day. I own 1 had 
a high curiosity to see this young sovereign, whose 
history and misfortunes have so much interested all 
Europe, who has been driven, in the bloom of life, 
from a throne and kingdom, which were not worthy 
of her. 

The castle of Zell, where her majesty resided, is 
detached from the city, and surrounded in the ancient 
•tyle of defence, with a very broad moat full of water. 
It is large, of a square form, and was built by one of 
the dukes of Zell, before the duchy was merged in 
the house of Hanover. The country on every side is 
barren, sandy, and unpleasant. It is forty miles from 
Yerden, and as dreary, a ride as can be imagined. At 
a little more than half way, on the southern side of 
the river Aller, is the little palace of Ahlden, cele- 
brated for the imprisonment of the electress Sophia, 
wife of George I. Here she died, a short tiraa 
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before the accession of her son, the late king, to At 
crown. It is" said, that he once made an attempt to 
aee her, while under confinement, and having so* 
parated himself from his attendants in homing, 
came unexpectedly to the house: but die oobiemaa 
to whom the care of her person was confided, re- 
fused him admittance, and prevented this natural in* 
terview. 

The cathedral of Verden is an object of some en* 
riosity, from the remote antiquity to which its founda- 
tion ascends. It is said to have been first erected in 
the year 786 by Charlemagne, after his conquests over 
the Saxons. The portraits of all the bishops, from 
that era to 1566, when the Lutheran religion sup* 
planted the Catholic, are painted on the walls of the 
choir. I could not help smiling at the first of them* 
who was, as it appears by the inscription over his head, 
a saint, a count, and an abbot ; but who, notwith- 
standing all his titles, secular a&ch ecclesiastical, was 
murdere4 soon after his investiture by the Pagan Sax- 
ons, who paid no sort of deference either to his coro- 
net or crosier. The present cathedral .is by no means, 
however, so old as Charlemagne : it was built about 
the middle of the fourteenth century, the former one 
having been reduced to ashes in 1313. An antiquarian 
might find ample food for investigation in it, the whole 
floor being paved With tombs, on which are effigies 
and inscriptions, many of which are now mutilated or 
illegible. Before the high altar, is a marble monument 
of costly workmanship, erected to a Philip Sigismtiodk 
born in 1568, and who was both duke of Lunenburg 
and bishop of Verden. The see is now extinct,. 

Verden was purchased by George I. from Fsectaric 
IV. king of Denmark, who bad rendered hkoaetf 
master of it, during Charles Xlf s confinseasat fct 
Turkey, to whom it previously belonged. ThvO torn* 
contains only about five hundred inhabitants* exclosif* 
of a battalion of Hanoverian soldiery. It Kes along 
tfaa bank of the Aller, but has not any trad*, atfft 
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tfcft meanness of the buildings sufficiently evinces its 
poverty. 

1 arrived at Bremen on the 22d of September, 
winch is distant only twenty miles from Verden. This 
is a %na&, a rich, and a commercial city $ but I cannot 
say 1 think it very agreeable, or that it contains much 
to attract a traveller's notice. Were human life of 
double the limits nature has assigned to it, one should 
not fee tempted to visit it more than once. There is 
ene peculiarity, however, belonging to it, which no- 
thing but ocular demonstration could have convinced 
me of its reality. Under the cathedral church is a 
ranked apartment, supported on pillars j it is near 
•utty paces long, and half as many broad. The light 
and air are constantly admitted into it by three win* 
dows, though it is several feet beneath the level of the v 
jgrouikL Here are five large oak coffers, each con* 
tuning a corpse, which without being embalmed, have 
mxS&red no corruption. I examined them severally 
for near two hours. The most curious and perfect is 
that of a woman. Tradition says, she was an English 
countess, who dying at Bremen about two hundred 
and fifty years ago, ordered her body to be placed is 
this vault uninterred, in the apprehension that her re- 
lations would cause it to be brought over to her native 
country. Though the muscular skin is totally dried 
In every part, yet so little are the features of the face 
aonk or changed, that nothing is more certain than 
that she was young, and even beautiful. It is a small 
countenance, round in its contour : the cartilage of 
the nose and the nostrils have undergone no alteration : 
Iter teeth are all firm in the sockets, but the lips are 
drawn away from over them. The cheeks are shrunk 
m, but yet less than I ever remember to have seen in 
embalmed bodies. The hair of. her head is at this 
time more than eighteen inches long, very thick, *and 
%o tasty that I heaved the corpse out of the coffer by 
k: the-colour is a lfght brown, and as fresh and glossy 
a* that of « living person. That this lady was of high 
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rank seems evident from the extreme fineness of the 
linen which covers her body 5 but I in vain endea- 
voured to procure any lights into her history, her 
title, or any other particulars, though I took no little 
pains for that purpose. The landlord of the inn, who 
served as roy conductor, said he remembered it for 
forty years past, during which time there is not the 
least perceptible alteration in it. In another coffer is 
the body of a workman, who is said to have tumbled 
off the church, and was killed by the fall. His fea- 
tures evince this most forcibly. Extreme agony is 
marked in them : hid month is wide open, and his eye- 
lids the same; the eyes are dried up. His breast is 
unnaturally distended, and his whole frame betrays a 
violent death.— A little child, who died of the small 
pox, is still more remarkable. The marks of the 
pustules, which have broken the skin on his hands and 
head/are very discernible; and one should suppose, 
that a body, which died of such a distemper, must 
contain/ in a high degree, the seeds of putrefaction. — 
The two other corpses are likewise very extraordinary. 
There are, in this vault, likewise turkeys, hawks, 
weasels, and other animals, which have been hung op 
here, from time immemorial, some very lately, and are 
all in the most cornpietd preservation, and unaltered 
In their parts. The cause of this phenomenon is 
doubtless the dryness of the place where they are laid. 
It is in vain to seek for any other. The magistrates 
do not permit any fresh bodies to be brought here, 
and there is no other subterranean chamber which has 
the same property. It "would have made an excellent 
miracle two or three centuries ago in proper hands; 
but now mankind are grown too wise. 

This city is generally known to be celebrated for its 
old hock. The wine is all brought from the banks of 
the Rhine,- by land carriage, and deposited in the 
public^ce liars. These are wondrously capacious, run- 
ning beneath the town house and exchange. Then 
is one particular xoonv called the rose, where thej 
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keep wine, as they say, of one hundred and seventy 
years old, and for which they ask seven dollars, or 
twenty-live shillings sterling a bottle ; though it is to* 
old to be drank. 

Bremen stands on the same river as Verden, but 
here it is known by the name of the Wesel. Vessels 
of burden lie twelve or fifteen miles below the city, 
from a deficiency of water to carry them up higher. 
It contains forty-five thousand inhabitants, and it is 
aaid, would even exceed Hamburgh in commerce, if 
the river, was not an impediment. It is a free city, 
under the protection of the empire* and styles it- 
self a republic 6n its coin. The king of England, as 
elector of Hanover, has, however, some important 
rights within the place ; and not only the cathedral 
belongs to him, but a considerable number of build- 
ings, public and private. He possesses, likewise, a 
species of supreme judicatorial power; for, though the 
magistrates take cognizance of all crimes, within the 
territory of Bremen, his delegate or bailiff must pro* 
Bounce sentence. . 

The fortifications, though kept in very good order, 
are of no consequence or strength : the strongest army 
in the field, is ever master ; and duiing the last war, 
Ireach or English were alternately received into the 
place, as they appeared before it. The style of build- 
ing here, is horrid \ all the upper stories being adapted 
ibr granaries,' and totally uninhabitable. It has a most 
grotesque appearance to the eye, though mariy of the 
bouses are now. in some degree modernized. The 
. streets are all narrow; the quay is the only pleasant 
part of the city, as it is broad, and commands a view 
of the w<ater. 

By the municipal laws, all the race of Abraham is 
excluded from the capacity of trading and residing 
here $ or at least there is so high a duty laid un their 
personvabout ten shillings a day, as must amount ai- 
jno&t to a prohibition*. This exclusion baa given risit 
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to a sarcastic remark cm the inhabitants themselves, 
which* whether just or not, I am no judge. Ham* 
burgh has adopted a contrary policy, and admits, in- 
discriminately, these people, with European nations. 
In a lucrative view, I know not which may be the 
# wisest measure j but certainly the latter is the most 
generous, and breathes a greater philanthropy. 

Plutus and Mercury are the chief deities venerated 
in this city, and like the senate in Tiberias's time, 
they will not admit the gods of strangers. Pleasure, 
under every shape, of dance, of comedy, of masque, 
seems peculiarly hateful. My landlord, however, in- 
formed me, that they had lately formed a monthly 
concert, in the winter season, to the no small terror of 
the burgomasters, who have endeavoured to proscribe 
this unprecedented refinement The most polite man- 
ner of spending an evening known for several centu- 
ries past in Bremen, has been that of meeting in*mall 
boxes about twenty feet long and sis wide, in the 
public cellar, where they drink hock under a cloud of 
smoke raised from their own pipes. One may swear 
these are the genuine . descendants of the ancient 
Saxons, who imagined theioys of heaven to consist in 
drinking ale out of the skulls of their enemies ! Wo- 
men seem not here to hold any rank in society, or to 
form the connecting charm which binds the jarring 
principles of human nature together. Man, solitary 
man, meets in clubs and companies, to dose* drink, 
and to dispute. 

It is a desolate and dreary ride from Bremen to 
Hamburgh, across the sandy and unpeopled heaths of 
Lunenburg. I gat to the southern bank of the Elbe, 
on the afternoon of the 20th, and from thence enjoyed 
a beautiful prospect of Hamburgh at the distance of 
two leagues. It makes a noble figure ; and, as the 
space which separates it from the Danish town of 
Altona, is very inconsiderable, the two places appear 
to form only one magnifioant city, which covers tot 
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side of the river for three or four miles in length. I 
lay at Harburg, which belongs to his Britannic ma- 
jesty, and crossed over next morning. 

Hamburgh has been so often described, that to at- 
tempt it would be only repetition without novelty. 
Besides the wind was fair, and I was flattered with a 
favourable passage to Hull, which induced me to* 
shorten my stay at this place. 

In this tour round the Baltic, Mr. Wraxall had 
travelled near three thousand miles between the 19th? 
of April and the 30th of September. In that short 
space, it was not likely he should be able to attend 
to trivial circumstances, in such a wide range ; nor to 
enter into minute descriptions. Bnt they must be 
fastidious indeed, who can attend him without plea- 
sure, or without improvement. Of the various authors- 
that have entered into our extensive collection, we 
have found none more difficult to abridge with effect ; 
because his writings contain so little extraneous mat- 
ter 5 we are even tempted to wish that he had ex- 
panded more.' Yet it must be allowed, that the 
northern regions present so little interesting to general 
readers^ that conciseness can scarcely be a fault. Did 
we not feel the truth of this, we should be happy to 
travel over the same ground again, but with the in- 
quisitive and accurate Coxe, who has accumulated a 
mass or* observations, equally valuable to the politician 
and the philosopher. 
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